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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
March 13 (Friday) — Deadline for Pre-K Registration 
March 19 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting 
March 23-27 (Monday through Friday) – Spring Break 
April 13 (Friday) – No School, Good Friday 
April 16 (Monday) – No School, Easter Monday 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Official autonomy (page 4) 
 
FROM THE HSA - John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents  
 This week started with a snowstorm and ended with a downpour of generosity. The Lafayette auction, held 
this past Saturday, was everything we could have hoped for. Between the colorful, creative decorations, which 
transformed the school into a fiesta hall, the copious and delicious food and drink, and the spirited bidding on a 
fabulous array of items, the evening was a complete success. The live auction was particularly entertaining, due 
in large part to the efforts of volunteer auction Craig Sechler. Perhaps the most exciting moments came during 
the auctioning of a front page printing plate of the Washington Post’s edition covering President Obama’s 
inauguration, when the bidding soared to a stratospheric level. It is inspiring to realize how many people 
devoted amazing amounts of time and effort to the auction, from soliciting items, to publicity, to preparing the 
catalogue, to decoration, to ticket sales, to check-in and check-out, to data base development, to technical 
support.  While we don’t have enough space here to recognize the many people who devoted amazing amounts 
of time to the auction -- please check page 6 of your auction catalogues to see a listing of the auction committee 
-- the auction chairs, Michelle Dolge and Julie Maner, deserve a special thanks. The Lafayette community is 
both caring and effective, an impossible combination to beat.   

FROM THE MUSIC ROOM - Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher  
 Happy Music in Our Schools Month!   
 On Friday, we enjoyed the first of three concerts in the Great Hall celebrating all of the fabulous talents in 
our student body.  We heard singers, piano players, a violinist and one dance machine. Next week's program 
will include the Beginning Band and many more piano players, violinists and singers. Hope to see many of you 
here next Friday at 2:30 in the Great Hall to help us celebrate our wonderful arts Programs here at Lafayette.  
 In honor of Music in Our Schools Month, here is an excerpt from a welcome address given to entering 
freshmen and their parents at the Boston Conservatory, by Karl Paulnack, pianist and director of the music 
division: 
 “Because we live in a society that puts music in the ‘arts and entertainment’ section of the newspaper, and 
serious music has absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with entertainment, in fact it's the opposite of 
entertainment. Let me talk a little bit about music, and how it works. 
 The first people to understand how music really works were the ancient Greeks. And this is going to 
fascinate you; the Greeks said that music and astronomy were two sides of the same coin. Astronomy was seen 
as the study of relationships between observable, permanent, external objects, and music was seen as the study 
of relationships between invisible, internal, hidden objects. Music has a way of finding the big, invisible moving 
pieces inside our hearts and souls and helping us figure out the position of things inside us. Let me give you 
some examples of how this works. 
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 One of the most profound musical compositions of all time is the Quartet for the End of Time written by 
French composer Olivier Messiaen in 1940. Messiaen was 31 years old when France entered the war against 
Nazi Germany. He was captured by the Germans in June of 1940, sent across Germany in a cattle car and 
imprisoned in a concentration camp. 
 He was fortunate to find a sympathetic prison guard who gave him paper and a place to compose. There 
were three other musicians in the camp, a cellist, a violinist, and a clarinetist, and Messiaen wrote his quartet 
with these specific players in mind. It was performed in January 1941 for four thousand prisoners and guards in 
the prison camp. Today it is one of the most famous masterworks in the repertoire. 
 Given what we have since learned about life in the concentration camps, why would anyone in his right 
mind waste time and energy writing or playing music? There was barely enough energy on a good day to find 
food and water, to avoid a beating, to stay warm, to escape torture - why would anyone bother with music? And 
yet, from the camps, we have poetry, we have music, we have visual art; it wasn't just this one fanatic Messiaen; 
many, many people created art. Why? Well, in a place where people are only focused on survival, on the bare 
necessities, the obvious conclusion is that art must be, somehow, essential for life. The camps were without 
money, without hope, without commerce, without recreation, without basic respect, but they were not without 
art. Art is part of survival; art is part of the human spirit, an unquenchable expression of who we are. Art is one 
of the ways in which we say, ‘I am alive, and my life has meaning.’” 

FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-6  
 A warm and enthusiastic thank you to Lafayette parent Phoebe Cervigne, who spoke to the third graders 
about architecture. She bravely let us TOUCH all her tools, materials, and plans, and look at her models. We 
now feel ready to begin our own projects in art class.  
 CONGRATULATIONS to the following 3rd and 1st graders whose drawings of palaces and cities have 
been selected for the NEW display going up in our very own Broad Branch Market any day now: 
3rd graders- Jake Rubin, Alex Hannah, Eliza Caldwell, Allie O’Brien, Caroline Sroka, Tsega Ab-Abera, Claire 
Shaw, Danielle Breslow, Ben Korn, Alison Willsey, Kayla Miller, Aidan Bryar, Lindsay Pierce, Lissi Marshall, 
Kyle Clemente, Zola Bzdek, Erik Pereyra, Noah Kim, Esther Erikson von Allmen, Sam Coan, Joe Brach,  
1st Grader- Daphne Shipe, Zachary Walker-Liang, Danicka Gram, Dawson Byrd, Zoe Dolge, Elena Michael, 
Ferdinand Rother, Rosalia Inglima, Brendan Klein, Caterina Sella, Joseph Ruppert, Sam Angevine, and Alex 
Waterman.  
  Thank you to all the families that have sent in boxes, tubes and packing materials for our 3rd grade 
architecture project. We have plenty! Our only need at the moment is newspapers. 
 

