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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 15 (Wednesday) 3:30 - First WISE Meeting, meet the Special Education team at Lafayette 
September 16 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
September 17 (Friday) – No School, Professional Development Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – A New Year, New Routines and Rules (see p. 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA co-presidents 
When I (Dan) was in elementary school, Labor Day was always a bittersweet reminder of the approaching end 
of summer. Of course, in 1970s southern California, that meant there were less than 2 weeks left of summer 
before school started. My daughters hate it when I tell them that!  Congratulations and thank you to Mrs. Main, 
Mr. Young, and the entire faculty and staff for a great Back to School Night. One recurring theme of the year 
clearly is going to be how remarkably well things at Lafayette can run even as enrollment creeps inexorably 
towards 700. But we all know how terribly hard (and late!) everyone has to work to make things appear so 
smooth and seamless, so thank you! 
  If you haven’t already, please be sure to complete your dues forms and update your directory information. 
More information can be found at http://www.lafayettehsa.org. For detailed instructions to set this as your home 
page, go to: 
Internet Explorer: http://support.microsoft.com/kb/252464  
Firefox: http://support.mozilla.com/en-US/kb/How+to+set+the+home+page  
Chrome: http://www.google.com/support/chrome/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=95314  
Safari: http://docs.info.apple.com/article.html?path=Safari/3.0/en/9268.html  
 
LAFAYETTE AUCTION 
The annual Lafayette auction is the biggest fundraiser of the year and we need your help! We are looking for 
volunteers for a wide variety of jobs, ranging from big to small. Have a lot of time to give or just a day? Want to 
meet other Lafayette parents and have a fun time raising money for our school and our children? We need you! 
Please contact us and we will send you a list of volunteer opportunities. We are very excited about the auction 
this year and we look forward to working with you!  
Kerrie Bouker (jkbouker@verizon.net); Andra Gram (andra.gram@gmail.com) Beth Vassalo  
(bethvassalo@yahoo.com); Auction Co-Chairs 
 
 
NOTEBUSTERS STARTING  
Notebusters is an after school vocal music experience open to children at Lafayette in grades 1 through 5.  
Notebusters is about teaching children to have fun through singing and to enjoy performing in front of a live 
audience.  The children have weekly opportunities to gain confidence by standing up in front of their peers to 
sing alone or in small groups.  Children are given lots of opportunities for solo and small group performing 
experiences which build confidence and self assurance, and transfers to all aspects of life.  
Notebusters will meet on THURSDAYS after school beginning September 16.  Pick up is at 4:15.  The fall 
session will run for approximately 10 weeks with a live performance for family and friends the evening of 
November 23. Registration forms available in the school office. 
For more information visit www.alexhelsabeck.com 
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MORE MAD SCIENCE 
Due to all the interest, we’re adding a second Mad Science section on Mondays! Register online at 
www.madscience.org/dc. See attached flyer for more information. 
  
ARTS INTEGRATION LETTER Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 
Welcome to our new Lafayette families and welcome back to our veterans. It was a great pleasure to see so 
many new faces at the Back to School Night New Parents Reception and I was more than delighted to preview 
“Our Partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.” CETA (Changing Education 
Through the Arts) is a partnership with the Kennedy Center to change education through the arts and we have 
been a CETA school since 2004. 

The mission of the Kennedy Center’s CETA program is to positively impact student learning through a 
whole school reform effort focused on professional learning for teachers in arts integration. The professional 
learning opportunities develop teacher’s abilities to plan, lead, and assess quality arts integration and create 
school cultures that support intensive, sustained teacher learning and collaboration. 

To that end, this year we have hit the ground running. Almost all teachers attended the CETA Kick-Off 
2010 at the Kennedy Center during our first week back where other CETA schools were also in attendance.  
There we were told about the courses and workshops, arts coaching, and demonstration teaching being offered 
to teachers this school year. This was followed by break-out sharing sessions by teachers/arts coaches of arts 
integration strategies that have produced positive results. Our own Erin deJonckheere, kindergarten teacher, 
shared a book of poetry created with her last year’s class as a result of attending the course Poetry and Music:  
Exploring Rhythm and Music, taught by nationally recognized art educator Marcia Daft. Ms. deJonckheere says, 
“Teaching little kids poetry is not hard at all.  It helps with their tracking while learning how the reading process 
works.” 

