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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
May 12 (Thursday) –  HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
May 12 (Thursday) – Lafayette Night at Jake’s, 7 p.m.
May 16 (Monday) – Parent/ Teacher Conferences, No School
May 18 (Wednesday) – Arts Night I (early childhood, 1st grade, chorus, band, and strings), 6 to 8:30 p.m.
May 25th & 26th (Wednesday and Thursday) – D.C. Theater Café
May 30 (Monday) – No School, Memorial Day
June 3 (Friday) – Field Day
June 8 (Wednesday) – Arts Night II (2nd through 5th grades), 6 to 8:30 p.m.
June 9 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
June 9(Thursday) – HSA General Meeting, 7 p.m.
June 10 (Friday) – Pre-Kindergarten Graduation

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – A busy week at Lafayette…. (see page 5)

FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents
What an amazing spring fair... we can’t quite put our finger on it, but everything seemed to click.  It was festive
and well attended but did not feel overcrowded, the new rides on the field were so fun and different, and using
tickets for both food and the games/rides did a great job to minimize the lines.  We just can’t thank Kristi
Teems, Barbara Nogueira, Marilyn Kitzes and their spring fair team enough.  The wonderful thing about the
spring fair is that it’s an event for our Lafayette families but also for the larger community, too – it’s a really
special day.

The HSA board elections were held last Thursday night, and the 2011-12 board was voted in.  It’s a
committed, smart group of parents who will be leading the HSA next year.  Please put the last HSA General
Meeting of the year – on June 9th at 7:00 p.m. – on your calendar.  This is the night when the HSA treasurers
will present next year’s budget and we vote on it.  It’s an important one to attend as need a quorum of voters.

Lastly, please check the HSA website for the new dates of both Arts Nights as well as the dates for this
week’s Lafayette Night at Jake’s, class picture day, Field Day, Pre-K graduation, Politics & Prose book fair, and
much more.

CLASS PICTURE DAY UPDATE
Next Tuesday, May 17th, is the day for class photos, the 5th Grade Panoramic photo, and a few groups that had
to be rescheduled from last week’s group/club picture day.  Later this week, order forms will be distributed via
backpack express.  The deadline for submitting an order for a class or group photo (i.e., sports teams, clubs,
musical groups, etc.) will be next Friday, May 20th.  Please make a note of this deadline because any orders
submitted after that date will be subject to an additional service charge.  Fifth Grade Parents:  there will be a
separate order form for the panoramic photo, so look for two order forms to be sent home, and submit your
orders accordingly. Questions?  Contact Suzanne Vieth (msvieth@verizon.net) or Leslie Miller
(leslielynmiller@gmail.com).
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TEACHER APPRECIATION UPDATE -- Suzanne Vieth and Marilyn Kitzes, Hospitality Co-Chairs
Last week was Teacher Appreciation Week, and on your behalf the Lafayette HSA planned daily “treats” to
show the teachers and staff our appreciation for all their hard work.  The treats ranged from a breakfast
generously donated and catered by Broad Branch Market, to a Friday afternoon “candy garden.”   In addition,
we put together a Power Point slide show featuring quotes of appreciation submitted by Lafayette students and
parents.  The slide show was on display in the Great Hall last Thursday and Friday.  If you missed it but would
like to see it, a .pdf copy of it will be posted on the Lafayette web site (www.lafayettehsa.org) later this week.
The HSA Board would like to thank Broad Branch Market for the breakfast and Jenny Murray for putting
together the “candy garden”—two yummy and well-received gestures of appreciation.

THE LAFAYETTE MARDI GRAS CONTINUES….
BUT…  without the face painting, the moon bounce, or the kids!

Just Cocktails, Food, & Fun with Lafayette Parents
Thursday, May 12th

7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Jake’s American Grille

5018 Connecticut Avenue (across from Politics & Prose)
Featuring guest bartenders serving hurricanes (what else?)

10% of all profits and tips go to Lafayette Elementary
RSVP to Laura Scalzo at ljscalzo@msn.com

ARTS NIGHT!
We hope you will join us for our two Arts Night performances:  May 18th: Pre-K, K, 1st grade, Strings, Choir,
Beginning Band, Advanced Band, and Percussion Ensemble.  June 8th: 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade.   Some
important things to note:

* For everyone, with the exception of Pre-K and K, students’ attendance at Arts Night is mandatory.  We
want the students to be able to perform what they have been working hard to put together!
* We are dressing up for Arts Night. For girls - skirts, dresses, dress pants and dress shoes. For boys -
khaki pants or dress pants, a dress shirt and dress shoes. No jeans, no flip flops, please.

