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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
March 10 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
March 11 (Friday) — Jump Rope for Heart 
March 16 (Wednesday) — WISE meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
March 18 (Friday) — No School, Professional Development Day 
March 25 (Friday) — Half Day, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
March 26 (Saturday) — Lafayette Auction, 6:30 p.m. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL — Testing time at Lafayette (see page 4) 

  
FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA co-presidents 

Thank you to the parents who attended the Nominating Committee’s HSA Board open house this past Saturday 
morning. The Nominating Committee is still working to recruit candidates for the HSA Board for the 2011-12 
school year. If you are interested or know someone who would be great, please contact Kristen Willsey for 
more information at kwillsey@verizon.net.  
     The DCPS budgets are out for next year, and school administrators are optimistic about our 2011-12 
numbers. We will know more tomorrow after attending the LSAT meeting and will report back in next week’s 
column. 
     An update on the cafeteria floor: we met with the flooring company representative on Friday and plan to 
have repairs made to the ripped areas and torn seams. There is moisture problem which we are hopeful the 
installer and manufacturer will repair at no cost. 
     Lastly, the online auction is up and running and new items are added weekly! Check it out: 
https://secure.maestroweb.com/default.aspx?OrgID=61 
 

ONLINE AUCTION FEVER IS IN THE AIR   
**Week #1 online bidding closes at 10:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 9 (TOMORROW!) 

**Week #2 NEW items come online Thursday, March 10 at 9:00 a.m. 

     The first-ever Lafayette online auction is off and running and you don’t want to miss out on all the fun. In 
fact, a new item has been recently added — a stay at Virginia’s Red Fox Inn. You only have one more day to 
bid on the Week #1 items —Week #1 bidding closes at 10:00pm on Wednesday, March 9. Remember that you 
can use the “Buy Now” feature to make sure you get the items you really want — you don’t want someone to 
sneak up on you at the last minute and get that item you‘ve been eyeing all week. 
     Week #2 will be even bigger and better than Week #1! With over TWICE the items, there will be 
something for everyone and every price range. Log on at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 10 to start bidding on 
Week #2 items. Here are just a few of the great things going online for Week #2: top spot on the coveted Kosta 
Browne Winery waiting list; 2 nights at Chicago Mart Plaza in downtown Chicago; microdermabrasion 
treatment; gift card to Silver Stars gymnastics; 3 week sleep-away experience at Chestnut Lake Camp; 
professional organizing services; a dozen cupcakes from Georgetown Cupcakes. 
     Going, going…gone! All items in the online auction will be sold by March 16, and will not be available at 
the live auction party on March 26. So make sure you go online and make your bids. Remember — anyone can 
get in on the fun of the online auction — pass along the link to family and friends who want to support 
Lafayette but can’t be here for the Auction Party on March 26.  
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TICKETS FOR AUCTION PARTY ON SALE NOW 

By now you should have received your invitation in the mail to the Auction Party on March 26. Tickets are 
available for purchase through the website, www.lafayettehsa.org, or just mail your invitation reply card and 
check to Maura Walsh Rogan. You can also make a cash donation toward the cost of a ticket for our teachers 
and their guests. Get ready for a glamorous evening on the red carpet as we “Return to the Golden Age of 
Hollywood.” The evening includes unlimited hors d’oeuvres, dinner, and desserts, open bar for the night, and 
plenty of bidding opportunities in the Silent and Live auctions! Your ticket also includes admission to the 
auction after-party (also at the school) with casino games, live music, snacks and drinks. It will be the biggest 
party of the year — be sure to line up your sitter now! 
 

FINAL DEADLINE FOR AUCTION CATALOG SHOUT-OUTS: TODAY! 

When the auction catalog comes home, show your child their own special shout-out! This is a great and 
affordable way to say “keep up the good work,” “thank you” to a special teacher, or “congratulations” to a 
graduating fifth-grader. You can let your child give a shout-out to their friends, or send a special message to 
brighten someone’s day. For just $25 you get 4 lines of text (30 characters/line). See the attached form and get 
your message included today! 
 
CAN YOU HELP OUT ON AUCTION WEEKEND? 

