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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
February 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  
February 14 (Monday ) — Valentine’s Day Parties  
February 18 (Friday) — No School, Professional Day 
February 21 (Monday ) — No School, President’s Day  
February 23 (Wednesday) — Lafayette Night at Potomac pizza, 4-9 p.m.  
February 28 (Friday) — No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –  100 Days and counting… (see p.5) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA co-presidents 
Are you interested in joining the HSA board? The Nominations Committee is currently recruiting candidates for 
board positions for the 2011-12 school year, and elections will be held in May. The HSA board is the vital link 
between our Lafayette community and parents with school administrators. Check out the list of board positions 
on the link below to see what might be a good fit for your skills: 
http://www.lafayettehsa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16&Itemid=30 
If you're interested or know someone who would be great on the board, please contact Kristen Willsey for more 
information at kwillsey@verizon.net.  

We’re excited to report that the scoreboard is repaired!  Luckily the boys and girls basketball teams were 
able to enjoy the working scoreboard for their last few games.  We also wanted to point out that the HSA is 
looking into repairing the relatively new cafeteria floor. Unfortunately the flooring is torn and ripped up at the 
seams in a few areas so we are getting it fixed and will find solutions to ensure the problem is not recurring. 
Lastly, visit the Lafayette Elementary home page often – so much good information is posted:  auction updates 
and donation forms, extracurricular activity dates, upcoming school events…. just to name a few.  
www.lafayettehsa.org  
 
LAFAYETTE SPELLING BEE: THE RESULTS –Kathy Echave 
Congratulations to all 40 spellers in grades 3-5 who participated in the 2011 school bee held last Tuesday. All 
spellers were incredibly brave and well-prepared, as evidenced by the fact that it lasted more than 50 grueling 
rounds, our longest ever! Lafayette's 2011 spelling bee winners are Aaron Rosenthal, 4FM, fist place; Isaac 
Frumkin, 5J. second place, and Allie O'Brien, 5J, third place. They will represent Lafayette in the regional bee 
on Feb. 15 at Logan Educational Center. Depending on how well they do there, one or more of them may be 
eligible to go to the city-wide bee at W-NBC studios in March. 

On behalf of spelling bee committee members--Joy Allen, Erin Betz, Dona Culver-Kennedy, Judy Fratto, 
Lisa Jensen, Nell Jeter, Judy McIntosh-Perlin, Lauren Shapiro, Bob Thurston, Blake Yedwab and Janet Zwick, 
I'd like to thank the spellers' parents for sharing with us the job of preparing the children for the bee.  By 
encouraging and working with your children, you make our job a lot easier. 
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LAFAYETTE AUCTION 
Light, Camera…Auction! Return to the Golden Age of Hollywood 
Want to volunteer for the auction, but don’t have a lot of time to give? We have just the job(s) for you. We are 
in need of volunteers for the 2011 auction in the following categories: 
• Decorations: We are having a series of “decorating parties” to prepare decorations for the auction event. No 

expertise is needed. Come once or come many times. We can always use your help. Help is needed to put up 
the wonderful decorations made by our decorations committee the weekend of the auction. 

• Set-up/Clean-up: We need volunteers all day Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Any time that you can give 
would be of great help! 

• Check-In/Check-Out: We need volunteers to help with auction check-in (March 26th) and check-out 
(March 27th). No prior experience necessary! 

• Photography: Do you love to take pictures? Do you have an hour or two to spare? We are looking for 
parent volunteers to help with 5th grade portraits and/or to act as “papparazzi” at the auction event.   

• Solicitation: We are still seeking donations for the auction. We could use volunteers to help follow –up 
with potential donors. 

Please let us know if you can help! -Kerrie Bouker and Beth Vassalo Auction Co-Chairs 
lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com  
Just a reminder that the donation deadline is only 3 weeks away! Please encourage the grandparents to visit the 
“grandparent’s page” on our auction website! 
Featured donations: Complete Orthodontics for Adult or Child from Dr. Tigani, Weekend for 2 at the London 
Hotel in New York, Birthday Party for 12 Kids at The Family Room, 2 Boston Red Sox Field Box Tickets, 
Instant and Lasting Fame – Your Child’s Name in a “Melonhead” Book, Swing Dancing Classes from 
GottaSwing, Limited Edition Painting of the Broad Branch Market from Local Artist Nicole Bourgea, Guided 
Tour of the New York Times.  
 
