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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
November 2 (Wednesday) – Deal Night, 6:30 p.m. 
November 7 (Monday) – Potomac Pizza Night, 4-9 p.m. 
November 8 (Tuesday) –Individual portrait re-take/make-up day 
November 9 (Wednesday) – Deal Open House, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
November 11 (Friday) – No school, Veterans’ Day 
November 12 (Saturday) – Garden Work Day, 8-11 a.m. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Halloween fun at Lafayette (see page 4) 

 

FROM THE HSA –Jenny Murray and Dan Aladjem, HSA Co-Presidents  

Thanks to all for coming out last Thursday night to our first HSA General Meeting of the year. We enjoyed 

quite a provocative speaker on the topic of “Helping Your Kids Take Responsibility for School Stuff.” While 

her assertion that homework is unnecessary is debatable, I thought that she hit on a key point—that instilling a 

sense of responsibility for school stuff in children can’t be viewed as an isolated effort. We can’t just make kids 

take responsibility for school stuff alone. It’s deeply embedded in everything else that happens in our families. 

If children have no other responsibilities, we can’t really expect them to take responsibility for school work. If 

school work is one of many jobs children have, it’s just another job (albeit a really important one) and one that 

they’ll attend to just as they have to put their clothes away or practice a musical instrument. If kids are only held 

accountable for school work, but have no other responsibilities and no other opportunities to succeed and to fail, 

they may not take ownership of school work in the way we’d like. I’m surely oversimplifying the speaker’s 

argument but that basic point resonated with me. We’re lining up additional speakers for later in the year. 

Upcoming topics include sex and money (that is, talking to your kids about each). This is DC after all. 

Two quick reminders: Deal Night is tomorrow night at 6:30 p.m. Get the story straight from Deal’s Interim 

Principal James Albright and Lafayette alumni. Next Monday night is our second Potomac Pizza night. Come 

see friends, enjoy an easy dinner, and support Lafayette. Details on both are available on the HSA web site. 

LAFAYETTE’S SPRING AUCTION NEEDS YOU 
The Lafayette Spring Auction has always been the largest and most important fundraising effort of the year. 
Each year, dozens of parents plan and shape this incredible event that brings in the most dollars of any 
fundraiser. Last year, the auction netted a whopping $140,000. The two years before that netted over $100,000. 
Frankly, the HSA wouldn't be able to pay our art teacher, our peace teacher, buy new computers, renovate the 
teachers’ lounge, or supplement the school's supplies without the auction. 
     Sadly, though... this year, we might not be able to. No one has come forward to run the auction gala. No 
auction gala.... no money. 
     So this year— unless a couple of people step forward to co-chair the entire event (and if you're interested.... 
please, you must do it NOW!)— we have decided to try something new. 
     This year's silent auction will be ONLINE. Getaways, Parties, Baskets, Wine, Class Creations... all will be 
auctioned off online for the two weeks preceding and culminating with the Auction Gala Party. 
   The Auction Gala Party— still scheduled for March 24, 2012— will be a huge party to remember, including 
the Live Auction, dancing, open bars, a dinner buffet and more. It will include the excitement of the auction 
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gala from past years, but without auction tables to decorate, without a catalog to edit, no check-in or check-out.   
Online silent auction. Party. Live Auction. Less work. 
     So, I'm asking you to please considering donating your time— by volunteering to co-chair a category for the 
online auction, or to help plan the party. We do need your help. Thanks to the folks who have signed up already 
to help keep our fundraising afloat! For you newbies, you should know: this isn't re-inventing the wheel! We 
already have donor lists and a database of past solicitations, plus seasoned auction vets to shepherd you through. 
     Check out the opportunities available on the spreadsheet attached to this e-mailed Tuesday Bulletin. You can 
sign up now by e-mailing Michelle Dolge at michelledolge247@gmail.com! We are getting a late start, so 
please commit now! 
 

PIANO PLAYER NEEDED 
The first grade is in need of a piano player to accompany one song —"Let there Be Peace on Earth"— for our 
upcoming performance. I have music. Please let me know if you are interested in playing for us at the 
performance and about 15 minutes for our rehearsal times. 
*Rehearsal,  Friday, November 4,  2 p.m. 

*Rehearsal, Wednesday, November 9, 2 p.m. 

*Performance, Thursday, November 10, 9:30 a.m. 

