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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
January 11 (Wednesday), LSAT Public Meeting with Mrs. Main, 7:00 p.m. 
January 12 (Thursday), HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 16 (Monday), No school, Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 20 (Friday), Half-day, 12:15 dismissal (Records Day) 

 
January 24 (Tuesday), Spelling Bee, 9:30 a.m. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Just a Regular Day at Lafayette (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  

We are looking forward to seeing many of you tomorrow evening at the Local School Advisory Team, or 
LSAT, public meeting at 7:00 p.m. I know the LSAT is something of a mysterious group, and you may be 
wondering if you need to show up at this meeting. I hope you will.  

The LSAT has fourteen members and includes parents, teachers, school staff, and a local community 

group meets monthly, and is tasked with advising the principal on matters such as allocation of school 
resources; organization of the school; curriculum options, including special or supplementary course offerings 
and specialized research-based instructional strategies; budget decisions; priorities and considerations for 
staffing patterns and the selection of personnel; monitoring overall student progress; school culture; and family 
engagement. Pretty big stuff!  

is required by DCPS 
areas where we have a little more flexibility. Learn how the school is 

staffed, including student/teacher ratios, special subject teachers, and more. After an overview of this process, 
parents will break into small groups to discuss issues and ask questions. If you have questions about the 
meeting, please contact LSAT co-chairs Robin Chait (robin.chait@comcast.net) or Andrea Perll 
(apsunshine@aol.com). Hope to see you there! 
 
HELP THE PEACE CLUB HELP OTHERS 
Members of the Peace Club have made a commitment to providing food for a local homeless shelter every 
month this year.  In November we made sandwiches, and in December we made individual bags of trail mix.  
The trail mix was a big hit so we are going to continue with that for this month.   

We will be making our trail mix on Friday, January 27 during our Peace Club meeting, and we need your 
help.  If your child is a Peace Club regular, please consider donating ingredients to make our trail mix healthy 
and delicious.  We need boxes of granola cereal, raisins, M&Ms or chocolate chips, dried fruit, pretzels, and 
anything else that sounds good.  Many people who are homeless are constantly on the move, and having 
portable, high protein, delicious snacks is crucial to their survival.   

As much as they appreciated the food, what made our contribution really special were the beautiful, loving 
cards that the children made to go along with the trail mix.  We will continue to make these cards every month 
as well.  Please let me know if you are able to help us help others.  Many, many thanks to the family of Cole 
and Sam Czwartacki for donating all of our ingredients for the month of December!    Linda Ryden, 
teachpeacedc@gmail.com 
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ACCOMPANIST NEEDED FOR 2ND GRADE CONCERT 
Hello piano player parents!  We are in need of an accompanist to play at our next concert for 2nd grade. The 
pieces we will be performing are None of Us Are F ree; Climb Every Mountain (just the very end); You'll Never 
Walk Alone; O Freedom; and Bread and Roses. 

The times are as follows: 
February 10, 1:45 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.:  Rehearsal for 2 classes 
February 10, 2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.: Rehearsal for other classes 
February 13, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.:  Rehearsal for other classes  
February 15, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.:  Dress rehearsal 
February 17, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.: 2nd grade Informances 
I understand all the times might not work, and it is OK if the accompanist could not make them all. Please 

let me know if you are interested in looking at the music to consider accompanying our performances.  Thank 
you!  Liz Stinson, stinsoeh@live.com 
 
LAP SUMMER CAMP IS BACK! 
LAP summer camp has returned.  It will run from July 9-August 17, 2012 at Lafayette in the LAP area, with all 
sorts of activities offered.  For more information, contact Afsheen Benab at 202-904-7500 or Nadhege Raphael 
at 202-364-8756.  Hope to see you this summer! 

 
DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE ADHD, SENSORY PROCESSING OR MILD MOOD DISORDER? 
If the answer is yes, and you would like to connect with other parents who share similar experiences, we invite 
you to join For Our Kids, For Ourselves, a support and resource organization with neighborhood-based groups 
that meet monthly. We are currently welcoming new members for a few available slots in our Northwest DC 
group.  The group supports parents emotionally by sharing experiences and resources, and by connecting you 
with others who understand the challenges of raising a child with learning and developmental differences and/or 
social issues. It is a grassroots Jewish parent support and resource organization that is open to people of all 
backgrounds. Each group is neighborhood-based so that families can connect and find support and mentors 
within their own communities. 

The groups are for members only and meet once a month on Sunday evenings during the school year. 
Experienced facilitators lead all groups. The Northwest DC group will meet next on Sunday, January 22, from 
7:30-9:00 p.m.  If you are interesting in joining or would like more information, please contact Jaime Selvin via 
email at adhdparentsforum@yahoo.com. 
  
