
Tuesday Bulletin 
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association 
Lafayette Elementary School  Washington, DC 
October 5, 2010 www.lafayettehsa.org  Zelda Caldwell, editor 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 October 11 (Monday) –No School, Columbus Day 
 October 14 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 October 18 (Monday) – No School, Parent/Teacher Conference Day 
 October 19 (Tuesday) – Picture Day (Individual Portraits) 
 October 21 (Thursday) – HSA General Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 October 23 (Saturday) – Lafayette Fall Festival, 3-5:30 p.m. 
 October 28 (Thursday) – Halloween Parade and Parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
 October 29 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day 
 
FROM THE HSA –Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents 
One of the things we like most about being your HSA co-presidents is that we get to hear from so many of you. 
Most of the time we get to hear about the good things or your inspired ideas. Sometimes we hear about things 
that haven't gone as well as you might have liked. As we all know, Lafayette is a remarkable place, but running 
a school our size with sometimes limited resources can make it a delicate balancing act. In our collective 
experience, we've found that when things seem not be going well for a parent or child more often that not, 
there's been a miscommunication or misunderstanding of what's going on. If you have a concern in a specific 
classroom we encourage you to first talk directly with your child’s teacher. They know firsthand about what is 
going on day by day. If you have a concern about the HSA or an HSA-sponsored event, please come to either 
of us or the appropriate board member. Lastly, Principal Main and/or Assistant Principal Young are always 
available to hear your concerns. Whatever the situation, the HSA wants to hear from you and very much 
appreciates your continued trust and support. Whether teachers, administrators or volunteers, we are all striving 
to make your years at Lafayette an exceptional and positive educational experience. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It’s apple time in the early childhood wing. Everywhere you look there are projects and activities related to the 
wonderful apple. Using such a common fruit you can see how our early childhood teachers develop 
interdisciplinary units of study. It turns out you can do almost anything with an apple. 
     Math and apples? No problem. What is your favorite color of apple? The data was collected and then turned 
into a large wall graph, the beginnings of using data. Take some paint and some apple shapes and you can make 
repeating patterns with apples. Cut an apple and you can learn about halves and quarters. Seed counting is 
another favorite activity that joins math to the apple. 
     Science? How about the life cycle of the apple. From seed to blossom to fruit on the tree, our students have 
been learning about where apples come from. There has been a lot of vocabulary work connected with this 
subject area. From the seed comes a sprout which grows into a seedling. Those lovely flowers on the trees have 
a special name, blossoms. You can really see how young children absorb thousands of words in a year when 
you see how quickly they adopt more specialized vocabulary during these lessons. 
     Lots of pre-writing skills have been on display. Most every class has a large brainstorming poster up in their 
room. What do you know about apples? Long lists of child-generated ideas. What would you like to know? A 
second list of questions. Many lists related to how you use your senses when observing an apple. What does it 
look like? How does it smell? What noises do you hear when you eat an apple? How does it feel? Lots of 
writing related to the apple. 
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     Reading hasn’t been left out either. Every classroom library is filled with apple books. Some are just pictures 
of apple trees, others stories about going apple picking. What you can do with an apple and the story of Johnny 
Appleseed. There are a lot of children’s books out there about apples. 
     Last Friday our kindergarten children went out to Homestead Farms to see where apples really come from. 
They got to visit a real orchard and pick their own apples. This week they will be making applesauce from 
scratch. There will be journal entries about what they saw on their trip and pictures will be drawn. Books will be 
looked at again and now you will hear little voices saying they remember seeing that on their trip. And then 
apples will go away for the year and another unit will start. 
     We do all this because this is the way small children learn best. Take something they are already familiar 
with and expand on it. Take a word like flower and teach blossom. No more little trees, we now know the word 
seedling. A just emerging plant is called a sprout and so on and so on.   
     There will be more of these units this year. Transportation, food, the ocean and the farm all get the same 
treatment. Many will also have tie-ins to music, art and physical education with Ms. Perll. It’s very busy in pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten this year. There is just so much to learn. And we’ll make sure everyone has a 
great time doing just that. 
 
FALL FESTIVAL UPDATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 FROM 3:00 - 5:30 P.M. 
Three more weeks until the Fall Festival. It is a great Lafayette event that is fun for the whole family and 
community. Some of the main attractions this year are Carnival Games, Moon Bounces, Face Painting, a 
Haunted House, Halloween Crafts, Bake Sale Goodies, Kids' Karaoke, and the feature film "How To Train 
Your Dragon." The movie is free with the Festival Pass or $4 if you opt to buy individual fair tickets. You can 
buy passes on the website now.  
     There are also two new events at the Festival this year and we need your participation: 
*Calling all kids, moms and dads! It's time to make some memories. Grab your rolling pins and spatulas 
for the 1st Annual Lafayette Pie Baking Contest. We'll be judging in two Categories. You can enter the 
Traditional Apple Pie category or surprise us with your Families’ Favorite Pie. Entry fee is $10 and two pies, 
the second of which will be sold. 
*Order your Winter Greens! This year we will have a booth set up for you to order beautiful wreaths, door 
swags and garland from Sherwood Forest Farms of Seattle. They will arrive at Lafayette the first week of 
December. You can also order them for out of town friends and relatives and they will ship them directly to 
their homes. What a fabulous gift to start off the holiday season! 
     Don't forget to sign up with your room parents to volunteer or contact Brendan O'Brien at 
bfobrien@gmail.com or Annie Bennett at abennett2000@yahoo.com 
 
