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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
December 20 (Tuesday), Holiday Parties 
December 22-January 2, 2012, No school, Winter Break 
January 11, (Wednesday), Public Meeting w/Mrs. Main, 7:00 p.m. 
January 12 (Thursday), HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 16 (Monday), No school, Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 20, (Friday), Half-day, 12:15 dismissal, records day 
January 24, (Tuesday), Spelling Bee 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Winter Break…p. 3 
 
FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  
So many rumors have been swirling around about the auction, so we’d like to let you in on what’s happening 
this year. For those of you who were at Lafayette last year, you’ll remember we tried a small online auction 
before the big party. Everyone I talked to who bid on things online loved it. Well, this year we’re going all 
the way with it… Because we didn’t have anyone who wanted to chair/host the whole auction at the school, 
we’ve moved it online this year. The “Bids for Bears” online auction will run from Friday, March 9 through 
Sunday, March 18. We are really excited about this new format and hope you will be, too!  

So, while there won’t be a party on March 24, the auction still remains our biggest fundraiser of the year 
and one we count on to cover the salaries and school programs funded by the HSA. As always, we are 
counting on you to help us raise money for the school by donating items, experiences and talents as auction 
items… and generously Bidding for Bears when the auction kicks off! 

 
• We’ll have all the same beloved categories online as we’ve had in past silent auctions, including 

Getaways, Out on the Town, Class Creations, Teachers’ Treat, For the Kids and all the others. There will 
even be “live” auction packages online – so get ready for some competitive bidding… 

• From the comfort of your home computer, take all the time you need to browse hundreds of great auction 
items. Bid on as many things as you’d like, and you won’t need to sprint from table to table to check your 
bids! 

• Without the party, there are almost no overhead costs this year, so every dollar you spend goes directly to 
the school. This efficiency makes every dollar count for our kids. 

• You can take the money you would have spent on a babysitter and tickets to the auction party and buy 
something great online!  

• If you’re still looking for a party, come to the popular annual wine party (held in January or February) or 
any of the sign-up parties that will be in the auction. 

 
As you get ready to relax and spend time with family over winter break, take a moment to think about what 
you might be able to donate to the auction this year. Maybe you can arrange a unique Washington 
experience, donate a gift certificate to a local restaurant, or offer a few hours of your gardening skills. So 
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many of our auction items come from Lafayette families and we are incredibly grateful for your support! 
Have a wonderful break and we look forward to seeing everyone in January. 
 
FREE SEMINAR ON JANUARY 26, 2012  
Worried about Your Child’s Behavior?  Almost every child, on one day or another, won’t listen, will 
throw a tantrum, will be mean or aggressive, shy or withdrawn, be a picky eater, and more. However, when 
are these or other problem behaviors a cause for concern?  Please join childhood development specialists 
from the Ivymount Outreach program on Thursday, January 26 at 7:00 pm in the Lafayette auditorium to talk 
about how to assess whether the behavior you are concerned about is likely to be a “big” problem or a “little” 
problem. Geared to parents of children aged 4 through 7, this session will feature three of the authors of the 
book, Is it a Big Problem or a Little Program?  When to Worry, When Not to Worry, and What to Do.   

Our speakers will be Amy Wusterbarth MA, Amy Freedman, MA, CCC-SLP, and Judi Greenberg, 
MS, OTR/L.  They are based at the Ivymount School’s Center for Outreach in Education (CORE).  CORE’s 
mission is to help teachers and families identify needs and implement strategies to enable young children to 
be more successful at home and at school.  This unique developmental team includes a speech pathologist, an 
occupational therapist, and a special educator/behavior specialist.  They hold lectures and 
workshops throughout the Washington, DC area for parents and professionals. 

The HSA is happy to sponsor this presentation, so please join us for this free event on January 26. We’ll 
start off with a brief HSA meeting at 6:30, and the speakers will start at 7:00 p.m. 
       
FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, art teacher grades 1-5 

This week we will be saying goodbye to our incredibly capable and much loved Mr. Clayman. His student 
teaching is behind him and he will be taking on a classroom of his own- maybe as soon as after the winter 
break. WE WILL MISS HIM! Each class has made a page for a special book (sssshhhhh it’s a secret!) we are 
creating to thank him (THANK YOU CLASSROOM TEACHERS FOR HELPING WITH THIS!) In 
addition, the students have signed an art apron with a special “golden L” in our school colors. Finally, we 
have a few materials, books, and a Lafayette T-shirt and cap for him to remember that he will always be a 
part of our Lafayette family!  

