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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
November 25-26 (Thursday & Friday) – No School, Thanksgiving
December 11 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
December 14 (Tuesday) – Deal Open House, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
December 17 (Friday) – Winter Holiday Parties
December 20-31 – Winter Vacation
January 3 (Monday) – School Reopens
January 13 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
January 14 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – We have a lot to be thankful for… (see page 3)

FROM THE HSA – Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents
Is there a better holiday than Thanksgiving?  I don't think so – four days off from school, football, and some of
the best food of the year.  All of us are incredibly fortunate to be part of a such a wonderful school community.
Whatever our differences, disagreements, or conflicts (and when those inevitably do arise, the HSA, Mrs. Main,
or your child’s teacher is a great first place to turn), we hope that we can pause for a minute and say a heartfelt,
genuine thank you to all of the staff, Mrs. Main, Mr. Young, and especially our dedicated and remarkable
teachers.  Happy Thanksgiving and thank you all for making Lafayette the amazing place that it is.

LOST YOUR GLASSES?
Have you lost your eyeglasses?  Check with Ms. Bright and see if she has them.  She has six pairs on her desk!

SUPPORT LAFAYETTE WITH SALLY FOSTER AND GREENRAISING
Sally Foster and Greenraising are back this year as ONLINE fundraisers only.  Both companies offer a terrific
variety of gifts, gift wrap, and other goodies, and Lafayette will receive a percentage of every sale.  Just go to
www.sallyfoster.com or www.greenraising.com and enter Lafayette's code (499222 for Sally Foster and
AFID=1156 for Greenraising).  You can find additional information about these fundraisers on the Lafayette
website.  Contact Susan Kay at Soogs@aol.com with any questions.

LAFAYETTE 2011 CALENDAR ON SALE NOW!
The best holiday gift in town, the Lafayette’s Art and Literary Calendar, is on sale NOW!  Help support student
publications at Lafayette!  Enjoy the talents of some of our gifted artists and writers!  Keep your life organized!
Buy several and spread holiday cheer to family and friends at Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, and Christmas.  This is
one quality present that has zero inflation.  At $15 each or two for $28, the art and literary calendar costs the
same as it did five years ago.
         Sales will continue each day before and after school while copies last.  Checks made out to the LHSA are
preferred.  Also, we still need help manning the sales booth before and after school in the Great Hall.  If you can
give about thirty minutes one morning or afternoon or more, contact Laurie McLaughlin at
lauriemclward@gmail.com,  Andrea Perll at Andrea.Perll@dc.gov, or Kathy Echave at Kathy.Echave@dc.gov.
          You can get a peek at the entire calendar by checking out the banner on the library window in the Great
Hall.  Congratulations to the artists and writers in the 2011 edition.  They are Gemma Maltby (1), Charlie
Ganote (3), AJ Maner (2), Ellida Parker (4), Andrew Fenty (5), George Miller (4), Brendan Klein (3), Sam
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Coan (5), Claire Schmitt (4), Marlon Guidel (5), Christopher O’Brien (1), Avery Dunn (3), Reign Mosby (1),
Alaia Lee (2), Jayda Brittingham (4), Jamilah Springer (1), Maddie Feldman (1), Elijah Singletary (5), Daniel
Freyman (3), Ethan Klein (4), Celeste Reeves (2), Evelyn Goldwasser (1), Oliver Lewis (3), Zola Bzdek (5),
Christopher Sherman (4), Claire Gearan (3), Eli Grosser (4), Jena Ali (2), John Moody (1), Lexi Rabasco (PK),
Willow Frohardt (3), Philip Hesse (4), Nicole Pierce (K), Leah Carrier (K), Izabella Marie Pino (4), Hannah
Lucas-Dreiss (K), Gabriel Soloman (K), Liam Kennedy (2), Jonah Weiner (2), Timothy Costello (4), Abigail
Gorman (3), Dallas Hardee (3), Ben Korn (5), Jacob Medina (2), Adam Ido (5), Olivia Toggas (5), Maddie
Breeden (3), Nick Levy (5), Alexandra Goodnow (5), Quinn Jazynka (PK), Robert Kovar (4), Paige Rockwood
(K), Michelle Heilman (4), and Claire Simon (PK).

THE TOP 3 REASONS TO CLICK ON THE AUCTION 2011 TAB AT WWW.LAFAYETTEHSA.ORG
1. To see the many exciting donations that are coming in daily for the 2011 auction.
2. To consult our online yellow pages so that you can support the businesses which have supported our school.
3. To see how you can help with the auction, including volunteering your time, soliciting your favorite places,

and/or donating*.
Don’t forget that you can raise money for our auction and our school by just doing your everyday online

shopping.  Please remember to use our special link to Amazon.com every time you shop on their site. And also
remember Creativetoyshop.com will give 25% back to Lafayette every time you shop using code GREEN,
between now and December 31st.

