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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 September 27 (Tuesday) − Comet Lafayette Family Pizza Night, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

October 3 (Monday) − Potomac Pizza Lafayette Family Night, 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

October 4 (Tuesday) − Picture Day 

October 6 (Thursday) − HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 October 10 (Monday) − No School, Columbus Day 

 October 14 (Friday) − No School, Professional Development Day 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Dog Days of September (see page 2) 

 

FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  

I’ve been told there has been lots of chatter on various listservs recently about Lafayette Elementary School. 

Most of it has been anonymous.  Lots of it, frankly, negative. The funny thing is that most of us have 

experienced something very different.  Here are two quick examples…. 

Last night (as I write this), the HSA had its first board meeting of the year.  And what a meeting!  We had a 

long and complex agenda to address, issues left over from last year, new issues that arose over the summer, lots 

of new board members, etc.  We moved through items quickly, while still giving pretty careful and thoughtful 

consideration to some tricky issues.  At the same time, we had some fun.  We had pizza, and parents had a 

chance to chat.  We will be bringing a couple of these issues to the first general meeting of the year, which will 

take place next month (and we encourage you to join the HSA, vote at the meeting, and participate in the 

discussion).  I know Jenny joins me in thanking each member of the board for devoting the many hours that 

they do to serving our school community.  If you don’t know who all the board members are or what they do, 

take a look at the web site (www.lafayettehsa.org) and click on HSA.  As you’ve seen in past years and will no 

doubt see this year again, our board members—and everyone who volunteers at Lafayette Elementary School—

do a fantastic job supporting the school and building an incomparable community. 

It’s that incomparable community that brings me to my second example.  So last night we had this fantastic 

board meeting.  Well, today my family had a not-so-little medical emergency.  All is well now.  By the time you 

read this, we’ll be pretty much back to normal.  But today and over the weekend, we’ll need a bit of help.  I’m 

almost embarrassed to have to say to so many people, no really, we’re OK, because there have been so many 

offers of help.  I know that others have experienced this as well, but if there is one thing this school community 

does exceptionally well (and there are many), it is rallying to support each other when life throws us these little 

atomic bombs. 

So thanks for the countless times that so, so many in this community, in ways that often go completely 

unnoticed, step up to make the school a tiny bit better or a whole lot better, or the day of a single child or one 

family a bit easier.  Whether you’re on the giving or receiving end of our community’s generosity of time, 

money, and love, I think we all agree that warts and all, it’s our community, and one we wouldn’t trade for 

anything. 

 

LAST WEEK FOR COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES FOR MARINES 
You can still help support our troops overseas by bringing in your old paperbacks and fun reading materials to 

the collection boxes in the Great Hall.  From a former Marine and friend of one of our Lafayette parents, we 

understand that Marines in the forward bases overseas love to read and are looking for paperback novels, 

sudoku, crossword and word search books, as well as newish magazines in good shape.  When all the donations 

have been collected, Lafayette's Green Matters team will put together a large care package to ship to 
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Afghanistan.  We have also learned that the Colonel in charge of the forward base says his Marines appreciate 

notes, so please drop a line, or encourage your kids write a note or draw a picture, to include when you drop off 

your books.  Thanks again for supporting those who are serving our country so far away from home! 

 

LAFAYETTE 2012 AUCTION:  GET INVOLVED 
Stop by the Auction Information Table at the flagpole this Wednesday afternoon, September 21, from 3:15-3:45 

p.m. to find out why the Lafayette Auction is the most fun, fabulous, and unforgettable event of the year!  

Interested in chairing?  Thinking of helping?  Wondering what it's all about?  Former auction chairs from years 

past will answer your questions.  Can’t make it on Wednesday, or need more information in the meantime?  

Please contact Michelle Dolge at michelledolge247@gmail.com. 

 

LAFAYETTE FAMILY NIGHT AT COMET  
The Lafayette community thanks Comet Ping Pong for sponsoring the upcoming Lafayette Family Night on 

Tuesday, September 27, from 5:30-8:00 p.m.  Anyone and everyone wanting to support Lafayette’s HSA 

(parents, students, friends, neighbors, grandparents, relatives, faith communities, etc.) are invited to dine in or 

carry-out at Comet at 5037 Connecticut Ave., NW, for Lafayette’s benefit.  Just mention that you are supporting 

Lafayette that evening, and 20% of all proceeds will be donated to the HSA. 

 

PICTURE DAY UPDATE 
Make those haircut appointments now!  Individual portraits by Blanton Studios are scheduled for Tuesday, 

October 4.  Order forms and prepay envelopes will be distributed via backpack the week before.  All students 

will be photographed on portrait day.  However, there is no obligation to order a copy of your child’s portrait; it 

is strictly voluntary.  A percentage of the proceeds will come back to the Lafayette community as a donation to 

the HSA.  Please note that a picture retake/make-up day will be scheduled for sometime in November, and class 

photos and group photos will be taken in the spring.  Questions?  Please contact Gayle Moseley at 

gaylemoseley@starpower.net. 