FROM THE ART ROOM: Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher Grades 1-5 
A special art room THANKS goes to Principal Main, who shared her knowledge of depression era quilts and 
her love of quilt making with our Lafayette 5th graders last week. Each student got a chance to examine, touch 
and hear stories about both an antique depression era feed sack quilt and Principal Main’s own spectacular 
work. Soon we will begin the traditional 5th grade quilt which will be sold to the highest bidder at the Lafayette 
auction! Fifth grade parents SAVE THE DATE for the 5th grade Informance about the Great Migration, Great 
Depression, and Harlem Renaissance on the evening of MARCH 3RD. 

We also would like to thank Mr. Dahlkemper for coming in to share his work in architecture with our 3rd 
graders. Our third graders are in the middle of a rich and exiting unit about DC architecture and the art of 
designing buildings. Some of their culminating projects will be on display at the DC Theater Café and at Arts 
Night in May. Third grade parents, please begin saving small boxes, tubes, and other recycled materials that 
might be used in our group designed and built 3-D architectural models and send them to the art room in early 
March. 

Fourth grade pottery wheel workshops have begun during the noon hour, with Ms. Shapiro’s class having 
the privilege of the first demo and sign up session. After taking a break in mid February for noontime sewing 
sessions with interested fifth graders (in order to finish our depression era quilt) the other 3 classes will each 
have their turn as well. Once students have had their one-on-one workshop with me, they are free to practice on 

Calling all Lafayette Artists! 
Try your hand at designing the 2011 Spring Fair T-shirt! 

Theme: Mardi Gras (colors- green, purple, gold) 
Include the date: May 7, 2011 

Put entries (with your name and class code on the back) in Ms. McLaughlin's mailbox by Feb 22nd 
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their own during Open Art at noon recess if they are interested. 
Just a heads up for those of you who like to have spontaneous art experiences and don't always get the 

chance for a planned ahead reservation at those wonderful hands on museum workshops. Here's one you don't 
have to pre-register for: At the Textile Museum- ARTS FOR FAMILIES, a Central Asian Festival is this 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 12-4 PM. Join them for a family-friendly festival featuring Central Asian 
music and food as well as hands-on art and textile activities. Free; no reservations required. 
Thank you to those of you who are reminding your children wear dark colored or old clothes on art days to keep 
stains down to a minimum. Even “washable” paint sometimes stains! 
 
