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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
September 16 (Thursday) - HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
September 17 (Friday) - No School, Professional Day
October 11 (Monday) - No School, Columbus Day
October 14 (Thursday) - HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
October 18 (Monday) - No School, Parent/ Teacher Conference Day
October 21 (Thursday) - HSA General Meeting, 7 p.m.
October 23 (Saturday) - Lafayette Fall Halloween Fair, 3 to 5:30 p.m.
October 28 (Thursday) - Halloween Parade and Parties, 12:15 dismissal
October 29 (Friday) - No School, Professional Day

Save the Date For the Lafayette Fall Halloween Fair!
Saturday, October 23rd

3:00 to 5:30 p.m.
An all-ages movie will be shown at 5:30 p.m.

Carnival Games, Moon Bounce, Crafts, Bake Sale, and more!
Room parents will be asking for volunteers soon.

Please contact co-chairs Brendan O'Brien (bfobrien@gmail.com) or Annie Bennett (abennett2000@yahoo.com)
to help or with questions

FROM THE PRINCIPAL –  What’s “The Daily Five”? (see page 2)

FROM THE HSA –Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA co-presidents
Everyone seems to be into a good routine now as we start our 4th week of school.  The school has never

looked better!  Have you seen the primary-colored new, super cool play structure behind the school (where the
1st graders enter)?  The soft cushioning was installed this weekend and will be ready for play this week.  And
the gym floor is cured and open for all PE classes; the transformation is unbelievable – a bright, airy, and fun
space for the children to enjoy.  Parents, please note that absolutely no food, drinks, candy, or gum are
permitted in the new gym as it can permanently damage the floor.  Thank you for helping preserve this space.

What’s coming up?  There is no school this Friday the 17th for a professional development day and no
school on Columbus Day, Monday, October 11th.  The first HSA General Meeting of the year is October 21st
at 7:00 p.m. and the Fall Festival is Saturday, October 23rd.  Mark your calendars!

These dates and a wealth of other useful information, including the HSA dues form and how to update
your information in the Lafayette Family Directory, are on the website.  You’ll also find a list of all the
educational and fun after-school clubs and activities being offered:  www.lafayettehsa.org.
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Lastly, you may have heard that our unwelcome critter friend, Mr. Lice is back in a few grades – as he
always seems to be in the fall.  Please review the DCPS/ Lafayette lice policy letter on the website under “For
Parents” and then “Health Updates.”  We all need to vigilantly adhere to the nit-free policy to control the
spread of lice through the grades.

NEW FAMILIES - PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE DIRECTORY
If you are new to Lafayette and are not receiving the Bulletin electronically yet, don’t worry!  Once we get a
final list from the directory, you should start to receive it at your email address, so you do not need to email the
Tuesday Bulletin to get on the list.  This should happen within the next couple of weeks.  If you haven’t gotten
your information in yet, please do so by emailing Laura Comay at lcomay@starpower.net.

HSA SEEKS DONATED LAPTOP
Have an old laptop lying around your house that you're not using?  The HSA is seeking a gently used laptop for
note taking at our board and general meetings.  Ideally a computer that is current and loaded with basic
Microsoft Office software; the newer the better!  Contact Lisa Resch at (202) 237-7101 if you've got a viable
one to donate.  Many thanks.

JOIN LAFAYETTE'S GREEN MATTERS GROUP
Green Matters is group of parents working to increase environmental awareness in our school community.  A
few examples of recent initiatives include an ink cartridge recycling program that raised more than $1,000 for
the school, battery & cell phone recycling, Spring Fair bottle & can recycling, and implementing a school-wide
paper recycling program in conjunction with the student council as well as selling the blue eco-shopping totes.
We are proudly affiliated with the Alliance to Save Energy's Green Schools Program and the Earth Day
Network.  We’re excited to implement new programs for the 2010-11 school year and welcome fresh ideas from
fellow eco-minded parents.  Low time commitment – meetings once a month.  If interested, please send an e-
mail to Lisa Oakley, Anna Callon or Sarah Buscher at:  sbuscher@verizon.net, oakleyhome@rcn.com, or
acallon@gmail.com.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal
We have a lot of students at Lafayette, each with very different talents and challenges.  Some enter in Pre-K

already knowing all their letters, colors number, and shapes, or even reading.  Others are still working on those
concepts in kindergarten.  We have first grade students who are still figuring out letter sound combinations and
others who are into chapter books.  How to meet the individual needs of a class of students with such a wide
range of abilities?