We are looking for volunteers to help out on auction weekend, March 26-27. We need people to help set up, 
work check-in on Saturday, work check-out on Sunday, and help to clean up. If you can help for even an hour, 
it would be greatly appreciated! Please e-mail lafayetteauction2011@yahoo.com if you can help.  
 
ATTENTION: FIFTH-GRADE PARENTS  
Looking for an inexpensive way to support Lafayette? In connection with the online auction, photographer, and 
Lafayette mom, Laurie Aladjem has photographed all of your children to commemorate their time at Lafayette! 
You can buy a picture or even a personalized mug, mouse pad and more. All proceeds go to Lafayette.  Just go 
to www.ltaphotography.smugmug.com and purchase your items there — they will be shipped directly to you (or 
to whomever you'd like to receive them). Click on Lafayette 2011, and it will prompt you for a password, which 
you should have received from your room parents. If not, you can e-mail Laurie for it: lta.dc@me.com. 
     To save on shipping, you can buy the pictures on the online auction website — but not all picture sizes (or 
other merchandise) will be available. It's your choice.! E-mail www.lafayetteaution2011@yahoo.com with any 
questions. 
 
"WISE CORNER" — Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 

The WISE group will meet on Wednesday, March 16 at 3:30 p.m. to discuss autism spectrum disorders (ASDs), 
interventions, and various community resources available. As this fastest-growing area of disability continues to 
affect our children and our lives, we must come together and provide support to each other and to our children 
in order to be as effective as possible. If you have had experiences with autism, have resources to share, or just 
want to know more about ASDs please plan on joining us March 16. We hope to see you there!  
     Please see WISE newsletter attached to this e-mailed bulletin. 
 

FROM THE ART ROOM  — Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher 

Happy Arts and Music In Our Schools Month! Although, here at Lafayette we seem to celebrate the arts all year 
long! 

     Congratulations to fourth-grader Kerry Gionis whose design was selected for the 2011 Spring Fair t-shirt! 
Finalists in our contest also included Madeleine Teems, Zola Canady, Alex Silva, and the duo of Lauren 

White and Quinn Wright. Their winning designs are on display in the Great Hall.      
     Help is needed scanning the student’s drawings for our beloved art and literary anthology, IMAGES, 

which is published each spring and includes every student’s writing and drawing! Please e-mail me at 

lauriemclward@gmail.com if you are willing to scan a grade or two either at school or at home sometime 

between mid-March through mid-April.  
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     Last month, three fifth-year architecture students from 
Howard University came in to share their final project with 
the third-grade classes. They brought slides, models, tools, 
and plans with them and kept us all captivated, even slicing 
an apple to explain what a section drawing was! Thank you 
to parent Corina Wright who made the arrangements and 
brought in pastries for our special guest lecturers!  

    Finally, a huge thank you to Principal Lynn Main for 
all her noontime help on our fifth-grade quilt. The sewing 
machines have been humming for the past two weeks and our 
depression era feed sack quilt is starting to come together in 
time to be sold to the highest bidder at the Lafayette Auction! 
Thank you also to the extra parents who came in to help with 
the hand-stitching during class. Fifth-grade parents rock! 
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the auction!  
 

LAFAYETTE BASKETBALL NEWS — Mr. Johnson and Ms. Shapiro, Basketball Coaches 
The Lafayette Girls made their third City Championship appearance in seven seasons, but fell short to Burrville 
Elementary. This was their first and only loss of the season. The girls were awarded the DCIAA Division Title 
Trophy, DCIAA Region B Trophy and the DCIAA City Championship Runner-up Trophy. Anna Fischer was 
awarded the All American Trophy for her outstanding play throughout the season. The boys returned to the 
Final Four but fell short to Stuart Hopkins Elementary in the Semi-Finals. This was the first time both boys and 
girls teams made it to the Final Four. The coaching staff would like to thank Ms. Main, Mr. Young, staff, 
students and especially the parents who help provide transportation to and from many away games. A 
celebration is being planned for both the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams. It has been a pleasure watching the 

kids grow and develop this year. 
 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART NEWS — Ms. McClure, Physical Education Teacher 