      Thanks!  
— Liz Stinson, music teacher stinsoeh@live.co 

 

ARTS INTEGRATION AT LAFAYETTE — Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 

As we end the month of October, which the White House declared National Arts and Humanities Month, there 
is a lot happening all around the building and Arts Integration (AI) is a big part of it.  
     To celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, we were fortunate to have two presentations. Our own Ms. Pereira, 
ELL teacher, provided a demonstration of Capoeira, a Brazilian art form that combines elements of martial arts, 
sports, and music, for Pre –Kindergarten and Kindergarten. Then, her husband, owner/instructor of Roda 
Movements Dance Studio, along with one of his instructors, provided our upper grades with a demonstration of 
Salsa and Cumbia, a Columbian dance. The best part for the students was probably seeing their teachers 
learning and performing the dances on stage.   
     We hosted our first session of Tiny Toy Tales with teaching artist, Sean Layne. He describes it as “a literacy 
strategy for involving students in storytelling. This body of work seeks to empower teachers to know how to 
adapt a piece of literature for effective storytelling… be able to integrate curriculum goals with storytelling, 
and to appreciate the intrinsic value of using drama as a vehicle for developing the whole child.” Using this 
strategy, students will learn sequencing of events, identifying main idea, summarizing and other literacy and 
performance skills. Twenty of our teachers are enrolled in this three-session course. Some will have Sean come 
into their classes to teach demonstration lessons and others will have the benefit of him coming to their 
classrooms and coaching them through the lessons. All will be participating in study groups to share their 
experiences. Those of you with children in early childhood or primary grades, ask your child to tell you The 

Giant Pumpkin story. 
     Each fifth-grade class choreographed and performed their own “step” routine in an across the grade 
competition. Stepping, as defined by the internationally known Step Afrika Dancers, “is a unique dance 
tradition created by African American college students.… the body is used as an instrument to create intricate 
rhythms and sounds through a combination of footsteps, claps and spoken word. The tradition grew out of the 
song and dance rituals practiced by historically African American fraternities and sororities in the early 1900s.”  
!

"Step dancing is a fun way to express your feelings in a dance kind of way. And I enjoy step a lot." ~Nkati 

Amare 

 

"I thought step-dancing was really fun and I'm glad we won. I thought the other classes did really well too." 

~Jacob Stocker 
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 "It was intense." ~Michael Duong  

 
     Congratulations to all of our step dancing teams! Great job performing and working together! 
     Once again, we were honored to host the U.S. Marine Band Woodwind Quintet in a kid-friendly concert for 
third- and fourth-graders. The band members not only performed, they also focused on music vocabulary. 
     There are AI lessons being taught across the grades:                              

• Ms. Baker’s Pre-K class looked at various Kandinsky paintings to identify straight lines, curved lines, 
and shapes. They then created their own Kandinsky inspired artwork. 

• Mrs. Jensen and Mrs. Yedwab’s third-graders learned to “read” portraits of Frederick Douglass in 
preparation for their field trip to his house. By “reading” portraits as biographies students gain a better 
understanding of time and place, symbolism, and context. 

• Mrs. Harn’s second-graders conducted “character interviews” after reading “The Happy Lion” story by 
Louise Fatio. Conducting character interviews helps students and teachers assess comprehension, draw 
conclusions, make judgments, and infer. 

• Mrs. Baldwin’s first-graders demonstrated their knowledge of the water cycle through tableaus and 
soundscapes, using their bodies and instruments. When reflecting on their performance and answering 
the question of how they learned to use these strategies, Sammy Dell-Bosak replied, “When we do it, 
and practice it a lot… it gets stuck in our brain and we can remember it.” That about says it all.  

 

4TH GRADE POW WOW NEWS 

When: Tuesday November 22 at 1:30 -3 p.m. 
Who: Fourth-grade parents and students 
IMPORTANT INFO: Students will be bringing home the "Regalia Homework Assignment" sheet this week on 
their art day. They need to create and wear their REGALIA (an outfit that expresses their personality, heritage, 
and/or personal interests) at the dress rehearsal on Friday November 18. Students should use an old outfit, 
brownie uniform, t-shirt, apron, or jacket, etc and add items that have meaning for them, drawn, painted, sewn 
or pinned on. They have viewed photos in art class of past students' regalias (see photos below). In addition, I 
will post examples and information in the Great Hall. 
     Still have questions? Contact Laurie McLaughlin, art teacher Grades 1-5 lauriemclward@gmail.com 
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FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-5 