Below are times where students need to be for May 18th.  More information will follow for the June 8th concert.

May 18th Arts Night

Group Time to Gather in Ms. Stinson’s
music room

Time of Performance

Pre-K 6:00 6:10
K 6:10 6:25-6:40
1st 6:30 6:45-6:55
Choir 6:45 7:00-7:05
Strings 6:50 7:10-7:20

Beginning Band 7:20 7:40-7:50
Advanced Band 7:20 7:55-8:05
Percussion Ensemble 7:55 8:10-8:25

SALAD BAR DEBUTS TUESDAY MAY 10th FOR 5th GRADE
Something fresh and exciting is coming to Lafayette School starting Tuesday May 10th during 5th grade lunch.
Our brand new salad bar debuts complete with fresh dressings made daily right here in Lafayette’s kitchen.
Special thanks go to Ms. Main, Mr. Young, Pearl Murphy, and her team in the Lafayette kitchen for making this
happen quickly for the kids.

Stocked with fresh vegetables, fruits, and proteins from Chartwells, who has been putting a premium on
local produce, the salad bar will be available to 5th graders at lunch time on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the
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rest of the school year.  We are looking forward to expanding the salad bar for other grades next year when we
also hope to feature fresh vegetables from our Lafayette garden.  Salads are free for kids who buy hot lunch and
cost just $1 for those who do not purchase hot lunch and bring lunch from home.  Parents can add money to
their child’s lunch money account to purchase salads very easily by signing up at www.mylunchmoney.com.

Tania Mercer, Nutrition Committee member and Lafayette mom and chef, and Mr. Young held special
training sessions the first week back from spring break for the 5th grade on salad bar protocol and also got
suggestions for dressings that the 5th graders would like to see at the salad bar.  Working with BLT Steak Chef
Victor Albisu, who has adopted Lafayette as part of D.C. Chefs Move to Schools Program, Whitney Bateso,
Chartwells’ lead dietician, and Clay Berry, Chartwells’ chef, our own Ms. Pearl Murphy and her team in the
Lafayette kitchen have created four fresh dressings for the salad bar that will available each week.

Chef Albisu will be at Lafayette for the debut of the salad bar to demonstrate to the 5th grade how to
make the dressings, as well as officials from DCPS food services and Chartwells who have been so helpful in
making the salad bar a success at Lafayette.  Special thanks to HSA Co-President Lisa Resch for applying for
the grant from Whole Foods and the Great American Salad Bar program so that we could obtain the salad bar
itself, Patricia Massey from DCPS Food Services for all her advice, Mr. Young, Tania Mercer, and the members
of the HSA Nutrition Committee for their work bringing fresh healthy foods to Lafayette.

And speaking of healthy foods, mark your calendars and stay tuned for DCPS Food Services
Strawberries and Salad Greens Day on May 25th when schools throughout D.C. will be featuring fresh local
strawberries and greens for all grades. Log on to http://tinyurl.com/66am3xb  for more information and stay
tuned for fun and delicious ways we will be celebrating at Lafayette.

WWW.MYLUNCHMONEY.COM – NEVER WORRY ABOUT LUNCH MONEY AGAIN
Here is a great new tip we learned about thanks to Patricia Massey from the DCPS - a great, simple way to
mange your child's lunch money account! Simply go to https://mylunchmoney.com/ and click on register new
account and put in our zip code, 20015, select Lafayette and then follow the prompts. You can add money, pay
be credit card, check your child’s balance, and more.

If you have a 5th grader who normally brings their lunch but wants to try the new salad bar, this is a great
way to put some money on their account so they can get a salad whenever they want.

