
Tuesday Bulletin 
Weekly Newsletter of the Home and School Association 
Lafayette Elementary School  Washington, DC 
August 30, 2011 www.lafayettehsa.org    Teresa G. Gionis, editor 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
August 31 (Wednesday) – New Parent Reception, 6 p.m. 

     Back-to-School Night Part 1 (pre-K, 1st, 3rd, 5th) 
Pre-K Parent Social @ Jake’s, 8:30 p.m. 

September 1 (Thursday) –  New Parent Reception, 6 p.m. 
 Back to School Night Part 2 (K, 2nd and 4th), 7 p.m. 
Kindergarten Parent Social @ Jakes, 8:30 p.m. 

September 5 (Monday) – No School, Labor Day 
September 15 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –  First Time for Everything…p.5 
 
FROM THE HSA –Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray HSA co-presidents 
We survived the first week of school! And it was a doozy. The kids were excited to see their friends and parents 
were ready to get back into a routine. But there was nothing routine about it. The earthquake on Tuesday shook 
us all up. Who ever thought we’d miss a day of school due to an earthquake? Rain, fire, electrical outage – yes. 
But an earthquake? The teachers and staff at school must have done a great job of staying calm, because most of 
the kids we talked to thought the earthquake was pretty cool. 
  And now that the earthquake and Hurricane Irene are behind us, we can finally get down to the important 
questions at the start of the school year… What will the teacher be like? Do they give a lot of homework? Will 
the other kids in the class be nice? How will I (the parent) keep up with it all? 
  As we transition to a new year, we encourage you to get to know your kids’ teachers. Talk to them. 
Introduce yourself at drop-off or write a note to send in with your child. Volunteer in the classroom if you can. 
It takes a few weeks for teachers and kids to settle into a routine, so if things are a little funky at the beginning, 
try to give it a little time. And if a problem persists, bring it up and see what solution you and the teacher can 
come up with. 
  And we hope you’ll get to know the Home & School Association (HSA), too. Our goal is to help parents 
feel connected to the school. Particularly if you’re a new family at Lafayette, please check out the list of board 
members on the school website (www.lafayettehsa.org) and contact us about any questions you have or if you’d 
like to get involved as a volunteer. We heartily welcome new parents into the mix! We’ll be at both Back-to-
School nights this week, as well as the early childhood happy hours that follow at Jake’s (Pre-K is Wednesday 
and Kindergarten is Thursday). We look forward to meeting many of you! 
 
HSA Looking for Volunteers 
Parents, we're looking for volunteers to help run the various Lafayette HSA Fundraisers and Community 
Building Events that fuel our great school. Chairing a fundraiser or event is a great way to get to know more 
parents and families at the school.  It's a fun opportunity for friends to gather with one goal in mind, whether 
you and your buddy want to run the auction, help with the directory, or just sell Xmas trees, we need your help.  
Here are some openings that we'd love to fill.  Please contact us even if you just have questions. Michelle Dolge 
(michelledolge247@gmail.com) or Eldad Moraru (eldad@longandfoster.com)  
 

• Directory Database: (this starts immediately - and then you're done by October) We could use one more 
database helper for the family directory 

• Sally Foster/Greenraising: We kick this off after the start of school.  So easy now, since we do it ALL 

http://www.lafayettehsa.org/
mailto:michelledolge247@gmail.com
mailto:eldad@longandfoster.com


online.  No more deliveries and handling of money.  Just manage from your computer.   
• Fall Festival:  The first community building block-party fun family-wide activity of the school year. 

 Remember last year's apple pie contest!  We have two coordinators - but we could use ALOT of helpers. 
• Winter Festival at BBM:  In year's past, this was just about selling Christmas trees, but we were thinking of 

taking it to something new...  hot chocolate?  seasonal movie?  We need an organizer to jump on this easy 
but fun way to celebrate. 

• Cookbook:   We are finally going to produce a bookstore-quality Lafayette community cookbook.We have 
an editor, but we'll need a team of sales/marketing volunteers who'll take the final product and SELL it. 
That doesn't happen until the spring.... so if marketing or sales is your cup of tea, this could be for you. 