Recycled Toy Collection  
The Fall Festival is asking for clean, intact toys that can be recycled into prizes for this year's carnival games. 
Smaller items such as Happy Meal toys and Webkins are ideal. Clean out your playroom and help support 
Lafayette! A collection bin will be placed in the Great Hall next week. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Longtime neighborhood nanny available. I know many of you as I've been in Chevy Chase, DC for 20+ 
years. I am currently looking to take on more children (ages infant through age two) from between 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Monday through Friday, though I can be flexible with these hours. Please call or e-mail me if this timing 
works for you. Contact Debbie Eales at 202-358-3565 or debbieeales@gmail.com. 
*Part-time child-care helper needed. Pick up two children (from Deal and Lafayette) at end of school day 1-2 
times a week (Wed./Thurs.) and drive to their afterschool activities. Approx. time is 4-6:30 p.m. Ideal for 
college student or nanny looking for extra hours. Must drive and have own car. References requested. Call Kim 
at 722-0569 
*Nanny available. Carolina Reyes, our ex-nanny is looking for full-time childcare position in the DC/MD area. 
She is exceptionally punctual, energetic, loving, responsible and hard working. She drives her own car and can 
handle a myriad of responsibilities from child care, light housekeeping to running errands. She speaks English 
and is fluent in Spanish. If interested, please contact her directly at 240-671-4122. 
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*Babysitter available. Experienced babysitter. Available Monday to Friday in the afternoon. Excellent 
references. Please call Zoraida at 301-335-0539.  
*Washington Revels presents its 28th annual "The Christmas Revels.” December 4-5 and 10-12 at GW 
University's Lisner Auditorium. This year's production is set in 19th century England where performers ages 8 
to 80 (including a very special Lafayette 3rd-grader!) will delight families with country dances, wassails, carols, 
and rounds. Special guest, The Mellstock Band from England. Beware of audience singing and dancing in the 
aisles! Tickets on sale October 4, $12-45; 25% off Youth tickets for Dec. 10 show. Order at 
www.revelsdc.org or call 800-595-4849.   
*Family seeking home to rent. Family moving to the area for a job would like to rent an apartment or house in 
the Lafayette school area starting in December. Flexible about length of lease (between 6 and 13 months). 
We’re responsible, non-smoking, and have no pets. Two kids, ages 4 and 6. Contact Stefanie at 
sivanpelt@yahoo.com. 
*Art classes and camps on school holidays. CREATE Arts Center in downtown Silver Spring offers one-day 
art camps on DCPS no school days. The next no school day camp will be October 11 (assuming minimum 
enrollment of 5 students). Space is still available in some of CREATE's afterschool and weekend arts classes 
that started last week; tuition will be pro-rated for late registrations. For more information and to register, go to 
www.createartscenter.org or call 301-588-2787. 
*Sports camp at Lafayette on school holidays. HoopEd is offering a one-day mini-All Sports and Games 
Camp for the upcoming Columbus Day Holiday, October 11. Camp will be held right at Lafayette in the gym 
and on the fields! Camp runs from 9-3 p.m. and boys and girls ages 6-13 are welcome. And it is just $50 for the 
day. There are also camps scheduled for the student holidays on October 18 and 29 at Lafayette. For more 
information or to register online for any HoopEd event, go to www.hoopeducation.com." 
*Parenting class. “How To Manage Your Child's Intense Feelings Parenting Class” at lil omm yoga studio on 
Sunday, October 17, 1 - 3  p.m. All people get angry, worried, or scared. What can we do for ourselves and for 
our children as we grapple with these and other challenging emotions? Parents will learn to: identify what 
makes you angry, handle conflict in a constructive manner, teach your children how to identify emotions, 
express anger safely, improve family communication, and forge stronger relationships. Join Lafayette parent 
and clinical social worker, Jen Kogan for an informative and creative afternoon at lil omm yoga, 4830 V Street, 
NW, (behind BlackSalt) To register, call 248-6304. 
*Free trampoline. Giant, outdoor trampoline. Base assembled, also have pad to cover springs, poles and 
protective netting. Used, but good condition. Must pick up. Located within three blocks of Lafayette. If 
interested, leave message at 364-4314. 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