Featured donations: A shopping party for 15 at Urban Chic, a cooking lesson and tasting at The Burger
Joint in Bethesda, one year of weekly menu planning from Relish!, adorable handmade puppets from Cate and
Levi, $100 worth of unique artsy items from Poketo.com, one year subscription to Mathletics, and the tiniest
personalized handwritten letters from the world’s smallest post office.
*Donations needed: airline miles, hotel points, vacation homes and hotel accommodations, event tickets, and
restaurant gift certificates.

ESSAY NIGHT AT THE BOOK FAIR – TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
Tuesday, December 7th will be a very special evening during the week of the school’s winter book fair.  It’s the
evening that third through fifth grade winners of the school’s first annual essay contest will read their prize
winning writings.  Topics include writing about someone you admire, writing a letter to a favorite author, and
writing about the effects of technology on human beings.  All essays are being read and judged by staff
members of the Reading/ Library Committee.  So reserve that evening to come hear/ cheer our young essayists
and then shop the book fair!

FROM THE ART ROOM – Ms. McLaughlin, Art Teacher
November has been rich with Native American and Patriotic Celebrations!  A huge thank you to all the fourth
grade parents who assisted with the craft activities during our PowWow last week!!!  And thank you to all the
fourth grade families who provided materials and consultation on the meaningful regalia each child created and
wore for the event… the kids looked amazing and proud of their family heritage!  We have ten winners of the
PowWow museum scavenger hunt contest!  Congratulations to Philip Hesse, Nkati Amare, Brendan Smith,
Jordan Allen, Alex Silva, Emily Walke, Jacob Stocker, Piper Resch, Walt Johnson, and the team of Josh
Taubman and Tim Costello.

First and second graders will be bringing home clay pots in mid-December…  my apologies to those of you
who celebrate Hanukkah, as the kiln firing schedule for November hasn’t made it possible to get them all to you
before Hanukkah ends, but please know they are in the works and on the way.  The glazed pots are oven,
dishwasher, and food safe.

All students will be bringing home portfolios before the winter holidays (first and second grade will get
them before Thanksgiving) minus a special piece kept aside for our Arts Night display in May.

MURAL NEWS - fifth grade students have been working on some sketches for our new Lafayette mural. If
there are parents who would like to be on board for assisting with this project, please e-mail me at
lauriemclward@gmail.com.  Thank you for all your continuing support of the Lafayette art program!
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS – Ms. McLure, Physical Education Teacher
Participating in physical activity a minimum of four days per week is part of the curriculum for fourth and fifth
grade physical education.  Starting in November each fourth and fifth grade student is required to keep a
monthly log of their moderate to vigorous physical activity.  November’s activity is an orange log.  These logs
should be kept in student’s homework folder and filled out every night. Please check in with your child (fourth
and fourth grades only) to see if they are keeping up.  I know most of our students are very active and should
not have a problem meeting the requirements.  Those students not meeting the requirements are going to need to
come up with a strategy to get more activity into their daily lives.

For those students who can not produce the log I have an attachment that contains the log and rubric.
These logs should be brought to school on November 29th.  I will collect from the classroom.  At this time they
will receive their December log.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU – Ms. Phillips, First Grade Teacher
Thank you to Elizabeth McReady, Julie Shroyer, and the Lafayette Family for the beautiful bouquet of flowers,
the delicious cake, the thoughtful cards, and the kind words and well wishes.  I truly appreciated being honored
on my 25th anniversary of teaching at Lafayette Elementary School.

DEADLINE FOR LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE WRITING CONTEST – DECEMBER 8TH
Attention parents of fourth and fifth grade readers and writers!  It’s time for the Letters about Literature
Contest.  This annual contest is co-sponsored by the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress and Target.
It asks interested students in grades four through twelve to write a personal, reflective letter to an author – living
or dead – expressing what the author’s book(s) have meant to them.  This should NOT be a fan letter or a book
report, but a letter written in the student’s own voice talking to the author about how the book(s) affected
him/her.  Full details and official entry blanks can be found at this link:
http://lettersaboutliterature.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/LAL_guidelines_2010_2011_pdf.19992033.pdf

Students can also see Ms. Echave for printouts of guidelines and instructions – and free advice!  Ms.
Echave will submit entries that she receives by Wednesday, December 8th.  If you submit your own entry,
remember that it must be POSTMARKED no later than Friday, December 10th.
          This is a reputable contest and one that Lafayette children have a fair chance to win.  We have had many
winners over the years on the state and even at the national level.  Winners aren’t announced until the spring
because of the rigorous rounds of judging.  Prizes are usually low denomination gift certificates (Target,
Borders, etc).