 

SEEKING COORDINATOR FOR SPEAKER SERIES 
Can you use e-mail, the internet, and the phone?  Would you like to volunteer on your own time (and maybe 

with a friend)?  Then we may have the volunteer job for you!  The HSA would like to sponsor several speakers 

over the school year to give talks on parenting and school-related topics.  The goal is purely to provide 

interesting and educational presentations for parents (all talks will be free of charge to the Lafayette community, 

so there is no fundraising aspect to this endeavor).  The talks would take place in conjunction with HSA general 

meetings, as well as other times throughout the year.  We have already come up with a great list of suggested 

topics, as well as a few leads on possible speakers, and the first speaker is already scheduled for you!  If you’d 

like to know more, please contact Jenny Murray at tom-jenny@starpower.net. 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

The first dog I can remember that was a part of my daily life was a floppy-eared beagle named Chloe.  My 

parents got her for us just after we moved out of the city, and had a backyard where a dog and kids could run 

around safely.  We had that dog until I went off to college.  My parents had other dogs, but none like Chloe with 

her incredible baying bark. 

Later on my family had its own dogs.  I like terriers and we had two:  a Westie named Heather, and later 

on, a wirehaired fox named Molly.  If you’ve ever had a terrier, you know what a challenge they can be.  Super 

smart and very stubborn, they rarely learn to follow any commands.  Instead they just look at you with a ―You 

want me to do what?‖ kind of look.  But I love their feistiness and energy, and I miss having them in my home. 

So why all this about my dogs?  It’s clear that dogs play a big part in many Lafayette families.  And this 

has probably been so since the school opened.  Ms. McClure remembers that when she went to Lafayette, there 

was a yearly parade of pets, where everyone brought their dog to school and walked around the school grounds. 

When your children draw pictures of their families, they often include their pets as the loved members they 

are.  Most of our children seem to like dogs and react very positively to them.  But not all children.  Some are 

afraid, allergic, or unaccustomed to having a dog around.  And that is creating a problem here at Lafayette. 
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Lots of dogs are coming to school, especially in the morning.  A great way to get in a morning walk for 

both children and dogs is to come to school for morning drop off.  But technically dogs are not supposed to be 

on school grounds.  Most schools with fenced campuses have signs up that state this.  We do not.  And I really 

don’t want to take on the challenge of banning dogs at Lafayette.  But I am going to ask for some cooperation 

from those of you who bring your dogs to school. 

Please make sure an adult is in control of the dog.  Even the most gentle dog can tug on a leash hard 

enough to make a child fall or lose control of it.  Please keep your dog close to you.  We don’t need people 

tripping over a leash.  And please have your child say goodbye to your dog before he or she gets in line to enter 

the school.  Most of the problems seem to arise when a dog is standing in line, acting as if he or she is going to 

go on into the building with everyone else.  The lines are already pretty close quarters for our students.  For 

fearful ones, the dogs are just too close by.  The playground is pretty big.  There are lots of spaces to stand that 

are away from our lines. 

We won’t solve all our dog issues at Lafayette.  Some of the dog problems are caused by dogs running 

down from the park.  Rarely, I’ve had to ask the owner of a particularly barky dog to please say goodbye on the 

track.  Dog poop does show up on the school grounds, and every now and then gets stepped in.  For the most 

part, though, I think Lafayette has some pretty wonderful dogs that come to school each day:  dogs that are well 

behaved, obedient, and friendly.  But please, give some space to the children who need more time to get used to 

dogs.  Thank you for helping make dogs at Lafayette work for all our students.  

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Homework Assistance/Tutor Available.  Jared Catapano is new to Lafayette, but not new to education.  He 

has been an Instructional Aide for 2 years, and previously worked for the Ramsey School District in Ramsey, 

New Jersey.  Jared has worked with children with Autism as well as students with other learning disabilities.  

He has undertaken one-on-one instruction in New Jersey, and currently works in a small group instruction 

setting.  Jared is available to assist your child with reading fluency and/or comprehension, writing composition, 

and math.  Please e-mail for availability and price:  Jared.Catapano@dc.gov.  

* Fillmore Arts Workshop Registration Now Open.  The Fillmore Arts Workshop welcomes all area children 

to their Fall Arts Workshops, which begin on September 27.  Workshops available include piano and violin 

small group lessons, ceramics, drawing and painting, and theater.  For more information about the workshops, 

which will be held in upper Georgetown at 1819 35
th

 Street NW, please contact Sara Friendly at 202-465-2810 

or visit www.fillmoreartscenter.org. 

 
 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday.   
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