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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
January 20 (Friday) — 12:15 p.m. dismissal (Records Day) 
January 24 (Tuesday) — Principals’ Office Hours, 8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m., Library 
January 24 (Tuesday ) — Spelling Bee, 9:30 a.m. 
January 26 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, 6:30 p.m.; HSA Speaker Series seminar on child behavior 
(see below) , 7 p.m. 
February 3 (Friday) — No School, Professional Development 
February 6 (Monday) — No School, Parent-Teacher Conferences 
February 11 (Saturday) — Build-A-Wine-Cellar Party, at the home of Stephanie Robinson and Seth Rosenthal 
 
FROM THE HSA – Dan Aladjem and Jenny Murray, HSA co-presidents 

On Friday I enjoyed one of my favorite Lafayette dad activities: I went on a field trip. Why is this one of my 
favorite activities? Two reasons. First, my kids still want me to come along and they enjoy having me there. 
Yeah, I know those days are numbered. That's why I'm enjoying them while I can. Second, going on field trips 
gives me a little peak into what goes on during the school day. I never fail to walk away without being 
impressed by something the teachers and/or kids have done.  
     Let me share a glimpse of my peak inside. I showed up at 9:30, as instructed, and the class was busy— 
finishing their morning snack. I always miss the good parts. Before heading out to the buses, there was just 
enough time to take the Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday pledge. Everyone lined up and off we went to board 
the buses. After a quick ride down 13th and around the Mall, we arrived at the National Museum of African Art. 
The trip was designed to complement work going on in art class. The museum had two activities ready for the 
students: storytelling and a hands-on project. The group I was with was absolutely enthralled by the story teller, 
who had a great understanding of elementary aged children and knew how to capture and hold their attention. 
(I'm not sure what it says that I was probably just about as enthralled as they were.) The hands-on project 
involved paint and stamps and cloth and had the potential to have disaster written all over it. Fortunately it 
didn't. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and I overheard more than a few students drawing connections 
between what they were doing at the museum and what they have done at school. Finally, when we left, I 
couldn't help but notice the other museum visitors watching approvingly as the classes walked upstairs and out 
in not exactly straight, quiet lines, but in an orderly enough fashion to win approving looks. 
     I realize that may be more than you wanted to know about my morning vacation from work. But regular 
readers will note that participation at school is a recurring theme for this column. Jenny and I very much want 
you join the HSA and contribute to and bid at the auction (check www.lafayettehsa.org for both) and answer the 
myriad other requests you read in this space and elsewhere. More than anything else, however, we really just 
want you involved in school. We want you going on field trips, helping out in art or writers workshop, being a 
room parent, going to auction sign-up parties (I know I'm asking a lot here), helping us solve problems big and 
small (like illegal parking in front of school, finding a solution to the lost and found mountain— I saw 
something in it on the first day of school this year!). See for yourself what goes on in your child's classroom and 
school. I think you'll like what you see; and it'll be fun. 
 
HSA-SPONSORED SEMINAR ON CHILD BEHAVIOR ON JANUARY 26 
     Worried about your child’s behavior? Almost every child, on one day or another won’t listen, will throw a 
tantrum, will be mean or aggressive, shy or withdrawn, be a picky eater, and more. However, when are these or 
other problem behaviors a cause for concern? Please join childhood development specialists from the Ivymount 
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Outreach program on Thursday, January 26 at 7 p.m. in the Lafayette auditorium to talk about how to assess 
whether the behavior you are concerned about is likely to be a “big” problem or a “little” problem. Geared to 
parents of children aged 4 through 7, this session will feature three of the authors of the book, Is it a Big 

Problem or a Little Problem? When to Worry, When Not to Worry, and What to Do. 

     Our Speakers will be Amy Wusterbarth Egan MA, Amy Freedman, MA,CCC-SLP, and Judi Greenberg, 
MS, OTR/L. They are based at the Ivymount School’s Center for Outreach in Education (CORE). CORE’s 
mission is to help teachers and families identify needs and implement strategies to enable young children to be 
more successful at home and school. This unique developmental team includes a speech pathologist, an 
occupational therapist, and a special educator/behavior specialist. They hold lectures and workshops throughout 
the Washington, DC area for parents and professionals. 
     The HSA is happy to sponsor this presentation, so please join us for this free event on January 26. We’ll start 
off with a brief HSA meeting at 6:30 p.m. and the speakers will start at 7 p.m. 
 

FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-5 

     Over the past month, some of your children have brought home a portfolio of their work. The rest will come 
home before the end of the semester. Please know that there are still pieces here at school. Some are hanging in 
our Lafayette Gallery, a few are in the Broad Branch Market show, and a very special piece is saved from each 
student for ARTS NIGHT in May (this selection is made by your child and may change as the year goes on.)  
     Although we usually go over and review all we’ve learned during the time leading up to portfolio day, some 
parents may want to know more about what has occurred during the art classes and the concepts covered. A 

special photo-filled e-mail newsletter is coming soon! Meanwhile, don’t forget to check the Lafayette Blog at 
http://lafayetteartwithlaurie.blogspot.com for news, links, special happenings, and more. I have been posting 4-8 
times a month and it provides a great overview of the art program at Lafayette. 
     I am so proud of the accomplishments of all 500+ students that pass through the art room each week! I am 
thrilled to be their art teacher!!! 