FROM THE LIBRARY - Ms. Perlin and Ms. Zwick 
Wow!! What a wonderful book fair. Our book fair was a great success; we sold just over $11,000 in books. 
Come check out some of the many new books that were purchased. Please pardon our dust in the library. New 
shelves were put in during the winter break upstairs along the balcony, in the adjacent room and along the brick 
wall downstairs. We spent most of January moving 27,000+ books, dusting all the shelves, cataloging a couple 
of thousand books and staying open for business as usual. As of today, we are still shelving books downstairs. 
Despite our “dust” we are open and we would love to show you the new shelves and the new books. Lafayette 
Elementary is still the number one school in book circulation. We are a school of readers. Thanks everyone. 
Accelerated Reader 
5th Graders: 
Ms. Betz: 56 Points;Top Readers:  Joseph Inglima, 20; Nicholas Levy, 16; Zachary Schauer, 12 
Mr. Gregal:  119 Points;Top Readers: Benjamin Korn, 63; Kevin Clark, 29; Lauryn Donahue, 15 
Mr. Jewett:  609 Points; Top Readers:  Claire Shaw, 207; Isaac Frumkin, 171; Thomas Zeitler, 82 
Mr. Nickolic: 354 Points;Top Readers:  Tsega-Ab Abera, 132; Michael Edgell, 116; Cole Maner, 47 
4th Graders: 
Ms.Culver-Kennedy:418;Top Readers: Robert Kovar,113; Duncan Hudson, 80; Adam Friedman, 56 
Ms. Fratto:  93 Points;Top Readers: Jacob Stocker,29; Anna Gunther, 12; Zachary Neville, 10;  
Andrew Norman, 10 (tie) 
Ms. Freund: 350 Points; Top Readers: A.J. Branton, 120; Kerry Gionis, 63; Emily Walke, 57 
Ms. Shapiro: 190 Points;Top Readers: Brendan Smith, 58; Joshua Taubman, 55; Garrick Francis, 50 
3rd Graders: 
Ms. Cobb: 343 Points;Top Readers: Anaily Acosta, 132; Eliza Dahlkemper, 25; Dylan Blumenthal, 21 
Ms. Jensen: 544 Points;Top Readers:  Brenden Klein, 237; Rachel Wallach, 45; Elise Reeder, 44 
Ms. Tepfer: 428 Points;Top Readers: Jeremy Jensen, 114; Maren Dunn, 60; Charles Nichols, 47 
Ms. Yedwab: 715 Points;Top Readers:  Torin O’Brien, 204; William O’Brien, 200; Joseph Ruppert, 68 
2nd Graders 
Ms. Breslin: 529 Points;Top Readers: Andrew Burris, 173; Theo Greiff, 153; Liam Kennedy, 102 
Ms. Harn: 63 Points;Top Readers: Allison Pierce, 9; Linnea Byrne-Kvalsvik, 7; Noah Weitzner, 6 
Ms. Nickel: 190 Points;Samantha Jolles, 65; Madeline Vassalo, 46; Alexander Metzger, 29 
Ms. Stanton: 1717 Points;Top Readers: Margaret Hankins, 275, Nathaniel Belman, 174; Alanna Finn, 132;  
Owen McKearn, 132 (tie) congratulations to all the students in Ms. Stanton’s class 
1st Graders 
Ms. Baldwin: 66 Points; Top Readers: Elena Houghton, 21; Elinor Aladjem, 15; Aidan Murphy, 8 
Ms. Howard: 205 Points; Emmit Murray,46; John Joire, 37; Harper Dunn, 31 
Ms. Paul: 6 Points 
Ms. Phillips: 27 Points;Top readers: Samuel Taubman, 18; Hannah Bocian, 1.5; Ellen Carrier, 1.4 
Ms. Plummer: 7.9 Points;Top Reader: Madeline Lewis, 6.2 
 
Congratulations to all the students who are reading and taking quizzes. Keep up the good work. 
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NEW GIRLS ON THE RUN CHAPTER AT LAFAYETTE 
Girls on the Run is a life-changing, experiential learning program for girls age eight to thirteen years old, that 
aims to educate and prepare them for a life-time of self-respect and healthy living.  The programs combine 
training for a 3.1 mile running event with self-esteem enhancing, uplifting workouts; and encourage positive 
emotional, social, mental, spiritual and physical development. The objective of is to educate and empower girls 
at an early age in order to prevent the display of at-risk activities in the future. We are seeking two or more 
parent volunteers to serve as coaches.  Please contact Lisa Resch if you are able to do this or would like more 
information:  202-237-7101 or e-mail balancingact_dc@yahoo.com And if you'd like to learn more, please visit 
  http://www.girlsontherun.org/default.html 
 
FUN MATH  
Afterschool Fun Math has only 8 spaces left in its Friday sessions at Lafayette!   
Due to the recent snow and power outages, there is a limited offer to sign up for the winter session and receive a 
prorated rate.  For more information or to register, please visit www.f4ed.com or contact Andreia 
at andreia@f4ed.com with any questions.  Sign up today! 
 
 

The Lafayette Spring Auction’s 
Host-A-Party Planning Guide !! 

 
Want to help support Lafayette but you just don’t know what to donate?   Consider hosting a party!    Last year, over 
$9000 was raised from the various parties that were organized.  It’s easy to do, low cost and lots of fun.   
What do I need to do?   

• Get together with a friend (or many friends) and decide what kind of party you’d like to host.   
o Last year’s parties included:  Mom’s Cocktail Party, Saturday Night Dance party, Murder Mystery Dinner 

Party, Billiard Party,  Scotch Tasting party and more…   
• Select a date 
• Develop a plan and budget.  Hosts are responsible for the party expenses (that’s your donation!). 
• Decide how much to charge (the Party Co-Chairs can help you with this) 
• Write up a short description and file the donation paperwork! 

