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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 22 (Saturday) – 3:00-5:30 p.m., Fall Festival 
October 27 (Thursday) – 7:00 p.m. HSA Speaker series and General Meeting 
October 28 (Friday) – Half Day, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
October 29 (Saturday) – 7:00 – 10:00 a.m., Garden Work Day 
October 31 (Monday) – Halloween: School-wide Parade and Class Parties 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – The Countdown Begins (p. 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Jenny Murray and Dan Aladjem, Co-Presidents 
Let’s call this week’s column “Reminders and Confessions.”  I’ll start with the confession. Regular readers of 
the Tuesday Bulletin will recall that a few weeks ago, Jenny confessed to not yet having gotten around to 
joining the HSA. I have to confess, that I, too, just signed up. I’m not going to give an excuse. It’s just been one 
of those things to slip through the cracks. (Ok. Truth be told: my wife Laurie usually takes care of things like 
this, but this year she told me that I had to take care of it. And so, well, this is what happens.) There you have it. 
Your HSA co-presidents are both a couple of slackers. Thank you to the great many of you who are a bit more 
organized and have already joined for the year, and a special thank you to all the teachers who have as well. 
Everyone else, well, all I can say is that it really does just take a few seconds. Head on over to the HSA web site 
(www.lafayettehsa.org) and click on HSA Dues and Contributions on the left side. It. Could. Not. Be. Easier. 
Ok, I lied. There is something just as easy. While you’re on the web, take a look at the right side of the page. 
Yeah, where it says “Fall Festival,” that’s it. It’s this Saturday! Woo-hoo!! The Fall Festival has always been 
one of my favorite events. Last year our incredible co-chairs, Brendan O’Brien and Annie Bennett, ordered up 
the best weather imaginable. I’m expecting nothing less this year. Even in those years when it’s a bit more 
wintery and cold and drizzly, the Fall Festival is a ton of fun. But I digress. Back to the web site. So on the right 
side of the HSA home page you’ll see the big box all about the Fall Festival. You’ll see two incredibly useful 
links. The first is for volunteering. You’ve all already heard from your room parents about volunteering. This 
year, volunteering for the Fall Festival could not be any easier. (It’s as easy as paying your HSA dues!) Just 
follow the link and sign up to help. The other important link is for buying your kid pass. No futzing with tickets, 
just a simple wristband for all the games and crafts. Also, amazingly easy. 
 
FALL FESTIVAL NEWS 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 The Lafayette Fall Festival is a great opportunity to have fun with the Lafayette community and support the 
HSA. Kids Passes are available now at the HSA site for $20, $35 for two. Along with moon bounces, carnival 
games, food and drink, this year Festival will feature several special events: 
Tennis Can Treats: Cans will be sold for $3 and are full of goodies. If you buy a "lucky" can, you could 
win cash, gift cards, or movie passes! We are asking the kids (and parents) to donate as many cans as possible, 
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filled with the treats of your choice. The cans will be on sale at the Festival, with special prizes added to select 
cans. Please leave filled cans in the large bin in the great Hall. 
The 2nd annual Lafayette Pie Bake-Off: Families, get cooking! We'll have two categories: Apple Pie and 
Family Favorite. Chefs can enter either or both categories, but should prepare two pies. One will be tasted and 
the other will be sold. Winning entries will be auctioned to the highest bidder! 
Bake Sale: Warm up your oven and bake a treat for sale at the Fall Festival! Cupcakes, brownies, cookies... 
everything is a hit! 
Recycled Toy Collection: along with the Tennis Can Treats, the Fall Festival is collecting small, clean, 
intact toys to be used as prizes for this year's games. Clean out your basement and help support Lafayette! A 
collection bin can be found in the Great Hall. 
Please volunteer! The Fall Festival is a great Lafayette tradition but it can't happen without your help. The 
Fall Festival page at the HSA site contains a link to our online sign-up sheets. 
 
