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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
February 18 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day
February 21 (Monday) – No School, President’s Day
February 23 (Wednesday) – Lafayette Night at Potomac Pizza, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
February 28 (Monday) – No School, Parent/ Teacher Conference Day
March 10 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
March 11 (Friday) – Jump Rope for Heart
March 18 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day
March 25 (Friday) – 12:15 p.m. dismissal
March 26 (Saturday) – Lafayette Auction

FROM THE PRINCIPAL –The process of Lafayette… (see page 3)

FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents
Auction, auction, auction.  I bet you think this column is going to be about the auction.  Actually, first
impressions notwithstanding, it’s not.  It is about the insanely easy ways for you to support Lafayette,
some of which, actually SAVE you money.  Do we have your attention now?  Good.  These aren’t
secrets – although they seem to be – which is why we’re mentioning them today.  Just four things, in
reverse order of ease.  First, it’s about that time of year when our kids start coming home without their
lunch containers (and jackets, and all sorts of things).  What’s a parent to do?  After digging through the
lost and found in the Great Hall and promising to put a name on the replacement item, do not go to
Target, do not go to Bruce’s, go directly to www.greenraising.com/?AFID=1156.  You’ll find not only
lunch containers and water bottles, but all sorts of useful and eco-friendly stuff.  Perfect for those spring
birthday parties too.  Speaking of birthday parties and gifts, that brings us to insanely-easy-way-to-
support-Lafayette number two: Sally Foster.  Yes, we usually think of Sally Foster for holiday gift
wrapping needs.  But there’s no reason not to buy gift wrapping all year round. Go to
www.sallyfoster.com and enter the Lafayette code (499222) when you complete your purchase.  Neither
Green Raising nor Sally Foster have what you need?  There’s always www.amazon.com.  Just be sure to
click through to Amazon’s web site via the Lafayette HSA web site. You can find the link on the left
side of the Lafayette HSA home page, just scroll down and click.  The link will take you directly to
Amazon and it will look just like Amazon always does.  Don’t be surprised when you don’t see anything
that identifies Lafayette. There’s a cryptic sequence in the URL that identifies Lafayette
(“...Lafhsaauc201...”).  It really does work.  So that’s three ways to contribute to Lafayette just by
buying things you’re going to buy anyway.  One last way, but this time, you SAVE money. Both
Safeway and Giant have bonus card programs through which you save and Safeway and Giant make a
contribution to Lafayette.  Details on the annual set up can be found on the Lafayette HSA web site
under “Shopping for Lafayette”:
(http://www.lafayettehsa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=39&Itemid=60).

Can it possibly be any easier to support Lafayette?
So what happens to your contributions?  Excellent question.  Next week, we’ll start a series of “did you

know” fun facts about the amazing things Lafayette can only do because of your support.
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LIGHTS, CAMERA…AUCTION! RETURN TO THE GOLDEN AGE OF HOLLYWOOD
Our donation deadline is looming…. We can take donations until February 25th for this year’s auction.  Please
keep those terrific donations coming in!!!
• Have a donation idea and need help working out the specifics or writing it up?  Please contact us at

lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com and we’ll help you sort it out.
• Not sure what to donate? The auction can always use cash donations. We will put your money to good use

by underwriting big items and packages to help raise more money for the school. Rather donate an item or
service? Please check the auction website at www.lafayettehsa.org (auction 2011 link) for ideas or look at
our Amazon wishlist.

• Own a business?  Want to advertise in the auction catalog or sponsor something at the auction?  Please see
the Business Page on the auction website for details.

• Want to volunteer your time?  We are still looking for volunteers for the weekend of the auction (March 25-
27th) to help with a myriad of things.  Please email us at lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com to let us know
that you can help.  Also, our decorations committee is getting volunteers together every Saturday between
February 26th and the auction to help make the items needed to decorate the event. Please email Deb
Rephan at drephan2@gmail.com if you can help.

• Want to send a love note to your child?  Or thank you note to your child’s teacher?  Then purchase a Shout-
Out in our auction catalog.  For $25 you get up to four lines (30 characters max per line).  Just go to
www.lafayettehsa.org click on the auction 2011 link.  You can use the Shout-Out link on the Parent’s Page
to purchase your catalog space and then send an email with your text to lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com.
Or you can write out your text and include it with your check (made payable to Lafayette HSA) and place it
in the Auction Mailbox in the Great Hall.  These are also great for grandparents so please remind them to
look at the special Grandparent’s Page on our auction website.