What kind of party should I host?  
It’s up to you – whatever you think would be fun to host and fun to attend.  Here are a few suggestions, but the 
possibilities are endless  

• A Celebrity Salon 
• Book signing (are you an author?  Have a connection?) 
• Wine or beer tasting 
• Belong to a pool?  How about a family pool party? 
• Cooking and dining evening  

Party idea in need of a few hosts: 
• The parties that are the biggest money makers and sell out quickly are the Mom’s Cocktails and the Saturday 

Evening Social parties. The one group that is not covered in this mix is a Family Party. Why not consider 
pulling together a group of your friends, find a fun outdoor location (Rock Creek Park b-b-que?), and pick an 
afternoon where the parents and kids can enjoy a fun time with each other?  

Who do I contact if I need help?     
Parties and More Committee Co-Chairs:  

• Debra Fried Levin  (202 364 2425, dflevin@rcn.com)  
• Maggie Prieto  (202-362-6377, markmagg@aol.com)  

They’re happy to help you hone your party into the most sought-after ticket at the Auction! 
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TENNIS ANYONE? 
Lafayette Lunchtime Tennis, Spring 2011: The Lunchtime Tennis program for 1st-5th graders will begin on 
March 28th and run for 10 weeks ending on June 10th with a week off during Spring Break April 18-22.  The 
fee for the 10 weeks is $100.  Grade schedules will be set for each class based on other activities such as band 
practices that take place during lunch recess.  Children with a split lunch, eat first from noon to 12:20 then play 
from 12:20 until the end of the lunch period.  Students may take only one class per week.  Those who want to 
play more tennis can sign up for the Lafayette Afterschool Tennis.  You can go to www.LafayetteTennis.org to 
get a copy of the registration form or pick one up from the brochure rack in the Great Hall.  It is a great way for 
school friends to enjoy a fun physical activity together during their lunch recess.  

Lafayette Afterschool Tennis (LAT) runs for 11 weeks starting on March 28th and running through June 
10th.  The fee for the 11 weeks is $165.  The program will be open to boys and girls age 5 through 15.  Classes 
for younger players will be held at 3:30 and 4:30.  Classes for teens will be held at 5:30.  Please go to 
www.LafayetteTennis.org to get a registration form and find out the weekly schedule by age and skill level.  
The website will also tell you how many slots are still available for each class.    

Lafayette Tennis Summer Camp 2011 will be running again at the Lafayette Park tennis courts.  The camp 
will run 8 weekly sessions starting the week of June 13th for non-DCPS kids.  The camp will run from 9:00AM 
– 4:00PM with pre-care options from 8:00AM and aftercare options until 6:00PM.  Boys and girls age 8 
through 15 with all tennis skill levels are welcome.  We will also have trips to the Wilson pool to cool off.  
Field trips to summer tennis activities including the WTT Kastles matches and the Legg-Mason Tennis 
Tournament will be included.  Sessions are $300 per week except for the short week with the July 4th holiday.  
Go to www.LafayetteTennis.org to get the registration form and additional information.    

Lafayette Bears Junior Team Tennis (JTT) JTT will be expanding this Spring at Lafayette.  This is a 
program organized by the USTA that gets young people playing on a tennis team so that they can enjoy the 
camaraderie of team sports.  Last season we had two teams (U10 Intermediate and U12 Intermediate) playing in 
the Washington Tennis Association league.  Each team will have a roster of boys and girls.  This year we hope 
to expand the program to include teams that are younger and older with players that are at the beginner and 
advanced levels for their age groups.  You can find more information on the program at 
http://jrteamtennis.usta.com/.  We will have an informational meeting about it on Tuesday, February 15th at the 
Lafayette Tennis courts at 3:30.  We will need parents to help with the coaching of the teams and the 
coordination of the matches most of which will be played on the weekends.     
 
You can always contact me with questions at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com or 202 441-0925.   
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
We have some great counters in Orange Base.  They have a very important job to do for me each year at 
school— keeping the official 100th Day of School calendar. We never know exactly when that day will occur.  
If you had counted out 100 days in August you would have been off since we were home two days for snow and 
power problems. This year that day will be today, February 8th.   