FRIENDS AND FOODIES, WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Lafayette HSA is creating a cookbook.  This fabulous, fun project is off the ground and running thanks to
fellow parent, Phoebe Millon.  She’s looking for three or four more parent volunteers to help make it all happen.
Proceeds from the final product will benefit the Lafayette HSA.  If you are interested in contributing, please
contact Phoebe Millon at phoebeitaly@hotmail.com or Laura Scalzo at ljscalzo@msn.com.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal
We’re up to our ears in turkeys this week at Lafayette.  As you read this, yummy smells are coming from the
cafeteria as the kindergarten children have their annual Thanksgiving celebration.  All day Monday they were
hard at work making mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, and my personal Pilgrim special, macaroni and
cheese.  This morning the turkeys started to arrive and have been carved to perfection.  With over 100 students,
it takes a while to get everything served up but soon the room gets relatively quiet as everyone starts chewing.
The rest of the staff gets invited to join in and I get to have a plateful, too.

Lots of travel plans are on the schedule, too.  Some of you are hosting dinner at your house and others are
traveling long distances.  Some relatives have already arrived and some students have already left.  Children
have been telling me for a week about nana and poppa, or a favorite aunt, uncle or cousin that they will be
seeing.  Tomorrow a steady stream of parents will be coming into the school to pick up their children now that
the car has been packed without their able assistance.

So what am I thankful for this year?
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High on my list are the teachers and other staff at Lafayette Elementary School.  We are more than just a
group or people who report to the same location each day for another day of work.  We are friends, colleagues,
co-teachers, and mentors.  Each and everyday, we come to Broad Branch Road ready to give our all to our
students.  From our smallest to our tallest, we spend each day reading, writing, doing math, and discussing all
kinds of subjects.  We are doing what we love to do.

Your children are up there, too.  We have a school (a really big one) because you choose to send your
children here.  They come ready to learn everyday, with homework done, with projects in hand and with lots of
reading practice.  All of which leads to so much of the success you have been on hand to see with the first grade
Patriotic Celebration, the fourth grade Powwow, and the second grade Native American museum project.

The Lafayette parent body of course is on the list.  Each and every day someone tells me that we are doing
something right around here.  We have been asking for feedback at our fall informances and the comments are
overwhelmingly positive.  You volunteer in art, for writer’s workshop, on the playground, and even baking
turkeys.  Your support means so much to me and the Lafayette staff.

And then there is my family.  I couldn’t do this job without the support of my long suffering husband who
valiantly supports me in ways that are too numerous to name.  I’m proud to be the mom of a high school social
studies teacher who truly loves the difference he is making in the lives of his students at Seneca Valley High
School.  And next spring our daughter will be getting married which has been a tremendous incentive to get me
to lose some unneeded pounds.  We had a difficult summer, but as a family we came together to celebrate the
life of a wonderful mother and grandmother, sharing funny stories, and finally visiting what is surely the most
beautiful place in America for a final send-off.

So enjoy the next few days off.  Continue the traditions your families have.  Let proud grandparents see
how much the most special children in the world have grown.  Eat that special dinner whether it is turkey or
vegan.  Go on a long walk through the woods.  Spend some talking and listening.  And on Friday root for
Alabama and Arizona so Mrs. Main’s beloved Horned Frogs can get to another big bowl game this year.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
*  It’s Nutcracker Time  at the Kennedy Center again!  Come attend the Joffrey Ballet’s performance of the
Nutcracker at the Kennedy Center this week and see Lafayette fifth graders Sienna Radifera and Maiah Moody
as Angels and Zola Bzdek as a soldier!  Begins Wednesday, November 24th and ends Sunday, November 28th.
*  Needy Grandma.  If anyone has a toddler car seat they are willing to loan or sell, please contact Mrs.
Snowden, Jacqueline.snowden@hotmail.com.
*  Want to learn easy games to help your child do better in math?  Teacher/ math tutor Laura Pajor will
show you and your child (K-2) how.  Holiday break is a great time to start!  Join us Sunday, December 12th
from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.  $35 per family.  Email laurapajor@gmail.com  for details.
*  Housing needed.  Fellow Broad Branch teacher looking to rent a one bedroom/basement apartment in the
area.  References. Call (240) 372-3127

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.



Tuesday Bulletin 10-19-10 – page 5



Tuesday Bulletin 10-19-10 – page 6



Tuesday Bulletin 10-19-10 – page 7