And....last but not least: 
The Spring Auction:  Good news—last year's chairs, plus the last TWO years chairs will walk you through it, 
with monthly mentor meetings, a handbook, and a lot of support.  We promise:  it's the most rewarding job on 
the HSA. 
 
Room Parents Wanted 
If you would like to serve as the link between your child's teacher and the other parents in the classroom, then 
this is the job for you. We need three people per class who are fully prepared to take on all of the 
responsibilities of room parenting. Each teacher has somewhat different needs from his/her room parents. Please 
express interest to Volunteer Coordinator Sue Wright at suelongowright@gmail.com by August 30.  Thank 
you! 
 
Join the HSA 
Did you wonder how we have our beautiful library at Lafayette?  Or who pays for each family to receive 
directories free of charge?  Or how the amphitheater is being repaired next to the fields outside right now?  It is 
all thanks to the HSA and You! We hope that you will become a member and support all of these great 
upgrades that we are able to provide our local school and our children. Please join today by going to the 
homepage (www.lafayettehsa.org) and clicking the “HSA Dues & Contributions” link in the yellow left-hand 
column.  Everyone who joins by Sept 16th will be entered into a drawing for your choice of 2 free auction 
tickets or 2 free Spring Fair Kids Passes -- JOIN TODAY! 
 
Early Childhood Back to School After Party 
After your back-to-school night, join your fellow parents at Jake's American Grill (5018 Connecticut Ave.) for a 
casual drink and/or dinner. We’ll be there on both nights, and the fun starts around 8:30pm! Hang out at the bar 
or come to the back room, which has been specially reserved for our gathering. Line up your sitter and see you 
there! 
 
Mad Science After School Program 
Mad Science will offer an 8-week fall session, Crazy Chemworks, (Mondays or Tuesdays) starting October 3 
and 4 (for K thru 5th graders). Register online at www.madscience.org/dc before Wednesday, September 21. 
The program cost is $104. Registration is done on a first come, first served basis, so register early to secure your 
spot! Questions? Contact Mad Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777. Lafayette coordinator is 
Kitson Jazynka (mkjazynka@verizon.net). 
 
 
Lafayette Family Database 
On Friday you should have received an email from Lafayette@schooldirectoryupdate.com. If you didn’t, please 
check your spam or junk mail folder. Please be sure to open this email, read through it, and use your personal 
login and password to update and/or verify your family’s contact information for this year. This data is used to 
produce the super popular Family Directory. The faster you log in and update, the faster we’ll have our 
Directory! Also, teachers and room parents will be depending on this database to gather classroom contact lists.  

Please don’t make us track you down with phone calls and notes in your child’s backpack - it takes a lot of 
volunteer hours! If you are new to the school and didn’t get the email on Friday, please send an email to Laura 
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Comay (lcomay@crs.loc.gov) with your child’s name and grade. She will set you up in the database and you’ll 
then get instructions on how to login and enter the rest of your family’s contact info. Thanks to those of you 
who’ve already updated and verified your info – you rock!  
 
Advertising in the Directory  
Each year the HSA publishes a Family Directory that is given to every family in the school and is checked 
many times each week when arranging play-dates, contacting room parents, scheduling volunteer activities, and 
the like. We invite parents and local businesses to support Lafayette by advertising in the Directory. We will 
work again this year with Mike Schoen and his team from A to Z Directories to produce a professional, quality 
Directory. 
  There are full page ($350), half page ($225) and business card ($125) advertising opportunities available. 
There will not be a "Professional Services" section this year, but parents are invited to take out a regular 
business card ad if they'd like. Interested parents should contact Mike Schoen at mike@atozdirectories.com or 
301-806-4376.   
 
Babysitter Advertising 
We are compiling listings of neighborhood babysitters for the directory. As in previous years, this is intended 
for sitters who will be available for weekend, evening and other casual sitting and is mostly targeted at area 
students. This year the listings are free, but please only submit a listing if you expect to be reasonably available 
and limit the entry to a few sentences at most. You should include your name, age, and at least one contact such 
as a phone number or email address. It's great to include any particular restrictions (such as days or 
neighborhood or what age group you want to babysit). Please email submissions (or any questions) as soon as 
possible to Holly Idelson at hidelson@hotmail.com. 
 