We hope you've had a chance to view the recent installation of 

the mural panels created by the Class of 2011 last spring! After 

a little finish painting around the letters and a few more coats 

of polyurethane (let's hope the weather holds) it will truly be 

finished. A HUGE thanks goes out to Custodial Foreman 

George Young and his able assistant Glenn White for installing 

the panels. Please thank them and the HSA for our new and 

improved surface.  
     November is craft month in the art room for 1st-4th-graders 

as we make pots, stitch, weave and create objects for the 2nd-

grade Native American museum and 4th-grade Pow Wow. We 

are celebrating Native American Heritage Month and early 

American traditions. Thanks to all those art room volunteers who are on hand to help with the extra messy 

cleanups and tricky handwork! 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

It was quite a start to the week. Announcements started with Monster Mash and ended with Ghostbusters in 
honor of Halloween. Mr. Thurston announced the winners of the Saturday cross country meet who ran in Arctic 
conditions. It was the last day for our monthly word “responsibility” with the new one (“caring”) taking over for 
November. There was a buzz in the air as everyone was talking about their costumes and the parties that were 
scheduled in the afternoon. Down in the gym, a projector was set up with dancing skeletons singing Dem Bones 

for physical education class. And everywhere else there was reading, writing and arithmetic to get through 
before the celebration could begin.   
     Halloween has become quite a big deal in the last few years. Decorations everywhere, lights on houses, even 
seasonal costume shops. Certainly a change from just a few years ago. My kids got mom’s homemade 
costumes. But since I can really sew, some were really spectacular. They were passed around on the block and 
to friends at the school and eventually disappeared. Some things haven’t changed much. The Halloween Parade 
at Lafayette is a tradition that seems to have been part of the school forever. Kids still want to go trick or 
treating and get that candy. Everyone is still excited about dressing up and creating a wonderful costume. 
Everyone at the school gets into the spirit with the teachers coming up with really inventive themes. 
     I think Halloween is important to children since it allows them to talk about scary stuff in a safe and 
sometimes funny environment. At school we have been reading Halloween stories about ghosts with challenges 
and singing parodies of favorite songs. In the library books on wizards are extremely popular. Harry Potter may 
have started the current fad, but he has been joined by a large number of other characters with super powers. It 
seems most children love scary stories. At least in a classroom with the lights on told by a teacher and 
surrounded by lots of friends. They love putting on a costume and imagining they are someone else at least for a 
little while. And they finally got to meet the Golden L Fairy in person! 
     So for another year we have celebrated Halloween at Lafayette. The weather was cool and breezy but much 
better than Saturday. The parties were filled with activities and great food. Everyone had a great time showing 
off their outfits. No one got too scared by the ghouls and monsters. I got to go to a lot of parties. And many of 
you were here to see what all the fuss is about. So while we have some tired students today with way to much 
candy at home to eat, we will continue our Halloween traditions at Lafayette. We know we have lots to learn 
each day, but we also need a little fun. And isn’t Halloween a great day for some fun? 
     If you have some candy you would like to clear out of your house, our peace club is collecting for a DC 
homeless shelter. Just drop it off at the school and they will take it from there. 
 