Some WAY OVERDUE thanks are in order: First, THANK YOU to the Kennelly Family, whose 
wonderful collection of Plains Indians artwork has been on display in the glass case in the Great Hall in 
honor of Native American Heritage Month. Second, THANK YOU to the fourth grade parents who assisted 
with the PowWow hanging and arts and crafts stations during the PowWow including: Liz Weiser, Susan 
Parker, Denia Lopez, Jen Lanoff, Katie Frohardt, Alex Walsh, Joelle Gore, Maggie Prieto, Hope Scheller, 
and Kelsey French. I know there were others and I apologize for not immediately writing down your names 
so I would remember who so capably helped us out! Know you are appreciated! 

Have a fantastic winter break. If you’re looking for family activities, don’t forget there are MANY area 
museums with wonderful hands-on activities for children. 

 
LAFAYETTE TRACK TEAM UPDATE—Mr. Thurston, track coach 
Developmental Meet, Round Two 
Sports and Learning Center, Landover, MD, December 14— Today was the Developmental Relay Meet for 
indoor track, and Lafayette provided plenty of relay teams to develop. We fielded 5 boys’ teams in the 4 x 
200 relay and also in the sprint medley relay. The sprint medley team includes “legs” of 200, 200, 400 and 
800 meters. From the number of athletes volunteering to run 400 and 800, it seems we could have been very 
competitive in a 4 x 800 relay. (Such a relay was run for the middle schools but not for elementary.) 

Opening events for this meet were two events that had been rescheduled from last week: the 200-meter 
dash; and the boys’ shot put. Alahna Sabbakhan starred in the 200 meter run, with a time of 31 seconds; 
and Johannes Kartano starred in the shot put with his throw of 27.5 feet.  
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We had a number of hurdlers today:   Sammy Toggas and Liza Willsey were among those who hurdled 
and finished well without mishap. A few of our promising hurdlers met with a fall at some point, but to their 
credit they all got up quickly and finished in fine style. Ryan Carnota finished in first place in the boys’ 
high jump. 

When the relays got underway we saw lots of good Lafayette teams in action. Alahna Sabbakhan, Jen 
Marwell, DaJuan Green, Jordan Allen, and Jelani Machen were anchors for some of our teams. 
Providing great 800-meter fourth legs for the sprint relay teams were Ella Pearlman-Chang, William 
O’Brien, Daniel Freymann, Aidan Trinity, and Zachary Kaplan. We don’t have space to list all the 
runners here but once we get the results they will be posted on the track bulletin board.  

It is heartening to see athletes responding to the needs of their teammates. Providing two good examples 
today were Elise Reeder and Jeremy Jensen, both of whom ran in relays just so that some teammates could 
participate, despite the fact that they preferred to do something else.  

The next official event for the track team is the city championship meet on December 18. In the 
meantime some of our athletes will be participating in some of the “all-comers” meets that are held at the PG 
Sports and Learning Center and at the Thomas Jefferson Center in Arlington. These events are not expensive 
(at the TJ Center they are free), they are a lot of fun, and you don’t even have to be on the track team or even 
in fourth/fifth grade to participate. So if anyone would like more information about these events please ask 
me, and you can join the fun.  

 
ARTS INTEGRATION UPDATE – Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 
As this year comes to a close, I have lots to be thankful for, not the least of which is my health. I’m sure we 
all have things we are thankful for, and I am glad that I am able to be here to continue the work of integrating 
the arts at Lafayette Elementary School. 

We continue to use the arts to help our students inquire and connect in ways that traditional teaching 
methods may or may not. Students whose style of learning may not be traditional are able to connect and 
learn in other ways so that everyone can be successful. 

