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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 5-9 (Monday-Friday) — Scholastic Book Fair, 8-4 p.m. 
December 8 (Thursday) — 2nd Annual Lafayette Essay Night at the Book Fair, 7 p.m. 
December 9 (Friday) — Coats and Cocktails, 7 p.m. (see below for location change) 
December 14 (Wednesday) — Deal Open House, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
December 22-January 2 —Winter Break 
January 24 (Tuesday) — School Spelling Bee 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL –Reading strategies (see page 4) 

 
FROM THE HSA – Jenny Murray and Dan Aladjem, HSA co-presidents 

I’m lucky. Our family lives about five blocks from school, and we can walk there in about 10 minutes. Even in 
the rain, we can grab umbrellas and rain coats and walk without getting too soaked. But in a school with over 
700 kids now, I know that not everyone can walk. Sometimes it’s because it’s too far, or maybe you would have 
to walk on streets with no sidewalks. Very often, everybody’s got to get to work, and logistics demand that kids 
be dropped at school on the way. Whatever the reason, there’s an amazing number of cars trying to squeeze 
down Northampton, or take on the E6 bus on Broad Branch— yikes! I’ve seen some crazy stuff since we came 
to Lafayette a few years ago. I’ve seen parents nearly duke it out over a parking spot (with accompanying 
colorful language). I’ve seen the crossing guard— and our kids!— nearly get hit by cars who don’t want to 
wait. Daily, I see cars line up morning and afternoon in the illegal spots along Northampton and Broad Branch, 
often causing complete gridlock because there isn’t room for two lanes to pass each other when cars are parked 
in these spots.  
Both for the safety of the kids walking, and to alleviate traffic congestion, it would be nice to find a way to 
lower the number of cars trying to get to school each day. For this reason, we’ve recently partnered with the DC 
Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program. We are hoping, over the next few 
months, to assess the biggest problem areas around the school and come up with creative ways to address them. 
Ideally, we’d love to see more kids walking or biking to school, and find ways for parents who are driving to 
make drop-off quick and easy. The first step is to find out what all of you, as parents, see as the biggest issues 
and let us know what would make the daily commute to school easier for you (see the article below about the 
SRTS parent survey). We are asking for surveys to be completed before the winter break, so we can jump in 
with both feet in January. Look for a paper survey in backpacks, or you can do it online (www.lafayettehsa.org)  
 
HOW TO COMPLETE PARENT SURVEY FOR “SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL”  
As many of you know, Lafayette Elementary School has steadily grown in size over the past 10 years. We are 
now the largest elementary school in DC with more than 705 children. 
      With that growth comes inevitable increases in traffic, congestion, parking issues and pedestrians. To 
address and alleviate many of these problems the Lafayette Home and School Association is now partnering 
with the DC Department of Transportation's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS), a program funded by the 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration. A necessary first step in evaluating the 
concerns is to get parent and caregiver input. You will be receiving a survey in your child's backpack that we 
would like you complete— either in hard copy (and deposited in the collection box on top of the grey filing 
cabinet in the Great Hall) or you can complete it on-line between 12/6 and 12/21 (note that if you visit the link 
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before or after those dates, you will get an error message saying the survey is closed) at: 
http://tinyurl.com/saferoutes-parentsurvey 
      Thank you in advance for your valuable and necessary input! Please contact Lisa Resch with any 
questions: balancingact_dc@yahoo.com 

 

LAFAYETTE'S WEATHER VANE STATION HAS BEEN REPAIRED!   
The data cable has been replaced and the station relocated for future accessibility. You can see the weather data 
here http://weather.weatherbug.com/weather-safety/online-weather-center/OnlineWeatherCenter.aspx?aid=3999 
or see it at WeatherBug's TV affiliates (WJLA 7 with Doug Hill and Bob Ryan). 
 —Kimberly Cestari, HSA Environmental  
 

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
DECEMBER 8 IS THEIR BIG NIGHT!  

The Second Annual Essay Night at the Book Fair takes place this Thursday, December 8 at 7 p.m. in the Great 
Hall. Be sure to be there to see our 27 winners get their awards and to hear the first place winners read their 
essays. You will also be able to shop the book fair after the ceremonies.  
     This year the essay contest was an all-school affair. Grades 3-5 participated and over 50 dedicated staff 
members read and judged essays in one of nine categories divided by topic and grade level. The competition 
was stiff but here are our winners. 
 