 
Tennis 
Lafayette Lunchtime Tennis will begin right after Labor Day.  The Lunchtime program for 1st-5th graders will 
begin on September 6th and run for 10 weeks ending on November 11th.  The fee for the 10 weeks is $100.  
Schedules will be set for each class based on other activities such as band practices that take place during lunch 
recess.  Students may take only one class per week.  A registration form is included in this Tuesday Bulletin.  
Additional copies of the registration form can be picked up in the information rack in the Great Hall or on the 
website www.lafayettetennis.org.  Lunchtime Tennis is a great way for school friends to enjoy a fun physical 
activity together during their lunch recess. Drop the forms off in the orange tennis box in the Great Hall.    
Lafayette Afterschool Tennis will be starting on September 6th which is the day after Labor Day and run for 9 
weeks until November 4th. There will be 3:30 and 4:30 sessions on Monday through Friday for the kids ranging 
from 5 to 14 years old in beginning, advanced beginner and intermediate classes.  There will be teen classes at 
5:30 on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  Call me with questions or to sign up at 202 441-0925 or email me at 
rosenbaumpaul@msn.com.  These classes run for 9 weeks and cost $135.    Check www.lafayettetennis.org for 
space availability.     
Lafayette Moms’ Morning Tennis – Drop the kids off and come up to the tennis courts for a one hour lesson at 
9:15 or 10:30 on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Clinics will be for beginner, advance beginner 
and intermediate players.  Fee is $160 for 8 sessions.  Call me to find out where you fit into one of these clinics 
at 202 441-0925.  These clinics start right after Labor Day.  Paul Rosenbaum – Lafayette Tennis 
 
 
WISE Corner, Jillian Diesner, School Counselor 
As you may have heard, there are some new faces and changes within our special education program this year.  
To better serve our students, we converted the Special Education Coordinator position into a full-time special 
education teacher position.  We are thrilled to have Jane Cohen Hartman with us as our newest teacher.  
Although new to us, Ms. Hartman worked previously at Janney Elementary School and at the Lab School of 
Washington and comes to us with a wealth of knowledge in working with students with disabilities.  We also 
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welcome Jared Catapano, Lisa Sheppard, and Dante’ Evans, who are paraprofessionals with the special 
education program this year.   Each special education teacher will also serve as the Case Manager for her 
students, and will facilitate all scheduling of meetings and IEP updates.  We look forward to meeting you at 
Back-to-School night. 

I am excited to be moving to the position of our second School Counselor, and will be working with our 
students in both special education and general education who need counseling services.  I will still be a part of 
many IEP meetings and can still be a point of contact to assist parents in getting any information they need.   In 
lieu of the monthly WISE newsletters, look for a monthly WISE article in the Tuesday Bulletin.  Parents can 
also sign up to receive a monthly e newsletter from DCPS by looking on the DCPS homepage under “Special 
Education News.”  Our SPED team and the counselors have many exciting events planned this year, both for 
students and parents, so stay tuned.  We welcome any suggestions or ideas you may have for helping all of our 
students have a happy and successful school year! 
 
The Counselor’s Corner 
Welcome back to another exciting year at Lafayette!  I am happy to be back and enjoyed the hugs, smiling 
faces, and eager students all around.  I am even more excited to be part of “the counseling team.” A team of two 
that is!  Jillian Diesner, our former special education teacher and coordinator, has transitioned into the second 
school counselor position.  We have worked collaboratively over the years and are truly looking forward to an 
eventful and meaningful year.  Two people will certainly make the task of advocacy for 707 students more 
manageable.  Ms. Diesner will be responsible for grades PK-1.  Ms. Mosby will be responsible for grades 3-5.  
We will share 2nd grade. 
  Quite often the question throughout the school system is “just what does the counselor do?”  We are 
responsible for a variety of student support services that enhance both the academic and social success of our 
students.  We look forward to providing individual and group counseling, character education, student advocacy 
and special student activities, coordination of the student support team, support of the district wide testing 
program, etc.  We will recognize students caught in the “character spotlight” each month and host frequent 
lunch bunch activities and student mixers.  The Tuesday bulletin will be our way of communicating with you.  
Please feel free to communicate with us via e-mail @ Rashida.mosby@dc.gov and jillian.diesner@dc.gov.  We 
look forward to meeting you to share more information on Back to School Night and anticipate continued 
collaboration with you on behalf of our students.  If you remember nothing else remember we are here to 
advocate for your child and be their biggest cheerleader (next to you of course). 
 Upcoming Events 
Lunch Bunch for new to Lafayette students (Week of August 29) 
 
