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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
November 8 (Tuesday) Individual portrait re-take/make-up day 
November 9 (Wednesday)  Deal Open House, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
November 11 (Friday)   
November 12 (Saturday)  Garden Work Day, 8-11 a.m. 
November 24-25 (Thursday and Friday)  No School, Thanksgiving Break 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Fun with Words in Pre-K 
 
FROM THE HSA Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray HSA co-presidents 

d never been involved in or attended a 
school auction before), but I said sure, happy to help. It ended up being a total blast. We got to know so many 

he early 
childhood wing before!) and I think we both felt a real sense of investment in the school. Even more, on the 
night of the auction, when we saw everyone bidding on all the packages that we helped solicit and put together, 
we could hardly believe we pulled it off!   

planning process, with plenty of tasks that can be done on your own time. Particularly those of you who are new 
to the school or who 

auction in the past, and lots of volunteers who are happy to share 
link to the online volunteer sign-up sheet from the Lafayette homepage (www.lafayettehsa.org). Questions? Call 
me (Jenny: 237-7655) or Michelle Dolge (966-0235).   
A quick reminder  

Albright speak, this will be a great opportunity to see it all in action.  
 
 

Homegrown Essay Contest to Culminate in Essay Night at the Book Fair, Dec. 6 
A homegrown essay contest is quietly underway for Lafayette third through fifth graders. Teachers in 
those grades have, or shortly will be, introducing students to three intriguing essay topics: time travel to 
the past or future, an idea for school improvement, or a book that they think should be required reading 
for all. This year we are emphasizing that essays be worked on during the school day. Each class in 
grades 3-5 will have the opportunity to submit its two best essays in each of the three categories. The 
essays in a grade-level category are then made anonymous, reproduced, and given to five staff 
members. Individually, each will receive eight anonymous essays to read and rate on a rubric. The 
judges' scores are then tallied and compiled to determine the winning essay for a grade level in each 
category. Winners are notified and teachers on the library/reading committee begin the work of 
preparing them to read their essays. 

Finally, on Tuesday, Dec. 6, nine children, three each in grades 3-5, will read their winning essays 
to proud parents, teachers, administrators, and any classmates who may wish to attend. Those teachers 

http://www.lafayettehsa.org/
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who attended last year agreed that a Lafayette tradition was born. In spite of the Herculean effort 
required to pull it off, there was no question that a Second Annual Essay Night at the Book F air was 
in the cards. The Book Fair is scheduled for the week of Dec. 5-9 and open for shopping for a limited 
time TBD on the evening of the essay reading. So mark you calendars for Dec. 6, and come for a little 
pre-holiday cheer, come for the books, but most of all, come to hear amazing essays from Lafayette 
children. 
 
SPELLING BEE NEWS 
Gladiolus was the winning word in the first National Spelling Bee in 1925.  Last year the winning word was 
cymotrichous.   Esquamulose, ratoon, Chihuahua, smaragdine, eudaemonic, kamikaze, and Ursprache are 
winning words too. 
  Why, in this age of computer spellcheckers is it worthwhile to have a spelling bee? Why should you 
consider participating in the Lafayette Spelling Bee even if you are not one of the strongest spellers in your 
class?   
     Consider those winning words. Chances are you already recognize that the word Chihuahua is Spanish and 
the word kamizaze is Japanese. Eudaemonic is Greek and is defined as conducive to happiness. Once you learn 
eudaemonic, you will be likely to guess the definition and the origin of the more commonly encountered word 
euphoria (a feeling of intense happiness). Preparing for the spelling bee is a great way to indulge in your 
curiosity about words. If you study for the spelling bee, and participate in our daily lunchtime practices, you 
will not only improve your spelling ability and expand your vocabulary, you will learn how to recognize the 
origins of words (which is a really useful skill).   

2012 at the Gaylord Convention Center in Oxon Hill, Maryland.  The Lafayette Spelling bee will be in our very 
own cafetorium on January 24, 2012.  From now until that day in January, you are encouraged to dive into the 
discipline of preparing for a spelling bee.  On the Lafayette Website you will find the 2012 school spelling bee 
study list, Spell It 2012 (a fascinating guide to the origins of words and spelling strategies), and lists of study 
words for first through eighth grade spellers.  Myspellit.com is the official Scripps spelling bee website which 
has links to an online dictionary, spelling word lists organized by country of origin and more information about 
the National Spelling Bee. 
     Print the materials from the Lafayette Website and begin to learn to spell new words today.  In December 
and January, each day will hold the opportunity to practice your spelling with a wonderful cast of teachers 
coaching.  The Lafayette winner will receive an online language course from Middlebury College and the first 
and second place winners will win an online Encyclopedia Britannica.  All participants will be eligible for an 
online Encyclopedia Britannica at a 50% discount.   Warning: all participants may find themselves playing 
scrabble and completing crossword puzzles with markedly improved skill levels and throwing around a new, 
sophisticated international vocabulary! - Ms. Zwick and the Spelling Bee Committee 
 
Champions! 
Saturday, Nov. 5  
places. 
Toggas (15:23), Walt Johnson (15:54), Oliver Lewis (16:10), Michael Senko (16:23), and Jack Darnell (16:30). 

Rachel Wallach, in a time of 18:55. Rosalia Inglima took third in 
19:24; Jen Marwell, 5th (22:41); and Emma McReady, 6th (22:43).  

