
Tuesday Bulletin 
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association 
Lafayette Elementary School  Washington, DC 

January 25, 2010 www.lafayettehsa.org Suzanne Stokes Vieth, editor 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
February 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
February 14 (Monday) – Valentine’s Day Parties 
February 18 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day 
February 21 (Monday) – No School, President’s Day 
February 23 (Wednesday) – Lafayette Night at Potomac Pizza, 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
February 28 (Friday) – No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL — Baby, it’s cold outside! … see p. 2 

 
FROM THE HSA — Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, Co-Presidents 
Thanks to all for the incredible turnout last week for Dr. Melissa Kim's presentation on Deal Middle School. As 
always, her information was well presented, thorough and educational. And the 6th graders sharing their inside 
scoops with the 5th graders was really enlightening and entertaining! It was great to see so many Lafayette 
alumni thriving at Deal. 

We know we promised an update on the DCPS budget, but even though multiple deadlines have passed for 
getting the budget from DCPS, Mrs. Main still hasn't received it. Rumor has it we'll hear something this week.   

Turning to our own HSA budget, in past years, the HSA board has presented the budget to the membership 
for a vote at the last general meeting of the year, typically in June. This has meant that the membership has a 
small window to provide constructive feedback to the board on what our priorities should be for the upcoming 
school year. This year we're going to try something new. The next general meeting will still be in May and we 
will hold elections at that time, as usual. The last meeting will be in June and we will vote to approve the 2011-
2012 budget at that time. We need a quorum at each of those meetings, so please plan now to attend. In 
addition, we will hold another meeting (exact date TBD), probably sometime shortly after the auction. At this 
meeting we'll present the proposed budget for 2011-2012 and have ample time for discussion. We'll announce a 
date for this meeting within the next few weeks. 

 
LIGHTS, CAMERA... AUCTION! A RETURN TO THE GOLDEN AGE OF HOLLYWOOD 
Premiering for the first time this year…an ONLINE AUCTION!!! We will still be holding the terrific annual 
auction event on March 26, 2011. However, this year, for the first two weeks of March we will be opening up 
the auction to the entire Lafayette community! That’s right! Everyone will have a chance to bid on items from 
the auction. There is one catch, however. The items sold in the ONLINE AUCTION will be sold exclusively 
online. That means that they will not be available for bidding at the auction event. If you don’t bid on them 
during the online auction then you won’t have another chance to get these wonderful items. 

Just because this year you can bid on many items online, there are still plenty of reasons to attend the 
auction event! Those items/categories that are exclusively Lafayette (e.g., teacher’s treat, class creations, 
parties) as well as family-donated vacation homes will only be available at the auction event. Plus, there is 
always the exciting LIVE auction, where you will have a chance to bid on fabulous packages including the 
always popular meal-a-week, the Lafayette parking space, and terrific vacations! 

So mark your calendars, join the fun and help us raise money for our kids!!! Oh, and don’t forget to donate, 
donate, donate!!! 
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The school spelling bee is scheduled for 
Thursday, January 27 at 9:15 a.m. in the 

cafetorium. Participants will spell until we 
have our first and second-place winners to 
represent us in February's regional bee. In 
case of a snow day/delay, the bee will be 

held on  
Wednesday, February 2. 

2011 Spelling Bee 

 

Featured donations – these donations are available exclusively in our online auction: $150 gift certificate to 
heartandstone.com toward a custom necklace, two weekend getaways from the Walnut Point Inn, 3 hours of 
home organization from Making Space for Life, two tickets to the Shakespeare theater, dinner for two at Lia’s, 
$150 toward SCUBA classes at SPE Dive School, Wine Tasting for 10 at Narmada Winery, Chestnut Lake 
Camp three-week sleep-away camp experience. We also added a special section to our auction webpage just for 
grandparents. Let the grandparents know! —Kerrie Bouker and Beth Vassalo, Auction 2011 Co-Chairs 

 

SPRING FAIR T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST! 
Think Spring! We know it’s hard to when it’s freezing cold outside, but soon enough, it will be spring and that 
means it’s time for the Spring Fair! This year’s fair is on May 7th and the theme is Mardi Gras. We are having 
another t-shirt design contest and it will run from January 24 – February 22. Submit your entries to Ms. 
McLaughlin and good luck! Also, if you’d like to help out with the fair, contact one of us. We’d love the help! 
  
