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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 14 (Wednesday) — Deal Open House, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
December 22-January 2 —Winter Break 
January 16- No School, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
January 20- Records Day, 12:15 dismissal 
January 24 (Tuesday) — School Spelling Bee 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –    We’re Going Outside… 
 
FROM THE HSA –Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray HSA co-presidents 
  
Questions, we get questions. But not as many as you might think, and not nearly as many as I expected. Maybe 
part of the reason we don’t get more questions has to do with the fact that there are only about 4 answers that 
seem to cover almost every question.  
Answer #1: “Look at www.lafayettehsa.org.” Almost everything you need is there.  Need to pay your HSA 
dues?  Great idea! Just look at www.lafayettehsa.org. Need to buy a present from Amazon? Click on the 
Amazon link at www.lafayettehsa.org. It’s all there.  
Answer #2: “Talk to the teacher/Mrs. Main/Mr. McCoy.” Some of the things you won’t find on the web site are 
curricular and instructional details. That’s because Jenny and I are smart enough to know that we don’t know 
jack about teaching or running a school. We leave that to the incredible professionals that are our teachers and 
administrators. So if you have a question about something that goes on during the school day, you want to know 
why your child is doing a particular project or is sitting next to someone he doesn’t like, or has to take the DC 
CAS, ask your child’s teacher or Mr. McCoy or Mrs. Main. They’re busy, but will gladly take the time to talk to 
you. If it’s a classroom question, start with the teacher. If it’s a school-wide or policy issue, find Mrs. Main or 
Mr. McCoy. If Jenny or I can help, of course, please ask us or any other HSA board member. (“How do I know 
who’s on the HSA board?” Just look at www.lafayettehsa.org!)  
Answer #3: “Great idea! Go for it!” Now we don’t get to use this answer nearly often enough, but from time to 
time it does come in handy. For example, “Hi, does Lafayette have a school garden? Do you think we could 
have one?” We actually got that question last year, and lo and behold, now we have a wonderful school garden. 
If you’ve ever imagined something that would make Lafayette even better and wondered why it doesn’t yet 
exist, it’s either because no one as smart as you had thought of it yet or someone thought of it, but no one 
volunteered to make it real. The HSA and the school are eager to support good ideas to improve things. We’re 
in the midst of trying to work through the parking/traffic issues. We’d love your help. There are zillions of 
existing projects that need your help and zillions of improvements that only you can imagine and make real. 
Answer #4:  “Ummm. Hm. Let me talk to Jenny and get back to you.” Yeah, ok, that’s the lame one, but 
sometimes you do stump us. Just keep the questions coming, even if we don’t always have the answer right 
away. 
 
  
Christmas Tree Sales Benefit Lafayette 
Christmas tree sales at the Broad Branch Market benefit the Lafayette HSA. Don't miss out on a beautiful 
Frazier Fir tree (or wreath) from North Carolina. Trees range from six to nine feet and cost $70 - 100. Delivery 
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available for $30. 
 
 
Coats & Cocktails a Huge Success 
A big thank you to everyone who came out on Friday night for the Coats & Cocktails event. Attendees donated 
new and gently used books, coats and outerwear for the benefit of Kenilworth and Bruce Monroe Elementary 
schools. Thank you to the host committee, including Peter & Betsy Agnvall, Dave & Maria Engvall, Jen Lanoff 
& Andy Wise, Tom & Lisa McLish, Chris & Laura Scalzo, Craig Sechler & Julie Waterman, Paul Ruppert & 
Sarah Buscher, and Matt & Kristi Teems. Special thanks to Merrill Lynch for generously underwriting the food 
and The Passenger for generously providing the specialty punch. Finally, thanks to Peter and Kristin Willsey for 
opening up their home to host the event. 
 
