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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 December 2 (Friday)  No School, Teacher Professional Development 

December 5-9 (Monday-Friday)  Scholastic Book Fair 
December 6 (Tuesday)  Office Hours with Ms. Main and Mr. McCoy, 8:45-9:30 a.m. 
December 8 (Thursday)  2nd Annual Lafayette Essay Contest (date change) 
December 9 (Friday)  Coats and Cocktails 
December 14 (Wednesday)  Deal Open House, 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
January 24 (Tuesday)  School Spelling Bee 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Time for Testing (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  
We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend.  I used to always dread this time of the holiday 
weekend (I'm writing late Saturday afternoon and we'll be driving home all day Sunday).  The long weekend is 
coming to an end, and it's back to the everyday grind.  And despite DC's great weather of late, the likelihood of 
more nice days in the next several months is pretty low.  

This year, for some reason, I'm more focused on (and excited by) the fact that winter vacation is only a 
little more than 3 weeks away.  I know that many people probably have the opposite reaction and are dreading 
the fact that there's so little time between now and vacation.  

While the pace may seem hectic, I want to use this chance to remind everyone to take a moment to quickly 
scan not just the Tuesday Bulletin every week, but also the occasional Constant Contact email messages from 
the HSA over the next 3 weeks.  We'll try not to inundate you with messages.  We're all sensitive to information 
overload.  We're going to try (as we always do) to provide just the information you need, exactly when you 
need it.  If you accidentally delete an email, rest assured that everything is available on the HSA web site 
(including last week's Tuesday Bulletin column with a helpful rundown of all the upcoming events). 
 
FROM THE ART ROOM  Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher 

is particularly full right now, with every 4th graders  Frida Kahlo-style portrait and 
Native American museum entry along with ALL the 5th grade Underground Railroad designs we created on the 
Macs, which are now on display in the Great Hall.  
of realism, fantasy, abstraction, and expressionism (a new addition to our Styles of Art board) and some 1st 
grade Aboriginal art.  

Congratulations to the following 5th graders whose romantic landscapes celebrating the exploration of the 
Wild West are hanging at Broad Branch Market:  Claire Schmitt, Jalen C iagne, Emma Jacobson, Philip 
Brach, K atie Cunningham, A idan T rinity, G race Neville, Talia Z itner , Michelle H eilman, and Duncan 
Hudson.  

Later in December, 1st -3rd graders will begin bringing home their clay pots and their Navajo weavings 
t )  Pots have been fired twice in the kiln and are food safe and dishwasher safe. 

http://lafayetteartwithlaurie.blogspot.com/.  Also, please visit the Great Hall for photos of the Powwow 
celebration. 
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UPDATE ON THE ESSAY CONTEST 
Lafayette's in-house essay contest wrapped up on November 21, when teachers in grades 3-5 were asked to 
hand in their classes' two best essays in each of three categories: time travel, school improvement, and required 
book.  Now the judging is in full swing and, for the first time, involves nearly all the dedicated staff members at 
Lafayette.  On December 2, our winners will be announced, and their parents will be notified.  Please save the 
date of Thursday, December 8 at 7 p.m., because this is the night the winners will read their essays in the Great 
Hall.  A total of nine students (three winners from each grade) will read their winning essays.  And don't forget, 
you can also shop the book fair that night! Kathy Echave, on behalf of the Reading/Library Committee 
 
SPELLING BEE UPDATE 
Preparations for the January 24th Spelling Bee are getting into full swing this week. Interested students in 
grades 4 and 5 will sign up in the library during DEAR time on Thursday, December 1; study groups begin the 
next day, and will continue until the day of the bee.  

However, serious contenders for the school-wide bee will need much more study time than the time we can 
provide during the school day.  They may have already begun, as links to study words are provided at the school 
website, lafayettehsa.org.  While the lists of words that all students in grades 1-8 should know how to spell is a 
good jumping off place, the Spell-It, listed under "TIPS," is the official study guide and the one that we will be 
using. 

This year, once again, up to two third-graders from each class who are selected by their teachers or who 
win their class bees may also participate in the school-wide bee. Kathy Echave, on behalf of the Spelling Bee 
Committee 
 
CALENDAR NEWS 
Norman Rockwell calendars.  Religious calendars.  Animal rights calendars.  All sorts of calendars are arriving 
in the mail, so some of us have been eagerly anticipating the arrival of the Lafayette Art and Literary Calendar.  
We know this because many of you have asked us about it. 