Barbara Noguera Frye, abfrye@verizon.net 
Marilyn Kitzes, mk@marilynkitzes.com 
Kristi Teems, kzteems@comcast.net 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –Lynn Main, Principal 
Brrr!! It’s really cold out there.  I didn’t even really 
need to watch the Bears-Packers game to get a taste 
of real winter weather.  All I had to do was run 
outside to get the paper this morning. Even for a 
Midwesterner like me, it’s cold. 

One of my most important jobs each day is to 
determine if we are having indoor or outdoor 
recess. And can we use the field. The field decision 
is pretty easy. Wet and muddy, no go.  At this time 
of the year that means we rarely get to be on the 
field. It will be almost spring break before the field 
really dries out. Most years we can get back on the 
track, but the baseball diamonds are slow to recover 
from the winter snow and spring rains. 

So it’s really what the blacktop looks like and 
what is happening in the sky that makes the determination.  Around 11:40, out I go to look at what is happening. 
There are no hard and fast rules. I just walk around for a few minutes to get a feel for what the weather is doing. 
Temperature is rarely a big determining factor. I’m more interested in what the wind is doing.  Being high on 
this hill is no favor in the winter. The wind can really blow up here, especially on the basketball courts.  So 
some days it will be below freezing according to the thermometer and we will go out. Other days a higher 
temperature but gale force winds keeps us inside.   

Then there is the condition of the playing surface. So far it seems the soft surface under the playground 
equipment is pretty good at melting snow and ice. A little sun and it disappears at a good rate. The primary 
playground gets lots of sun so it clears off without much work.  But the basketball courts are a different story.  
The sun never shines on that side of the building all winter long.  Ice or snow there stays there. But the lunch 
time shovelers (4th and 5th graders) do a pretty good job clearing up enough of the surface so we can get out 
before everything melts.  

The early childhood wing makes its own call. Since part of their playground is covered, they can go out 
even if it has snowed. The fact that there is less wind also helps. And our littlest students come to school really 
dressed for the weather. No shorts all year long in PK and K. 
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If we have to stay in, each team has a variety of activities for the children. We have board games, blocks and 
computers. Some children just like to read and others (mostly the oldest ones) just want to talk. There is 
drawing and writing paper. All the regular lunch activities stay on schedule, so band, open art, jewelry making 
class and Peace Class are other options. The kindergarten children are often found in the gym. We make do but 
everyone is always very happy when we can get back outside. We just like outside better. So we’ll see how 
much longer this cold spell lasts. But be assured that if the sun is shining, ice is mostly gone and the wind is 
being reasonable, we will be outside at Lafayette. So wear those coats, hats and gloves. The way this winter is 
turning out so far, we will all need them. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Fun Afterschool Math: K – 5: Would you like for your child to have extra time learning math in a way 
that is challenging and fun? Or do you want to take the fear out of math for them? Help your child learn 
to their full potential while developing their love of learning! In Fun Afterschool Math, children work 
with undergrads from Georgetown and other universities who make learning fun and are great role 
models. We place children into small groups based on what they know and what they need to learn next, 
which makes our program good both for children who seek to explore new or challenging topics, and for 
children who need to strengthen their knowledge of math fundamentals. Our program builds confidence, 
and develops conceptual learning and critical thinking skills. Children normally work in groups of 3-8 
children per instructor and use an international math curriculum. Our program was started at Stanford 
seven years ago, and is run entirely by Stanford students and Alumni. For more information or to 
register, go to www.f4ed.com. 

• Our wonderful nanny is available two full days a week (ideally Mondays and Wednesdays but we 
have some flexibility). Please call Nadia at 202.215.0679 or email to nadiamoritz@mindspring.com if 
you are interested. Thanks. 

 
 
 
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the  

Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.  

 