Orange Base keeps such careful count because it has the help of Zero Our Hero. Every 10 days, Zero Our 
Hero stops by Lafayette to deliver a special zero treat for Orange Base. Most days the treat is left at the main 
office. Other months Ms. Perll or Mrs. Perlin deliver it. With treats ranging from Cheerios to Ritz Bits, the one 
requirement is that they must look as much as possible as a zero. The students look forward to getting these 
treats, and I look forward to my month when I get to visit the class. The delivery person is always bombarded 
with questions about Zero Our Hero. What does he look like? What does he wear? When is he going to visit us? 
There are true believers in Orange Base. 

Today Zero finally arrives.  With the help of a 5th grader and a wonderful costume, today’s treat is brought 
by Zero. The children all run up to him or her (it has been both), so excited to finally meet this magic person.  A 
few start to see through the disguise.  Many think Zero is 100 years old and it is pretty clear our fifth grader is 
not.  But most just love the fact that the mystery visitor has finally arrived. All over the school other 100 day 
celebrations are also occurring. This has become a big business in American education, with 100 day 
worksheets, 100 day story books, 100 day websites.  Many of you have been counting out 100 of something at 
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your home this past weekend to bring to school and share. Any day we can have a celebration at Lafayette is a 
great day. 

One hundred seems like a really big number to our smallest students. It is one big milestone to meet when 
you can count to 100 and keep all the 40s, 50s and 60s straight.  The number lines the children have been 
adding to are getting rather long when they reach 100.  Some have started to double back on themselves. We 
use cubes, rods and flats to represent quantities in Everyday Math and that flat has a lot of squares.  Numbers in 
the hundreds mean another place value to learn, another place to regroup for addition and subtraction, harder 
guesses in division.   

So happy 100th day of school to you, too.  There is still a lot to go but we have passed the halfway point.  
Next week is Valentine’s Day and then President’s Day and soon the weather will really warm up. But today we 
are having fun with 100 pennies, 100 buttons, 100 word poems and 100 cartons of milk on the wall. A great 
topic for the dinner table tonight. What did you do on the 100th day of school?  
 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Kaedy Fischer, a senior at Wilson High and alumnus of Lafayette Elementary School, recently competed in a DC 
city-wide talent competition, making it to the semi-finals. In order to make it to the finals, she needs votes from 
Lafayette parents and beyond. Click on the link below, register, create an account and vote a 5 star for Kaedy.The 
Top 10 Finalists will Compete For College Scholarships during a Performance at The John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts.    http://gala.dccap.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=210  

• "Au Pair in America" Au Pair Available. Lafayette family seeks a new placement for our wonderful, competent, 
affectionate au pair from France.  She has excellent driving skills, speaks English well, has a warm and relaxed 
manner, and is very familiar with Lafayette, Chevy Chase, and the DC metropolitan area. Available through 
September.  Please call Krystyna at 301-229-3884. 

• DO OR DO NOT.  THERE IS NO TRY.—Yoda. ISO USED OR NEW STAR WARS STUFF 
Light Sabers, Costumes, Figures, lego, books, DVD's, etc . . . If you've got something new in the box or gently 
used and in excellent condition, we're collecting for the soon-to-be highly coveted Auction Star Wars Basket. 
Thanks very much and, as always, may the force be with you. Contact:  Laura Scalzo ljscalzo@msn.com  
 
 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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Laura Pajor, 
elementary 

reading and 
math tutor - 

and local 
stay-at-

home mom, offers 
three February workshops:  

Email: laurapajor@gmail for 
location and registration 

information     

Math Games on the 
Go!
Friday, February 18, 
2:00-3:30 pm

Parent/Child Workshop (Grades 
K-2)

Come learn how to play fun 
math games with a pack of 
cards or just two hands!  
Math fun at 
your 
fingertips!

$35 per 
family

Jibber-Jabber 
in Stellar 
Stories

Saturday, 
February 19 
2:00 - 3:30 pm

Grades 3 - 5

Stretch your creativity as we 
read Jabberwocky and try to 
write our own Jibber-Jabber 
stories.  It is not as easy as it 
looks!

$35 per child

Plenty of Perfect
Paper Dolls

Saturday, February 26,
2:00 - 3:30 pm

Grades K - 5

Explore the art of paper
doll making. Imagination
is your only limit!

$35 per
child

 
 