All new teachers attended a CETA orientation and were registered to attend courses that returning teachers 
registered for at the end of last school year. We have already hosted the first of three course sessions on 
Tableau, an arts integration strategy presented by nationally known artist/actor, Sean Layne. More than 20 
teachers attended that session, the second one is coming up this Thursday, and the third will be our second staff 
development day activity.  If you hear your child talking about the Actor’s Toolbox, the Concentration Circle, 
the Cooperation Challenge or the Observation Deck, it is because most of those teachers are already 
implementing what they learned in the class.  One of our goals as a CETA school is to develop a common arts 
integration language so I have a feeling you’ll be hearing those terms a lot.  In fact, ask your child what’s in the 
Actor’s Toolbox. 

On September 17, Marcia Daft will be conducting a workshop called Moving Through Math, an innovative 
approach to teaching mathematics that brings to life conceptual parallels between music, movement, and math 
concepts. More than 15 teachers will be attending with the four second grade teachers working with her 
throughout the year as an arts coach. Several other teams of teachers will host Marcia as she demonstrates 
lessons in their classrooms. Even more will be coached by her on the strategies she teaches in her course Poetry 
and Music:Exploring Rhythm and Music.  Two teachers will be attending Visual Art and Writing, Part II, while 
others will be attending Scientific Thought in Motion. 

In October we will host the first of four sessions of Lines, Shapes, and Patterns:Integrating Math, 
Movement, and Visual Art for teachers of grades PreK -1. The course explores how students can construct and 
demonstrate their understanding of patterns and geometry through the art forms of visual art and creative 
movement. 

Mrs. McLaughlin (Art), Ms. Stinson (Music), and I have been busy meeting with each grade level to plan 
for their informance/performances that meet the arts standards as well as their curriculum standards.  I’ve also 
been scheduling fieldtrips, trying to make sure that each grade has at least one visit to an art museum.  We are 
fortunate, once again, to benefit from the Arts for Every Student (AFES) program of the DC Collaboration for 
the Arts and Humanities.  This program provides 100 free tickets per grade, including transportation, to 
performances and exhibits provided by their partnering organizations which are too many to name. 
 



Tuesday Bulletin 9-7-10– page 3 

Finally, I’d like to let you know that the National Museum of African Art will host their Community Day, 
Saturday, September 18, 12-4:30 and the Kreeger Museum Open House for families will be Sunday, September 
12, 11-4. I know this a lot for the first article of the year but I wanted to let you know that here at Lafayette, we 
are committed to using arts integration to facilitate the growth and development of your children. 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It’s been a busy two weeks at Lafayette.  Teachers are getting to know their students and students are getting to 
know their new classmates. Coming to Lafayette means learning lots of things you never have to do at home 
and so far everyone is doing very well at mastering them. There are new routines to learn, new materials to 
distribute, new rules about homework. There are things to remember, like wearing sneakers on PE day, lunch 
numbers, reading numbers, and how to be an attendance messenger or a lunch box carrier.   

Our youngest students are already bringing the attendance to the office and the lunch count to Mrs. Murphy 
every day.  They have learned how to leave the early childhood wing, get to the office and cafeteria window and 
return to class with no adult assistance.  They are SO proud of how grown up they are when they arrive at the 
office with such an important job like bringing the attendance sheet to Mrs. Bright.  They have already earned 
some GoldenL’s for straight quiet lines or good behavior with Ms. Perll.  It’s amazing how fast these little white 
paper plates become so important to a four-year-old.   

In grades K-3 the students are becoming acquainted with the Daily Five, our management system for 
creating multiple reading groups in a classroom.  Last year we started implementing this program in a few 
classes at each grade level.  This year it will be used in almost all of the primary grades.  There will be more on 
this coming in a later column.  

Homework is starting, and most children will have some homework during the week. We ask that our 
youngest students be read to for about 30 minutes a day. In the primary grades you may be seeing a weekly 
homework sheet with all the assignments for the entire week.  In the upper grades students have planners.  
Homework should take no more than about 10 minutes per grade number. So ten minutes for first grade, 30 
minutes for third and so on. If your child is taking a lot more time, please write a note on the paper and send it 
back to the teacher.  But what I mean by 30 minutes is 30 minutes of active work.  Not looking for a pencil, 
sharpening it, finding the right paper, you know what I mean.   

