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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
JANUARY 30 (Friday) - Percussion Ensemble and Advanced Band concert at 2:30 in the Great Hall 
JANUARY 30 (Friday) - Report Cards Issued 
FEBRUARY 10 (Tuesday) - I  Lafayette Night at Señor Pepper  
FEBRUARY 12 (Thursday) – Jump Rope for Heart 
FEBRUARY 13 (Friday) Movie Night at Lafayette 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Electronic report cards … on paper!  (page 4) 
 
FROM THE HSA - John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents  
 For those of you who missed the HSA general meeting last Thursday, we had a very useful presentation on 
saving for college expenses by Will Bruno of AXA Achievement. In light of the article in Sunday’s Washington 

Post about possible tuition increases, the topic was certainly timely. The takeaway was that, although there a 
number of ways to save for college, including Coverdell plans and UTMA accounts, the most highly 
recommended method is to use a 529 account. While these accounts are funded with after tax dollars, no taxes 
need to be paid on the proceeds of the accounts, and there are no restrictions on contributions to them.  Mr. 
Bruno recommended that D.C. residents consider opening accounts under the D.C. 529 plan, because 
individuals can deduct up to $4,000 per in contributions ($8,000 per couple) each year from their gross income 
for state tax purposes, thus resulting in savings on state taxes. 
 Others topics covered at the meeting included an update on the cafeteria project, which is essentially 
complete except for adding some blinds to darken the room for audio-visual presentation and, possibly, a new 
projector.  We are in the process of auditing our financial records, and will report the results to the HSA 
membership.    
 We still very much need volunteers to serve on the nominating committee to review candidates for next 
year’s HSA Board. Please contact one of us if you are willing to help.  

FROM THE MUSIC ROOM - Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher  
 A highlight of recent happenings in the music room: 
 On Friday, January 16th, Lafayette hosted the Navy Sea Chanters, the official chorus of the US Navy.  
They were extremely entertaining, with selections ranging from sea chanties and spirituals to sixties era pop, 
ending the performance with traditional patriotic songs. Everyone who saw the concert (the entire school was 
invited) agreed that the group was full of talent.  If you saw the inauguration last week on TV or were lucky 
enough to be at the event in person, you would have heard this same group sing the "Star Spangled Banner" to 
close the ceremony. My younger music students should have been able to identify lots of patriotic songs, 
musical instruments and John Phillip Sousa marches that were played during the parade, especially "The Stars 
and Stripes Forever." Isn't it wonderful that we live in a place where world-class musicians travel to our school 
to perform for us, and then the very next week we can see these same performers on TV? Wow! That is truly 
exciting to me. 
 Speaking of world-class performers, on January 26th, most of the school took a trip to the Kennedy Center 
to hear our National Symphony Orchestra's Young People's Concert, “Sound Science,” an educational program 
for students in grades three through six.  These same 3rd-6th graders have been participating in the NSO's in-
school education program and have attended one of the three small-group concerts they will be seeing this year.   
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 As part of the Kennedy Center's education program, small groups of NSO musicians design programs that 
incorporate music standards and then illustrate them through musical selections. These musicians then travel to 
schools within DC to share this program with students.  So far we have hosted one group, "Dynamic Duo," and 
are looking forward to our next groups, "Brass of Peace," and "Fiddlin' Around." 
 Some future events to mark on your calendar: 
 Friday, February 20th:  2nd grade presents Black History Celebration: A Timeline, at 2:30  
           in the cafetorium 
 Monday, February 23rd:  Tiacoh joins us in 6th grade to practice for African Ensemble 
 Fridays in March (6th, 13th & 20th):  Music In Our Schools concerts from 2:15-3:10  
               in the Great Hall 
 Thursday, March 19th:  5th Grade Program in the evening 
 Hope to see you in the audience!    
 