MEET CHEF VICTOR ALBISU OF BLT STEAK
Did you know that Lafayette now has our own resident Chef?  Please meet Chef Victor Albisu of BLT Steak
who has adopted Lafayette as part of the First Lady’s Chefs Move to Schools Program. D.C. Public Schools has
a great program going and we are so excited to have Chef Albisu adopt our school.  He has already been
instrumental in helping with our fresh dressings program for the salad bar and has been over to tour our school
and the lunch room.  In the coming days and weeks, Chef Albisu will be helping to promote the salad bar and
work on fresh new ideas with Ms. Pearl and Chartwells. And next year we will be looking to work with Chef
Albisu around our garden, our salad bar, and maybe even for some cooking demonstrations or possibly a
cooking club.

To learn more about Chef Albisu, including his recent tip to Washingtonian Magazine about how to make
a great grilled steak dinner for under $25, click here: http://tinyurl.com/5u68wct.  To learn more about D.C.
Chefs Move to Schools or Let’s Move, click here: http://tinyurl.com/6bg6rea.  If you have some good ideas for
how Chef Albisu can help our kids here at Lafayette or want to take part in any of our activities, please contact
the Nutrition Committee.

POLITICS & PROSE & LAFAYETTE SUMMER READING DEAL
Get your required summer reading, raise money for Lafayette, AND support an independent bookstore!
Help your child win a pizza party while crossing one item off your to-do list.  Return by Friday (!) the order
form sent home with grades 2 through 4.  Books will be available for pickup on June 10th during the Lafayette
Book Fair at Politics & Prose!  Twenty percent of book sales are donated back to the LHSA.  Email Allison
Malley with questions at adc22@georgetown.edu.
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HONORING ANNE RIVERA
After 20+ wonderful years as the first and only director of the Lafayette Elementary School’s Afterschool
Program (LAP), Anne Rivera is retiring. The greater Lafayette community, especially families whose children
have participated in the program, are invited to submit their well-wishes and other shows of appreciation to
LAP c/o Lafayette Elementary School, 5701 Broad Branch Road, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20015; or to
lapprogram@verizon.net.  For additional information, please contact Cindy at (301) 370-1766.

SIGN UP TO SEE THE GREAT ZUCCHINI!
The Great Zucchini is coming to Lafayette this Friday, May 13th from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the cafetorium. It
isn’t too late to sign up your pre-K, K or 1st grader to attend the coolest party of the Spring!  All you have to do
is come to the cafetorium and pay $10 per child at the door.  For those of you who signed up for this party at the
auction – we have you on the guest list already!  Don’t let your child miss this magical, hilarious, interactive
show!  Questions?  Please contact either Mary Raibman (mriabman@starpower.net) or Kerrie Bouker
(jkbouker@verizon.net).  All of the money will benefit the Lafayette HSA.

LAFAYETTE WRITERS SWEEP LARRY NEAL YOUTH AWARDS
Six Lafayette students and one Lafayette graduate captured seven of the nine slots in the Youth Category of the
annual Larry Neal Writers Awards held at the Folger Shakespeare Library on Friday, May 6th.  A complete list
of the winners in this prestigious city-wide writing contest follows.  Please congratulate these students, their
teachers, and parents when you see them.

Poetry:
1st Place - Sharri Barnes (Hart Middle School)
2nd Place – Zachary Nachbar-Seckel (Deal Middle School)
3rd Place – Zoe Zitner (Lafayette Elementary School)
Fiction:
1st Place – Alexandra Heinrich (Lafayette Elementary School)
2nd Place – Talia Zitner (Lafayette Elementary School)
3rd Place – Sophie Weich (Lafayette Elementary School)
Essay:
1st Place – Irina Benson (Thomson Elementary School)
2nd Place – Clare Shaw (Lafayette Elementary School)
3rd Place – Daniel Freymann (Lafayette Elementary School)

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE
Calling all Babysitters!  Calling all Good Samaritans!  Support Red Cross relief efforts, your own community,
and yourself by taking a class from the Red Cross this month, conveniently located at Lafayette.

1.  Babysitting Class, available to anyone 11 years old and up.  Older siblings welcome.  The class is six
hours, can be divided into two or three sessions after school, or in one session on a Saturday.  Cost is $60.00
per person.  With it you get a certificate of completion and lots of great information to take with you to your
summer jobs.
 2.  First Aid Class, available to students 7 years old and up.  This two hour class is $20.00 per person
through the American Heart Association, and upon completion you receive a Friends and Family Card,
identifying you as knowledgeable in First Aid.
 3.  First Aid/CPR/AED Training, available to parents, teachers, au pairs, at $72.00 per person, for a four
hour class through the Red Cross.  This class certifies you for two years.

