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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 15 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  
October 6 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 10 (Monday) – No School, Columbus Day 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Learning the Lafayette Lingo…p. 2  
 
FROM THE HSA –Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  
At Back to School Night, we tried to convey three simple messages:  join the HSA; volunteer; and, stay connected 
to school by staying informed. All three serve the same objective:  building strong connections between home and 
school. We’ve been talking a lot recently about what the HSA can and should do this year. The HSA for years has 
been pretty successful filling the gaps, as it were, between what DCPS provides and what our school needs. We 
certainly haven’t been able to fill them all, but we’re proud of what the HSA has accomplished. 

As Lafayette grows, maintaining that tight-knit-yet-welcoming-community feel becomes more and more of 
a challenge. So we’ve been thinking about ways to ensure that, even though it seems like we’ll continue to 
grow, we’ll also continue to feel like a small community even when we’re huge. We hope that by joining the 
HSA, volunteering, and staying connected, we can maintain that community feel that we all value so much. 

We hope that you’ve already joined the HSA. If you haven’t, please visit the web site (lafayettehsa.org). 
This week, we’ll talk a bit more about volunteering at Lafayette. Next week, we’ll talk about staying connected. 

There are a zillion ways to volunteer at Lafayette. (Yes, ask Mr. Thurston or Ms. Betz, zillion really is a 
number. We promise. mathworld.wolfram.com/Zillion.html.) You can become a room parent (contact Sue 
Wright). Or ask your child’s teacher how to help in class. Some common ways are reading in class, helping out 
in art, writers’ workshop, and chaperoning field trips. Just ask. 

There are lots and lots of HSA events and school committees. Maybe not a zillion. But a lot. We realize that 
it’s not always easy to become involved in HSA activities. To that end, we’ve put together a list of volunteer 
activities (attached at the end of this newsletter, or found under “Volunteer” on the “Support Lafayette” tab at 
www.lafayettehsa.org). Take a look at the list. Many things can be done on your own time. If something 
interests you, contact the person listed or one of us. Email us, call us, leave a note in the top drawer of the file 
cabinet on the left when you enter the Great Hall. Send us a postcard; whatever works for you. 

We’re in the process of organizing a volunteer fair as a way to give potential volunteers an opportunity to 
talk to experienced hands. The volunteer fair is in itself a great volunteer opportunity. We’re trying to make it 
work, and will pass along the details soon. Is there something you think we ought to be doing but don’t seem to 
be doing? Fantastic. Let us know. You can make it happen. That’s why we have a salad bar, a school garden, a 
nutrition committee, and a renovated teachers’ lounge/conference room. 

Don’t just join the HSA (though definitely do so!), but join the fun. Volunteer.  

LAFAYETTE AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
As many of you know, there is a great variety of extracurricular activities for your children to choose from.   
This fall we have two new clubs, too:  Adventures with Robots (Lego) and the Gardening Chefs Cooking Club.  
For specific details, start dates, fees, etc. please visit the website at:  
http://www.lafayettehsa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=54&Itemid=71 . 
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This fall's offerings include:  Mad Science (M&T), Lego Club -- Adventures in Robots (Tues.), Gardening 
Chefs (Mon.), Chess Club (Tues.), Girls on the Run (W & Sat.), HoopEd (M, T, & W), Tae Kwon Do (Wed.), 
Junior Girl Scouts (Wed.), Notebusters (Thurs.), Girl Scout Daisies (Fri.), and Think Math (Fri.). There also is 
after school tennis. 

LAFAYETTE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 
The Lafayette Foreign Language Program will offer Spanish classes this school year for students in grades 1 -5.  
The classes will meet three days per week, to strengthen and reinforce what is learned. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for your children to learn the fundamentals of Spanish and have fun doing it. Classes are small (10-
12 students) and space is very limited this year due to the diminishing number of rooms available to us to hold 
classes. Preference will be given to returning language students, their siblings, and those who get their 
applications in first. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee placement but will retain a waiting list once classes are 
full. Applications are due Friday, September 16th.  To submit an application, please see the application form 
attached to the Tuesday Bulletin. Questions? Contact us at LafayetteFLP@gmail.com.  
 

Come join us at Potomac Pizza  

and help support Lafayette’s HSA! 

That’s right! Come and dine with your teachers and friends at Potomac Pizza and Lafayette 

Elementary School’s HSA will earn 20% of the dine-in and carry-out proceeds! 