Please Put Dogs on Leashes 
Just a friendly reminder to please keep your dogs leashed and with you at all times when you’re dropping off or 
picking up your child at school. We all love dogs, especially the kids! But please don’t leave dogs tied to a 
railing unattended, and please keep them back once children begin to line up to go inside. It’s very tempting for 
kids to run out of line to give their pooch one last pet! Thank you for helping us keep Lafayette dog-friendly 
and safe for the children. 
 
Collecting Paperback Books for Marines, Green Matters Team 
Help support our troops overseas by bringing in your old paperbacks and fun reading materials. Through the 
friend of one of our Lafayette parents who is a former Marine, we have heard that Marines in the forward bases 
overseas love to read and are looking for paperback books, sudoku, crossword and word search books and 
newish magazines in good shape.  Lafayette's Green matters team will then put together a big care package to 
ship over to Afghanistan. We will have collections boxes in the Great Hall for the next two weeks. We also 
learned that the colonel in charge of the forward base says his Marines love notes from home so feel free to 
drop a note or a picture to the troops when you drop off your books. 
Thanks again for supporting those who are serving our country so far away from home! 
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FROM THE ART ROOM - Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, grades 1-5 
I am thrilled to be back doing what I love... exploring visual ART (and so much more) with your children. I also 
want to announce a new way for Lafayette parents and community members to take a peak inside the art room 
and the art program with an ART ROOM BLOG: http://lafayetteartwithlaurie.blogspot.com You'll find photos, 
a bio, and links to interesting articles. If anyone has an art related link they would like to share with the 
Lafayette Community, forward that and any other questions or comments to me at lauriemclward@gmail.com. 
If you want to be notified when I make a posting, sign up to get e-mail notifications:) 

I hope at Back-to-School Night this week, that each family will sign up to come help in the art room at least 
once during the school year. Your children LOVE to have their special person and you will LOVE getting a 
chance to see the class in action. If you are unavailable, an aunt, grandpa, neighbor, or babysitter will also fill 
the bill. The art room has a very exciting addition this fall, a STUDENT TEACHER. At this writing, I haven't 
met him yet, but I will have him write a Tuesday Bulletin column of his own soon so you can get to know him. 
Thank you for all the art experiences you provided your children over the summer... I look forward to hearing 
their stories. I know they are back refreshed and inspired to create incredible works of art. I can't wait! 
 
Spanish Instruction 
The Lafayette Foreign Language Program will offer Spanish instruction to students in grades 1-5, starting at the 
end of September or early October.  The program meets three mornings per week before school and ends in 
May.  Additional details, including cost and application forms, will be included in the next two issues of the 
Tuesday Bulletin, so please keep an eye out for them.   We look forward to another great year of Spanish 
instruction at Lafayette!  Gracias – Julie Stewart and Claudia Tassara Radifera, co-directors.  We can be 
reached at  LafayetteFLP@gmail.com. 
 
 
Children’s Chorus 
The Children's Chorus of Washington (CCW) – a great local organization – is holding auditions for the 2011-
2012 season that begins next month. The chorus practices two afternoons a week during the school year. 
Choristers receive professional-level music training, sing a wonderful variety of music and perform multiple 
times throughout the year. The more advanced groups participate in domestic and international tours and in 
performances with the National Symphony Orchestra and adult professional choruses at venues like the 
Kennedy Center and Strathmore Hall. 