Please contact Mrs. Cockrell, School Nurse, ASAP, if interested in any or all of these classes!  (202) 282-0462.

DCIAA ELEMENTARY EAST/WEST CHAMPIONSHIP MEET
Friday, May 8th Anacostia SHS – Today’s East-West Championship Meet started with another bus adventure;
this is getting to be too much of a habit!  For our first meet we were treated to nearly two hours of waiting due
to bus company error.  This time the bus arrived almost on time, but then the driver took us into Anacostia Park
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instead of Anacostia High School!  We were a block away from the school and the next thing we knew the bus
was stuck in a parking lot by the roller skating rink.

Luckily this time everything was back “on track” early enough for our athletes to show their stuff.  The
triumphs include Quinn Wright’s 100 meter hurdles run – she had been “psyched out” and unable to jump the
hurdles for a few days but she came through just fine to finish in 5th place overall, joining Danielle Breslow
(2nd) and Maiah Moody (6th) in that event.  Oliver Walke took 3rd place in the boys’ 100 m hurdles.
Ben Korn chopped 15 seconds off his best 800 meter time, and finished just a little bit behind Jonathan
Barnes and Anders Viemose who finished first and second in a photo finish.  Aidan Trinity won the boys’
1600 meters, using good race strategy to hold off Theo Biddle of Shepherd who had beaten Aidan at the last
meet. Aaron King ran a strong 3rd place in that event, with Joe Inglima notching a point for the team by
finishing 8th. Lucy Kellogg set new personal records by winning the 1600 meters in 5:54 and 800 meters in
2:50.  She even took 3rd place in the 400 meters, an event that is out of her comfort zone.  Mei Copacino was a
strong second in both the 1600 and the 800.  The coach and the team are especially proud of Zola Canady and
Billie Evans, who were “drafted” to run the 1600 (Zola) and the 800 (Billie). Not only were they good sports
about it, but they also ran so well that they earned team points for us.

Some of our sprinters caught everyone’s attention: Matthew Harris finished first in his heat and 5th
overall in the 100 meter dash; Quinn Wright ran 200 meters in about 30.3 seconds; Dajuan Green ran under
30 seconds for 200 meters; and Jelani Machen clocked in at 31.1 seconds.  Jelani ran 400 meters in 1:11 – we
think that was first but that is unofficial.

Our girls’ 4 x 200 team of Zola C, Audrey, Skylah, and Billie finished in a dramatic first place in their
heat and 3rd overall. Our other relay teams were terrific also and we’ll tell about them in a later story.  There is
much to say about our field events as well but for now we can report that both Isaac Frumkin and Zola Bzdek
are dominating the triple jump and long jump events, and setting personal records as the season moves along.
Another “good sport” story is that of Philip Brach, who was “drafted” to do the triple jump despite not really
knowing how to do it as of a few days ago. Today at the meet he did just fine, jumping as if he’d been doing it
for a couple years at least!

Today’s meet was cut short when we saw a burst of lightning.  We all hustled into the gym and shortly after
that the meet was stopped. Because of that we do not know the final results of the meet.  However, we do know
how proud we are of our team and its achievements; learning the results cannot possibly make us more or less
proud.   Our next meet is the city championship meet, scheduled for next Saturday, May 14th.  We think our
team will do well (depending on the bus adventure of the week, of course).

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal
Well that was quite a week, wasn’t it?  Could anything else have happened?  Spring Fair, trip to Mount Vernon,
Suitcase Fair, and then the envelope episode with police, firemen, hazmat teams and the press all parked on
Broad Branch Road.  Any suggestions for how we could have made it any more exciting?

First a big thank you to everyone who worked so tirelessly on the Spring Fair.  It takes most of the school
year to make all the arrangements that make the Spring Fair such an amazing community activity.  The
Lafayette weather mojo worked its magic for another year.  Only one dark cloud around 2:15 p.m. and it turned
south when it reached Lafayette.  Thank you to all the volunteers who manned the rides and dished out so much
food.  Who sold tickets, t-shirts, and books.  There were many new families at the fair and they told me over
and over again about how excited they are to be joining such an amazing school family.  Thank you to the set-
up crew who arrived early in the morning and to the take down guys and money counters who finished up about
5:30 p.m.  Everything about fair day was just about picture perfect.

