
Tuesday Bulletin
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association
Lafayette Elementary School Washington, DC
January 11, 2011 www.lafayettehsa.org     Jennifer Lanoff, editor

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
January 13 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
January 14 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day
January 17 (Monday) – No School, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 20 (Thursday) – HSA General Meeting – 6:30 p.m. (NOTE: time change from 7 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.)
January 21 (Friday) – 12:15 Dismissal
February 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
February 14 (Monday) – Valentine’s Day Parties
February 18 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day
February 21 (Friday) – No School, President’s Day
February 28 (Friday) – No School, Parent/ Teacher Conference Day

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – All About Our Student Council… (see page 3)

FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents
With the holidays and two glorious weeks off well behind us, things are really back in swing at Lafayette.
TODAY, the girls basketball team plays at Murch at 4 p.m., and the boys team plays at home Thursday, also at
4 p.m.  Next week is our next HSA General Meeting.  You will want to join us as Dr. Melissa Kim, the
principal of Deal Middle School will be our guest speaker – please note the meeting is starting a half hour
earlier than usual at 6:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.

As you have probably also read, this is budget season for DCPS.  Lafayette hasn't yet received its
preliminary budget for next year, but we will keep you posted and let you know how and when to be heard.

Enjoy the four day weekend!

AUCTION NEWS
It’s that time of year again!  Time for you to think about what you can donate to the Lafayette Spring Auction -
our school’s biggest fundraising event of the year!  We are looking for a variety of items from airline and hotel
points, vacation homes, tickets to sporting events, and tours of the White House to your homemade dinners and
craft or gardening skills.  We also are looking for groups and families to organize and host “parties” to be sold
at the auction.

Not sure what to donate? We will be sending home a “wish list” shortly.  Be on the lookout!  Already know
what you want to donate?  Please go to www.lafayettehsa.org and click on the Auction 2011 link then click on
the donate now star and fill out the form. It’s just that easy!  Have questions?  Please contact the auction co-
chairs at www.lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com

Featured donations: Architectural consultation from Kramer & Associates, chef’s tasting for four at Jaleo,
microdermabrasion from Dr. Margaret Sommerville, one year of gutter cleaning from Aerotech Gutter, dinner
for ten at Marrakesh, tooth whitening from Dr. Roanne Wiczer, Virginia Winery tour for two from Reston
Limo, one month of manners classes at Tea with Mrs. B, $100 gift card for personalized children’s art from
KrankyKrab.com, and $300 gift card for designer home decor from OneKingsLane.com.

FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher
You are invited to feast your eyes on some charming Storytelling Arpilleras made by Lafayette 3rd graders
currently on display at our own  Broad Branch Market.  Arpilleras, traditionally made from fabric by folk artists
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in Peru and Chile, are recreated in paper, fabric, buttons, pom poms and other mixed media.  Congratulations to
Anaily Acosta, Sahara Trask, Dylan Blumenthal, Eliza Dahlkemper, Maren Dunn, Caleb Teems, Emma
McReady, Maddie Gold, Jeremy Jensen, Ceci Nogueira, Iona Volynets, Emma Younger, Claire Gearan,
Katherine Bouker, and Maya Canady whose work is featured in this charming show!

Currently in the art room, first graders are celebrating the winter season with deciduous and evergreen trees
with sponge printed snow.  We’ll then be exploring texture, both visual and tactile, in a mixed media collage.
Second graders have begun our partnership with the African Art museum by looking at textiles.  We’ll be
weaving kente “cloth” with paper and recreating kuba and mudcloth as well.  Students will be treated to an
African drumming workshop and visits to hands on workshops at the museum which will culminate in a sharing
of our learning at a celebration later in the spring.

Third graders have begun their architecture unit by looking at how early architecture (especially Greek) has
influenced the visual landscape in Washington D.C.  Local architect (and 3rd grade parent), Doug Dahlkemper,
will be coming in to share his knowledge and some slides with us.  We will also look at Gothic architecture,
improve our architectural visual literacy with a project based on photographs 3rd graders have taken of a D.C.
building, and finally, we will work in groups to design and build our own 3-D model.

Fourth graders studied the paintings and prints of John James Audubon, drew an animal from a photograph,
transferred that drawing to linoleum, carved our printing plate, and prepared special watercolor papers to print
on.  Next week we are excited to begin actually printmaking as we re-experience an ancient art form!