     Jump rope for Heart is this Friday, March 11. PK, K and 1st grades will be jumping from 12-1:15 p.m. 
While 2nd through 5th will have their event after school from 3:15-5:30 p.m. 
     Only students who have turned in permission slips will be admitted. Please make sure your child is prepared 
for the day with comfortable clothes and sneakers. 
     Volunteers are still needed for both events. PK, K and 1st grade parents please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher to sign up. All others please contact me at marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov I am in great need of 
volunteers to help with the set up and distribution of food and drinks. Please help if you can. 
     Pledges are due on March 14. If your family decides to try to raise money consider trying the on-line 
method. This is the most efficient and productive strategy. Just register online at www.americanheart.org/jump 
Click on Washington, DC, and then find Lafayette and you’re ready to register. 
     Keep collecting pledges — we are well on our way to our goal of $20,000.  Please convert cash into checks 
when possible. Make checks payable to The American Heart Association. 
     Thanks to all for your support. Any questions please ask Ms. McClure. 
 
LARRY NEAL WRITERS' CONTEST ANNOUNCED: 
DEADLINE IS MONDAY, MARCH 28 

The DC Department of Arts and Humanities has announced this year's information for their annual writers' 
contest. The deadline is Monday, March 28 at 5:30 p.m. The age categories for the competition are: Adult (age 
19 and up), Teen (ages 13-18) and Youth (ages 8–12). The entry categories and word counts for youth and teen 
are: 
• Poetry: Two unpublished poems (one poem per page)  
• Short Story: One unpublished story, not to exceed 500 words, double-spaced  
• Essay: One unpublished essay, not to exceed 500 words, double-spaced  
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       Some teachers will do this as a class assignment, but all students ages eight or older are encouraged to 
participate. See Ms. Echave for copies of applications and guidelines or download the complete guidelines and 
an application by searching under “Larry Neal” on the www. dcarts.dc.gov web page.     
     An applicant must submit one (1) completed application form and ten (10) copies of their writing 
submission by the deadline. As usual, we will hand deliver entries for all students who follow all the directions 
and submit their entries to Ms. Echave by 9 a.m. on Monday, March 28. 
        For more information on Larry Neal, the competition and awards ceremony, visit http://dcarts.dc.gov or 
contact Carlyn Madden, Arts Education Manager, at carlyn.madden@dc.gov. 
     For general information about DCCAH and the agency’s grant programs and special projects, visit 
http://dcarts.dc.gov or call 202-724-5613. 
 
GIRLS ON THE RUN! 
We have eight more slots left on the GOTR team. If your daughter is interested in joining, the sign-up form 
(titled “English Registration”) is attached to the e-mailed Tuesday Bulletin. Please complete the form and turn 
in with your check to the HSA filing cabinet in Lisa Resch's box (top left drawer). For more information about 
DC's GOTR program visit: http://gotrdc.org/ 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

