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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
February 3 (Friday) — No School, Professional Development Day 
February 6 (Monday) — No School, Parent-Teacher Conference Day 
February 11 (Saturday) — Build-A-Wine-Cellar Party, at the home of Stephanie Robinson and Seth Rosenthal 
February 20 (Monday) — No School, President’s Day 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Tuesday Bulletin Undergoing Technology Update…p. 3 
 
FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents  
As I hope everyone knows, next Monday is another parent-teacher conference day. Note:  that's parent-
teacher, not parent-child-teacher. Though I personally think there's a lot to recommend parent-child-teacher 
conferences, that's not how DCPS does things in elementary school. So take the opportunity to meet with your 
child's teacher and listen to what s/he has to say and ask questions. Everyone knows that even though 
conference day is on the calendar from the beginning of the year and there should be ample time to plan, work 
and life have a nasty way of getting in the way. If for some unexpected reason, you just can't make it to school 
on Monday, reschedule your conference with your child's teacher. 

Please remember as well that spending a day with parents is a whole lot more grueling for teachers than 
spending it with our kids, so be respectful of teachers' time. And if you need to meet on another day, please also 
be respectful of teachers' schedules. In many schools, if you don't make it to conference day, you're out of luck. 

We're lucky enough to have teachers who are more than willing to talk to parents whenever we want. Every 
teacher has different policies, but whether it's a phone call to the office, email, or a note in a teacher's box, let 
them know that you want to meet and they'll meet with you. Of course, everyone may not need to have as many 
conferences as are scheduled and no one should feel guilty about skipping one. Unless of course you schedule 
it and don't show up; then you get a one way ticket to the black couch! See you on Monday! 
 
THURSDAY’S SPEAKER WAS A HIT! 
Thanks to the many parents who came out last Thursday to the 2nd HSA general meeting of the year, which 
included a guest speaker. During the meeting we got an update on dues, learned about what the school is 
doing about parking and traffic around the school, and heard an update from Mrs. Main. After the brief 
meeting, our speakers from Ivymount’s Center for Outreach and Education came up. They were full of 
practical advice about children’s behavioral issues, delivered with a good dose of humor. Audience members 
had the chance to ask lots of questions about their particular situations, and we all learned a thing or two about 
how to help our kids (and ourselves!) get through the rough patches. Thanks to all of you who took time out 
of your schedule to be there. It was especially nice to see many new faces in the crowd – the HSA welcomes 
your input and we hope to see you often around the school! 
       
FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, art teacher grades 1-5 

Our art room second semester photo-filled newsletter was off to “press” over a week ago but is awaiting our 
new Tuesday Bulletin format. Hopefully by next week you will find links to each grade level with a 
description, in a nutshell, of what we’ve been up to this past semester in the art room at Lafayette. Meanwhile, 
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keep checking the blog @ http://lafayetteartwithlaurie.blogspot.com for delicious art room tidbits to whet 
your appetite. 

ART ROOM NEEDS: Third grade is gearing up to begin our spectacular 3D design models for “DC's 
newest addition to the architectural scene.” We need you to save and send in (by late February) small and 
medium boxes (no larger than a large cereal box), paper towel and other tubes, interesting packing cardboard 
(NO PEANUTS) and any other recycled supplies you think would be fun to build with. One year we had a 
new dryer hose someone had in their basement which was fun. Also good are things like linoleum sample tiles 
or clear plastic containers for windows, atriums, etc. 

As always, remember to wear old or dark colored clothes on art days as 
the art room is a delightfully MESSY place and we don’t want our special 
things getting ruined. 

 
SHOW YOUR LAFAYETTE PRIDE! 

Due to popular demand the school store -- The Bear's Den -- is getting 
some new merchandise! Coming soon:  a kids' zip hoodie in Lafayette 
royal blue and an adult zip hoodie in grey. In addition, we’ll have a new 
shipment of  the metal, reusable eco-friendly water bottles with a yellow 
paw print and "Lafayette Elementary" lettering.  Once these new items 
arrive we'll a special school store. We'll also have our two styles of 
baseball caps, pencils, magnets, and bumper stickers. Here is a sneak peak 
at the NEW zip hood in the adult grey. 