Fifth graders have finished our unit on romantic landscapes and the art at the turn of the century with
pointillist or post impressionist style paintings.  Each class is now exploring the art of either depression era
photographer Dorothea Lange, the murals commissioned by the WPA, paintings and drawings from the Harlem
Renaissance, or the story of the Great Migration as told by Jacob Lawrence in his story panels.  We will share
all of this in an informance for our parents in early March.

So much going on…. I love my job!!!

STRING ORCHESTRA!! VIOLINS! VIOLAS! CELLOS! BASSES! –  Liz Stinson, Music Teacher
I have had many students inquire about a strings program here at Lafayette so we want to start one!  This
program will run in a similar manner to the Band and Percussion Ensembles.  The program is open to 1st
through 5th graders and will consist of an advanced group as well as a beginner group meeting twice a week.
Students will have the great experience of playing in an ensemble as well as in additional performances.  We are
excited to announce that a local cello educator, Ms. Cara Alfano, will be leading this group.  If you would like
more information about this unique opportunity please contact Ms. Alfano at (301) 652-3915 or at
caraalfano@gmail.com.  Additionally, as always, if you have questions I would be happy to help you.

ARTS INTEGRATION – Jackie Snowden and Erika Pereira
Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a peaceful holiday season.  As we near the second half of the school year,
we are integrating the arts more than ever.

Before the break, Ms. Pereira took five fifth grade girls to Maraton de la Poesia.  This annual poetry
marathon is organized by Teatro de la Luna, a Spanish language theater organization that also works with
schools on Spanish Language arts programs.  For the past few years the event has been hosted at the MLK
Library in downtown Washington, D.C.  They have two sections for the poetry marathon, elementary and
middle/high school.  Schools from the District as well as Virginia participate in this event which features
students reciting poems by famous Spanish language poets, famous Spanish language songs, as well as original
poetry by the students themselves.  This was the first year that Lafayette has participated in the Poetry
Marathon.  Our small, but dedicated group included Sari Finn, Olivia Toggas, Allison Willsey, Sierra Lewter,
and Ally Heinrich.  The girls did an outstanding job reciting poems they first wrote in English and then had to
learn in Spanish.  Congratulations, girls!

In November, the first grade performed their now famous patriotic assembly.  Learning about the symbols
of our country through song, tableau, and movement are a great way to make sure they retain that knowledge
forever.  The fourth grade held their annual Pow Wow where they displayed their acquired knowledge of Native
American culture through artwork, song, dance, P.E. (learning to play Lacrosse), and drumming.   Like Native
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Americans, they designed their regalia to represent their own interests, family heritage, and unique
characteristics.

Fifth grade constructed a large map to identify wagon train trails during the westward expansion.  Then in
small groups, each representing a wagon on the train, they simulated the journey.  In Early Childhood, Ms. Perll
is using art to teach students to distinguish geometric shapes.  She is using music to help them learn to
distinguish beat and rhythm.  In third grade Ms. Jensen and Ms. Yedwab’s classes are analyzing art.  This
analysis will serve, as one local arts integration specialist has said, “as a catalyst for writing and a bridge to
reading comprehension strategies.”

We have most recently entered into a partnership with the Smithsonian National Museum of African Art.
The partnership includes a staff member of the Museum visiting second grade art classes to teach them about
textiles from different parts of the African continent, how they’re made, what they symbolize, and how they
compare and contrast with each other.  The partnership will include visits to the Museum, drumming instruction
by a Ugandan drummer in music class, culminating with a permanent exhibit of textiles created by the students.

Teachers continue to register and attend CETA courses to enhance their instructional portfolios.  As a
school we have embraced the philosophy of “... using arts integration as a teaching strategy to engage student,”
and we’re getting pretty good at it.

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART – FEBRUARY 16TH – Marjorie McLure, Physical Education Teacher
Save the date!  All children from Lafayette are invited and encouraged to attend our annual community service
for the American Heart Association.  Students in second through fifth grades will meet after school in the gym
for an afternoon of jumping, dancing, and fun.  For our younger ones, Pre-K through first grade, Jump Rope for
Heart will be during the school day.