Last week we finished our fourth set of benchmark tests for the year. Tuesday and Wednesday mornings were 
spent taking the DC-BAS reading and math multiple choice tests. We should get the results back later this week 
and then will look at the data to see what areas we still need to work on before the big high stakes test period the 
beginning of April. 
     We try hard at Lafayette to not make testing the be all of our existence. No pep rallies or pep talks before the 
big days. We try to just be very matter of fact about the entire experience. I don’t believe a year’s worth of 
learning can be distilled into a few days of testing. But way too much that defines a school’s success is defined 
by how well students do on these tests. 
     We think it is important that the students themselves know about these tests and their personal scores. So we 
have developed our own review process. After each DC-BAS, some of our fourth- and fifth-grade students fill 
out a personal evaluation form. They get a copy of their results. On a recording sheet they record the items they 
missed. The skills those items covered. Since we get to keep the copies of these test books, they go back and 
reread the item and then try to discover why they picked the answer they did. There are many “aha” moments 
during this activity. “I added instead of subtracted.” “I forgot what an antonym is.” “I had trouble understanding 
the picture graph. I didn’t realize that each person really meant two not one. I should have read the key.” 
     I was at a meeting last month with a group of principals who were surprised that the children at Lafayette 
evaluate their own performance like this. Their teachers do something similar to this but not the students. Well 
maybe it’s because we have so many students, but we don’t have time for the teachers at Lafayette to fill out 
charts on all our students. We test more students than some schools have in their entire student body. But I think 
it is because we feel that the children at Lafayette in many ways are responsible for their own learning. Our 
Daily Five system in the primary grades certainly teaches boys and girls how to manage a full morning of 
reading activities without constant teacher direction. And as I used to tell my own children, “I already passed 
the fourth [or whatever grade they were in]. It’s your turn now.” So we involve our students in looking at their 
own testing results. We hope by letting them see where they made errors or how questions are constructed to 
trick you up, they will see an improvement in their performance. We hope this will lead to overall higher scores. 
For right now these numbers are important in how a school is rated. We know that and we are always trying to 
improve. But we also know that for most school days, there are much more important things to do than to worry 
about tests. So we try to keep a balance. We think that is best for our students. We hope you think so, too. 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Lafayette kindergarten soccer on Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. My name is Kim Hutchinson. My son, Timothy is 
in Mrs. Haigler’s Orange base at Lafayette. I have volunteered to be a parent coordinator for Brit-Am soccer 
and am organizing a soccer group for the kindergarten after-school crowd. It will be held at Lafayette on 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. The first practice will be on Tuesday, April 5 and run for 8 weeks. The cost is $110. 
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Please contact me at 202-746-5461 or khutchinson@globalautomakers.org if you are interested in joining this 
group.   
*Band and strings camp. The DC Youth Orchestra will be offering band and string day camps for students 
with at least one year of playing experience on their instrument. Camp runs June 20-July 2 with performances 
on July 3 & 4, DC Residents $350, MD/VA $425 (financial aid available for those in need). Before and after 
care available. Band camp is for rising 7th-9th graders and strings camp for rising 5th-9th graders. Evening 
classes for beginner students July 11-29. Go to www.dcyop.org for more information and to register. 
*Spring break and summer arts camps. Think Spring with arts camps and classes @ CREATE Arts Center in 
downtown Silver Spring! Register now for spring break and summer camps. CREATE also offers no school day 
camps when DCPS is not in session, including March 18, April 15 and April 25. Camps run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
for ages 6-12 (13 & 14 years old can be CITs). Before and after camp care available. The spring session of 
after-school and weekend arts classes starts in early April. For more information and to register, go to 
www.createartscenter.org.  
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin 
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday Bulletin 3-8-11– page 6 

Parent Encouragement Program News 
 

When life hands your children lemons, will they know how to make 
lemonade?     
  
As much as we would like the road to be smooth as our children travel through life, we know 
that there will be bumps and even breakdowns along the way. And, really, even if we could 
make everything easy for them, would we? 
  Just as a muscle grows stronger when it has to work hard, children develop their abilities and 
strengths by overcoming obstacles. But how, exactly, does that happen in daily life? And, what's 
the parent's role? 
     Finds answers in Raising Children to Be Resilient -- the class for parents who want to help 
their children access their own strengths and build skills to face life's challenges, recover from 
setbacks, and forge ahead with courage and a positive attitude.  
   

Raising Children to Be Resilient 
 Mondays, March 7 through March 28 (4 weeks) 

7:30-9:30 pm, at PEP in Kensington 
$95/person, $160/couple (PEP Members: $85/person, $145/couple) 

This class is for parents of children of all ages, and there is no PEP prerequisite. 
Tell your friends, and forward this email to them! Pre-registration is required; call PEP at 301-
929-8824 or 703-242-8824. 
   

PEP "Can Do Kids" Fair 
For Families 

Saturday, March 12 
At the Parent Encouragement Program 

Kensington 
2:30-4:30 pm 

$15 per person; max $50 per family  

Young children can travel from Home Creating (vacuuming, sewing machines and dishwashing) 
to People Skills (introductions, thank-you's and cyber-smarts), then check out The Good Earth 
and many other stations as they proudly demonstrate skills they already have and learn new 
ones. Don't miss "What's Wrong With This Room?" -- a game of detection. Activities are geared to 
children ages 3 through 10. Middle school and high school students can volunteer and earn 
community service hours.   
Pre-registration is required; call PEP at 301-929-8824 or 703-242-8824.  
 

 

Parent Encouragement Program 
10100 Connecticut Ave, Kensington, MD 20895 

 

 
 
 