 
SPELLING BEE WINNERS 2012—Catherine Hammes, grade 4                    
The 2012 school spelling bee was a big hit! It went for more than 36 rounds and two hours before fifth grader 
Aaron Rosenthal won for the second year in a row! The school was really psyched. Ella Pearlman-Chang 
placed second, and all of the fourth grade was really pleased to see that a fourth grader would also be going to 
the regionals.  

In the afternoon, there was a spell-off for the three third place winners, Gabrielle Cestari, Madeleine 
Eggen and Jaleni Machen, to see who would be our alternate to the regionals. Fifth grader Jelani Machen won 
that tie-breaker. The next step for the three Lafayette spellers will be the regional bee held the week of 
February 15th. If any or all win first, second or third places there, they would go on to the city-wide bee 
which is taped at the studios of WNBC4 and aired sometime in March or April. Only one winner from the 
city-wide bee advances to the National Spelling Bee which is set for the last week of May at National Harbor 
in Maryland. 

 
FROM THE LIBRARY—Ms. Perlin, Librarian 
The Scholastic Book Fair was the first week of December and it was a great success. So thank you parents, 
students and teachers.   

Here they are:  the Accelerated Reader scores you have been waiting for. These are the scores at the end of 
January. Some classes have only accumulated a few points, so you won’t see student names for these classes. 
Classes are still taking accelerated reader quizzes with me during their library visit, DEAR time, before and 
after school, and in class at his/her teacher’s discretion. If you have any questions or concerns, come see me 
about them. I am happy to share more about this wonderful program with you. 
 
5th Graders 
Mr. Gregal:  328 Points; Top Readers:  Jacob Stocker, 65; Liliana Edmonds, 59; Claire Schmitt, 40 
Mr. Jewett: 233 Points; Top Readers: Jelani Machen, 75; Anna Gunther, 34; Anna Nachbar-Seckel 32 
Ms Jean:  326 Points; Top Readers:  Joshua Taubman, 131; Avery Branton, 105; Duncan Hudson, 31 
Mr. Nickolic: 192 Points; Top Readers:  Emma Fischer, 27; Jen Marwell, 23; Garrick Francis, 13 
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4th Graders 
Ms. Culver-Kennedy: 189 Points;  Top Readers: Maren Dunn, 154, Alice Billings, 18; Madeline Gold, 7 
Ms. Fratto:  590 Points; Top Readers:  Avery Dunn, 224; Torin O’Brien, 128, Anaily Acosta, 53  
Ms. Hallstrom: 622  Points; Top Readers: Charles Nichols, 100; Talyx Hochstein, 75 Elizabeth Willsey, 72 
Ms. Shapiro: 600 Points; Top Readers: Thomas Scheller, 112; Rosalia Inglima, 74; William O’Brien, 59 
 
3rd Graders 
Ms. Jensen: 56 Points; Top Readers:  Henry Bryne-Kvalsvik, 10; Anna Gustafson; 10; Caludia Bertsh, 3 
Mr. Rogall: 213 Points; Samuel Shapiro, 43; Andrew Burris, 38; Madeleine Eggen, 31 
Ms. Tepfer: 1,511 Points; Top Readers:  Nicholas Cassol-Pawson, 359; Emmett Patterson, 269; Theo Grieff, 
216 
Ms. Yedwab:  36 Points; Top Readers:  Rhone Resch, 19; Marleigh Ausbrooks, 7; Noah Weitzner, 3 
 
2nd Graders 
Ms. Breslin: 228 Points; Top Readers: Emmit Murray, 59; Luca Ciagne, 49; Hunter Norris, 37 
Ms. Harn: 91 Points; Top Readers:  Jonah Frumkin, 34; Harper Dunn, 26; Christopher O’Brien, 10 
Ms. Nickel: 52 Points; Top Readers: Vance Gootman, 32; Gemma Maltby, 7; Jesse Kennelly, 3 
Ms. Stanton: 727 Points; Top Readers: Samuel Taubman, 162; Ian Barton, 75; Cole Norris, 66 
 