About a year ago our reading specialists, Kathy Echave and Judy McClanahan, attended a workshop called
the Daily Five.  They came back so enthusiastic that they developed a six-week after school course for the
primary teachers on the program.  Some of the kindergarten and first grade teachers decided to take the plunge
and adopt these new strategies right away.  Others took individual pieces and applied them to their classrooms.
All were so impressed with the changes in their students and their work skills.  This year we decided to include
all the primary grades from kindergarten through second in the program.  On Friday morning these teachers
meet at 8 a.m. to review what they learned last year and to help our new teachers get on board.

So what is the Daily Five?
The Daily Five is a classroom management system to use during a 60-120 minute literacy block.  All

students cycle through five activities each day, differentiated by the educational needs of each student.  Every
student has a period of direct instruction with his or her teacher.  Up to the rug a small group goes with reading
materials in hand.  The lesson may be one on word endings or digraphs.  Context clues may be on one day with
elements of a story on another.  We use our basal reading series at this time to be sure that we are teaching skills
in a sequential manner.  This is step one.

On to step two – word work.  Spelling strategies, word patterns, or learning new vocabulary are all a part of
word work.  Different children need different levels of work here so color coded folders are used to distribute
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the assignments.  A small group works together using each other as a resource person if there is a question.
About 20 minutes goes by and it is time to move again.

Step three is a writing activity.  Writing takes place at a special table.  Some days it is a free writing
assignment, other days it is answering questions about the reading.  Journal writing can take place at this time or
a specific prompt is given to the children.  Good writers write every day.  We want good writers at Lafayette so
we write every day, too.

Then comes actual reading.  First is partner reading where two children take turns reading a book to each
other.  Sitting in the EEKK position (elbow to elbow, knee to knee) they share a book during this time. Or a
student may listen to a book on tape.  Sometimes the students are just looking at the pictures.  A parent
volunteer may be reading to a small group.  All ways to engage students in reading.  In the Daily Five system
this is called Read to Others.

Finally comes Read to Self.  At this time of the year lots of attention is being paid to what we call Just
Right Books.  Books that children can fluently read by themselves.  Books that are not frustrating but fun.  Most
of our classroom libraries have been leveled (each book is given a grade level) and children learn to pick a book
at the appropriate level.  But sometimes they go for the challenge especially if a book is on the hot list.

It takes a while to get this up and running.  Lots of practice is needed.  Yet in just a few short weeks our
youngest students are taking responsibility for their work and their practice.  They start to figure things out on
their own or ask a classmate.  They develop great work habits.  They get to read a wider variety of materials that
really interest them.  Children who need more direction can get it while our more advanced readers can move at
a more rapid pace.