The day before, the fourth grade took over the school for the annual Suitcase Fair.  The day started with
over 100 suitcases, each filled with representative items form a state the student had researched, set up in the
gym.  All morning long, parents, grandparents, and other students visited the fair, talking with various students
about their state and what was in their suitcase.  A delicious luncheon followed as each student (with significant
family help) brought a dish representative of their state to share.  So instead of DCPS food service entrees we
dined on smoked salmon and steak, cheese grits and jambalaya, clam chowder and every dessert imaginable.
Another very successful event for the 4th graders.
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And of course Thursday we had the mystery envelope event.  All the practice and forethought we have put
into emergency preparedness really worked just the way it was supposed to.  A few very simple instructions and
everyone stayed exactly where they were.  The main office staff made all the necessary phone calls.  We
decided not to evacuate the building unless told to by the police or fire department.  We have plan for that but
moving over 700 people is not my first choice unless absolutely necessary.  We got the all clear a little before 3
p.m. and started to get ready for regular dismissal.

There was some talk that evening at the Home and School Association meeting about how parents could
have been informed about the event.  Once the police arrive, they take over the scene and pretty much tell me
exactly what I can and can’t do.  If you had come up to school, you would have not been able to enter.  I was
able to have Mr. Benab out on Broad Branch Road and he met anyone who came up to school for an early
dismissal and explained why that wasn’t happening.  And the fire department and I had already talked about
how we could dismiss the children without having anyone go near the office.  I tried to be very calm and matter
of fact in my announcements that students would be hearing so they were not frightened.  From what I can tell
that worked so well that many of you didn’t hear a thing from your child until after the robo-call that evening.

We come to Lafayette each work day expecting just a plain old regular school day.  Most days are just like
that.  But we have fire drills each month, practice getting quiet within five seconds, follow rules that are
designed to prevent accidents and injuries because we never know.  It’s been a crazy spring for weather.  We
may need to keep our eyes on the skies.  Our electrical power goes out fairly often, but we have got that under
control.  And while you think you are ready for any emergency, I’m sure something is out there waiting for us.
But not matter what it is, the safety of the children at Lafayette is our first responsibility.

FROM THE COMMUNITY
Thank you so much to the many parents, faculty, staff and students who donated so generously and made it
possible for me to participate in this year’s Avon Walk for Breast Cancer.  My daughter and I raised more than
$7300, part of over $5 million raised by DC walkers this year - and it all stays in our community, funding
research, education and treatment programs and moving us closer to a cure. This weekend was an amazing
experience, one that would not have been possible without your generosity and support, and I am truly grateful.
Go raibh maith agat. Margaret Quinn

COMMUNITY NOTICES
* Auction Party Jazz Band CD Now Available.  Did you enjoy the fabulous jazz band, Veronneau, who
generously donated their performance at the Auction Party in March?  Now you can keep the music going at
home by purchasing their new CD, Joie de Vivre.  Wrote Canadian critic Jordan Richardson, “Joie de Vivre
breaks new ground in a world dulled by powerless genres and pointless musical borders. The album is a
cultured compendium of musical styles surrounding an astonishing voice—an exciting offering for those
thirsting for something unique and beautiful.”  The album flows seamlessly from gypsy jazz to samba to the
Beatles.  To buy the album and to find out more about upcoming performances, visit
www.veronnearmusic.com.
*  PCAP Panther Football Training Camp, Saturday, May 21st from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  All ages welcome.
$15 to participate.  Join us at the Lafayette Rec Center for agility drills, ball skills and lots of football fun. First
practice of the season starts at 5:45 p.m. on July 1st. Call the rec center at (202) 282-2206 for more information
or email Erin Rosebar at er876@hotmail.com.
*  Lola, our six and a half year old vizsla, is looking for a family to stay with from July 18 through August
18. She is a good dog who loves being with people, and is great with kids. Contact me if you are interested:
Diana, nogroj@gmail.com, or (202) 758-2074.
*  Seeking an after school babysitter:  Lafayette family seeks a babysitter available 3 to 7 p.m., M-F, to care
for two children aged 10 and 14.  Must have excellent references, driver’s license, and ability to work legally in
U.S.  Please contact Charles or Michele Dunne at (202) 249-1689 or thedunnes@starpower.net.

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.
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