1st Graders 
Ms. Baldwin: 17 Points; Top Readers: Ayleen Acosta, 4; Matthew Farber, 4; Deidre De Leeuw Den Bouter 2.8 
Ms. Howard: 160 Points; Top Readers: Ellie Sanders, 28; Priya Allen, 24; Quentin Folds, 21 
Ms. Paul: 6 Points  
Ms. Phillips: 4 Points 
Ms. Plummer: 63 Points; Top Readers: Grace Mckearn, 30; Kathryn Whipple, 15; Leah Carrier, 2 
 
Congratulations to all the students who are reading and taking quizzes. Keep up the good work.--Ms. Perlin  

 
ARTS INTEGRATION UPDATE – Jackie Snowden, Arts Integration Coordinator 
It’s still January so I feel like I can still get in a Happy New Year to all. Hope yours is off to a great start. We 
in the arts integration (AI) world came back to school and hit the ground running.  

On January 4 we were delighted to host a contingent of 15 pre-service teachers from the UNC-Ashville 
Teaching Fellows Program. The Office of the State Superintendent for Education (OSSE) referred them to us 
because they wanted to see what an AI School looked like. They observed classrooms where such CETA 
strategies as Tiny Toy Tales, Tableau, Character Interviews, and Tin Can Poetry where being used. They 
also observed a geometry lesson being taught using an urban planning model. Their director said, “…Our 
students certainly left with new perspective and ideas we hope will reflect in their own classrooms one day.” 
The principal from Potomac Lighthouse Charter School also joined the tour and would like to bring some of 
his staff back to see what he saw, which was a school filled with art, and arts integrated lessons being used to 
teach, reach, and meet the needs of all our students. 

This week I hosted my counterpart from Tyler ES for a second visit. It is one of the DCPS “catalyst” 
schools. They, too, are trying to improve their AI program and look to us as the model. We hosted the 
Footworks Percussive Dance Group as part of the Washington Performing Arts Society’s in schools program. 
Grades 1-5 enjoyed interacting with the performers and learning how to use their bodies as percussion 
instruments. 

Throughout the school, students and teachers are using the Actor’s Toolbox, another CETA strategy, to 
strengthen their ability to use “their bodies, voices, imagination, concentration, and cooperation” muscles 
appropriately.  
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First graders in Ms. Plummer’s class are becoming experts in using tableaus to demonstrate their 
knowledge.  This week they’ve been using their bodies to create tableaus to make words with long vowel 
sounds. 

Second graders visited the Museum of African Art and the fourth grade visited the National Portrait 
Gallery in preparation for their Black History Statuary Hall. There they acted as statues of some of the people 
whose portraits they saw and researched.  Visitors to their Statuary Hall are able to speak with the “statues” to 
learn biographical information.  

Mrs. Harn’s second graders are using another CETA strategy, Telling My Own Story. Students take turns 
telling and retelling a story to each other to get a mental image of the story in preparation for writing. 

Ms. Jensen and Ms. Yedwab’s third grades are practicing the CETA strategy, Human Slide Show. This 
strategy allows the teacher to assess students’ knowledge by having them recall important details. Then they 
decide which of those details can be demonstrated through tableau. Scripts for scenes are written and rehearsed. 
As the narrator reads, the audience is asked to open and close their eyes between scenes when given a prompt. 
Each reveal is a new tableau, and the effect is similar to the flipbooks most of us are familiar with. 

PreK celebrated their International Festival. This informance demonstrated what they learned about 
different cultures around the world through music. The international display of costumes, foods and, most 
importantly, songs sung in six different languages, is a perfect example of arts integration.  

 
MAJOR UPCOMING STUDENT WRITING CONTESTS 
Several major writing contests for children are coming up, and partial information is listed here. Links to these 
contests providing important, additional details can also be found at www.lafayettehsa.org. There are 
important changes to the Larry Neal contest. Ms. Echave recommends that all interested students, teachers 
and parents read through all these contest  summaries, and then proceed to any link/s that appeal to them. 
Contest are listed in order of their deadlines. 
 
