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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 4 (Tuesday) – Picture Day 
October 6 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 10 (Monday) – No School, Columbus Day 
October 14 (Friday) – No School, Professional Development Day 
October 17 (Monday) – No School, Conference Day 
October 22 (Saturday) – Lafayette Fall Festival, 3-5:30 p.m. (all ages movie at 5:30 p.m.) 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Label those Jackets! see p.3   
 
FROM THE HSA –Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray HSA co-presidents 
  
One of the unique characteristics of our Lafayette community, one that plays no small part in defining the 
relationship between home and school, is the great proportion of students who are able to walk to school each 
day. For many reasons, not all students enjoy this great pleasure, but many more do at Lafayette than at most 
suburban schools in the area. Tomorrow, October 5th, is International Walk to School Day 
(http://www.walktoschool.org/). I didn’t really know there was such a thing until Jenny pointed it out. We 
realize that for many students, walking to Lafayette would require leaving home very early. But for those that 
can walk (or ride your bike) please do. If you need to drive or take the bus, park or get off a block or two further 
away than normal and walk from there. 

We’re tremendously fortunate to have a school in a neighborhood where walking is so easy: many of us 
live close to school, there are very few busy streets and there’s minimal traffic. Except right at school, at drop 
off and pick up. We might as well try to cross the Beltway as cross Broad Branch at 3:20. It’s about as safe 
some days. Despite our heroic crossing guard’s best efforts and abundant and very clear signage, some parents 
and caregivers (you know who you are) feel it’s ok to ignore the signs, park in crosswalks, and endanger others. 
All for the sake of saving a couple of minutes. 

What’s the harm you ask? “I’m just pulling up and dropping off. I’m done in 30 seconds. Don’t be so 
uptight!” Well, here’s the harm. Broad Branch is rather narrow. It’s also a bus route. By parking on the east side 
of the street, you increase the likelihood of a traffic accident as other cars and buses try to navigate the 
attenuated roadway and dodge pedestrians. Some of you don’t just stop for a few seconds and drop off. Some of 
you park. And sit. And wait. I’m tempted to suggest parking meters. Or a valet. Sometimes you park, and run in 
for “just a sec.” But you know what, whenever you park, not only do you make the street less safe, but you 
create a hazard for emergency vehicles trying to get to school. Oh, and one more thing. It’s illegal. One of these 
days, you just might find an expensive ticket stuck to your car. Or your car towed. Is it really worth it? 
I’ll step down from my soapbox now and encourage everyone to join International Walk to School Day 
tomorrow. Hope to see you walking to and from school. 
 