Somewhat expectedly, the Lafayette Boys won the city championship today by taking all of the top places 
except for fourth.  This time our Lafayette Winner of the Week was Aidan Trinity in a time of 14:06; Aaron 
Rosenthal was 2nd in 14:09; and Daniel Freymann, 3rd in 14:13. In 5th was Tobias Severin (14:53); Christopher 
Sherman, 6th (15:17); Jordan Allen, 7th in 15:17; and Charlie Bennett, 8th in15:25. 
 

Not quite as predictably, the Lafayette Girls also won the city championship! As we watched the finish it 
but it turns out there were 2 different teams in those 

green uniforms. Team results were: Lafayette 29, Oyster-Adams 35, and Nalle 65. Individual results: Ana 
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Fischer, first in 15:43: Anna Ganote, 9th in 17:11; Clare Trinity, 12th (17:35); Jalen Ciagne, 13th (17:36); Abby 
Gorman, 19th (18:50); and Alex Waterman, 24th in 19:28. 

Today marked a new high point for staff support for our runners: in addition to the regulars (Ms. Main, Ms. 
Tepfer, and Mr. Thurston), our team was cheered on by Ms. Hallstrom and Mr. Jackson. On behalf of all the 
runners, thank you for your support! 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Lynn Main, Principal 
 Fall has certainly arrived in prekindergarten.  Everywhere you look, the students are involved in activities that 
teach about the change of the seasons.  Leaf walks were on the schedule, so little bags of colorful leaves are 
appearing in art projects and sorting charts.  The classroom libraries are filled with books about the season and 
its various holidays.  Soon Thanksgiving will make its appearance and the turkeys will come home to roost for 
another year. 

I got to spend some time in PK last week and like always the children blew me away with their incredible 
vocabularies.  Mr. Johnson was reading a book about the seasonal changes.  When he got to the section on 
winter, the word hibernate appeared.  Certainly not a word in daily usage.  But when he asked the students if 
they knew what the word meant, about half the hands went flying up and some pretty good definitions followed.  

The students had the general idea. 

work groups.  Using one of our Kennedy Center strategies, Mrs. Martinez had the students divide themselves 
into groups.  Sometimes the groups were even, but many times someone was left over.  And a big school word 
was used to describe that person, remainder. Up in fourth grade the students are starting their first big unit on 
division and the concept of remainder is a big part of the lessons. But the first introduction to the word is taking 
place in PK, years before the students will use it in arithmetic. 

The more I look at developing skills in reading, the more I am convinced that the real secret to strong 
readers is the vocabulary they bring to the page. We spend a lot of time on beginning reading skills. In Blue 
Base I watched lessons that dealt with phonemic awareness, the ability to hear the individual sounds that make 
up English and then start to associate those sounds with specific letters and letter combination.  Kindergarten 
and first grade spend time on sight words and the decoding rules that work with about 60% of English words.  
For the vast majority of children, learning this code is relatively easy.  They figure out how to sound out the 
words.  But then vocabulary has to take over.  After you sound out a word you have to know what it means, or 
use clues from the context to figure out a close approximation.  That is where a rich vocabulary kicks in. 

This comin ll be singing a concert in 3 different languages.  My chorus has language coaches 
that help when we sing in a foreign language. So for the past few weeks we have been working on pieces in 
Russian and Hebrew with the assistance of two coaches. We get told when to roll an r or how to match vowel 
sounds. But the other pieces we are singing will have no language coach because they are in Latin.  We sing in 
Latin all the time, practically every concert. And most of us have word attack skills for Latin that match our 
skills in English. We can read almost every word you put in front of us in Latin.  We know our vowels, 
consonants and blends. We even have a pretty good number of sight words. But do I really know what I am 
singing? For some pieces that reappear and have translations I have read over and over again, I would say yes.  

extensive Latin vocabulary.  I never studied Latin in school.   
what the words mean. 

We know what makes students at Lafayette strong readers. 
skills and then develop fluency using them. We go over the rules and patterns that make up English. But in the 
long run, the reason our students read so well is the vocabulary they bring with them. Words they are learning 
right now in PK.  Words that are part of the pumpkin life cycle like seed, sprout, blossom and vine.  The fact 
that fall and autumn are the same season and the words mean the same thing.  That the amount left over when 
dividing has a special word, remainder.  In all grades we are working on developing vocabulary. The most 
important part of developing strong, confident readers. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 If your child is in first through fifth grade and is struggling in school, or just needs a little extra help with 
homework, call Claire Parker for tutoring!   Claire is a former Lafayette student, now in 9th grade at Wilson.   
Available Monday-Thursday after school, and Sunday afternoons. References available and rates are negotiable. 
Call 202-680-0366 or email Claire at claireparkerdc@gmail.com. 

 Certified math teacher; Chevy Chase resident; graduate of Murch, Deal, Wilson, and Yale University. Will tutor 
math ranging from 3rd through 12th grade. Available immediately.  $35/hour.  Will come to you.  References 
available. Contact me at nora.gomperts@gmail.com or at (202) 246-6544 

 HoopEd is offering a one day mini All-
November 11th. Camp will be held right at Lafayette in the gym. Camp runs from 9:00am-3:00pm with an option 
for aftercare until 5:30pm and boys and girls ages 6-13 are welcome. And it is just $60 for the day. For more 
information or to register online go to www.hoopeducation.com. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
E- Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the G reat Hall by 3:15 pm F riday.   

tel:/202-680-0366
mailto:claireparkerdc@gmail.com
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