Publish-a-Kid Contest: 
This contest is for kids ages 9-13 and has a Feb. 15, 2012 deadline. It is sponsored by Moment, a Jewish-
interest magazine.  Entries are by email sent directly to editor@momentmag.com. Interested students are 
invited to write a book review of one of the books listed at the link. For further information, go to:  
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=8487056&msgid=156256&act=LKLA&c=807849&destination=http
%3A%2F%2Fmomentmag.com%2Fmoment%2Fcontests%2Fpak.html 
 
Larry Neal Writers' Contest: 
This annual writing competition sponsored by the DC Commission for Arts  and Humanities (DCCAH) is for 
DC residents only and has three entry categories: Young Writers (Grades 4 to 8), Teen Writers (Grades 9-12)  
and adult writers (over 18 but not in high school). Its deadline is Feb. 27 @ 11:59 p.m. Besides the usual 
categories of poetry, fiction and essay, there is a special contest category this year.  As a special tribute to the 
150th Anniversary of the Compensated Emancipation Act there will be a city-wide celebration of DC 
Emancipation Day on April 15th, 2012. Youth and teen writers are  invited  to imagine that President Lincoln 
has asked them to travel back to 1862 and deliver a speech from the future sharing with the audience the 
freedoms enjoyed in DC today and as well as the freedoms we are still working to achieve in our community. 
There are two BIG changes in the Larry Neal contest this year. For the first time, entry categories are defined 
by grade level and not by age--excluding third graders. Also, for the first time, only online submissions will 
be accepted. Contacts and further information are at: 
http://dcarts.dc.gov/DC/DCARTS/Events/Larry+Neal+Writers+Awards 
 
First Annual DCCAH Education Collaborative Essay Contest: 
This contest is open to students in grades 5-12 enrolled in DC Public or DC Public Charter schools. The 
POSTMARK deadline is by February 29, 2012. The topic is:  "What does democracy mean to me as a citizen 
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of DC?" The word limit is 800 to 1200 words. Winners will be awarded $1,000 and will have a chance to read 
their essays at a DC Public Library. There are also prizes for the winners' teachers and schools. For further 
information and details on how to enter, registration form, directions, etc., log on to www.dccollaborative.org 
and click on the student essay contest link. Submit essays by email to info@dccollaborative.org or drop off at 
your local library or mail to DC Collaborative, 1835 14th St. NW. 
 
The Junior League Poetry Contest:  
Open to students in grades 4-8 in DC Public or DC Public Charter schools, this poetry contest has a March 9, 
2012 deadline. First, second and third place winners get cash prizes and an opportunity to read their poetry  at 
a community reception. A student's entry consists of two original poems and must be submitted by the 
student's teacher as a word attachment  by email to JLWpoetry2012@gmail.com. Student's name, grade and 
school as well as name of the teacher are required. 
 
The Parkmont Poetry Contest: 
This poetry contest is open to students in grades 6-12, but is mentioned here for Lafayette graduates who may 
be interested. The deadline is March 12, 2012. This link will take you to the entry form and give you all the 
entry details: http://parkmontpoetryfestival.org/documents/PoetrySubmissionForm2012.pdf. 
 
FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
Violin, Cello and Beginning Orchestra lessons are starting again at Lafayette and it is not too late to join!  
The cost is $100 and checks should be made out to Cara Alfano. Please note that refunds will not be made 
once lessons have begun.  
Schedule:  Monday at lunch- Group Violin Lessons 

Tuesday at Lunch- Group Cello Lessons 
Thursday at Lunch- All Beginning Orchestra (includes all string students) 

 
What You Need:  Books (Essential Elements Book 1 and Suzuki Book 1); Music Stand (for home use only); 
Rosin; Rock Stop (for cellists’ home use only); Instruments.* 
For instruments and supplies, contact Potters at 301-652-7070. Located in Bethesda Maryland; make 
appointment by phone for instrument fitting. Problems? Questions? Call me directly. 
 
PEACE CLUB MAKES FOOD FOR THE HOMELESS 
The Peace Club made 50 baggies of trail mix for Bethesda Cares, a local shelter for homeless people. Along 
with the food, we sent lovely, heartfelt cards. My friend (and former Lafayette parent) Wendy Adler at the 
shelter says that our contributions are so appreciated, especially now that food pantries are running low and so 
many more people are in need of a helping hand.  Next month Wendy will come to Lafayette to talk to some of 
our students about homelessness. It is heartwarming to watch the kids work so hard and especially sweet to 
watch them "add the love" before sealing up the baggies.  Thank you so much to all of you who donated food to 
our efforts.  I'll be back asking you for help again in February. Thanks!! Linda Ryden, linda.ryden@dc.gov. 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

When I arrived at Lafayette, now more than 10 years ago, there were two ways to get information to parents:  
the Tuesday Bulletin and classroom phone trees.  The Tuesday Bulletin came out each week in paper form, but 
was limited in size because of reproduction costs and time. The phone trees worked well when needed— the 
morning of the fire at the school is one example—but that was it. 