 
THE 3RD ANNUAL WINE PARTY, THE EVENING OF SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11  
For the benefit of the Lafayette School's online Auction, the committee is once again sponsoring a “Build-A-
Wine-Cellar” Party.  
 This year, our gracious hosts are Stephanie Robinson and Seth Rosenthal, at their home at 3512 
Northampton St.  
 As many of you know, the "price of admission" to the party is 2 bottles of wine per couple: the first bottle 
should be a luxury wine, priced at $50 or higher and with a rating of 90+ points, which you will donate toward 
the auction's wine cellar. The second bottle should be a “value” wine for everyone to taste at the party.  
 We will have an electronic sign up coming out shortly, with reservations for the first 45 couples who 
commit. The details on recommended "value" wines and other specifics on dropping off your wines will come 
later to those signed-up guests. So line up your sitters. We are excited to once again feature this very popular 
party as part of the auction festivities. If you have questions, please contact the co-hosts for this party, Betsy 
Agnvall, Eden Burgess, and Carol Leonnig. 

!

SIGN UP NOW FOR THINKMATH: FUN AFTERSCHOOL MATH FOR K-5TH GRADERS 
Would you like for your child to have extra practice learning math in a way that is challenging and fun? Or do 
you want to take the fear out of math and help them build confidence? Help your child learn to their full 
potential while developing their love of learning! In Fun Afterschool Math, children work with enthusiastic 
undergraduates from Georgetown and American who make learning fun and are great role models! 
 We place children into small groups based on what they know and what they need to learn next, which 
makes our program good both for children who seek to explore new or challenging topics, and for children who 
need to strengthen their knowledge of math fundamentals. Our program builds confidence, and develops 
conceptual learning and critical thinking skills. Children work in small groups, normally 3 to 6 children per 
instructor, using an international math curriculum. Started at Stanford seven years ago, ThinkMath is led 
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by alumni from Harvard and Stanford and runs afterschool programs at more than twenty schools in California, 
Arlington, Montgomery County, and Washington, DC. 
 For more information and to register, visit www.think-math.com. Note that there is a mandatory parent 
orientation on January 19 at 6 p.m. 
*The weekly class lasts 1.5 hours and is FUN: 
*15 minutes strategy games and warm-up, 60 minutes math in small groups, 
*10 min play break, 5 min clean up and sign out. 
 *Size: Minimum 3, Maximum 35 students (in groups of 3-6 children per instructor) 
 *Location: Lafayette Cafeteria 

 *Classes are 90 minutes long. 
*Dates: January 27-April 20 

 *# of Classes: 7 

 *Fee: $360 (includes all books and materials) 
 *Instructor: Program Directors: Andreia Rauta and Michelle Odemwingie 

 *Payment: Please pay online at www.think-math.com. 
  

  

WINTER CHESS CLUB IS STARTING UP AGAIN 
Chess is a fun game of strategy that requires critical thinking and creativity. This group is open to children of all 
ability levels in 1st - 5th grade. The instructor is Felix Cummings of Tri County Chess Corner, who holds 
an Expert USCF rating of approximately 2100 and has taught chess in many schools and camps. The cost is $60 
for the 6-week session and the club meets each Tuesday from 3:30-4:30 pm in the Cafeteria -- starting January 
17. Just show up with a check for $60 written to "Tri County Chess Corner." Questions? Please e-mail Lisa 
Resch at: balancingact_dc@yahoo.com 

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Like it or not, lice season is just around the corner. On Wednesday, January 18, 6:30 p.m., two area 
preschools (CCUMC and CCPC) are co-sponsoring an information session on lice. Karen Franco from Advice 

on Lice, LLC will explain how to treat a lice infestation and how to prevent it from happening again. She will 
also explain how to identify lice and nits. At the end of the evening she will offer for sale the combs that she 
recommends for doing a proper nit removal. Please bring checks for their purchase. This event is free and open 
to the public. The session will be held in CCUMC Preschool’s Wesley Room, located at 7001 Connecticut 
Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD (Connecticut and Shepherd Streets). 
* Babysitter needed. We are looking for a wonderful babysitter for our infant girl M-F, 4-5 hours per day, 
ideally 11am-4pm, but we're flexible. The infant's mother would be at home, but working in another room. We 
live in Maryland, accessible by public transportation. We are looking for a reliable, caring and creative 
individual with experience caring for infants. We prefer a babysitter who is First Aid and CPR-certified. We 
would also prefer a Hebrew-speaking babysitter. The babysitter must be able to work legally and be a non-
smoker. If interested, please send a summary of qualifications (resume or description), references, and desired 
hourly rate to slowhoneybee@gmail.com 
*Spanish playshop for Pre-K and K . Offered through Prata Creative, Spanish Playshop nurtures each child’s 
curiosity and ability to learn languages naturally through immersion and highly interactive play. Your child will 
have a Fun+Learn® experience and explore and engage in conversational Spanish, through fun and games, 
stories, music, movement and more! February 2 – May 24, 2012 (no class on April 5) · Thursdays 3:30pm–
4:15pm · $256 ($16/class, 16 classes) · Register today at www.pratacreative.com · Questions? Contact Meka 
Parker at meka@pratacreative.com or 202-872-4548. 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 12:15 p.m. Friday.  

 