Arts Integration Letter, Jackie Snowden 
The Lafayette Changing Education Through The Arts (CETA) Strategic Planning Committee is a group of 
teachers and Mrs. Main, which meets twice a year at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. We 
collaborate with committees from other CETA schools, of which we are the only one representing DCPS. At 
these meetings we discuss such things as: making arts integration (AI) a priority; how to help others understand 
how AI impacts student learning; improving the quality of student work using AI strategies; helping others 
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adjust their instructional practices to include AI; as well as discussing what we are learning about the impact of 
AI practices on students and their learning. It is at these meetings where the ideas for our Lafayette CETA 
Action Plan were developed, with goals and objectives to guide our direction as an AI school. This year, 
Strategic Planning Committees will have opportunities to work on the their school's action plan, strengthen 
connections and ties to other arts integration schools in order to share best practices and innovative ideas, and 
learn about planning an Arts Integration event. If you would like to see the Action Plan, come see me. 
 The committee members are Laurie McLaughlin - visual arts, Erika Pereira-ELL, Kathy Baldwin - first 
grade, Juanita Howard - first grade, Lynn Main - Principal, and me. As the Arts Integration Coordinator, 
chairing this committee is expected. However, my colleagues chose to be members as a result of their belief in 
arts integration as an approach to teaching where students learn by exploring connections between the arts and 
other subject areas to gain greater understanding in both. 
 Ms. McLaughlin regularly collaborates with classroom teachers to ensure that as she meets the arts 
standards, she is also meeting the content standards the classroom teachers are teaching. When asked about her 
willingness to serve on the committee, she said, “As the arts specialist and the person who attended our first 
Kennedy Center Summer Institute many years ago with Principal Main, I felt that my experience and 
perspective would be helpful on the committee. I have always intuitively felt that arts integration methods are 
the best way to meaningfully reach our curious, creative, active, and diverse students and a fantastic way to 
create connections in the curriculum. It has been gratifying to learn of an increasing body of supporting 
evidence that learning the arts to teach the curriculum IS indeed creating meaning that is exciting, engaging and 
retained... for students AND teachers!” 
 Ms. Pereira uses arts integration strategies when instructing her students for whom English is not their 
first language and who have diverse learning styles.  One of the strategies she uses is Comic Life, an iMac 
program, where her students not only learn how to use new technology, but they are able to create comics which 
tell stories, demonstrating their comprehension of English. After serving on the committee last year, she said, “I 
feel very fortunate to teach at a school that values the arts and expects the arts to play an important role in a 
child's education.  I am constantly introduced to new techniques and methods for using arts in my classroom 
through Lafayette's collaboration with CETA. Even if I am not able to take a CETA course I am able to see how 
my colleagues use arts integration in their classroom, which inspires me to try it out with my own students.”  
 Ms. Baldwin regularly employs AI strategies in her instruction. Whether it is using tableau to demonstrate 
understanding and drama, Tin Can Poetry to teach rhyming words, or any other of the strategies she has learned, 
Ms. Baldwin uses them to help her students connect art forms and other subject areas. She describes her service 
on the committee as follows, “I enjoy being on the strategic planning committee because I believe arts 
integration is a great way for students to learn. It helps with reading comprehension, math problems, science 
concepts, and social studies concepts. On a daily basis, I use the Actor's toolbox. I use tableau and 
dramatization whenever possible. We will begin to use beat and rhythm with poetry.” 
 Ms. Howard also regularly uses AI strategies in her classroom; from tableau, to Tin Can Poetry and lots 
in-between. This past summer she was a presenter at the Differentiating Instruction Conference in Las Vegas. 
She presented how she uses the Imaginary Journey (IJ) strategy to teach reading comprehension. IJ teaches 
students to use their imagination to go on a journey and employs rhythm and music.  
She has also been a presenter at our Kennedy Center meetings. When asked for comments for this article she 
responded, “In many areas I don’t remember how I taught before AI.” 
 As Principal, Mrs. Main, an educator and lover of the arts, saw the CETA program as an opportunity to 
enhance the already high quality of instruction and student learning at Lafayette. After observing Ms. Perll 
teaching music to Kindergartners, she said, “If one of our purposes of what we do with little people is to build 
vocabulary, what better way to teach that then with tempo, volume, pitch, high and low notes.  Writing their 
own rhythms is coming next.  They are learning some very sophisticated words and terminology and applying 
them immediately.  This is one of the values AI brings to our school.” 
 While the focus of the CETA program is student learning, we recognize that this means supporting our 
teachers. We do this by making it possible for them to participate in professional learning opportunities such as 
courses, workshops, study groups, demonstration lessons and arts coaching. As a former classroom teacher who 
fully embraced arts integration as a teaching strategy, part of my job now, is to champion that cause by; making 
sure our teachers are made aware of and registered for the many courses offered by the Kennedy Center, other 
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arts organizations and museums; modeling and/or assisting classroom teachers when they are using AI 
strategies; documenting how we are using AI strategies; and arranging for in-house or field trip performances 
and experiences that enhance the curriculum. 

I am grateful for and proud of all of my colleagues, who recognize the value of arts integrated instruction as 
a researched based tool that helps prepare our students for the 21st Century 

 
Writing Competition, Kathy Echave 
It's time for students to get the lead out--well, their lead pencils, at least. Pencils, pens, computers--use anything, 
but it's time to start writing!  Letters about Literature, a national reading and writing competition for students in 
grades 4-12, has a January 19, 2012 deadline this year. That sounds far away but we all know it isn't really. 
Students can get the jump on this contest before school life gets any more hectic or even more holidays roll 
around.  This contest, sponsored by the Center for the Book and the Library of Congress, invites students to 
select a fiction or non-fiction book, a short story, poem, essay or speech that has touched them in some personal 
way. Students are asked to explore their feelings and write a letter to an author--living or dead--expressing why 
they are moved to write.  