On November 9, we hosted a Moving Through Math workshop by Marcia Daft. She returned by popular 
demand to teach "Grouping Games for Teaching the Language of Mathematics.” According to Marcia, 
“During Grouping Games, students learn on four different levels: through using their bodies to represent 
mathematical concepts, through collaborating with other students in small groups to collectively represent 
mathematical thinking, through using the Language of Math to clearly and concisely describe their thinking, 
and through using their imaginations to create original ways of representing mathematical thinking. 
Grouping Games provide learners with strong kinesthetic, visual, and spatial representations of math 
concepts, while strengthening their correct usage and understanding of mathematical language.” Marcia is an 
award-winning artist/teacher and the founder and artistic director of Moving Through Science. Her new CD, 
Caterpillar to Butterfly: Adventures in Science, Music, and Dance, is recommended by the National Science 
Teacher’s Association.  

First grade gave their annual Patriotic Informance, once again to rave reviews. At a time in our country 
where our sensitivity to patriotism is heightened, it was wonderful to watch our little ones perform our 
patriotic songs and recite historical facts they learned about our country. 

Second grade displayed their knowledge of Native Americans in their annual Native American Museum.  
The clothing, housing, food, songs, and other customs were depicted very realistically, as were the tableau 
representations of the Native American lifestyle. 

In addition, the fourth grade PowWow expounded upon what they learned in second grade with a more 
in- depth study. They performed songs, dances, played musical instruments, and dramatized fables they 
wrote.  They also learned and demonstrated Native American games like lacrosse and archery that were 
taught in PE. On display were their Kachina dolls, their class “flags”, and other artworks created during their 
course of study. 
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Ms. Martinez’s pre kindergartners discussed "words that rhyme with cat."  After generating a list of 
rhyming words, the kids then came up with actions for these words to create a tableau. 
  All of the Pre Kindergartners attended “Look, Listen, Discover at the Corcoran Gallery of Art as part 
of the Arts For Every Student (AFES) program administered by the DC Arts and Humanities Collaborative. 
According to the AFES, this fieldtrip is described as one where “students examined the elements of art 
through sensory experiences and storytelling.” 

In fifth grade, Ms. Jean’s class is learning to use their geometry skills while planning to build a 3D model 
city. When given maps of our city, they identified geometric shapes and measured the angles. The next step 
will be to analyze their “figure grounds” using all the math concepts they’ve learned so far this year, i.e., 
fractions, scale, proportion and symmetry, etc. Obviously a nod to Ms. Jean’s love of city planning, for 
which she will receive her Master’s Degree in the Spring. In addition, she’s also working on her Master’s 
Degree in Education. 

Nine of our teachers attended a workshop at the Kennedy Center entitled “Laying the Foundation: 
Defining Arts Integration.” This course “examines how arts-integrated instruction aligns with current 
learning principles and best practice.” While there, they were invited to participate in an arts-integrated 
lesson. Afterwards, third grade teacher Mr. Rogall shared that he had learned and used a new technique to 
enhance his writing program with much success. Music to my ears. 

So we are now in throws of enjoying holiday concerts, thanks to our very talented musician performers, 
planning holiday parties, exchanging gifts, and preparing for our winter break. Before you know it we’ll be 
back in school in a new year. Hopefully we’ll all be rejuvenated and ready to continue our work of preparing 
our students to function in a society where they will need to use both sides of their brains. 

I wish you all a happy, healthy holiday season and a new year filled with peace and arts integration! 
  
AUCTION-WINNER RESERVED PARKING SPACE  
Just a reminder that one of the wheelchair-accessible spots in the teachers’ parking lot is reserved from 8:30-
9:00 am and 3:00-3:30 pm each day for the family who generously contributed to win this spot in last year’s 
auction (there is a sign posted in front of this spot). Many days they have arrived at school to find a car 
already in the spot. Thank you for keeping this spot open during the reserved times each day! 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

Winter Break is here and soon Lafayette will be quiet with all the students and teachers gone for the next two 
weeks. We are going out with a bang with music performances and class parties occurring Tuesday and 
Wednesday. But on Thursday and Friday, I’ll be the designated office person and will be enjoying the quiet 
as I try to make some order out of the disaster that is my office. Then I’ll be heading home to spend my first 
holiday break in Washington in a very long time. Nothing very exciting is on the schedule for me. I have two 
more concerts to sing, a lunch date arranged, and a football game to watch, but I’m planning on catching up 
with some New Year’s resolutions from the past that have been on hold while we took care of other family 
responsibilities.   

