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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
August 31 (Wednesday) – New Parent Reception, 6 p.m. 

         – Back-to-School Night Part 1 (pre-K, 1st, 3rd, 5th) 

         – Pre-K Parent Social @ Jake’s, 8:30 p.m. 

September 1 (Thursday) – New Parent Reception, 6 p.m. 

         – Back to School Night Part 2 (K, 2nd and 4th), 7 p.m. 

                                         – Kindergarten Parent Social @ Jakes, 8:30 p.m. 

September 5 (Monday) –No School, Labor Day 

September 15 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, principal 

Well that summer just flew by. It seemed school had just ended and here we are back at the start of the 2011-

2012 school year. I did get to go to Colorado for two weeks in July and completely missed those days of record 

breaking heat you were enduring. August 22nd just seems way too early to start school. 

     Welcome to our new teachers and other staff members who have joined us this fall. Joseph Rogall is the new 

third-grade teacher who is located in one of the trailers. Up on team 3 you will find Betsy Hallstrom in the 

fourth grade. Leslie Jean is joining the fifth-grade team, but is not a total newcomer. Last year she was here at 

Lafayette as a special education aide. Now she will be teaching math while Mr. Nikolic teaches reading and 

writing to half of our fifth-grade class. Down in the gym Ms. McClure has been joined by Kevin Jackson who 

will be making it possible for students at Lafayette to have two periods of physical education each week. Jane 

Cohen is our new special education teacher working with students in the upper grades. To help keep our 

equipment running and support teachers in implementing technology in the classroom we have added Nathan 

Wieand to our staff. And our team of educational aides has added two new members with Jared Catapano 

working in special education and Gwendolyn Spears taking on our kindergarten students. 

     There have been some staff moves in the building. Donna Cobb has moved to second grade. Erin Betz is our 

second math resource teacher. Jillian Diesner has become our second counselor. To accommodate all these new 

assignments there have been many changes in where people are now located in the building. When you visit the 

school and sign in at the office, be sure to ask for directions. You just may need them.   

     We are also excited to welcome Michael McCoy as our new assistant principal. Mr. McCoy is coming to us 

from Bancroft Elementary School located in the Mt. Pleasant neighborhood. I’ve known Mr. McCoy for several 

years and am impressed with the energy and enthusiasm he brings to school each day. I know you and the 

children will enjoy getting to work with him this year.   

      We continue to grow with just over 700 students enrolled. Through careful budgeting and staffing our 

classes range in size from 20 to 26 with the largest two classes in the fifth grade. We were ready for the 

additional students with enough chairs, desks, and tables to go around. By tomorrow we will be ordering 

additional copies of any text materials that may come up short. I’ve been told that in October meetings will start 

with the Office of Public Education Facilities Management about our building and its current capacity issues.  

     For the past week teachers have been busy planning for this school year. Some old favorite activities and 

trips are in store. Some new ones are also being considered. We all are using new instructional standards in 

English language arts and reading. Kindergarten through second grade have new standards in math. With the 

new standards we will be focusing more on informational text this year. More on this will be coming in future 

Tuesday Bulletins.   
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     Back to School Nights are already planned for August 31 and September 1. Grades PK, 1, 3 and 5 will be 

here the 31st. Grades K, 2, and 4 will follow on the 1st. Your child will be bringing home a flyer with additional 

information about times and the evening program. Just one of our adjustments needed for our large school.  

     So we’re back. It’s time. The weather is starting to cool off a little. The days are getting shorter. Camp was 

fun but it is just about time for something new. And it’s satisfying to get back into a regular routine. It’s going 

to be a great year at Lafayette. So many new friends to meet. A new teacher. A new classroom space to explore. 

The DC Theater Café, Native American Powwow, overnight trip. Picking pumpkins and apples. Plays and 

performances. Multiplication and division and those dreaded fractions. So much to do in the next nine months. 

And just watch. The school year will fly by too.  