Participation guidelines for readers, all official contest rules, an entry form, directions for submitting entries 
and a information about prizes can be found at www.lettersaboutliterature.org  

 
Entries can be mailed in by parents (home) or by teachers (school). Or students can see Ms. Echave for more 
details and a paper entry form. She will post letters for students who hand her a proper entry PRIOR to winter 
break! If you'd like to read some terrific, winning letters from past years go to this link at the Library of 
Congress:    www.read.gov/contests  
 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It sure took a turn for the cooler this weekend.  Our cat, who loves to sit in a window sill and survey her realm, 
was very put out to find all the windows closed leaving her without a place to sit.  We had to do some digging 
for sweatshirts to wear.  It seems like it will never stop raining this fall.  And finally the trees are just starting to 
show a little color. 

Fall becomes a lost and found challenge at Lafayette.  It’s cool enough to wear a jacket or sweater to school 
in the morning, but by lunch time it’s started to warm up and most every recess period involves the building of 
the great Mount Lafayette jacket pile. Running around makes almost everyone warm up a lot and off come 
those outer layers.  When the end of recess bell gets rung there is a mad dash to the pile to recover jackets, 
sweatshirts, whatever you’ve left.  And most days there are some belongings left behind.  We hold them up, 
walk through the line up area hoping to jog someone’s memory, but it doesn’t always work. Which leads us to 
having a very large lost and found in a very short time. 

For those of you new to Lafayette, the lost and found is located in the hallway just up from Ms. Stinson’s 
music room.  Clothing and other unbreakable items go into the blue wire bin.  More valuable items like glasses 
and keys go to Mrs. Bright for safe-keeping.  About once a quarter we empty the lost and found.  If a name can 
be found in an item, we return it to the student.  Unidentified items go on tables in the Great Hall where we 
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hope that they will be seen and someone will claim them.  Any thing left after a few days of display time is 
donated to charity.  And some quarters we give away a lot. 

So why this now?  It’s time to put those names in those jackets and anything else that comes to school.  
When we look in clothes to find who they belong to we are always surprised at how many jackets have name 
tags with nothing written on them.  No way to figure out what goes with whom.  So get out those Sharpies and 
write a name on the lines or a tag or somewhere in those items that will be taken off and added to the jacket 
mountain.  This is one of the ways we tell the children at Lafayette to be responsible.  Keep track of your 
belongings, hang them up, take them home at night.  But you can help if you put their names in and on those 
items.  Thank you for your help.  Now let us enjoy fall. 
 
  
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

• Looking for a full or part time sitter for my fourth grade boys, from 4 to 6 to pick up my son from practice and 
take home. Monday thru Friday preferred but two or three day will work as well. Please contact Tiffany Nance 
240 601 3716 or nancetiffany@gmail.com 

• Do you want Ms. Stinson’s puppy? My 6th month husky/terrier/pit bull puppy is free to a good home! She will 
grow to be 35 lbs. She is a great dog but I do not have enough time to take good care of her. Her vaccinations are 
up to date.  Please call me with questions! 443-370-7464. 

• HoopEd is offering 3 one day mini All-Sports and Games Camps for the upcoming student holidays of October 
10th, 14th and 17th. Camp will be held right at Lafayette in the gym and on the sports fields. Camp runs from 
9:00am-3:00pm and boys and girls ages 6-13 are welcome. Aftercare is available until 5:30pm. It is just $60 for 
the day. For more information or to register online go to www.hoopeducation.com. 
 
 
 

 
Dear Lafayette Family: 

We are deeply saddened to share the news of the passing of Lafayette mom, Linda Latham.  Linda courageously 
battled breast cancer and died peacefully at her home last Saturday.  Linda was a committed neighbor and 

friend and throughout her career she was a pioneer in the field of environmental protection and energy 
efficiency.  We will be setting up a LotsaHelpingHands website to provide meals for John and Eli Richardson in 

the coming months -- meantime if you would like to participate please contact Lisa Resch at: 
 balancingact_dc@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   