FROM THE PERCUSSION ROOM – Rebecca Stump & Andrew Steel, Percussion Teachers 
 If you've been hearing the sound of a jamming percussion section from the music room while eating your 
lunch, chances are you know about Percussion Ensemble. Lafayette's Percussion Ensemble meets in the music 
room on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30-1:00.  Students have the opportunity to work with Andrew 
Steel, a very talented local percussionist who comes in twice a week just to teach this class. This program is 
now in the middle of its second year and continues to grow. Mr. Steel has made many performance 
opportunities available for the students in this group and he fosters a very creative spirit, showcasing student-
written and student-arranged work regularly. 
 Percussion Ensemble and Advanced Band will be featured in a concert this Friday afternoon, January 30th, 
at 2:30.  Mr. Steel would welcome any students who would like to join Percussion Ensemble. There is a $50 fee 
for participating in this class. 
 We would like to remind students already participating in Percussion Ensemble that the fee for the second 
half of the school year is due this week. Please make checks payable to Andrew Steel and drop them off with 
Mrs. Stump or with Mr. Steel.   

FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-6  

 Attention all art students in grades 3-6 who would like to show off their graphic arts skills: 
Reagan National Airport is hosting an art poster contest to encourage travelers and employees to recycle within 
the Airport.  The winning posters will be displayed around the airport for approximately one year to remind 
people to recycle. The theme is “Recycling Takes Off” 
CONTEST RULES: 
   * “Recycling Takes Off” should be included somewhere on the poster. 
   * Posters should be on white “8 x 24” paper.  (I have this in the art room and the kids are welcome to stop by 
and pick some up.) 
   * Use bright colors but no embellishments such as glitter.  Fill in as much of the paper as you can. 
   * Artists must be in grades 3-12. 
   * Posters must be created by students during the 2008-2009 school year and be their own original work. 
   * Attach a separate piece of paper to the back of the artwork.  Include the student’s name, grade, art teacher's 
name, school name, and school phone number. 
 Send your entries in to the art room by MONDAY FEBRUARY 23 and I will get them to the art office in 
time for the judging. Students are welcome to work on their poster designs during open art during the noon hour 
recess. GOOD LUCK!!! 
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A BEE WITHOUT THE STING!  
 The Lafayette Spelling Bee went very smoothly last Friday, January 23. Fifty-two eager, well-prepared 
spellers in grades three through six participated, and nine rounds later we had the results! Jennifer McLish, 5G, 
was our first place winner, and Claire Parker, 6FM, was our second place winner. Both girls will spell for 
Lafayette in the Cluster competition scheduled for February 17.  
 Three students tied for third place: B.J. Bailey, 5B, Niko Bartash, 6FJ and Lila Weitzner, 6FJ. They still 
have to face one another in an in-house mini-bee to find out which one will become the alternate. An alternate 
has to be as prepared as the two winners because he or she may have to fill in or take over. Should one or both 
of our winners advance in the Cluster Bee, they will advance to the City-wide Bee, to be held at WRC TV 
Channel 4 studios in March. The final dates of the taping and airing have not yet been announced. 
 Students studied both at school and at home. We thank the parents who worked with their children on this 
extra assignment. During school the spellers were assisted by members of the spelling bee committee: Joy 
Allen, Erin Betz, Karen Breslin, Kathy Echave, Judy Fratto, Linda Geen, Lisa Jensen, Dona Kennedy, Judith 
McIntosh, Lauren Shapiro and Blake Yedwab. Once again, Bob Thurston was our intrepid pronouncer. 
Can you spell these words that Jennifer and Claire had to spell to win? 
   Jen's List:    Clare’s List: 

   talc      finale 
   apostrophe    hacienda 
   breakfast    lampoon 
   femininity    escargot 
   language    knitwear 
   orphan     shunpike 
   sasquatch    commissioner 
   horizontal    solvent 
   paramount 
 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART  
 It’s that time of the year again. Our 10th annual Jump Rope for Heart event is going to be held on Thursday, 
February 12th. Jump Rope for Heart is community service activity where we raise money for the American 
Heart Association and learn about keeping ourselves healthy through exercise and good nutrition. Proceeds 
from the event fund research and educational programs for schools and communities. 
 Your child should have brought home a JRFH envelope and pink flyer.  The envelope has the permission 
slip attached.  The permission slip should be filled out and unattached and placed in the JRFH box in the Great 
Hall. Permission slips are due by February 2nd.  All participants must have turned in a permission slip in order 
to participate. This information and all other info is on the pink flyer.  If for some reason your child did not 
receive one please see Ms. McClure. 
 If you like loud noise and hot sweaty kids then we could use you as a volunteer on the day of the event.  If 
you can volunteer please contact Ms. McClure. Any questions?  Please ask. Margie McClure, Physical 
Education Teacher, marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov    
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Save the Date!      