When: Monday October 3rd and Monday, November 7th  

Time: 4pm-9pm 

Location: Potomac Pizza Chevy Chase 

19 Wisconsin Circle ● Chevy Chase, MD 

Please print this flyer and bring it with you to hand to your server.  

No coupons will be valid for this event 

 
ARTS INTEGRATION UPDATE – Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 

Welcome to a new and exciting school year. I am glad to be back and healthy; ready to continue to spread the 
good news of arts integration. I am so proud of how far we have come. Two years ago I had to do some real 
convincing to get teachers to take Arts Integration courses and use those strategies in their classrooms; this year, 
they're coming to me! Some of us took workshops this summer to add to our repertoire of strategies and we're 
ready to begin again to engage our students in the creative process by "exploring connections between the arts 
and other subject areas to gain greater understanding in both." 
 For those of you new to Lafayette, we are a Changing Education Through the Arts, or CETA school. 
CETA is a partnership we have with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Its mission is "to 
positively impact student learning through a whole school reform effort that is focused on professional learning 
for teachers in arts integration." Our teachers participate in classes and workshops throughout the year, learning 
different arts integration strategies. Some also have arts coaches who come to Lafayette to help them with the 
strategies they’ve learned, and some of the artists come to teach demonstration lessons. Our teachers participate 
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in Study Groups where they reflect, plan, and share their experiences. Some of us take enough courses to earn a 
CETA Certificate of Study. Registration for courses for this school year is already under way. When your 
children come home and tell you about the tableaus they made, or the Cooperation Challenge they 
participated in, or the Tin Can Poetry they created, these are some of the arts integration strategies our teachers 
are using regularly. 
Why arts integration?  Kudos to Mrs. Main for having the foresight six years, ago to make Lafayette an Arts 
Integration school. Clearly, she knew then, that this is a way to “meet the diverse needs of our students, that it 
prepares our students for the 21st century by equipping them with the thinking tools and dispositions that will 
empower them for success, and that ultimately, arts integration motivates, engages, energizes, and brings joy to 
the learner as well as the teacher” (CETA).  In addition, research shows that arts integrated instruction improves 
academic performance, attendance, and classroom behavior. The President's Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities recently released their report entitled Reinvesting in Arts Education-Winning America’s Future 

Through Creative Schools. Among other things, it states: 
“Neuro-Ed Initiative researchers at Johns Hopkins hypothesize that arts integration, which emphasizes 
repetition of information in multiple ways, provides the advantage of embedding knowledge in long-term 
memory. The brain prioritizes emotionally-tinged information (again, a possible additional advantage for 
learning through music or theater, for example) for conversion to long-term memory.” 

As the year progresses, we will be uploading photos and videos of arts- integrated lessons on the Lafayette 
website, and later we plan to have an Arts Integration Showcase where we'll invite you in to view and 
participate in arts-integrated lessons. However, if you'd like to see some before then, come see me. 

I am excited about this school year and all the arts-integrated lessons that will be used to help our students 
inquire and connect. I'll be letting you know about it, right here, so keep watching. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal  

As we start the third week of school, you may be wondering if you are still speaking the same language as 
your child. Talk of “SQL’s,” getting a class a “Golden L,” “Rack it, pack it, stack it” time, moving the Bear into 
the Bear Den. DEAR time and “I Pick” books. I’m a “J.” Knowing my number to get lunch. STAR reading and 
math tests. Eight important words. Just what world has my child entered this fall? 

At Lafayette we have distilled our behavior code into just eight words:  Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Responsible, 
Work Hard.  We have found these words just about describe every situation your children find themselves in 
during the day.  We don’t ride scooters on the playground during morning line up because it isn’t safe. We 
watch what we say so we are always kind. We take care of our belongings and our classroom because that is 
being responsible. When we walk through the hallways we travel in SQL’s (straight, quiet lines) because we are 
being kind and responsible towards our classmates who are working hard.  We recognize classes who are doing 
well at meeting the demands of these words with the magic Golden L. A small paper plate with a construction 
paper L glued to it, these are treasures that are hung with pride in classrooms all over the school. We’ve ordered 
2000 of these little plates for this school year because of the popularity of Golden L’s. 

In physical education classes, Ms. McClure and Mr. Jackson stress these words with a reward system that 
involves moving a bear (the Lafayette school mascot) into the bear den. Classes earn bear paws when everyone 
wears sneakers, follows directions, plays safely, uses the equipment properly. When enough bear paws are 
accumulated a bear is moved to the den and a Golden L is presented to the class. Ms. Perll does something 
similar with the PK and K classes by recognizing them each week for having their sneakers. Part of our morning 
announcements is reading the names of classes who have met these goals. 

