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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
January 15 (Thursday) – HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 19 (Monday) – No school, Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
January 20 (Tuesday) – No school, Inauguration Day 
January 23 (Friday) – Records day, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –  Parent Support Vital to Lafayette Library 
 
FROM THE HSA – Diana Blitz and John Katz, HSA co-presidents 
No doubt, returning from vacation to the routines of early rising, making lunches, dashing to school, 
extracurricular activities, homework and bedtime rituals are exhausting by any measurement. We'll complete 
two full weeks of these daily tasks that are our chosen normal and happy lives; then have a four-day weekend. 
This time though, it won’t be the kind of break where family members go their separate ways rushing to 
complete a multitude of errands. This weekend is different. This is a time when driving through the city will be 
difficult and perhaps impossible. Our routines will be disrupted. This weekend is historic. This weekend we can 
tell our children that all things are possible. We do not need to use a fairy tale; the inauguration of Barack 
Obama, our nation's first African American President is happening now and is very real. We can tell our 
children that with a great education, hard work and strong leadership skills they too, may one day be president. 
Of course that great education begins at Lafayette. 

We hope you have a joyous and thoughtful long weekend. 
 
 
    
 

Jump Rope For Heart 
                                           February 12th 
Save the date.  All children from Lafayette are invited and encouraged to attend our annual community service 
for the American Heart Association.  Students in grades 2-6 will meet after school in the gym for an afternoon 
of jumping, dancing and fun.  While Pre-k -1st grade will have theirs during the school day. Be on the lookout 
for an information packet coming home this week.  Permission slips will be attached to the envelope that is 
received and must be turned in for your child to participate.  Pledges can be turned in at a later date.  All 
permission slips are due by February 2nd at the latest.  Get your slip in early in the event that the program fills 
up. Anyone interested in volunteering for the event should contact Ms. McClure at marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov  

 
 

Calling All Cooks--Donations Needed for Lafayette Auction 

Do you make a great chocolate cake?  Do all your friends ask for your coq au vin recipe?  Do you long to share 
your grandmother's spanakopita with others?  The We're Cooking category auctions fabulous meals and baked 
goods made by our own Lafayette family of parents, relatives and even teachers. Donations range from a 
signature dessert to the cookie of the month to a 5-course Italian meal for 8 people.  Donations can come from 
one cook or baker or from a group of friends who collaborate on a meal.  Whatever you cook or bake, we'd love 
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to include it at the auction. Also, if you have any unopened cooking gadgets (that fabulous set of Calphalon or 
the bar blender you've never used), or new, unused cookbooks that you're planning to re-gift, we can auction 
those too. Please contact Anna Callon (acallon@verizon.net), Linda Geen (lgeen@comcast.net), or Meredith 
Jason (Meredith.Jason@nlrb.gov) to donate. 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Back in 2002, the sitting president of the Home and School Association came to me to discuss a major school 
improvement project that could be funded by parent contributions.  After some discussion, it was decided that the 
library could really use a face-lift.  As a school we talked about what we wanted it to be, and visited several other 
school libraries. After two years of planning and remodeling, the new Lafayette library opened to a very excited 
group of students and teachers. 

One of the commitments we received from the Home and School Association at that time was continuing 
support of the library collection.  Recently several libraries in DCPS have been extensively improved with the 
support of grant funds from both the federal government and private industry.  We received some new Apple 
computers and books through a grant that was appropriated for all DCPS elementary schools.  But on-going support 
of school collections has not been a part of central school funding.  It is not required when Lafayette presents its 
budget for yearly approval.  And without the on-going support of the collection, both in replacing well-worn books 
and acquiring new ones as they are published, in a very short time a school library can look pretty pitiful. 

Lafayette has that on-going support.  Each year there is a line item in the Home and School Association 
budget for library materials, and Ms. McIntosh uses every dime.  Since we do not have to go through the laborious 
procurement process— Amazon.com here we come!  As soon as a book is published, it can be ordered.  If a child 
comes in asking for a book, it goes on the ordering list. And if a book becomes so popular that is falls apart or is 
constantly on the request list, another copy can be ordered.  Many of you bring your outgrown books to the library 
and Ms. McIntosh processes most of them to go on the shelves, too.  When we receive multiple copies of the same 
book they are taken to my cluster meeting where they are passed off to our former principal intern Fatima Johnson 
who is the principal at Kenilworth Elementary School. 

Ms. McIntosh also works closely with classroom teachers to make sure their curricular areas are covered in 
the library.  When the 5th grade changed its social studies content to post-Civil War and the industrialization of 
America, a whole new set of books was ordered.  Since the 2nd grade does animal reports each year, we have more of 
those non-fiction books on the shelves.  Graphic novels have become more popular so the Bone books are now here.  
On several occasions I have picked up a hot off the press book at the local Barnes and Noble to find out that it is 
already on order.  I can’t beat Ms. McIntosh to much of what is new in children’s literature. 

I point out the library— and now the cafeteria/auditorium—as examples of how parents support 
Lafayette when I give the monthly Tuesday Tour.  Most people are pretty impressed with both areas of the 
school.  But while both physical plan improvements are impressive, it is the on-going support that makes them 
be all they can be.  You can’t have a library without a vibrant, living collection of materials that children want 
to use.  There is some beautiful old oak library furniture and bookcases in many DCPS schools—but not enough 
books. And without the books, libraries just sits there gathering dust. We now have over 25,000 books in our 
library, over 40 books for each student.  And if you could see how fast they go in and out of the library you 
would understand we need each and every one.  Stop by one day and see what is new in the library.  And thank 
you for the support that makes this all possible. 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
Lafayette Special education teacher available for tutoring before or after school. Assessments will be given to 
establish your child's needs and then will use research-based methods to tailor a program to strengthen his/her skills. 
Regular assessments will be made to monitor progress. Willing to work with individuals or small groups. Call Helen 
Lundebye at (202)834-0719 or email: hlundebye@gmail.com 
 



Tuesday Bulletin 1-13-09– page 3 

Parenting classes:  A new semester is starting at the Parent Encouragement Program in Kensington, with a variety of 
classes for parents of kids 0-18. Both daytime and evening classes available. For more information, go to 
www.parentencouragement.org or call 301-929-8824. 
 
Troop 90 Boy Scouts at the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament will be having an informational meeting for parents 
and students on January 21st at the Parish Center on Quesada Street at 7:30 pm. Active for nearly 80 years, the troop is 
open to all boys 11 years old or in 6th grade, regardless of religious affiliation. Meetings are held every Wednesday at 7:30 
pm. For further information, please contact Scoutmaster Rich Kolm (rbkolm@mindspring.com) or Dan Fernicola 
(dan_fernicola@MSN.com).   
 
  
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 