It’s been a very busy fall for the rest of the Lafayette school family. Two teachers welcomed new babies 
into their families. One new grandson arrived. We have more babies on the way. Engagements were 
announced. So far no retirements are on the horizon. While the world gets ready to welcome 2012 with New 
Year’s celebrations, we are not even to the middle of this school year. It will be mid-June when we say 
goodbye to SY 2011-2012.  

With the recent cold snap, it is finally starting to feel as if Winter Break is here. Everyone is waiting for 
the first snowfall and after seeing the most recent forecast, it may not occur until after the New Year arrives.  
We have new students arriving in January who have moved into the Lafayette neighborhood. We have a few 
students who are leaving us. Pretty normal for this time of the year. Soon we will be receiving our 
projections for next year. I wonder what those will look like?  How many more students do they think will be 
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coming to Lafayette?  Those projections will drive our school budget for 2012-2013. That information 
should be arriving shortly after we return in January. 

On January 11, there will be a meeting in the cafeteria sponsored by the school, HSA and LSAT on What 
You Need to Know about DCPS and Lafayette?  What are the common core standards and how are they 
being implemented?  How do we plan for staff at the school?  Why do we have the daily schedule we have?  
What is a double special?  What are some of the big issues and some of the small ones that DCPS gives us to 
deal with?  When we receive the budget information, there will be another meeting to share that information 
with you. See you at 7:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria. 

So I wish the best to all of you as the New Year begins. We have so many exciting activities still to 
come. DC Theater Café, fifth grade celebration, kindergarten plays. We have field days (yes, two of them) 
and Arts Night.  Images and the spelling bee. About 120 more school days.  So welcome to 2012. How did 
we get to that number already? I remember when everyone was in a state of suspense waiting for 2000 and 
the imminent crash of our technology system. Look where we are now. Who worries about a crash? Now we 
have stuff sent to the cloud. And it somehow ends up on your computer at home and, well I don’t get it and 
probably never will. But the children at Lafayette will. This will be their world. We have a lot to do to get 
them ready for this new world. And when we get back on January 3, we’ll keep on doing just that. Happy 
Holidays and a very Happy New Year.  
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
• Babysitter available Thursdays/Fridays. 10+ years of experience w/ infants through high schoolers, 

including twins and triplets. Please email vsteck@cedarlane.org for more info.  
• Adventures with Robots:  Due to the overwhelming success of the very first Lego program at Lafayette, we 

are once again organizing an afterschool robotics club utilizing Lego building materials. The winter session 
will begin the week of January 9 and will meet weekly for 7 sessions. We have added a third class due to the 
popularity of this program this fall.  Please refer to the Adventures with Robots attachment for course details 
and the registration link. Please feel free to email Kate Mazza with any questions at k8indc@yahoo.com. 

• Mad Science of Washington’s after school program, Experimentamania, is currently full for the 
Monday class. There has been a second Experimentamania class added on Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. but few slots remain. The Monday class is scheduled to meet from January 9 through March 19.  
The Tuesday class will meet from January 10 through February 28. The Team Makers program that was 
scheduled for Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. has been canceled. The deadline to register is December 
21. The program cost is $104. Questions? Contact Mad Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-
593-4777, or Lafayette's coordinator, Laura Lindsley, lauralealindsley@yahoo.com. 

• Foreign Language Tutoring: Hummingbird Learns is a start-up business that provides foreign language 
tutoring in French, Spanish, and Mandarin to elementary school-aged children. Hummingbird Learns 
operates under a one-on-one framework that it believes provides for the most comfortable learning 
relationship between a child and his or her tutor. Hummingbird Learns utilizes the talents of students from 
local area colleges and universities. We feel that the use of valuable resources from colleges and universities 
allows us to give back to our community, while assisting in the development of our community’s children.  
For more information contact: Stephen DeBose, Co-Founder, Hummingbird Learns, LLC, (202) 725-0402, 
stephen@hummingbirdlearns.com, www.hummingbirdlearns.com. 

• The Children's Art Studio, in Tenleytown, invites your child to join us for Winter Camp, December 26-30. 
Class runs from 9-2. The cost for the week is $295. We are also holding one day Workshops on December 22 
and 23. The cost for the Workshops is $85 per day. Please email with questions and to sign up:  
childrensartstudio@gmail.com. Check out our program at:  www.childrensartstudio.org.  
 

E-mail submissions for the January 4, 2012 issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com by January 31, 2011 or drop 

them in the Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Wednesday, December 21. 