On behave of the reading/library committee members, 
Kathy Echave 

 
Third Grade Winners: 
 
Category: Time Travel 
1st Place - Nickolas Mazza, 3J/Y 
2nd Place - Maggie Hankins, 3J/Y 
3rd Place - Rhone Resch, 3J/Y 
 
Category: School Improvement 
1st Place - Allison Pierce, 3J/Y 
2nd Place - Sam Santacana, 3J/Y 
3rd Place - Abe Jolles, 3T 
 
Category: Required Book 
1st Place - Brooke McKalip, 3J/Y 
2nd Place - Jules Renou, 3J/Y 
3rd Place - Henry Byrne-Kvalsik, 3J/Y 
 

Fourth Grade Winners: 
 
Category: Time Travel  
1st Place - Xavey Bzdek, 4F/K 
2nd Place - Anaily Acosta, 4F/K 
3rd Place - Rosalie Inglima, 4S 
 
Category: School Improvement 
 1st Place - Alice Billings, 4F/K 
2nd Place - Willow Frohardt, 4H 
3rd Place - Maren Dunn, 4F/K 
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Category: Required Book 
1st Place - Elise Reeder, 4H 
2nd Place - Gabi Aladjem, 4S 
3rd Place - Abby Gorman, 4F/K 
 
Fifth Grade Winners: 
 
Category: Time Travel 
1st Place - Claire Schmitt, 5G   
2nd Place - Ethan Klein, 5J 
3rd Place - Dallas Hardee, 5J 
Special "Inspiration" Award: Aidan Trinity, 5N 
 
Category: School Improvement 
1st Place - Eli Grosser, 5G 
2nd Place - Oliver Walke, 5G 
 
Category: Required Book 
1st Place - Katie Cunningham, 5J 
2nd Place - Ellida Parker, 5G 
3rd Place - Emma Jacobson, 5G 
       

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
The Student Council is happy to announce that we got quite a turnout for the Thanksgiving fundraiser.  We 
ended up donating $1,000 to the homeless and that bought 500 Thanksgiving dinners. We are very thankful for 
all of the donations. We have made many people happy and we are sure that they are very thankful for us. 
     Up next for the Student Council: we are starting a box top collection activity, but we are doing it a little 
differently this year. Instead of classes collecting box tops, we are doing it in an individual way. We will be 
having monthly box top candy sales. Every 10 box tops a person brings in will buy a small candy and every 50 
box tops a person brings in will buy a large candy. We are going to have a table in the Great Hall once a month 
to sell candy using only box tops. We are going to call this new box top activity the Student Council's Box Top 
Candy Sale. So hurry up and start collecting! You will find box tops on the tops of many brands of cereals and 
other everyday items. 
 
THANK YOU PARENTS! 
A big thank you to all Lafayette families for the newly renovated teachers’ lounge. The new furniture is in place 
and we’ve heard from the teachers that they love and truly appreciate their new space. Special thanks go to 
Kimberly Cestari and Lisa Resch for seeing this project through, and to George Young and the custodial crew, 
who volunteered to assemble all of the furniture. The teachers enjoyed a Thanksgiving feast at the new dining 
table, and now have a comfortable place to hold informal meetings and just relax for a few minutes. If you 
haven’t seen it in person, feel free to come by and take a look. The teachers’ lounge is on the second floor, right 
over the main entrance. Your HSA contributions made this project possible — thank you! 
—Jenny Murray, HSA co-president 

 
BAKE SALE ON FRIDAY TO BENEFIT WORLD VISION 
Please join us for a bake sale on Friday, December 9 to help support the efforts of Mr. Nik's and Ms Jean's 5th-
grade classes to raise $2000 to purchase 28 farm animals— two cows, two sheep, two pigs, two goats, and 20 
chickens. These animals will help a community in a developing country become more self-sustaining. Students 
will be selling baked goods outside the doors of the Northampton Street entrance, at the flag pole and in the 
Great Hall after school on Friday, December 9. Donations gratefully accepted. All proceeds will benefit World 
Vision.   
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PEACE CLUB MAKES SANDWICHES FOR HOMELESS SHELTER  
Thanks to the hard work of the fourth- and fifth-grade Peace Club we were able to deliver 55 sandwiches to a 
local homeless shelter the week before Thanksgiving. The kids had a blast working together under pressure to 
make the peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Our friend at the shelter, Wendy Adler, said that the sandwiches 
were much appreciated. She said that the people attending the soup kitchen are also still enjoying the candy we 
donated after Halloween. Wendy will be coming to Peace Club soon after Winter Break to talk to the kids about 
homelessness in our area. We have committed to bringing food once a month to the shelter. This month due to 
scheduling complications we are going to make GORP instead of sandwiches. GORP is a little baggie filled 
with granola, raisins, nuts, chocolate chips, etc. that can provide a portable form of protein and nutrition to a 
person living on the street. Please let me know if you are able to donate any of these ingredients to our cause. 
Many thanks to the families of Sahara Trask, Claire Schmitt and Willow Frohardt for their generous donations 
to our sandwich making efforts!   
—Linda Ryden, teachpeacedc@gmail.com 

