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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 17 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
November 24-25 (Thursday and Friday) – No School, Thanksgiving Break 
December 2 (Friday) – No School, Teacher Professional Development 
December 5-9 (Monday-Friday) – Scholastic Book Fair 
December 6 (Tuesday) – 2nd Annual Lafayette Essay Contest 
December 14 (Wednesday) – Deal Open House, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm 
 
FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  

While there’s never a dull moment at Lafayette, this is one of our favorite times of the year. Hot on the heels 

of the incomparable Halloween parade we have the annual assortment of holiday events. Next week we’ll see 

the Kindergarten Thanksgiving feast (better than many Thanksgiving dinners I’ve had!), the 2nd grade Native 

American Museum, and the 4th grade Pow Wow. This past week was the 1st grade Patriotic songs celebration--

amazing as always. Not only are all of these events an incredible blast (if you haven’t been, please come join 

the fun), but they’re also a great demonstration of all our kids have learned.  

For parents, coming up in just a few weeks is the Third Annual Coats and Cocktails. See the website for 

more details, but this is always a great, great party for an undeniably important cause. We’ll be collecting 

outerwear and books for students at Kenilworth and Bruce Monroe Elementary Schools. Special thanks to our 

generous hosts, Peter & Betsy Agnvall, Dave & Maria Engvall, Jen Lanoff & Andy Wise, Tom & Lisa McLish, 

Chris & Laura Scalzo, Craig Sechler & Julie Waterman, Paul Ruppert & Sarah Buscher, Matt & Kristi Teems, 

and Peter & Kristin Willsey.  

Lastly, a big thanks goes to Liz McReady for organizing our second Potomac Pizza night. They’re always 

fun, even if you take out rather than eat there (no dishes to clean, relatively little complaining...). 

 

FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, art teacher 

We hope you’re enjoying the sight of the brilliant red maple tree against our blue and yellow L-A-F-A-Y-

E-T-T-E mural! It now has one coat of polyurethane, and after a few more coats, it will be ready for winter. The 

Broad Branch Market picnic tables are also spruced up and gorgeous thanks to the 5th grade class of 2012. The 

following students will be treated to an ice cream party by the Market for their hard work on the tables: Talia 

Zitner, Ana Gunther, Philip Brach, Eli Grosser, Michele Heilman, Marlene Hujer, Anna Nachbar-Seckel, 

Alessandra Guy, Clare Trinity, Jessica Riegel, Dallas Hardee, Jayda Brittingham, Emma Jacobson, Ellida 

Parker, Claire Schmitt, Emily O’Brien, Sari Finn, Liliana Edmonds, Maddy Vieth, Ally Heinrich, Emma Fisher, 

Jen Marwell, Greta Jelen, Sophie Strazzella, Evelyn Smyth, Therese Dombo, and Jalen Ciagne.  

Mr. Clayman, our student teacher in the art room, is now in full swing teaching many of the art lessons and 

doing a spectacular job! Fifth graders have enjoyed exploring the westward expansion with dramatic, romantic, 

chalk pastel landscapes. Fourth graders are finishing up their Native American Pow Wow preparations and will 

soon start a unit on early American portraiture. Third graders are in the thick of their handcraft project for 
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November, a weaving loom inspired by a Navajo weaver. Second graders are working with clay and on Native 

American arts for their museum. And, after making clay pots, first graders created some fantastic drawings of 

eagles and patriotic stamps for their Veteran’s Day assembly. I am a very proud supervising teacher!  

Don’t forget to check the art room blog for photos links and interesting tidbits: 

http://lafayetteartwithlaurie.blogspot.com/ Happy Native American Heritage Month! 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Student Council elections were held on November 2 and we are excited to announce that a new group of 5th 

graders have been named as student council officers.  Students from 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade classes voted after 

hearing speeches from all the candidates and elected: 

 

Aaron Rosenthal - President 

Alessandra Guy - Vice President 

Jalen Ciagne - secretary 

Zach Neville - treasurer   

 

The first project that student council officers have decided to work on is the Thanksgiving donation drive.  

Students are encouraged to donate money to help provide meals for the homeless on Thanksgiving. Just $2 will 

buy a homeless person a Thanksgiving dinner. Classes that have at least half of the students donating will 

receive a Golden L. The deadline for donations is November 18th. 

 

AUCTION NEWS 

Lafayette’s annual auction is imperative for maintaining the art program and other initiatives that our 

children are the benefit of.  This year our online auction is going BIG, so we need your help.  We promise to 

make it fun, and give you a job that will fit with your schedule.  We’d love to see some new faces too!  Last 

year our family was new to Lafayette, and I met many new friends while volunteering.    