LAFAYETTE CROSS COUNTRY NEWS — Coach Thurston 

GIRLS WIN RUNNER-UP TITLE; BOYS WEST DIVISION CHAMPIONS 

Saturday, October 29—There’s no getting around it, this was a chilly, wet and uncomfortable day! Lafayette’s 
tough cross-country runners were up to the challenge, however. Our boys took the West Division by sweeping 
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the top seven places, with Aaron Rosenthal edging out William O’Brien in just under 14:30 for first and 
second, followed by Daniel Freymann and Aidan Trinity for 3rd and 4th places respectively. Jordan Allen 
provided the fifth and final scoring spot only 4 seconds behind Aidan, and soon Tobias Severin and 
Christopher Sherman took 6th and 7th place. All seven finished within one minute. 
     The girls’ race was not that simple, with Oyster-Adams and Lafayette both making a strong push for the west 
division title. Ana Fischer opened up a strong lead from the start and finished in 15:30, nearly two minutes 
ahead of the rest of the field, in a great time of 15:30. Second and third place went to Oyster-Adams; fourth 
place to Anna Ganote. Next came a dramatic battle for fifth place, with Clare Trinity charging past her 
Oyster-Adams opponent at the last moment. Alex Waterman and Abby Gorman finished in 10th and 11th 
places respectively, with Rachel Wallach, 13th, and Rosalia Inglima, 14th, rounding out Lafayette’s team. The 
girls’ performance was terrific and earned them Runner-Up honors in the West Division. Oyster-Adams won 
this round so now our record with them is 1-1 (Lafayette beat them at our Invitational on the tie-breaker). The 
next round will be at the city championship meet next week on Nov. 5. 
     Thanks to Ms. Tepfer for her able handling of the teams and the finish results; to John Freymann and Frank 
Trinity for recording finishing times; and to all the parents who, despite the horrible weather, brought their kids 
anyway!  
     Our runners will be back in action next week at the city championship meet; teams for that competition will 
be selected by time trials this week. The great news is that there will be a “B Team Race” as well; this means 
that our entire team will have one more chance to compete on the Fort Dupont Course. We are sincerely hoping 
for better weather! 
 
GREAT DAY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Saturday, October 23—On another beautiful day for running, the Lafayette team helped to kick off the series of 
DCIAA meets today with the Developmental Meet. Roughly that translates to: no awards given out; and the 
meet will let you know where you need to “develop”!  
     In a change from tradition, high school girls and boys ran first. This gave our team a chance to watch some 
excellent athletes, including Lafayette alumni like Ross Pendergast and Brian Angel as they ran at and near 
the front of the pack.  
     Lafayette boys formed nearly a third of the 90 boys on the starting line for the elementary portion, and at the 
finish line they represented 8 of the top 10. Through most of the race, we had 3 runners pushing the pace and 
finally claiming the top three spots: Daniel Freymann, 1st, 14:14; Aidan Trinity, 2nd, 14:17; and Aaron 

Rosenthal, 3rd, 14:18. Close behind were Jordan Allen 4th, 15:06), Charles Bennett (5th, 15:38), Kevin 

Oakley (6th, 15:42), Jonathan Barnes (7th, 15:45), and Tobias Severin, (8th, 15:51). After actually letting in 
a runner from another team, the Lafayette onslaught continued with Jeremy Jensen (10th, 15:55), Oliver 

Lewis (11th, 16:01), and Michael Senko (12th, 16:04).  
     The rest of our “army”, in order of finish: Brendan Klein, Alex Wise, Jack Darnell, Walt Johnson, 

Xavier Bzdek, Dylan Blumenthal, Joe Himmelfarb, Luke Kennelly, Timothy Costello, Zachary Kaplan, 

Rhajzon Rankins, Adin McGurk, Josh Taubman, James Rogan, Robert Kovar, Kerry Gionis, Tristan 

Thiesfeld-Jones, Shane Butler, and Isiah Nance. 

Ana Fischer led our team across the finish, winning the girls’ race in 15:11 without any competitor in sight. 
Anna Ganote was our next runner, 8th in 17:38; right after her, in 9th, was Clare Trinity in 18:01. Completing 
our top 5 were Jalen Ciagne (15th, 18:28), and Abby Gorman (16th, 18:33). The rest of our contingent were 
Alex Waterman, Rosalia Inglima, Rachel Wallach, Maddie Gold, Emma McReady, Katherine Bouker, 

Airelle Brown, Alexandra Garcia, and Cordelia Stanton. Our girls are aware that we will need a total team 
effort to compete successfully, as they seem to be part of a sea of blue uniforms, some of them from Murch and 
Oyster-Adams. 
     Course officials had to react quickly upon discovering fences across portions of the course, and a detour that 
added 100 yards to the middle and high school courses. Adjustments were made in time for the meet to go 
ahead on time (well, almost). 
     Many thanks to Melissa Klein and Kerrie Bouker, who bravely chaperoned the runners who took the bus 
back to Lafayette; to Michael Costello and Deborah Rephan, who recorded our times during the meet. Also to 
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Lisa Oakley, who gave Ms. Tepfer a ride when the cab company just couldn’t manage to pick her up “because 
there is no street address” (!). 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Tutor with fifteen years of teaching (and tutoring) experience specializes in English, writing, history, 