NEW CLASSES AT PARENT ENCOURAGEMENT PROGRAM 
Why settle for reacting to your child's misbehavior today when you can change the whole behavior pattern for 
the long term?  Sign up for a PEP parenting class!  PEP is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to providing 
the resources and support parents need to raise confident, capable, and courageous children.  Upcoming classes 
include: 

Parents of Children Ages 5-12:  Looking for a new and refreshing outlook on parenting? Tired of whining, 
dawdling, bedtime battles, disrespect, homework vs. media, sibling fights, and other problems? In PEP I, 
Becoming a More Encouraging Parent, parents learn the skills to raise children to be respectful, responsible, 
caring people.  Learn practical skills and gain insights into how to use positive, encouraging methods with your 
children to gain cooperation, foster respect and responsibility, set and uphold limits, and bring out the best in 
each child.  Classes start 1/12 (Ashburn, VA), 1/15 (Wheaton, MD), 1/17 (Kensington, MD), 1/19 (Kensington, 
MD), 1/25 (Rockville, MD), and 2/11 (Kensington, MD). 

Parents of Teens:  Learn proven, positive strategies to parent teenagers effectively in the midst of their 
peers, media, the Internet, and their own adolescent development.  Communicate with your teen on topics from 

relationship based on mutual respect, cooperation, and responsibility.  Thriving With Teens classes start 1/18 
(Kensington, MD) and 1/20 (Kensington, MD).  Obtain more information and register online at 
http://www.pepparent.org/ or call 301-929-8824.   

 

mailto:stinsoeh@live.com
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Lynn Main, Principal 
When we came back to school last Tuesday, Lafayette was a little cool.  Nothing really unusual.  Most of the 
time when we come in after a weekend, it takes a while for the building to heat back up again.  But last Tuesday 
was a little different.  While it seemed to get a little warmer by lunch, after the students were dismissed for the 
day, the temperature really seemed to drop.  But it was getting much colder outside and the high winds always 
make things worse inside.  When I left to go to chorus  

Wednesday was a completely different story.  It was really cold outside.  When I arrived at school, it was 
cold in the building.  Only the cafeteria and gym seemed to have any heat at all.  The rooms in the teams were 

We got guarantees that things would be better by 10 and then the school day started.  
It was clear by 10 that the temperature was going nowhere fast.  A quick walk through had the classrooms  

when it became obvious that the temperatures were really not going to improve, I received a phone call asking 
me if we needed to close school early.  I told them no.  While some children would have been picked up, the 
vast majority would still be here at the end of the day.  It is just too difficult to change babysitter and work 
schedules that quickly.  And when we have closed early because of snow, I often find myself still here at 6:00 
waiting for the last few parents to arrive.   

So what did we do?  We had school.  A regular day at school with one big difference.  We got to wear hats, 
coats, gloves and mittens all day.  Everywhere you went throughout the day, boys and girls and their teachers 
were busy doing just what they do any other school day.  Teachers were teaching lessons and boys and girls 
were learning stuff.  We went to our special subjects.  Gym was a real treat since there was heat in the gym.  
And for lunch, the cafeteria seemed like a trip to the tropics.  But all the classrooms were pretty cold all day 
long.   

Shortly after the day ended, a team of HVAC repairmen arrived and started working throughout the school.  
They stayed most of the night getting enough units up and blowing so that we could start school with a much 

stem can be, I was afraid that Thursday 
would mean a sudden change to the temperature of the Sahara Desert, but for once, the building seemed very 
comfortable and fairly consistent in most locations.  No complaints all day.  There are other units that still need 
repair and that will continue, but I think we are in the clear for a while right now. 

For right now, we have the heat under control at Lafayette.  But as all of you who live in houses of a certain 
age well know, the next building problem is just around the corner.  Sometimes we need the plumber to come 
and replace faucets and flush valves.  Sometimes it is our drinking fountains.  Anytime the wind blows, our 
power goes out, and along with that the clocks and bells.  Then someone needs to come up to the school and 
reset the system.  About the only part of the building that I have great confidence in is our windows that were 
replaced about 5 years ago.  Those seem to be doing just great.   

So in and out of Lafayette come repair people, contractors and inspectors.  When the windows were 
replaced, the contractors marveled that we were able to move students around in the building and they could 
work during school hours.  The job was finished in record time.  We rearranged recess locations so we could get 
the gutters and downspouts repaired.  We try to plan other big repairs and replacements during holidays and 
vacations.  We know an old building like ours will need lots of attention to keep it up and running.  But even 
with the work going on the students and teachers at Lafayette continue to work hard each and every day.   

W ear will bring, we do know this:  something will break 
and need repairing.  The wind will blow and lights will go out.  It just might even snow.  And we have so much 
more to learn.  So, in coats and hats or in shorts and t-shirts, we just continue to do our job.  We keep on 
learning. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

The Children's Art Studio invites students to join them for classes, 
including a new Teen Class on Fridays and a Saturday Morning Mini Session. Classes start this week.  For more 
information, visit www.childrensartstudio.org 
  
 
 
E-  or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the G reat Hall by 3:15 pm F riday.   
 

http://www.childrensartstudio.org/

