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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 11 (Monday) — No School, Columbus Day 
October 14 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 18 (Monday) — No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 
October 19 (Tuesday) — Picture Day: Individual Portraits 
October 21 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
October 23 (Saturday) — Lafayette Fall Festival, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
October 28 (Thursday) — Halloween Parade and Parties, 12:15 dismissal 
October 29 (Friday) — No School, Professional Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – The Play(ground)’s The Thing… (see page 3)  
 
FROM THE HSA - Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, Co-Presidents 
A month gone already? Maybe it will turn fall by next week’s Tuesday Bulletin. We for two aren’t counting on 
it. But fall it will turn and fall means time for the Fall Fair. More information will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, the organizers of this year’s fall family favorite, Brendan O’Brien and Annie Bennett, have cooked 
up a couple of great innovations. Or, we should say, they will be inviting YOU to cook up something special. 
This year, we’ll be having an apple pie bake-off featuring celebrity tasters! One of the celebrities will be our 
very own Mr. Young. The other is still a closely guarded secret. Stay tuned for more details! 

Don’t forget to sign up for E-Scrip: This is one of the easiest ways you can support Lafayette! Every time 
you shop at Giant and Safeway, Lafayette gets a portion of the proceeds. You can tell your family and friends to 
sign up, too. Remember, you must renew or re-register each year in order for Lafayette to continue to receive 
benefits. Go to the HSA Web site (under Support Lafayette/Shopping for Lafayette) for instructions, or contact 
Laurie Aladjem at lta.dc@me.com 
 

FROM THE MUSIC ROOM – Elizabeth Stinson, Music Teacher  

Band is off to a great start! 

This is a reminder that all band students need to bring their book and instrument every class.* Students need to 
fill out their practice card (15 minutes a day or 105 minutes a week) and bring it weekly so that they will be 
invited to the special ice cream party the end of the marking period. If a concept that we have gone over in class 
is difficult, I am available any day after school for about 10 minutes for extra help. The following is the band 
schedule through December:  
 
Every Monday- Beginner Brass (trumpets/trombones/baritones/tubas) 
Every Tuesday-Advanced Band 
Every Wednesday-Beginner Woodwinds (flute/clarinet/alto and tenor saxophone) 
Every Thursday-Advanced Band 
Every other Friday- Beginner WW or Beginner Brass. (These dates are for beginners only): 
 
October 1st - Brass 
October 8th - WW 
October 15th - Brass 
October 22nd - WW 
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October 29th - Brass 
Nov. 5th - WW 
Nov. 12th - Brass 
Nov. 19th - WW 
Dec. 3rd - Brass 
Dec. 10th -WW 
Dec. 17th - Brass 
 
*Please note that it is unacceptable to miss band rehearsal without a legitimate reason. If repeated absences 
occur, a member’s inclusion in band will be reconsidered.  

I appreciate the hard work we’ve done this year and am excited for the music we will create! 
Musically yours, Ms. Stinson 

 
Calling all 5th graders! 

      Since the beginning of the school year, the 5th graders have been working hard learning about step dancing 
and composing their own step dances. As a class, each 5th grader will be performing their step dance in 
competition on October 22nd at 2:15 in the cafeteria. Parents and friends are invited to join us at this very 
special event! Fifth graders need to be practicing hard to ensure that they know their part. Step dances will be 
graded on a whole for precision, enthusiasm and confidence.  
       Students have chosen, (I did not choose the colors) by a majority vote, their uniforms for this event. 
Everyone is to wear dark pants/jeans/shorts and each class will have a different color shirt. 
  
Shirt colors by class 
Pink - Mr. Jewett  Blue - Mr. Gregal 
Green - Ms. Betz  Black - Mr. Nik 
  
The shirt can be turned inside out if it has writing on it to wear for the event. Students should bring in a shirt 
with their name marked on it to music class as soon as possible so they will have it for the event. We wouldn't 
want anyone to forget their uniform on the day of the step-off! 

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you there! 
 

FALL FESTIVAL UPDATE 
Get Ready for the Lafayette Fall Festival! 
Saturday, October 23rd 

3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

All-ages movie at 5:30 

This year's fair will feature an Apple Pie Bake-Off featuring Lafayette celebrity judges! Families, put your 
baker's hats on and dig out your favorite recipe!  More details in next week's bulletin and on the HSA web site. 
Kids' Passes can be purchased now on the HSA website through PayPal: $20 for one child, $15 each for 
additional passes. 

Thank you to all the parents who have already signed up to help on the day of the fair. Many more volunteer 
opportunities remain. Please contact your Room Parent, Brendan O'Brien (bfobrien@gmail.com), or Annie 
Bennett (abennett2000@yahoo.com) if you can help. 

 
PARKING AND TRAFFIC SAFETY REMINDER 
The HSA and a recently formed Traffic Safety Committee would like to remind all parents and caregivers that it 
is illegal to park on the school-side of both Broad Branch Road and Northampton Street. During the morning 
drop-off and in the afternoon during pick-up, there are far too many cars left parked and/or unattended in these 
no parking zones. Additionally it is illegal and dangerous to park blocking the crosswalks. If you drive, it is 
recommended that you arrive early enough to legally park a block or a few blocks away and walk your children 
to their designated lines. 
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We are in the process of designating a Kiss ‘n Go lane on Northampton Street; when we have more details 
and instructions we will let you know.  Meantime, you may have noticed that the Traffic Safety Committee has 
been leaving pink reminders on the windshields of those cars that are illegally parked.  For those of you with 
caregivers that drop off or pick up your child or children, please inform them of these traffic safety requests. 
Thank you in advance for your imperative cooperation and doing your best to be part of the solution! 
 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB - Erika Pereira & Irene Taguian 

After much anticipation....the Lafayette International Club will be resuming October 1st. The club is open to 
students in the 3rd-5th grade. We meet every other Friday during lunch recess (12-1pm). We ask that students 
sign up in Ms. Pereira's classroom the Thursday afternoon before each meeting. This year we will be focusing 
on one country every month (two meetings), so that students get an in-depth look into that country's culture. For 
the first meeting we will look at the art and crafts of a country and for the other meeting we will focus on food 
and games. Since we will need to set up activities and organize supplies, we ask that students sign up for the 
club meetings only if they are sure they can make it. 