Featured Donations: Once again, our children’s classes are creating one-of-a-kind art pieces for the Class
Creations Category and the teachers and staff are generously donating outings, activities, and their precious
time to the Teacher’s Treat Category.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Other featured donations this week
are: a week of Barrie Day Camp, a week of Sidwell Summer Camp, garden consultation with Gardening &
Gentle Redesign, a chiropractic exam and adjustment from Lafayette alumnus Dr. Gabrielle Shaughness, and
coffee-a-day for a year from Modern Times Coffeehouse at Politics & Prose.

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART – MARCH 11TH– Marjorie McLure, Physical Education Teacher
Jump Rope for Heart is coming up.  On March 11th, the kids at Lafayette will be jumping and dancing to help
raise funds for the American Heart Association (AHA). Funds that are raised are used to provide research and
education in the areas of heart disease and prevention. Lafayette has been participating for more than ten years
and has raised well over $100,000 for the AHA. The students at Lafayette are amazing when it comes to
community service.  Last year we raised more than $23,000, which ranked us 39th in the country.  Raising
money is an important part of the program, but the lesson of being active and taking care of our bodies is even
more important.

For the next few weeks we will be preparing our bodies for JRFH by dancing, exercising, and learning how
to jump rope or adding new jump skills to our repertoire.  It is an exciting time in the gym.

In order to participate in JRFH, each child must turn in a permission slip.  These were due on Monday,
February 14th.  If you missed the deadline, please turn in ASAP.  Tear off the permission slip from the envelope
that was sent home and put it in the JRFH box in the Great Hall.  Information for the event was sent home on a
pink flyer. If you did not see it or have additional questions, please ask Ms. McClure.

Pledges are due on March 14th.  If your family decides to try to raise money consider trying the on-line
method.  This is the most efficient and productive strategy.  Just register online at www.americanheart.org/jump
Click on Washington, D.C., and then find Lafayette and you’re ready to register.

All correspondences should be put in the JRFH box in the Great Hall.  Also, volunteers are needed. If you
can help, please contact Ms. McClure at marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov.
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EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR PLACING ORDERS FOR WILSON PERSONALIZED PAVER IS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH!
Did you miss the December deadline to place an order for a Wilson personalized paver?  Good News!  The
building contractors for the new Wilson have agreed to a brief window of opportunity to place new paver
orders.  These personalized pavers will be permanently set around the new entryway at Wilson during the
current renovations.  This would make a GREAT gift for your favorite past, present, or future Wilson Tiger.
Don’t forget to order one for your 2011 Wilson Graduate!   For a donation of $100 you can purchase a 4" x 8"
paver to commemorate your Wilson student, favorite teacher, club, sport, or group of friends.  Proceeds will
support the PTSA-led Woodrow Wilson High School $75,000 Capital Campaign celebrating the 75th
Anniversary of Wilson.  Order forms are available at www.wilsonhs.org (link on lower right hand side of page
under “Latest Files”).  The deadline for all new orders is Friday, February 25th.  Questions?  Contact Beth Van
Hanswyk at bvanhanswyk@yahoo.com.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal
Last Saturday I spent the afternoon at my favorite quilt shop taking a three hour workshop.  I try to do this about
every other month.  Next weekend I will be at rehearsals and then performing with the WPAS Men, Women,
and Children of the Gospel Choirs at our annual tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. concert.  Why all this
information about my life?  I’ve been thinking a lot recently about Lafayette and where it fits in all this
emphasis on “reform” and have decided that we really don’t fit well.  And my experiences in the worlds of
quilting and music have given me some understanding of why not.

When I started sewing and quilting, I was interested in learning just about everything I could.  In the craft
world, I was what is called a process person.  I took workshop after workshop, bought book after book all trying
to learn everything I could about techniques.  And it wasn’t just quilting.  I learned to knit, embroider, do
needlepoint, just about anything with a needle and fine motor skills.  I started lots of projects but never had a
great completion rate.  I eventually started to focus on just one or two activities and soon became a different
kind of craft person.  I became more interested in the product I was creating.  And while I still take classes and
learn about new techniques, getting things done is most important to me.

Same with music.  Rehearsals are all about the process.  New music to learn.  New conductor to follow.
New people to sing with.  Next Sunday’s concert is particularly challenging to me because it has a lot of gospel
music on the program and that does not come naturally to me.  Bach, Mozart, Beethoven?  No problem.  But
syncopated rhythms, blue notes, and diminished chords are not my strong suit.  So the last few weeks have been
heavy duty process rehearsals.  But eventually there will be a product that will be ready to be delivered to a very
enthusiastic audience.

So what does this have to do with school reform and Lafayette?  As I see it, school reform as currently
described is very process oriented.  If we just get the most “highly effective” teachers?  If they just follow a
prescribed teaching plan with the right number of questions?  Did the lesson tap into the right number of
learning styles? Were there the right numbers of positive statements?  Do the students make positive comments
to each other?  This is what DCPS central office staff come to see and count when they visit Lafayette.  All
“process” behaviors.  But shouldn’t all these behaviors lead to something else?  Where is the conversation on
student products?