After the fire we added another ‘new’ communication strategy, LEAN, the Lafayette Emergency Alert 
Network.  This was an instant text system that sent a short e-mail out to those who signed up. The technology 
at the time limited the size to very short messages but we could let people know if school was delayed or 
about a meeting. This has developed into time into the newer Constant Comment e-mail alerts and the 
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Connect-Ed robo-call system. Now we can send out immediate messages not severely limited by size. Phone 
calls can be set to go out before I leave for the day. We now remind parents about field trips, class 
performances, holiday parties and schedule changes.   

Next we added a school website, a resource for the entire current and prospective school community. You 
can spend quite a bit of time on the Lafayette website: a calendar of events and activities; a description of 
school programs; the school handbook; an archive of the last few years of Tuesday Bulletins; links to other  
information. This year it is where you can also access the new art room blog developed by Laurie McLaughlin 
and see a wealth of pictures and comments about what has been happening in the art room this year. 

Then many of the classroom teachers got the communication bug and a whole range of new ideas came to 
life.  As we upgraded classroom technology, we started individual classroom newslettesr, homework 
schedules, and program updates.  All are sent out electronically so that you can print those you want to keep 
and we can save on paper and ink. We even used Skype on Back to School Night this year so one of our 
teachers could take her daughter to college for her freshman year and still be in her classroom for the event. 

And still—as you know since you are reading this—through it all the Tuesday Bulletin still makes its 
weekly appearances, but now electronically. As everything else was going online the decision was made to do 
the same with the Tuesday Bulletin. It had been getting bigger and bigger and more expensive to produce.  
Copying alone had become a major HSA line item. And there was always the problem with the children who 
just didn’t seem to be able to get the paper home with them. So now the Tuesday Bulletin comes out every 
Tuesday to the email address you give to us. You can print out the ones you want and even find older issues 
on the website.  It now includes flyers for other events at the school. And for most of the issues, size is no 
longer a problem. But I’m not sure it is being read like it was in the past when you could sit down with a cup 
of coffee or stick it on the refrigerator door to refer to all week.  It just takes more work to print one out than 
just pull it out of the backpack.   

Soon a new improved Tuesday Bulletin will be coming to your inbox.  It will take a new format that will 
allow you to see the issue without having to open the .pdf file.  We think this will help everyone see what the 
issue contains and which sections are really important to you and your understanding of what is happening at 
Lafayette.  

But no matter how many other newsletters Lafayette teachers and staff members develop, the Tuesday 
Bulletin is still the most important. It is the only place where you can read about what is happening school 
wide.  It is the only place where all school initiatives will be posting their updates. It is the only place where 
the whole school calendar is printed. The HSA news is there along with information about the meetings it 
sponsors. Grade level arts integration activities are placed in the spotlight and sports results are posted.  I 
know that not all the news pertains to your individual child but you can get a little peek at what is on the 
horizon in music and extracurriculars by reading the Tuesday Bulletin.   

So while we continue to explore new and possibly better ways to share information with the whole school 
community, just keep reading the Tuesday Bulletin. From front to back, from top to bottom. You will learn at 
least one new thing each week about Lafayette.  And learning is what we are all about! 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES  

• NoteBUSTERS Spring Session is Starting Soon! The spring session of NoteBUSTERS will begin the first 
week in March (March 8th) with the final performance on Sunday afternoon May 20th.  The music this 
session will be from the hit movie GREASE!  The group will meet on Thursday afternoons from 3:15 to 4:00.  
More specific sign-up details will be forthcoming in the Tuesday Bulletin, but meantime take a second to 
learn about this inspirational, fun and award-winning music club:  www.notebusters.org. Please call Lisa 
Resch, a NoteBUSTERS board member, with any questions in the meantime:  202-237-7101. 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com (preferred) or drop them in the 

Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.