 

WINTER PROGRAMS FROM MAD SCIENCE— UPDATE 
The Mad Science of Washington afterschool program, Experimentamania, is currently full. There are still 
plenty of spaces available for the Team Makers program (which shows kids how to work together, and build 
character and self esteem). Team Makers will be held on Tuesdays from January 10 until February 28, from 
3:30-4:30 p.m.  
     Registration is available online at www.teammakers.com/dc and is on a first come, first served basis, so 
please register early to secure your spot; the deadline is December 21. The program cost is $104. Questions? 
Contact Mad Science at info@madscienceofdc.com or 301-593-4777, or Lafayette's coordinator Laura 
Lindsley, lauralealindsley@yahoo.com.  
 
CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 
Christmas tree sales that benefit the Lafayette HSA started last week at the Broad Branch Market. Details to 
follow next week about price, size, type of trees available, and some fun holiday events like caroling and 
gingerbread house making that will go on along with the tree sale. Don’t miss out on a beautiful tree! Buy one 
and part of the proceeds will go to the HSA to benefit all of Lafayette’s students. 
 
COATS & COCKTAILS — THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 — CHANGE OF LOCATION! 
For those of you coming to Coats & Cocktails this Friday, we'll see you at 7 p.m. with your coat(s) to donate 
and beer or wine to share with the party. Due to a family emergency, the location has changed. The event will 
now be held at the home of Kristin & Peter Willsey at 3211 McKinley St NW.  If you are not able to come but 
would like to donate a coat, you can drop it on the Willseys' porch any time this week. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

Last Friday, Lafayette teachers spent the afternoon learning various strategies to teach vocabulary. DCPS 
central office had sent us a power point presentation with some interesting statistics on the importance of an 
extensive vocabulary in developing strong reading skills. We reviewed a number of activities to include in 
classroom planning to increase a child’s vocabulary. We’ve already implemented many of the strategies by 
including independent reading time in the school day and having students learn how to pick out books that are 
appropriate for them and their skills levels. Throughout the school we incorporate subject specific vocabulary 
when students go to art and music, in science and social studies. We have just received some new informational 
books for our classrooms libraries so students have some new reading options. Many ideas for teachers. But 
also some for you, our parents. 
     One of the best strategies for increasing vocabulary is reading to children. Teachers at Lafayette do read-
alouds every day. Many have a novel that they read chapter by chapter to the class at various times of the day. 
Younger students are read to all the time. When students go to the library, Mrs. Perlin often has a new book to 
read to the class. But we know that you read aloud to your children, often every evening. And you are some of 
our best teachers of new incidental vocabulary.   
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     So here are some read aloud strategies that parents can use. Many of these may be familiar to you already, 
but I thought I’d share them with all of you. Use the ones you like. Skip the ones that don’t work with the book 
you are reading right now. But have some fun teaching new words to your children. So during reading when 
you come upon a new word try: 
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#####Not every book lends itself to these strategies and not every reading session needs to include them. 
Sometimes it is just plain fun to read. But really knowing what certain words mean can add so much to the 
understanding of a story or novel. It allows younger students to experience books that are too difficult for them 
to read independently. And it sends a message to older students that while yes, they can read independently, 
sometimes hearing the words is wonderful, too. So while we are reading everyday at school, please keep 
reading everyday at home. We have thousands of new words to learn. Tens of thousands. What a big job for our 
children. One that they don’t even realize they are doing.  
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Part-time babysitter wanted. To care for our daughter (6) and son (4) three days a week from 3:15-6:30 p.m. 
starting immediately. Please contact Nadia at nadiamoritz@mindspring.com.  
*Seeking part-time nanny/sitter. We are looking for experienced help with afternoon and evening child-care 
plus light housekeeping and cooking, starting in January. Childcare would be mostly for our two-month-old, but 
occasionally for older kids as well. Ideally, hours would be 1-8 p.m., MWF, but we have some flexibility. 
Driving would be a plus but not necessary. Contact Brendan O'Brien at 202/237-0465 if interested. 
*Tutoring available. If your child (1st-8th grade) is struggling in school, or just needs a little extra help with 
homework, call Claire Parker for tutoring! Claire is a former Lafayette and Deal student, now in 9th grade at 
Wilson. Special strengths in math. Available Monday-Thursday after school, and Sunday afternoons. 
References available and rates are negotiable. Call 202-680-0366 or email Claire at claireparkerdc@gmail.com. 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.  

 

 