So the conflict at Lafayette is because I feel we are a product school.  Last Friday the PK children took to
the stage to show all they have learned at the International Celebration.  All over the school building are
displays of student work.  Personal narratives, poetry, math activities.  Hundreds of pieces of art work.  Letters
to Dr. King.  Work everywhere.  Yes, we learn processes at Lafayette.  The fourth grade is hard at work on long
division and equivalent fractions.  There are steps to follow.  But coming up is their suitcase fair and the
products they will be developing to show what they have learned about each state.  The fifth grade is getting
ready to start their auction quit. They are going to learn some processes, but there will be a finished quilt for
bidding.

I don’t worry too much about processes at Lafayette.  My teachers have them down and use lots of them
everyday.  Over the years we have learned new processes with the adoption of new curriculum materials.  Being
an arts integration school has meant that all of us have learned new ways to teach when arts are added.  But
eventually those processes must lead to something more, some kind of product.  So while “reform” will
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continue to be the buzzwords in the paper and on television, we will continue to make sure that we can take our
learned processes and apply them well.  We will have very few unfinished products.  We will take those learned
skills and refine them and add to them.  Because while I love the process of picking out, cutting, and sewing
fabric together or learning new pieces of music,  I also like the finished quilt ready to give as a gift or the
applause in the Kennedy Center.  And so do the children at Lafayette.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
* Need Help With Homework? Lafayette graduate Izzy Jensen, a 10th grader at Wilson High School, is
available for homework help or tutoring on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, at 3:45 or later.  Great with children,
straight-A student, and experienced tutor.  Contact izzyj951@verizon.net or (202) 460-0735.
* Chess Club is Starting Up Again!  The very popular chess club will be restarting TODAY, February 15th.
The class will be held on Tuesdays from 3:15 to 4:15 in the cafeteria.  The price is $50 per child (checks are to
be made out to:  Tri County Chess Corner).  There will be six sessions and on the seventh session will be a
chess tournament.  If your child participated in the first Chess Club session please have them come today as
Felix will be handing out awards and certificates from  the last tournament.  Any questions?  Call or e-mail Lisa
Resch at (202) 237-7101 or balancingact_dc@yahoo.com.
* PLAY BALL!  Northwest Little League’s registration is now OPEN for T-ball and little league baseball.  Our
T-ball league is for youngsters who are five or six while our little league runs up through twelve year olds.  It’s
a great way for kids to exercise, learn teamwork, meet new friends and just have fun in the sun!  For more
information please visit our website - www.NWLLDC.org.
*  HoopEd is offering one day Mini All Sports and Games Camps for the upcoming Profession Day,
February 18th, and the President’s Day Holiday, February 21st.  Camp will be held right at Lafayette in the
gym and on the fields! Camp runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00p.m. and boys and girls ages six to thirteen are
welcome.  And it is just $50 for the day.  For more information or to register online go to
www.hoopeducation.com.
* LAFAYETTE ALUMNUS, SEMI-FINALIST IN DC CAPital STARS TALENT COMPETITION.
Kaedy Fischer, a senior at Wilson High and alumnus of Lafayette Elementary School, recently competed in a
DC city-wide talent competition, open to all D.C. Public High School students.  Kaedy made it through the
judges to the semi-finals and in order to make it to the finals, she needs votes from Lafayette parents and
beyond.  Click on the link below, register, create an account and vote a 5 star for Kaedy.  It will only take a few
minutes out of your time.  The Top 10 finalists will compete for college scholarships during a performance at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.   MANY THANKS!!!!!
http://gala.dccap.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=210
* Resiliency for Life – PEP classes for every occasion.  With everything going on in the news today, it’s hard
to figure out how to teach our children to have courage to face life’s challenges.  This generation’s children
have had more than their fair share of tragedy to deal with - September 11th, war, natural disasters, shootings
like recent one in Tucson - and they’ll need resilience to help them through the large and small difficulties of
life.   How can we teach our children to be more resilient?  It starts with us as parents and how we handle our
own life, as well as how we respond to our children when they have difficulties.  Start by taking the Raising
Resilient Children's Resiliency Quiz. Then check out these articles on helping your children to be resilient.  PEP
offers many courses on parenting our kids and is a wonderful resource for our community!  Check it out at
http://www.parentencouragement.org/.

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.



Tuesday Bulletin 2-15-11 – page 5

Lafayette Night at Potomac Pizza
Wednesday, February 23rd

4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Dine In or Carry Out

20% of the proceeds go to Lafayette

COME JOIN THE PARTY!