and study skills. Frequently tutor younger students in reading, phonics, and math. Also tutor algebra I, 
geometry, and for SAT/PSAT. Experienced coach for AD/HD, LD, and G/T students. Combined MFA degree 
in literature/creative writing. Have worked since 2003 with DC and MCPS students in grades 2-12 at Lafayette, 
Wilson, Carderock Springs, Bannockburn, Burning Tree, Pyle, Whitman, B-CC, and Churchill, as well as 
privates Washington Waldorf, Maret, and McLean of Maryland, among others. Plenty of references available; 
will come to you. For more information, call Bill Jackson, 202-244-4911, or visit www.billjacksontutoring.com  
*Support Alice Deal Middle School at the Politics and Prose Book Fair November 5 and 6. Alice Deal 
Middle School will receive 20% of the price of all books purchased on those days by customers who present a 
book fair voucher at the register (vouchers will be available in the store). We will have lists of books requested 
by Deal teachers and staff that you can purchase and donate to the classrooms. Required reading lists will also 
be available. You can also purchase books to donate to the Alice Deal Media Center or get a head start on your 
holiday shopping. The fair runs Saturday, 9 am – 10 pm, and Sunday, 10 am – 8 pm.  
*Donate leftover Halloween candy. Too much Halloween candy? We are collecting extra candy again this 
year to give to homeless people at the shelter where we work. You can leave donations anytime on 
the porch at 3506 Quesada Street (between Nevada and Broad Branch). Questions? Call Wendy at 202-607-
4267. 
*Art class. The Children's Art Studio will hold a class on Saturday mornings from 10 -12, November 5, 12, 19 

and December 3, 10. No class Thanksgiving week. The cost for all four classes, ten hours, is $270. Drop ins are 
welcome for $60 for each Saturday. This class is for children five years old an up. The studio is located at 4723 
Wisconsin Avenue. Please e-mail with questions and to sign up: childrensartstudio@gmail.com 
*Deal Middle School PTA parent education workshop. Deborah Roffman: Talking to your Kids About Sex 

on Wed., November 30, 7 p.m. If you are nervous about having the sex talk with your children, looking for the 
right opportunity to start the discussion, or seeking some education on what topics to cover and when, 
nationally certified sex and family life educator Deborah Roffman will answer your questions and give you the 
tools and humor you’ll need. The well-regarded author of Sex and Sensibility: The Thinking Parent's Guide to 

Talking Sense about Sex, Roffman has written dozens of articles and commentaries on sex education and 
appeared in every major national newspaper and national network, including HBO and National Public Radio. 
Roffman teaches human sexuality education in the DC/Maryland region and has presented hundreds of 
workshops for parents and teachers on how to help young people develop into sexually healthy adults.  
*New soccer club in DC. A new soccer club and league called DC Youth Futbol Club (DCYFC) has been 
established in Washington, DC. It will consist of U8, U9 and U10 Boys and Girls teams. Games will be played 
on turf or manicured grass fields at Northwest DC parks and schools on Sunday afternoons. There will be a 
Spring and Fall season with league play to begin in Spring 2012. We are seeking girls and boys in the U7/U8, 
U9 and U10 age groups for individual and team registration. For further information, visit the website at: 
www.DCYouthFutbolClub.org 
* Great bargains await you at the annual Metropolitan UMC Church BAZAAR: this Saturday, 

November 5 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sponsored by the United Methodist Women of Metropolitan Memorial 
UMC, 3401 Nebraska Avenue NW (Corner of Nebraska and New Mexico Aves, across from AU). Gently-used 
items for sale: books, collectibles, attic treasures, Christmas items, jewelry, accessories, crafts, baked goods to-
go and lunch on-site. Also a “kids corner” with crafts and games to occupy your kids while you shop. All 
proceeds benefit projects supporting the welfare of women and children locally, nationally and globally. 202-
363-4900 or email msvieth@verizon.net.  
  
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   

 

 



Tuesday Bulletin 11-1-11 – page 7 

 
>------ 

 
 

Please Join Us At 

 
To Help Support 

Lafayette Elemetary  ! 

On November 7
th
  from 4-close  

 

That’s right! Please come join us for some great food an good company and most importantly to 

help the Lafayette Elementary raise money! 

Please either dine in or carry out with us and we will donate 20% of your proceeds back to them! 

You may eihter bring this flyer with your tell your server that you’re here to support the Lafayette 

Elementary and we will add you to the totals. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Potomac Pizza- Chevy Chase 

19 Wisconsin Circle 

Chevy Chase, MD 

301.951.1127 

 

 

 
 