 

FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents 

Welcome to the 2011-12 Lafayette school year! It’s hard to believe that summer is over. The start of a new 

school year means only one thing: lots and lots of new friends. Continuing a very long tradition, Lafayette has 

grown by leaps and bounds. Again. Stay tuned for a “final” number later this fall, but we’re now over 700 

students. In addition to welcoming the many new students, parents, and families, on behalf of the HSA and the 

entire Lafayette family, we want to welcome warmly our new teachers and staff and our new assistant principal, 

Mr. McCoy. Please be sure to introduce yourself and welcome them all. While growth is good, the shear size of 

Lafayette and the start of a new year can create uncertainty and anxiety (we’re thinking parents more so than 

children!). Please feel free to contact either Jenny or Dan with any questions. Also, please look to the Lafayette 

website (www.lafayettehsa.org) for information on just about everything. 

     While you’re online, if you haven’t already, please click on the “Back to School Checklist.” You’ll find 

answers to questions you didn’t even know to ask. You’ll also find the link to join the HSA. Please do so today. 

We have several new and exciting ideas for the year and you’ll not want to miss out. The strength of Lafayette is 

due in part to the participation of our parents, so please join us in making it another great year at our beloved 

Lafayette! 

     You no doubt have noticed that the amphitheater next to the track is finally being repaired. It should be done 

within a week or so. Thanks to Friends of Lafayette Park (FOLP) for spearheading the project. Thanks to all of 

you, as the project is funded jointly by FOLP and the HSA. Less easily noticed is the renovated teachers’ 

lounge (almost complete). Special thanks to Bertin Radifera and Kimberly Cestari for the design and 

management of that project. An extra special thanks to Lisa Resch for it was her vision that drove the renovation 

from the start. Finally, last week, the HSA sponsored several events (lunch for the faculty and staff and pre-

K/K, and new family social gatherings). Thanks to Gayle Moseley, Danielle Rockwood, Rita Brickman, and 

Jennifer Lanoff for organizing those events. 

     We’ll see you in person on Wednesday, August 31 (pre-K, grades 1, 3, and 5) /or Thursday, September 1 (K, 

grades 2, 4) at Back to School Nights. 

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS— Zelda Caldwell, editor 

For those of you new to Lafayette, the Tuesday Bulletin is — along with our website, www.lafayettehsa.org —

the communications arm of the Lafayette Home and School Association. It’s where you will find important 

information from HSA officers on news, events, and fundraisers at Lafayette. It’s also where to turn for 

information on after-school curricular activities and volunteer opportunities at the school and within the 

community. New families who aren’t in the school’s e-mail system yet can find the bulletin and other important 

information at www.lafayettehsa.org 

     We welcome submissions from teachers about special activities in their classrooms. The “Community 

Notices” section of each bulletin, akin to a classified-ad section, is where families can submit up to two ads per 

semester. The ads must have a clear Lafayette connection. We do not accept ads for commercial businesses or 

real estate.  

     To meet our deadlines, editors need all submissions by the previous Friday — preferably by e-mail 

(tuesdaybulletin@gmail.com) but if that is not possible, submissions should be placed in the Tuesday Bulletin 
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drawer in the Great Hall by the end of the school day at 3:15 p.m.. Notices should include your name, phone 

number, e-mail address, as well as connection to Lafayette. If you have any questions about how or to whom to 

submit a notice, please call me at 244-6631 or zeldacaldwell@earthlink.net. 

     Thank you to parent editors, Beth Allaben, Teresa Gionis, Suzanne Vieth, and Miriam Van Dyck for joining 

me in producing the bulletin this year and to our departing editor, Jennifer Lanoff for all of her help. Thanks 

also to lead copier and distributor Liz Weisner and the other parent volunteers who make sure printed copies are 

available to those who need them. 

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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Back to School Nights -  August 31 and September 1 

August 31 for grades PK, 1, 3, 5 

September 1 for grades K, 2, 4 
 

 

6:00 p.m. – New Parent Meeting in the cafeteria 

7:00 p.m. – Home and School Association Meeting in the cafeteria 

Parent/Teacher Sessions in your child’s classroom at 7:30 and 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Changes from previous years – 

We are having two nights to reduce the congestion in the school.  We hope this will make the 

evening more enjoyable for everyone.  

Please pick a teacher session that is convenient for you. 

Parking around the school will be difficult.  It will be a great evening for a walk.  

This is an adult evening.  We ask that children not attend if possible. 

All information will be general in nature.  To discuss individual concerns please make an 

appointment with your child’s teacher. 

 
 

 