At 3:05, it is time to get ready to go home. There are books and materials to return to shelves and desks, 
backpacks to fill with homework, folders, planners and books, chairs to stack so the custodians can clean the 
classrooms. What we call rack it, pack it, stack it time. For about 8 minutes, controlled chaos reigns. Students 
are getting things out of mailboxes, moving from place to place, asking the last questions of the day. The reason 
why we do not dismiss children early during this time. But somehow it all comes together and out the doors we 
go on time most days of the week. 
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We’ve been busy the last two weeks getting baseline information on student reading and math levels — our 
STAR reading and math tests. If your child was here last spring, we are making comparisons to last May’s 
scores. These are short tests, given on a laptop, that give us approximate grade levels. These we convert to a 
letter system that lets us direct children to books at the appropriate reading levels. So your children may be 
reading an F, H, or K book. And as the school year continues they will be moving up the alphabet. These are the 
letters they use to pick books for DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time or during the I Pick time during the 
literacy block.  One way we help children Be Responsible and Work Hard on their own learning. 

The excitement of the first two weeks is over and we are now settling into our routines. We have met our 
new classmates and teachers. We are learning our weekly schedule and finding out when our specials are.  
Lunch and recess routines are slowly being remembered.  No more days off for a few weeks. Just some good 
time to get us on track for the rest of the school year. Another year of learning and great fun at Lafayette. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES   
• Tae Kwon Do returning to Lafayette this fall: Class in Tae Kwon Do will be offered after school on 

Wednesdays from 3:30 -4:20 p.m. in the cafeteria. These classes are open to all students at Lafayette, 
whether they have never before participated in Tae Kwon Do or are already dedicated students of the 
Martial Arts. Classes begin Wednesday, September 28, 2011. See attached parent letter and registration 
form. Questions? Contact Lisa McLish at Lisa_mac22@hotmail.com.  

• Girls on the Run® is a life-changing, character development program for girls in 3rd through 8th 
grades. Its mission is to inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based 
curriculum which creatively integrates running. The fall season runs from September 12 and ends with 
an inter-school 5K Run at American University on December 4th.  Two teams have formed at Lafayette 
Elementary and there are a few slots remaining in Team 2.  Team 2 meets twice a week:  Wednesdays 
after-school and Saturdays from 9:00 – 10:30 am. If interested, please contact Sonia Trask, 
strask@comcast.net or (202) 752-6453 as soon as possible. Registration ends on September 8th.  Forms 
are available in the Great Hall, next to the drop-off box marked GOTR. 

• Mad Science After School Program:  Mad Science will offer an 8-week fall session, Crazy 
Chemworks, (Mondays or Tuesdays) starting October 3 and 4 (for K thru 5th graders). Register online at 
www.madscience.org/dc before Wednesday, September 21. The program cost is $104. Registration is 
done on a first come, first served basis, so register early to secure your spot! Questions? Contact Mad 
Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777. Lafayette coordinator is Kitson Jazynka: 
kjazynka@verizon.net. 

• Babysitting: Seamus Joyce-Johnson (14), Lafayette alumnus and current GDS 9th grader, is available for 
babysitting evenings and weekends. Has experience babysitting older kids and taking care of his 3-year-
old sister and young cousins. If interested, please call (202) 966-4941 or email sonicseamus@gmail.com. 

• The Children's Art Studio, a 501(c)3 nonprofit run by a local mom, offers art classes for elementary 
school children on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons immediately after school, and a later class on 
Wednesday afternoons. The Session starts September 20. The classes introduce children to a rich variety 
of materials and fun techniques in a calm, clean, upbeat, beautiful environment. The cost for the ten- 
week session is $270. Our studio is blocks from the Tenleytown Metro on Wisconsin Ave. We hope 
your child will join us! Please email with questions and to sign up:  childrensartstudio@gmail.com or 
visit our web site: www.childrensartstudio.org. 

• Wonderful part-time babysitter available: Our wonderful babysitter Jenny is looking for work 
Monday-Thursday from 7:30 to 2:00.  Jenny is kind, loving, competent, trust-worthy, and dependable. 
She drives and knows the DC area well.  She has been working for us since 2006 and we hope to keep 
her in our lives for our kids' after-school care. If interested in morning hours, please email Amy at 
a_mcnamer@yahoo.com or call 202-551-4507. 

• Experienced babysitter available afternoons, Monday -Friday. Excellent references. Call Zoraida at              
301-335-0539. 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com (preferred) or drop them in the 

Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday. 