Girls and boys with unchanged voices, ages 9-16 can try out for placement in CCW's Treble, Bel Canto and 
Concert Choruses. Boys with changed voices can try out for the new Young Men's Ensemble. Tuition 
scholarships are provided to all students with demonstrated financial needs. Auditions are easy - no preparation 
or experience is necessary; just call (202) 237-1005 to schedule an appointment for a simple individual hearing 
with Artistic Director, Ms. Joan Gregoryk. For more information, please visit www.childrenschorus.com or call 
(202) 237-1005. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
  Last week was a first for me.  My very first earthquake.  Being half way up the staircase leading to Team 4 is 
not the place you want to be when the building starts to shake.  My first reaction was that a large cabinet must 
have fallen over on the second floor.  But other people quickly said that they thought it was an earthquake.  One 
student in Pink Base, sitting on the floor, told Ms. DeJonckheere that his bottom was buzzing.  And then the 
week ended with getting the building ready for hurricane Irene.  What a way to begin the school year. 

This week we invite you to come up to school and meet your children’s teachers.  It’s time for Back to 
School Nights.  That’s right.  We are going to have Back to School Nights this year.  On Wednesday we will be 
meeting with parents of children in PK, first, third and fifth grades.  Then on Thursday night we will switch to 
K, second and fourth grades.  Both evenings will start with a short meeting for parents of students who are new 
to Lafayette followed by greetings from the Home and School Association.  Two classrooms sessions will occur 
at 7:30 and 8:00.  We know that some of you will be doing double duty by having to attend on two different 
evenings, but with our larger numbers, dividing the event into two evenings seemed the best way to deal with 
the large number of parents who attend.   
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If your child is in grades 4 or 5, or attended Lafayette last year in the 5th grade, we will have their DC-CAS 
scores ready for you to pick up in the Great Hall. There will be some other DCPS forms that need to be 
completed that your child’s teacher will have ready for you.  And as a requirement of its Race to the Top 
application, DCPS needs to have everyone sign in.  That will also take place in the classrooms. 

I always enjoyed Back to School Night, both as a parent and a teacher.  I liked getting to put a face on the 
person who was going to spend so much time with my son or daughter.  I liked getting to put a face on the 
parents of my students.  I liked getting to hear about the classroom expectations and what special projects or 
events were coming up.  I liked sharing my expectations with parents and hoped that I would be supported at 
home.  I liked getting to see the classrooms and I hoped my classroom looked good, too.  And it was the first 
chance to make that home and school connection that is vital to having a successful year for everyone. 

So welcome to Lafayette this week.  Have fun sitting in little chairs.  Look around and see all the work 
already on display.  Learn about the Daily Five.  The new standards in English language arts and math.  The 
importance of informational text.  Even with an earthquake and a hurricane, we’ve been very busy the last few 
days.  Come on in and see what a great start we’re having at Lafayette this year.   
 
**NOTE: Lafayette parent Lisa McLish's name was inadvertently not included in the list of Tuesday 
Bulletin editors last week.  We apologize for this omission. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• We are looking for someone to pick up two fifth graders at Lafayette on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, bring 
them to our house, and hang out with them until 6:00.  Being responsible, OK with friendly dogs and a cat, and an 
affinity for this age group are key. Prior experience with homework supervision, overseeing multiple kids, and a 
willingness to play a few games are helpful. References required.  Please email kate@nevillecareerconsulting.com 
if you're interested in more information 

• Lafayette family looking for help shuttling student from Lafayette to an after school program in Silver Spring on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (arrival by 4pm). Also, looking for assistance (from same or different person) shuttling 
two students from Alice Deal to Ft. Stevens soccer field on Mondays and Wednesdays (arrival by 4:15pm). Must 
have own car and clean driving record. Ideal for a responsible college student or a babysitter/au pair looking for 
extra hours. Contact Kimberly Brandon, 722-0569 

• Experienced babysitter available afternoons, Monday thru Friday.  Excellent references.  Call Zoraida at 301-335-
0539 

• A 4-person Lafayette family with no pets is seeking a 5-6 month rental in the neighborhood during their 
renovation starting in October.  Please contact Debbie Lincoln at 703-589-7399 or linctennyson@starpower.net. 
 
 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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