Unfortunately, there will be no 2012 art and literary calendar this year.  When the HSA board looked at 
places where the budget could be tightened, the calendar's funding was eliminated. Although the calendar can 
never contain the work of all our children like IMAGES publication does, all students participated 
in and benefited from the in-school art and writing activities leading up to its production.  

Obviously, we have loved producing the annual art and literary calendar for more than 20 years and regret 
its absence. Notice we didn't say loss, because we can't bring ourselves to believe that it's gone forever! Kathy 
Echave and Laurie McLaughlin 
 
WINTER PROGRAMS FROM MAD SCIENCE 
Mad Science of Washington is offering two afterschool programs this winter, Experimentamania (all about 
bugs, detective science, kitchen chemistry, etc.) and Team Makers (which shows kids how to work together, and 
build character and self esteem).  Experimentamania will be held on Mondays from January 9 until March 19, 
and Team Makers will be held on Tuesdays from January 10 until February 28, both from 3:30-4:30 p.m.  Each 
class is open for Kindergarten through 5th graders.   

Registration is available online at www.madscience.org/dc and www.teammakers.com/dc and is on a first 
come, first served basis, so please register early to secure your spot; the deadline is January 21.  The program 
cost is $104.  Questions?  Contact Mad Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777, or Lafayette's 
coordinator Laura Lindsley, lauralealindlsey@yahoo.com.  Flyers will be going out this week. 
 
MISSING FLUTE 
A flute has been missing since last Wednesday, November 23 at around 12:45 p.m. from outside the 
bathroom If anyone accidentally picked it up, or may know where it is, please 
contact Peter Vassalo at 202-276-9468 or e-mail pvassalo@starpower.net.  Reward for its safe return! 
 

http://www.teammakers.com/dc
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Lynn Main, Principal 
Could the weather have been any more perfect over the Thanksgiving weekend?  When have we ever had four 

outside, even if it was for last minute yard clean-up before the leaf trucks come.  Four days when you could be a 
tourist in Washington and not be too hot or too cold.  Payback time is coming.  Get ready for a big snow storm 
this winter! 

We have our second set of benchmark tests this week in grades 2-5:  one morning for math and one 
morning for reading.  The previous tests, the DC-BAS, were general in nature.  They asked one or two 
questions on all the various topics that were going to be taught during the school year.  In reading that was 
rea

well, maybe they will after they actually study the unit on probability. 
This year we are taking a new set of tests along with the other schools in DCPS.  They are now supposed to 

be better aligned with what the students have actually been learning during the previous six weeks.  Again for 

used at the same time.  Actually reading the words is just the first step.  Do you understand all the vocabulary?  
So you have the prior knowledge to understand the passage?  When these pieces fall into place, questions on 
drawing conclusions, prediction and inferring become pretty easy to answer. 

For math, it is much easier.  We are getting a list of pretty discrete skills and then planning our instruction 
around those skills.  So if measurement is going to be on the test, we work on measurement.  Hopefully the 
results will be a better indicator of how well we taught a series of concepts than they were in past years. 

It sounds like we take a lot of tests at Lafayette.  On some days it seems we do.  Grades 2-5 will take four 
benchmark tests, and then in April, they will take the Big One:  the DC-CAS.  These are what are known as 
criterion referenced tests, testing information that is supposed to be taught to students at a specific grade level.  
The District of Columbia sets the performance levels for this test.  Each state has its own test each spring testing 
what it thinks is important.  We also have a contract with an outside company that allows us to do quick reading 
and math assessments on-line.  We do these 3 times a year for students in grades 1-5.  These tests, STAR 
reading and math are norm-referenced tests.  They compare how students at Lafayette are doing with students 
across the country.  And the results tell us our students are doing very well.   

Compared to many other DC schools, this is nothing.  We are exempt from many, many other assessments 
that are given, especially the ones for beginning reading skills.  It makes my head spin to sit at meetings and 
hear about all the testing that is going on in so many schools.  All that data to assess.  All those data meetings to 
attend.  Is there actually time for teaching? 

December is a short month with lots of distractions.  We have just over three weeks until winter break.  Lots to 
learn, and lots to do every day.  And while Thanksgiving weekend was just about perfect weather-wise, for late 
December I want something very different.  Bring on the snow!! 
 
 
 
 
E- Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the G reat Hall by 3:15 p.m. F riday.   
 