One of the strengths of the International Club last year was all the parent/teacher volunteers who came and 
presented about their country or origin, or a country where they have lived. The students loved the authentic 
experiences which were shared during the presentations. We look forward to recruiting more parent volunteers 
this year and have listed below the countries we will be focusing on each month.  Please contact either Irene or 
myself is you are interested in helping out: 
 
October:  Mexico 
November: Thailand 
December: France 
January: Russia 
February: Ghana & Nigeria 
March: Iran 
April: China 
May: Bolivia/Columbia 
 
HAVE A GREEN THUMB? 
The newly formed Nutrition Committee is seeking parents who'd like to assist with getting the garden (next to 
the pre-k/K playground) whipped into shape. We will be weeding the beds, tidying up, and maybe moving 
plants/prepping soil. Please bring your own tools and join us on Saturday, October 16 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
 
RECYCLE YOUR OLD EYEGLASSES 
We all seem to have an outdated, unused pair with an old prescription tucked away somewhere. If you have a 
few pairs, please place them in the donation box located in The Great Hall next to Officer Whitefield's desk.  
The eyeglasses will be donated to a charity that refurbishes them and distributes them to those in need. 
-The Green Matters Team 
 
PICTURE DAY UPDATE 
Individual portraits by Blanton Studios are scheduled for Tuesday, October 19. Order forms and attached pre-
pay envelopes will be distributed the week before. There is no obligation to order a copy of your child’s 
portrait; this is strictly voluntary and an opportunity to document your child’s time at Lafayette and perhaps 
share with the relatives. A percentage of the proceeds comes back to the Lafayette community as a donation to 
the HSA. Please note the picture retake/make-up day is scheduled for Friday, November 19. Questions? Please 
contact either Suzanne Vieth at msvieth@verizon.net or Leslie Miller at leslielynmiller@gmail.com. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
We sure do have a lot of wonderful new playgrounds at Lafayette this year. Our early childhood area was 
renovated last fall. We saved a few things from the old one (benches and big basketball), but most everything 
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else is new. Lots of places to climb and bounce. A set of outdoor tables for class activities. With 80 children 
using the area on a daily basis, everything gets a good workout. 

When the old blue and orange playground was trucked away so our gym wall could finally be waterproofed, 
the blue and yellow equipment was installed. With a spinner, bounce walkers and a climbing grid, it has been a 
big hit with the older students. For quite a while it has been our only playground for older kids. By only letting 
one grade level at a time use it we have been able to handle the crowds and let everyone get a turn to play. 

Then about two weeks ago another playground appeared, this one on the primary side of the blacktop. One 
piece seems to have a little bit of everything. Slides, rappelling rope, climbing walls. The other piece is our 
‘Spiderman’ mesh climber. At first both pieces were mobbed with interested children. There seems to be better 
balance in their use after the initial novelty has worn off. But everyone is having a great time on all the different 
pieces. 

Some things you might want to know about the equipment. The early childhood area is designed for 
children ages 3-7. The other two areas are for children 5-12. All three play surfaces have a special spongy layer 
that is designed to prevent injuries. In fact a child is supposed to be able to fall about 5 feet and just bounce. But 
we really don’t want that to happen so we have set some limits as to the number of children on each spinner, 
only going down the slide, and not sitting on the top bars. 

Many schools in DC lock their playgrounds up after school for a wide variety of reasons. All three of ours 
are available 24/7. They have become very popular after school and on the weekends. Some birthday parties 
have been held on the early childhood one. And while they are designed to be safe, children using them should 
be supervised. You can climb higher than five feet on all three pieces. 

We’re excited about having some great places for our students to play. Even with the new equipment we 
still have soccer games, football and the old Lafayette standby, wallball. (Don’t ask. I don’t think any adult has 
ever deciphered the rules to that one.) We have hung an old blackboard outside the cafeteria for the chalk rtists. 
Foursquare still is played along with the basketball crew on the greentop. It’s very busy out there. But we are 
very excited about our new equipment. It will be here for a long time. It’s nice to have so many options in all 
three places. Just what our students need to use those growing bodies.  

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Mad Science: Spaces Available — Since we've added a second Mad Science section on Mondays, 
there are still a few spots left! Register online at www.madscience.org/dc. 

• Experienced, loving nanny available all day Fridays and mornings from 8:30-12:30. Please contact 
Nadia at nadiamoritz@mindspring.com.  

• USA Science and Engineering Festival — Lockheed Martin is sponsoring a Science and Engineering 

event on the Mall October 10-24 featuring workshops, lectures, open houses, hands-on activities, and 
over 75 stage shows. A free event for the entire family! For information on the event, as well as on 
contests, school programs, and maps, visit the website at http://www.usasciencefestival.org/ 

. 
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday. 