While homework on one hand is an opportunity to practice a skill learned at school, it is also a good way 
for us to communicate with you about what is happening in the classroom.  I know when you ask ‘what 
happened in school today?’ you often hear ‘nothing.’ That is not true. Almost every day we have reading and 
math, journal writing and a special. Most days we have science or social studies, handwriting and current 
events. We go to the library and check out new books. And we give out homework so you can ask your child 
questions about it. If you hear ‘I don’t have any’ when you ask, the same recommended reading time mentioned 
above applies to your child too. 

The music room has been very busy the last few days.  The third grade has already started playing their 
recorders. The percussion ensemble is back in place and a lot of band instruments are making their first 
appearance. And I heard that the 5th grade has started learning some step dancing. Art work is up all over. Lines 
have been the big topic in grades PK-1. Third grade explored negative space and the second grade mola t-shirts 
are starting to appear. The older students must be doing something that takes more than one period right now.  
The new gym is a huge hit.  It is just gorgeous with the bright white walls and blue floor. When I ask students 
about it, there are lots of thumbs up  

There is so much more to come. Informances are on the calendar as well as field trips and book walks to 
Politics and Prose. Soon we will be getting ready for the Halloween parade. The school year seems to fly by for 
me. There are so many things already learned but so much more to go. But so far it seems to be starting off just 
right for all. 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
BABYSITTING:   
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• Childcare available.  Our excellent nanny, Lyn David, is available mornings, 8 am-2:30 pm, Monday through 
Friday.  She works with us every afternoon and has been with our family for six years.  She is very caring, very 
reliable and she drives her own car.  Please contact Lyn directly at 301-605-4339.  For a reference, please call 
Stephanie at 202-203-8733 

• Part-time childcare wanted: We are looking for an experienced nanny to care for our 10 month old twins in our 
NW Washington, DC home. Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 am to 2 pm.  Please call Christine at 202-
701-6835 for more information. 

SPORTS:  
• AFTER SCHOOL BASKETBALL classes by HoopEd are back at Lafayette Elementary 

School. We are offering After School Basketball for K-3rd graders on Tuesdays and 3rd-5th graders on 
Thursdays. Classes start the week of September 27th. To register, see the home page of the website at 
www.hoopeducation.com <http://www.hoopeducation.com/. For questions contact HoopEd Director Jonathan 
Scribner at jonathan@hoopeducation.com or  202-431-9780. See you on the courts! 

• NEW LAFAYETTE GIRLS U10 SOCCER TEAM: A new Stoddert Lafayette girls U10 soccer team is forming, 
for 4th grade girls. The team will include several girls who are already playing Stoddert soccer, and new players 
too.  Games will be played on Saturdays and there will be 1 practice each week. Please contact Marty Heinrich 
202-215-7610 martinheinrich@hotmail.com 

• Now that the kids are back in school, you can get back to your workout! Join us at QuistMD (5506 Connecticut 
Ave, NW, Suite 27) with our new studio, equipment, and personal trainer, Steve Pazan. As a certified personal 
trainer through the National Academy of Sports Medicine, Steve will guide you through 
doctor-approved exercise plans to help you meet your fitness goals! Call 202-244-8222 or email 
info@quistmd.com for more information. 

LESSONS/TUTORING: 
• Tutoring Available: Reading Specialist, M.Ed and LD trained tutor for all Language Arts needs 

Reading, decoding, comprehension, phonics, fluency, writing, vocabulary, spelling, study and  
organizational skills, and homework support. Grade K-8. Excellent references tsoresman@aol.com 
 617-510-7000; Tobey Oresman 

• Experienced Tutor Available - Lafayette teacher who currently works with children in PreKindergarten through 
5th Grade, but previously worked with middle school students. Specifically trained in areas of language 
development (Phonics, Reading Fluency & Reading Comprehension, Writing etc).  Please contact Erika Pereira 
(202) 679-5044 

• CELLO Lessons: I am a seasoned cellist and performer with more than 20 years of playing experience.  I teach 
beginning and intermediate students and I’ll come to your house. Contact Beth Radovsky at 301-467-4926 or e-
mail me at bradovsky@gmail.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
• We are interested in getting a labradoodle or goldendoodle. I'd like to talk with some families who have one.  

Thanks.  Jessica Goldstein –(Danielle and Eden Breslow's mother - grade 5) 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