I  Lafayette Night at Señor Pepper 
February 10, 2009 

6 to 11 PM 
Happy Hour Margaritas and Half-price Appetizers 

Parent Servers 
All Food and Drink Tips Benefit Lafayette 

If you’d like to volunteer for a shift serving, please email Laura Scalzo at ljscalzo@msn.com. 
(It’s a lot of fun!) 

  

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 * Babysitter and house cleaner available. Experienced babysitter available for evenings, Fridays, and 
weekends. Great with babies and children of all ages. Also available for house cleaning. Please call Mary at  
244-0301 or 230-2337.  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 Last Friday was record keeping day at Lafayette. The first semester ended on January 16th, and the teachers 
had Friday afternoon to work on their grades and report cards. Record keeping day tends to be pretty informal. 
With the half-day schedule, teachers often use the time to make up some work, or to do a special activity. For 
the 3rd through 6th grade students, most of the morning was taken up by our annual school spelling bee. The 
primary students were in their classrooms following a fairly normal morning routine. It was after the students 
left that things got interesting at Lafayette. 
 DCPS is struggling to enter the 21st century, especially in how technology is used in schools. When I left 
Arlington 10 years ago, teachers were receiving a desktop computer for their classrooms to use for attendance 
and record keeping. At Lafayette, while all the teachers had computers that we had managed to install using 
donations and high achieving school money, each received a city provided one just about a year ago! This past 
October the printers arrived. While most school systems have teachers enter attendance in their classrooms, we 
still send down paper copies to Mrs. Bright and she enters the information each day. In order for a teacher to get 
an official attendance report, Mrs. Bright has to look up the information for him or her. 
 A year ago our 5th grade team participated in an electronic report card pilot. Grades were entered into a 
computer and the report cards were magically printed. Lots of information was already entered on the report 
card saving teachers lots of time. But with all the changes in the administrative and technology staff during the 
course of the year, the electronic report cards disappeared and we returned to the paper copies this fall. 
 In late December, Lafayette was asked again to pilot a new electronic report card. So for the past two 
weeks we have been trying it out. Erin Betz, Nicole Bonds and Mrs. Bright went to training and then came back 
and worked with the staff. Classroom teachers have been frantically trying to get the grades from both the first 
and second quarters entered with our current Internet system (which comes and goes during the day with great 
regularity). While we were told the system could be accessed from remote locations, our resident computer 
wizard has been on the phone a lot working teachers through the process when they get installation instructions 
they have never seen before. It seemed we had fewer problems with our Macbooks, so many teachers just 
started using those. And on Friday afternoon, what is normally a pretty relaxed time was very busy as people 
showed up at the office all afternoon with questions about this and that so they could get these report cards 
completed. 
 There will be a lot of benefits to having all report cards stored in a central location.  Right now when you 
ask Mrs. Bright for a transcript request she has to go to a child’s cumulative record and copy all the previous 
report cards. She then has to get the current report card from a child’s teacher. Starting right now, at least this 
year’s grades will all be available for her to print in the main office.  I won’t have to get a report card from a 
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teacher when a parent calls with a question. And there will be no opportunity for a report card to get misplaced 
during the school year as has happened in the past.   
 We’ve uncovered some glitches while participating in this project. Some of the trial printing looks a little 
wacky and the downtown technology staff has been working with us to make the corrections.  The pre-k report 
card was never transferred to the website, so those report cards are still using the paper format. As I write this 
we haven’t started printing in earnest, so there may be some other problems that occur this week. Report cards 
are scheduled to go home on Friday and we are working to meet that deadline. But we know that DCPS 
technology could trip us up. If there is any delay in the distribution of the cards, you will get a robo-call. 
 So whenever they arrive, look for the new electronic report card. They will be coming on paper this time.  
When we really enter the 21st century, you as parents should also be able to access them electronically through a 
parent password. And we can save a few more trees. We are glad to get the opportunity to participate in pilots 
like this. We have developed a reputation as a school that can find the bugs in a program and work with the 
technology staff in getting them corrected. We know these changes are coming - maybe a little late, but 
definitely coming.   
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 
 