Please take a minute to see if you would be willing to help out with any of the following jobs.  And, stop by 

the flagpole after drop-off on Wednesday, November 16, at 9 a.m. to find out more about volunteer 

opportunities. (If the weather is bad, we’ll be upstairs in the library.) We are looking for worker bees and 

creatives, so there’s a job for everyone! 

Solicitation Team:  Before you go running in the opposite direction, wait!  We have established 

relationships with donors, so this is as easy as sitting at your desk and sending form e-mails.  No threat of doors 

slamming in your face!  Lend an hour a week over time, or let us know when you have a chunk of time.   

Pavement Pounders:  For those social types, go into cyberspace looking for new donors or ask around when 

you’re out and about town.   

Community Builders:  If you prefer to solicit from peeps you know, we need help bringing in Lafayette 

family donations. 

Data Input: Do it at your leisure. 

Post-Auction Shuffle: We need help the week of March 12 to sort winnings. 

Checkout:  Help us on March 16, 17, and 19 at the school. 
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 If you cannot make the meeting, but are interested in learning more, please contact me at 

christymmaguire@yahoo.com.Thanks! Christy Maguire, Solicitations 

 

PEACE PROGRAM UPDATE 

Peace Club's Halloween Candy Drive a HUGE success! 

Thank you so much to all of you who brought in Halloween candy for the Peace Club's Halloween Candy drive.  

I thought we'd have a lot of candy but, boy oh boy, we had A LOT of candy!!!!  We were able to deliver eight 

giant garbage bags full of candy to the homeless shelter. Thanks especially to all of the Peace Club members 

who collected candy, made posters, sorted the candy and hauled it out to my car - those bags were heavy!!  

Thanks also to staff members Nathan Wieand and Carly Gugerty for putting in some serious time sorting the 

candy with me. Thanks especially to former Lafayette mom Wendy Adler for being our shelter connection and 

inspiration. It was a big job but I am happy to know that we will bring a little sunshine to some people who are 

facing a cold and difficult winter. Next week the 4th and 5th grade Peace Club will be making sandwiches for 

Saturday's lunch at the shelter. If you are interested in donating bread, peanut butter, jelly, tin foil or plastic 

gloves please send me an email at teachpeacedc@gmail.com.  Thanks!!!! Linda Ryden 

 

DEAL OPEN HOUSE DATES 

Alice Deal Middle School will be hosting additional open houses in the coming weeks for prospective 

families:                                

• Wednesday, December 14, 2011, 9 am-2:30 pm 

• Saturday, January 21, 2012, 9 am-12 noon 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES   
• NW Teacher Looking for Apartment: Hard-working teacher and her semi-retired mother are looking for 

immediate housing due to a sudden change in living circumstances. If you know of an affordable, cat-

friendly, 1BR apartment for rent or sublease near a bus or Metro line, please contact Monique at 

monique.a.phillips@gmail.com. Preference is in NW between Columbia Heights and Takoma, DC, but 

location is flexible. Any leads would be appreciated. 

• House Cleaner Available: Our cleaning lady, Dorith Castellon, who has been cleaning my home for many 

years, is looking for more work in the area. She is conscientious, trustworthy, and brings 2-3 additional 

people to give your home a good cleaning. If you are interested, please contact her daughter, Carol, at 703-

650-8403 (c), and let her know that I referred you. You can also contact me if you would like to discuss -- 

Connie Chang, 202-686-8858. 

• Sitter Available: Having the urge to be a grandmother, and no grandchildren in the immediate future, I 

have decided I would like to do some babysitting. Qualifications include rearing three children now in their 

20’s, a teaching certificate, volunteering in a Peruvian orphanage, and volunteering with 4th graders in the 

Cook Islands. Children of all ages are fine. I’m available many evening and some daytime hours through the 

end of December. I am not sure what the going rate is for this, but my guesstimate is I would be charging 

about $15 per hour and will be donating it all to nonprofits that serve children in need.  A two-hour 
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minimum makes sense to me.  Let me know if you are interested.  Please feel free to circulate this to any 

neighborhood friends.  Thanks. Barbara Lubran, 3335 Stuyvesant Place, NW, 202-244-5207. 

• Mad Science of Washington is offering two-after school programs this winter: Experimentamania (all 

about bugs, detective science, kitchen chemistry, etc.); and Team Makers (which shows kids how to work 

together, and build character and self-esteem). Each is an 8-week program. Experimentamania will be held 

on Mondays from 1/9-3/19 and Team Makers from 1/10-2/28, both at 3:30-4:30 pm. Each class is open for 

K-5th graders. Registration is online at www.madscience.org/dc — please register before the 12/21 

deadline. The program cost $104.  Registration is first come, first served, so register early to secure your 

spot. Questions?  Contact Mad Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777.  Lafayette's 

coordinator is Laura Lindsley—lauralealindlsey@yahoo.com. 

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com (preferred) or drop them in the 

Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.!

 