We like the Daily Five.  We like the structure it brings to the class room.  We also like the independence it
brings to the students.  It is really amazing to walk into a kindergarten classroom and see some children writing
with the aide, another group working with the teacher, and other students in reading nooks looking at picture
books together.  Everyone hard at work doing what needs to be done.  So now you have some questions for
your children.  What book are you reading in school?  What did you write about today?  Did you listen to a
book on tape or read to someone?  Every day we are reading at Lafayette.  The Daily Five way.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
* After school tutoring available.  Lafayette special education teacher available to provide your child with
one-on-one specialized attention to develop their academic skills. Please contact Helen Lundebye at
hlundebye@gmail.com to discuss a program for your child.
*  Surviving until Graduation:  An Evening of Solutions with Deborah Owens-Sohocki, LPC.  Thursday,
October 21st from 7 to 9 p.m., Suburban Hospital Auditorium.  Please come to an interactive workshop to
discuss strategies for guiding children into adulthood including learning how to foster cooperation, reduce
stress, and improve relationships.  Sponsored by Suburban Hospital and the YMCA Youth and Family Services.
For more information, please call (301) 229-1347.
*  Single family home available for rent.  Four bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath with pool available from October 1st  in
the Lafayette neighborhood. Dog friendly, fenced in yard.  Contact Carolina at Carolinaverhoef@gmail.com or
by cell at (617) 304-5978.
*  Interested in Boy Scouts?  If you have a son in 1st through 5th grades who may be interesting in joining
Cub Scouts, please come to Join Scouting Night, Wednesday, September 15th, 7 p.m., at either of two locations
– Somerset Elementary School or All Saints Episcopal Church at Chevy Chase Circle.   If you can't make it on
Wednesday, join us as we kick off the school year with our Pack 52 September meeting Tuesday the 21st, from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m., at All Saints.  Pack 52 is made up of families located in the N.W. Washington and Chevy
Chase areas.  Come and learn more about our Pack!  Please feel free to call or email me with any questions.
Regina Holliday, Pack Leader (the nice lady who worked at Child's Play, teaches Pre-K art at CCBC, and paints
murals); reggieart123@yahoo.com, (202) 441-9664 (cell) or (202) 248-9017 (home).
*  DO YOU HAVE A LAW DEGREE YOU’RE NOT USING?  Please consider volunteering as a pro bono
attorney with the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project (DCVLP), serving as a lawyer for children in custody cases or
representing low-income families in custody, adoption, immigration, or domestic violence cases in D.C.
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Superior Court. The DCVLP will provide the resources you need – malpractice insurance, office space, training,
and supervision.  Previous family law experience and D.C. Bar membership are NOT required.  For more
information, join us (and bring a friend) for a recruiting meeting on Wednesday, September 15, 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., at our office in Friendship Heights, 5335 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Suite 950, Washington, D.C.
For more details, visit DCVLP’s website at www.dcvlp.org.  Please RSVP to jgoldstein@dcvlp.org.
*  Need a Tuesday sitter?  Our wonderful nanny, Nicky, is looking for Tuesday work.  She would like  to work
the whole day, if possible.  Nicky has been with us for eight years and is like a member of our family.   She is
reliable and energetic, and she is legal and drives.  Feel free to contact me at jlanoff@pdsdc.org or call her
directly at (202) 236-3137.
*   Family looking for childcare in afternoons and evenings on Monday and Thursdays (approximately 2:30 to
7 p.m. or 8 p.m.), and Fridays (2:30 to 5:30 or 6:30 p.m.) for two girls, ages 5 and 7.  Duties would include
picking up the children at school, playdates, homework, serving dinner, bath, and getting ready for bed.  We
need someone who can drive.  If you are energetic, enthusiastic, responsible, and you love kids (and pets),
please respond and tell us about yourself.  We can be flexible for the right person (possibly flexible with hours
and duties).  Pay is definitely competitive, dependent on experience and skills.  If interested, please call Lauren
at (202) 297-4418 or email u30605@aol.com.
*  Babysitter available.  Experienced babysitter available for evenings,  Fridays, and weekends.  Great with
babies and children of all ages.   Excellent references.  Please call Mary at (202) 244-0301 or (202) 230-2337.
*  Need a babysitter?  I am looking for work with a newborn or baby under one year old, or for after school
pickups.  Please contact me, Miriam Barrett, at (240) 413-1278.  References available.
*  Sitter needed: I am in search of a sitter who can pick up my 9 year old daughter from Lafayette, prepare
healthy snack, and start homework.  Car needed/ hours will be: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Please contact Lisa at (202)
607-3968.

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.
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LAFAYETTE ELEMENTARY
SALLY FOSTER GIFT-WRAP ONLINE FUNDRAISER

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
Wrapping essentials

and gifts for every taste

PRODUCT VARIETY
Offering a diverse line

appealing to all including
books for all ages!

KIDS’ GIFTS &
STATIONERY

Fun and interactive
gifts for kids of all ages

ECO
FRIENDLY

PRODUCTS
Going Green is easy with

Sally Foster productsGOURMET
 CHOCOLATES & EDIBLES

Mouthwatering gifts…
or just treat yourself

GIFTS GALORE FOR
EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST
- candles, vases, frames,
mugs and so much more!

AAALLLLLL---OOOCCCCCCAAASSSIIIOOONNN
CCCEEELLLEEEBBBRRRAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS

Gift wraps and totes
contemporary & classic

O

Free Shipping!

Order $50 or more
online and we’ll pay

your shipping!

www.sallyfoster.com
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LAFAYETTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
 GREENRAISING FUNDRAISER

Shop at www.greenraising.com and earn money for
Lafayette Elementary School!

  Our organization will get 25% of all purchases made on
greenraising.com now and throughout the year.

Our special link for shopping is:
http://www.greenraising.com/?AFID=1156

Greenraising offers a wide variety of interesting and unusual eco-
friendly and fair trade items that will help your family to reduce,
reuse, and recycle and make a positive impact on the world.  Visit

www.greenraising.com and “go green” today!

* Reusable Bags *Great Green Gifts *
* Jewelry * Coffee * Soy candles *