Indoor Track Season Kicks Off at PG Sports and Learning Center 
Landover, MD, December 9—Forty-one Lafayette athletes joined the fray for the start of the indoor track 
season. For some it was their first introduction to this wonderful indoor facility; and for quite a few, it was their 
first chance to try the “real thing”: actual hurdles; a sandpit for jumping; races that started with the sound of a 
starter’s pistol; and of course the high jump.  
Ryan Carnota was the best high jumper today for the boys, with Johannes Kartano close behind. Ryan also 
joined Laurent Williams in beating 10 feet in the long jump. Jumping over 9 feet were Timmy Costello, 
Brendan Klein, and Oliver Lewis. Greta Jelen and Jessica Riegel had great starts in the long jump and also in 
the shot put. Greta had one throw of nearly 15 feet, but it did not count because of a technical foul. She, and our 
other athletes, will figure out all the rules before long. Unfortunately, the eagerly-awaited boys’ shot put event 
had to be postponed until the next meet on Dec. 14. 
As the track events got underway, we got to see Lafayette victories in some of the heats: Alahna Sabbakhan, 
Dajuan Green, and Zachary Walker-Liang captured their heats in the 55 meter dash; second-place heat finishers 
included Jelani Machen, Laurent Williams, and Catherine Hammes. Jen Marwell had a great run as she 
represented Lafayette in the girls 1600 meter race; Daniel Freymann beat out Aidan Trinity to win the boys 
1600 in a time of 6:08. Kevin Oakley was third, and our 4th and 5th finishers were Tobias Severin and Joe 
Himmelfarb. 
Alahna and Dajuan turned in 400 meter performances even more impressive than their 55 meter wins, and not 
too far behind were good runs by Daniel Freymann, William O’Brien, Dylan Blumenthal and others. The boys 
800 meter event saw another good Lafayette show, with Jordan Allen winning in 2:53 or so, Aidan Trinity 
second in 3:01, Dylan Blumenthal in third. 
Many of our athletes were signed up for the 200 meter dash, but that event, along with the boys shot put, had to 
be postponed. Next Wednesday, Dec. 14, is the day for the second developmental meet, which will focus on 
relays: 4 x 200; sprint medley (200, 200, 400, 800); and 4 x 400; along with 55 m hurdles and field events. Our 
athletes hope to continue their great performances, along with a big helping of development and learning, next 
week.  --Coach Thurston 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 
Whenever we can, we go outside for recess at lunch.  When it seems a little dicey outside, we check the weather 
around 11:30, then make the announcement for outside or inside recess. We also have to judge whether we can 
use the field or not depending on how wet it is.  Many times the park has turned on the sprinklers during the 
night and the field can be pretty wet in the morning.  But most days it dries off enough for us to use it by lunch.  
Temperature doesn’t mean as much to me as the wind chill does.  As I tell prospective parents on our monthly 
tour, I grew up just outside Chicago.  If temperature was that important, I don’t think I would have gone out 
much.  As it was, lots of fun winter activities didn’t start until it was below freezing.  When I was little my dad 
made a skating rink in our backyard.  Later I skated at the outdoor rink in the park.  So unless it is really 
blowing, we go out. 
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There are other activities that happen at lunch.  Depending on a teacher’s duty schedule, older students 
have a wide range of place to go.  Scrabble club is up in Mrs. Echave’s room.  Ms. Cassidy has a jewelry club 
that works all year for the booth they man at the Spring Fair.  Student council often meets at lunch, especially 
when they are planning student activities.  The music room is always busy.  Downstairs there is open art and the 
Peace Club meets on various days.  Everywhere you look, boys and girls are headed to activities, completing 
projects or just getting a drink of water. 

When we must have indoor recess, each classroom becomes the play space.  Board and card games come 
off the shelves, building blocks appear and lots of art materials get used.  Some classrooms have special indoor 
recess activities that only appear when we stay inside.  In the upper grades computers are used more.  Fifth 
graders love to talk.  We don’t mind indoor recess once in a while.  But when we get stuck indoors for a string 
of days it starts to get old.  

Lots of schools have stopped having recess.  It takes time away from reading and math and other subjects.  
Most schools in Washington do not have the expansive schools grounds we have where we can play on the 
field, the basketball courts and climb on the equipment.  In the early years of Lafayette, there wasn’t recess.  
Instead all children went home for lunch.  School was closed from 12-1 each day.  Those were the days.  But I 
don’t see recess going away anytime soon at this school.  Children need that time each day to run off some of 
their energy.  They need some time to play with each other.  And while adults are out there watching, some time 
to figure things out on their own. 

So now that the weather is getting colder, remember that the Lafayette children will be going out as many 
days as possible this winter.  They need to dress for the weather even if they ride to school and just run into the 
building in the morning.  They need to have their names in their coats and jackets.  We have lots of coats that 
are exactly the same.  Teach your children to shove their hats and gloves in the sleeves of their jackets so they 
don’t get lost.  Because we’re going out.  As many days as we can.  Cold or hot.  Sunny or cloudy.  We love our 
outdoor recess and our other lunchtime activities.  Another time and another place to learn at Lafayette. 
 
  
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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• Lightly used Wii for sale. Complete set up, including games, all in the box like new (but for less than 
new). This is a great holiday gift if you don’t already have a Wii. Contact eafwash@gmail.com.   

 
 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   