Be on the lookout for an information packet coming home this week.  Permission slips will be attached to
the envelope that is received and must be turned in for your child to participate.  Pledges can be turned in at a
later date.  All permission slips are due by February 4th at the latest.  Get your slip in early in the event that the
program fills up.  Anyone interested in volunteering for the event should contact Ms. McClure.  We need help
with crowd control and distribution of snacks.  Please contact marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov.

Any family interested in collecting pledges electronically may sign up now.  This method is very easy and
efficient.  Just go to www.heart.org/jump and click on the button that says “Students Sign up.”

-Click on “D.C.” and find Lafayette.  Click “Join this Team”
-Follow the directions on the screen to set up your own personal web page for this event.

A more detailed instruction sheet for on line collection will come home with the permission slip and envelope.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal
Each fall one of the highlights of the school year is the election of our student council officers.  Students in the
5th grade are allowed one week of campaigning with one morning being set aside for speeches delivered to the
upper grades of the school.  The election results are tallied and the board of officers and class representatives
take on a full schedule of planning activities and service projects.

In December, Toys for Tots was the designated service project.  Due to your generosity, almost 400 toys
were delivered to the Marine Corps so they could be distributed to needy students in the D.C. area.  There were
several news reports of drop offs in donations, so I’m sure the arrival of our contributions was greatly
appreciated.  In the past there have been mitten and hat drives along with books and school supplies.  But the
timing this year for toys seemed to be just about perfect.

In February the student council will host the Winter Dance.  This is the first activity many of the members
have planned from the very beginning.  A theme has to be chosen, decorations determined, a cafeteria needs to
be decorated, and snacks need to be purchased.  The day of the dance tickets need to be sold and snack tables
need to be staffed.  All this focus needs to be maintained when most students just want to get to the dance.  And
then there is the clean-up at the end.

Student council members also take care of our paper recycling.  Once a week they visit each classroom and
the offices and pick up the recycling bins and take them to the tunnel where they are emptied into the big
collection cans.  The empty bins then go back to the classrooms for another week of work.  Being more “green”
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really strikes a chord with upper elementary students.  They want to be more involved in recycling activities and
reducing the amount of plastic they see being used.

Box tops 4 Education is another student council project.  Students are asked to bring in those little box tops
symbols from General Mills food items.  They are collected in their classrooms and then periodically are
collected by student council members to be tabulated and then sent back for reimbursement. If you think this is
a trivial project, think again.  We received our first check last Friday for $852.00.  Nice nest egg for the winter
dance.  Do you send in your little box tops?  Check the Box tops 4 Education website to see which ones qualify.

So student council members are a very busy group of students.  They look outward to the community for
what they can do as well as looking just around Lafayette.  They want to make a difference in their world.  So
after the dance there will be another service project and then some other plans for the spring.  Paper will be
collected all year along with those box tops.  As students go through school, community service projects will
become a mandatory part of their program.  So we introduce these activities here at Lafayette.  And the students
embrace these opportunities with enthusiasm and dedication.  Student council, anther place to keep on learning
at Lafayette.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
*  HoopEd on Professional and MLK, Jr. Days!  HoopEd is offering one day Mini All Sports and Games
Camps for the upcoming Professional Day, January 14th, and the MLK Holiday, January 17th.  Camp will
be held right at Lafayette in the gym and on the fields!  Camp runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and boys and girls ages
6 to 13 are welcome.  And it is just $50 for the day.  For more information or to register online go to
www.hoopeducation.com.
* Tae Kwon Do winter and spring session at Lafayette starts Wednesday, February 2nd.  Join Tae Kwon
Do Master "A" from Flying Kick Fitness at this great after-school program in the Lafayette cafeteria. All kids
from Pre-K through 5th are welcome, at any level. The first class is free!  For questions about the program, feel
free to email Lisa McLish at Lisa_mac22@hotmail.com.
*  Need a housekeeper?  Our full-time housekeeper has been working for us for a number of years.  Because
our children are older now, she has time on her hands and has decided to branch out by providing cleaning
services to a few other families in the neighborhood.  She is honest, reliable, hard-working and a delightful
employee who knows how to make a house sparkle.  If you are interested in cleaning services, please give her a
call.  Her name is Maritza Martin and she can be reached at (703) 981-7499.  If you would like to speak with
one of us, we’d be pleased to provide a reference.  You can contact either Grace Lopes (gmlopes@aol.com) and
Rick Seltzer (rseltzer@howard.edu).

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.


