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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
January 11, (Wednesday), Public Meeting w/Mrs. Main, 7:00 p.m. 
January 12 (Thursday), HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 16 (Monday), No school, Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 20, (Friday), Half-day, 12:15 dismissal, records day 
January 24 (Tuesday), Spelling Bee 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Back to School 2012 (p. 1) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Jenny Murray and Dan Aladjem, Co-Presidents 
Ok, so maybe it wasn’t exactly like summer vacation, but we hope everyone got to take at least a few days off 
to recharge and spend a little time with the kids outside of the usual routine. I know that I did and it was great. I 
admit that weather aside, it felt a little like summer vacation and now it feels like we’re back to a new school 
year.  And, just like August, there are tons of things happening right off the bat in January. Next week, the 
LSAT is holding the first of two community meetings (one on the budget and one on other school issues). 
Please be sure to send questions in advance so that the meetings can move along and be responsive. The second 
general meeting of the HSA is later this month during which we’ll have the second speaker in our ongoing 
series. Details on both meetings can be found on the web site. Lastly, have you taken a look at the left side 
of www.lafayettehsa.org recently? Right below the Tuesday Bulletin link there are links to two great Lafayette 
blogs. One is the art room blog and the other the garden blog. Together they represent a snapshot of the HSA. 
Supporting the art program at Lafayette is obviously a major part of what the HSA does, and has done, for over 
30 years. The garden is a much newer project that is woefully underfunded and is largely a labor of love for the 
dedicated volunteers who conceived it and make it happen. Take a look at both to get a bit more of a glimpse at 
some of the cooler things going on at Lafayette. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Tutor with fifteen years of teaching (and tutoring) experience specializes in English, writing, history, and study 
skills.  Frequently tutor younger students in reading, phonics, and math.  Also tutor algebra I, geometry, and for 
SAT/PSAT.  Experienced coach for AD/HD, LD, and G/T students.  Combined MFA degree in 
literature/creative writing.  Have worked since 2003 with DC and MCPS students in grades 2-12 at Lafayette, 
Wilson, Carderock Springs, Bannockburn, Burning Tree, Pyle, Whitman, B-CC, and Churchill, as well as 
privates Washington Waldorf, Maret, and McLean of Maryland, among others.  Plenty of references available; 
will come to you.  For more information, call Bill Jackson, 202-244-4911, or visit www.billjacksontutoring.com  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal    
Happy New Year!!  It’s time to get back to schoolwork after the long winter break.  To get back into a regular 
routine of getting up at the same time, getting completely dressed everyday and getting into bed at a reasonable 
time every evening.  And that is just for me.  I spent the winter break right here in town.  Hardly even left the 
house except to go for a walk.  Cooked some real meals instead of just getting something on the table in as little 
time as possible.  And managed to catch up on a number of outstanding projects and, in fact, get a little ahead 
with a few of them. 
 Thank you so very much for all the holiday remembrances.  I thoroughly enjoyed all the cookies, candy, 
sweet breads and other snacks.  I’ll be exercising until June and beyond.  Thank you for all the kind notes and 
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cards.  You have no idea how wonderful it is to receive a short note telling me that you like something we’re 
doing at Lafayette for your children.   
 December was a busy month for students to also get into the real holiday spirit.  Ms. Howard’s first grade 
class collected 7 large boxes of staples for an area food bank.  They were so excited to come to the Great Hall 
and sort all the cans and boxes.  It looked like a ton of food to them.  The fifth grade bake sale raised over 
$1000 for the purchase of livestock for people in developing countries.  I think they managed to buy almost 30 
animals.  The principals at both Kenilworth and Bruce-Monroe called to tell me that the students were already 
wearing their new coats to school and couldn’t be prouder of their new possessions.  
 Now that we’re back it will soon be time to start planning for the 2012-13 school year.  Budget information 
for next year should be arriving any day.  We’ll be sending home our surveys for you to complete about your 
intentions for next year.  As of today, I don’t have any definitive numbers yet, but we are planning a community 
meeting on January 11 to give you an overview of the planning process and what some of the negotiables and 
non-negotiables are.   
 So we’re back.  We’re reviewing all our school routines.  It’s amazing how much is forgotten over winter 
break.  Morning line-up, cafeteria procedures, moving through the halls, and getting unpacked and packed back 
up.  By Friday we’ll be back up to speed.  Now all we need is some real winter.  Just where is that snow? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


