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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 14 (Tuesday) — Deal Open House, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
December 16 (Thursday) — Holiday Parties 
December 17 (Friday) — Last day of school before winter vacation 
January 3 (Monday) — School Resumes 
January 13 (Thursday) —HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 14 (Friday) — No school, Professional Development Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Sprucing up for the New Year (page 2). 
 
FROM THE HSA - Lisa Resch and Dan Aladjem, Co-Presidents 
We are excited to report that the library will be getting some additional shelving in the next few weeks to deal 
with overcrowded books.  It will be even easier for the students to find their favorite titles in our wonderful, 
expansive library. 
 Illegal parking around the school seems to have gotten worse again with the colder weather.  As Principal 
Main and the HSA have emphasized time and again, safety for the kids is our main concern.  During school 
hours it is illegal to park on the east side of Broad Branch Road as well as the north side of Northampton Street.  
We respectfully ask that you give yourself those extra 5 minutes to legally park a few blocks away and walk 
your children in. 
 As your children have probably reminded you 100 times, winter break starts on Friday, but there are a 
few more things packed into the next few days -- today there is an open house at Deal Middle School from 
9:00-2:30, as well as a special morning matinee at the Avalon -- showing the newly released ‘Winter’s Bone’ 
at 10:15 and ‘Burlesque’ at 10:30.  Grab a coffee at the Avalon Café and join fellow parents at a relaxing 
movie before the kids are home for 2 weeks! We wish everyone a safe and joyful winter break.  
 
LAP DIRECTOR SEARCH 
After 24 years, our beloved LAP Director, Anne, is retiring. We are currently recruiting for a new Before/After 
school Program Director with competitive salary and benefits. Please see the full job description and 
instructions for application at www.lapprogram.org   
 
MAD SCIENCE 
The kids love Mad Science! Mad Science will offer an 8-week winter session, Experimentamania, 
(Mondays or Tuesdays) starting Jan 10th and 11th. Register online at www.madscience.org/dc before December 
17. The program cost is $104. Registration is done on a first come, first served basis, so register early 
to secure your spot! Questions? Contact Mad Science at> info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777. 
Lafayette coordinator is Kitson  Jazynka (mkjazynka@verizon.net). 
 
CANNED GOODS COLLECTION 
4 for $5 Charity Food Campaign: Drop off any 4 canned goods to Broad Branch Market and receive a $5 BBM 
gift card compliments of your neighborhood realtor, Kimberly Cestari.  All canned goods will be donated to 
Martha’s Table. 200 gift card limit.   
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Winter Arts Camp and Classes in downtown Silver Spring. There's still time to sign up for CREATE Arts 
Center's winter break arts camp for ages 6-14 -- 2 one-week sessions Dec 20-24 and Dec 27-31. CREATE's 
winter session of afterschool and weekend arts classes starts the week of January 9. CREATE also offers one-
day "no school" camps on days when DCPS schools are not in session. For more information and to register, go 
to www.createartscenter.org.  
*HoopEd is offering All Sports and Games camps for the upcoming winter break. The camps are held right 
at Lafayette. The two sessions run December 20-24 and 27-31. Camps run from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m with after 
care available until 5:30. Boys and girls ages 6 to 13 of all skill levels and abilities are welcome. For more 
information and to register online, go to www.hoopeducation.com. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal        
This is quite the week at Lafayette. Winter parties are on the calendar for the end of the week with grades 1-5 
on Thursday and PK and K on Friday. There is method in this madness. In times past we got out of school much 
closer to Christmas and children started leaving for their family trips before the end of the week.  So we put the 
parties on Thursday to make sure they were not missed. We also have a lot of clean-up to do in all our 
classrooms so we can be already to start up again in January. That means emptying desks, cubbies and now 
even lockers of all that saved up ‘stuff’ that have been crammed into every nook and cranny. There are 
bookshelves to straighten up and bulletin boards to change.  So Friday in the upper grades we will be spending 
some time on the essential life skills of organizing and throwing away. 
 The front office will be undergoing some minor remodeling while everyone is away. We’re getting a new 
counter top at the entry and the old cage is being taken away since it hasn’t been used in so long that no one at 
the school remembers. The lighting will be improved. We need more room in the office.  We love our copier 
but it is huge. We need more space to make materials. And with so many more students, Mrs. Bright just needs 
more room to manage all the paperwork. 
 There is some painting planned for the winter break, too.  Mr. Young (custodial foreman) has an order in 
for some paint to brighten up some areas and repaint others that are showing their hard use. When the children 
are away, the paintbrushes come out and you never quite know what to expect when you return. For years I was 
told about DCPS approved colors (beige and beiger).  With so much work being done on so many buildings I’m 
not sure that is the case any more. But I rarely visit a school that has such a great assortment of colors as 
Lafayette, and that is all because of our wonderful custodial staff who do the painting themselves. 
 I’m going to be spending some time at home for a change this year. No trips anywhere.  I’ve got some long 
saved up jobs to get done around the house, the auction quilt to start and some other sewing projects to finish 
up.  No DCPS paper work to do.  But January should start our planning for next year with the announcement of 
budgets, staffing plans and student projections.  We’ll be asking you what your plans are too so we can do the 
best job possible when we start making decisions for SY2011-2012. 
 So have a wonderful winter break with your children.  They are not the same little people you sent to us in 
August.  All have grown some.  Many have become more self-sufficient and responsible for their own 
behaviors.  Others have really mastered reading and writing or are really liking math this year.  And while most 
days they will tell you nothing happened at school when you ask them each day, lots of things have been 
happening every day.  Make sure something happens over the winter break, it’s pretty traditional to spend the 
first few days of January sharing what everyone did over the vacation. 
 So accept my wishes for a wonderful holiday season.  We’re sending home some very excited children to 
you.  Whether you know it or not they have made some plans for you - plans that involve fun, relatives, 
presents, and special foods.  Plans that involve staying up late to welcome the new year.  Plans that involve 
doing something different, what ever that may be. We’ll be back in January to start the new year with more of 
that school stuff.  There will be projects and informances, kindergarten plays and PK International Day, more 
field trips and Golden L’s and popcorn parties,  more reading, writing and math.  But the next two weeks belong 
to you.  Enjoy!! 