JEWELRY MAKING CLUB 
The jewelry-making club has started back up at Lafayette.  The club is in need of donations for: beads (any 
shape or sized plastic, stone, or glass beads) beading wire, beading string, clasps and other materials.  Also, if 
you have old necklaces with beads that you don’t use, please donate to our club. Each year, the students create 
wonderful necklaces and bracelets that we sell at the Spring Fair.  All money raised is donated right back to 
Lafayette. Donations can be left in Ms. Cassidy’s mailbox or on her desk (team 2). 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Fantastic babysitter available for several hours and/or after school Mon-Tues-Fri. Over a decade of 
experience with twins, triplets, infants, kids with special needs. Excellent references from Lafayette families. 
Own car. Happy to work with multiple families at once. Please email Vanessa at vsteck@gmail.com. 
*Homework Assistance/Tutor Available Jared Catapano is new to Lafayette, but not new to education.  He 
has been an Instructional Aide for 2 years.  He has previously worked for the Ramsey School District in 
Ramsey, New Jersey. Jared has worked with children with Autism as well as students with other learning 
disabilities s. He has done one-on-one instruction in New Jersey and currently works in a small group 
instruction setting. He is available to assist your child with reading fluency and/or comprehension, writing 
composition and math.  Interested parties should email for availability and price. Jared.Catapano@dc.gov 
*Are you looking for a tutor? After spending five years as a learning specialist and four years as a classroom 
teacher I know that all children need to have learning meaningful and relevant. I present lessons in fun and 
stimulating ways, making use of games and hands-on lessons whenever possible.  My masters is in curriculum 
and teaching and I'm a certified elementary educator with experience both writing and following Individualized 
Education Plans. References and resume available upon request. I'm located near Downtown Silver Spring and 
would love to speak with you about working with your child. Please contact me, Rachel 
Stein, at steinr6@gmail.com and we can work out a plan that best suits your child's needs. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Well the BIG day has arrived for this year. The day that we spend hundreds of hours getting ready for. The day 
that determines so much for future years for Lafayette and DCPS.  Yes, this Friday is the day when we will stop 
everything we are doing at Lafayette and count all our students. That’s right.  Starting around 1:30 we will 
personally count each and every student.   
 The annual student count is actually the beginning of the budget process for school year 2012-2012.  Local 
funding for DCPS will be determined by the number of students who are current students.  DC public charter 
schools will also be counting their students as well.  The numbers will be finalized later in the year and then the 
preliminary school system allocations will be developed.  If everything goes well, Lafayette will receive its 
individual school allocation early next year and then we will start planning staffing and resource expenditures. 
 Other school systems just use numbers generated from registration and attendance records to determine 
their enrollment numbers.  I never physically counted students in any other school system I’ve worked in.  But 
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because of enrollment issues in past years, we are required to have this big count day. So teams of workers from 
the auditing company will fan out Friday afternoon, visit each and every classroom and place an ‘I Count’ 
sticker on every student. 
 While that is going on, Mrs. Bright is meeting with other members of the team who review each and every 
registration form.  Everything needs to be filled out completely.  All signatures need to be there.  Every line that 
needs to be checked has a check.  For the last 6 weeks, whenever Mrs. Bright had a minute to spare, she 
reviewed each and every form that was completed by you last summer.  Seven huge notebooks have been 
created with all our data ready for the team.  We found a few forms that needed some correcting and one or two 
that were missing all together (pretty good considering we registered over 700 students this year).  But after 
checking and rechecking we think we are ready for the records review. 
 To make this work we need to try for perfect attendance this Friday.  We know that the PK children will be 
on a field trip in the morning but they are scheduled to be back in plenty of time to get their stickers. We’re 
hoping that illness is at a minimum, no doctor appointments are scheduled and no early releases for a weekend 
break are pending.  If a child is absent we have to provide other documentation to prove they have been 
attending Lafayette this school year.  If counted, that is all we have to do.  So we need as many students as 
possible to be here. 
 In other years the count had other impacts on schools.  If you came in way below your projected 
enrollment, you were supposed to lose some resources.  If above, you were supposed to gain.  We are almost 
dead on since our projection was 702 students and we are planning on counting 706.  New projections will be 
based on the audit numbers and we should be getting our projection for next year in November.  I’m hoping 
we’re entering a period when the enrollment stabilizes right around where we are right now.  Time will tell.  But 
be assured that in DCPS every child counts and this counting is taken very seriously.  1, 2, 3 . . . 706. 
 
 
 
 