AUCTION SANGRIA  
 A big thanks to all who worked at making the auction a great success! By popular demand (and in time for 
summer) here is the recipe for the Sangria from Saturday night. Thank you Nina Bryant! 
2 bottles red Spanish table wine (in our case, donated Rosé - thank you Tabard Inn) 
1 cup brandy 
1/2 cup triple sec 
1 cup OJ 
1 cup pomegranate juice 
1/2 cup simple syrup  
orange slices 
apple slices 
 
Mix all ingredients together and let stand in a tightly sealed container, refrigerate for 24 hours (if possible).  
Serve over ice. 
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FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 Please see the coupon attached to this issue of the Tuesday Bulletin, good for a 20% discount on certain 
wine at Paul’s Liquors. You can either choose the discount or request that the discount go to Lafayette.  
 
DEAL NEEDS YOU  
 Attention parents of next year's Deal students. The Deal PTA and LSRT need you! The PTA and LSRT 
play critical roles in ensuring that Deal has a strong and active parent community - which education researchers 
agree is an essential element for an academically successful school. We will be electing PTA Board members 
and LSRT Parent Representatives for the 2009-2010 school year at the PTA meeting on Thursday, April 23 at 
7pm. WE NEED PARENTS OF NEXT YEAR'S DEAL STUDENTS TO VOLUNTEER TO SERVE.  Please 
come to the Deal PTA Meeting Thursday, March 12 at 7pm in the Deal cafeteria to find out more about 
volunteering to serve on the PTA Board or the LSRT. If you are interested in learning more, contact PTA co-
presidents Sally Greenberg (Sallyg@nclnet.org) and Ruth Ernst (melickernst@verizon.net). You can make a 
difference for Deal. 
 
LAFAYETTE TENNIS 
 You can pre-register for these classes by sending an email to Paul Rosenbaum at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com 
with the name of the student, their age and your first, second and third choices for class day and time. Final 
registration will be done when the Department of Parks and Recreation open their on-line registration at 
www.dpr.dc.gov. If you would like to sign up your child but do not find a class time that fits their schedule, 
send Paul an email with the times that do work. These class groupings are subject to change based on demand. 
  
Dates: March 30 – June 12  $150  for 11 weeks, 6 players per class: 
     
   Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday 
 
3:30   Beg 4½-5  Beg 6-7   Beg 4½-5   Adv Beg 6-9  Adv Beg 6-11 
       
4:30   Beg 6-9   Adv Beg 6-12 Beg 6-12   Beg 4½-5  Adv Beg 9-13 
       
5:30   Beg Teen  Adv Beg Teen Beg Teen   Int Teen  
       
 6:30   Beg Adult  Adv Beg Adult  Adv Beg Adult   Int Adult  
      
 Beg - Beginner:  New to tennis or had two or fewer clinics.    
Learning to hit ball with forehand and backhand strokes and volley.        
 Adv Beg - Advanced Beginner - Can serve and hit forehand and  
backhand shots. Learning overhead and volley        
        Int - Intermediate:  Can consistently hit forehand, backhand and serve. 
Developing overhead, volley and slice.  Plays game points.  
        Adv - Advance:  Hitting all shots consistently.  Developing game tactics. 
Can play full match with tactical shots.    
 
       COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 * Mini-camp. Two Lafayette teachers, Judy McClanahan and Laura Pajor, are offering several 
Week-long mini camp sessions.  To facilitate our planning, we would like to generate a list of interested 
children.  Possible weeks include: June 22 - 26, June 29 - July 3, July 5 - 10, July 27 - 31, August 3 - 7.  Session 
themes may include: Puppet Making, Math Games, Make Your Own Board Games (focused on math skills), 
Sewing, Book Making, Book Club... and more!  The camp will run from 9:30 to 12:00 and include making and 
eating a nutritious lunch each day. The cost of each session is $250 per child.  The location of the camp will be 
near the Grosvenor Metro.  To express interest please email Laura Pajor at laurapajor@gmail.com with your 
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child's name, age and theme interest. Both teachers are also available for individual and small group academic 
tutoring. 
 *Responsible and fun babysitter wanted with a car for about 25 hours a week in the summer and 
occasional babysitting during the school year. If you know someone that is interested, please contact Erin at 
hzechiel@aol.com or 202-244-6786 to schedule an interview. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 For as long as I have been at Lafayette, each successive administration has announced that schools that 
demonstrated a history of academic success would be given ‘autonomy,’ or the ability to make local school 
decisions with a minimum of central office interference. I’ve been on various committees that looked at what 
autonomy would look like and how it would fit into the other DCPS regulations.  Models from other school 
districts were discussed.  For a few years Lafayette, along with several other schools, received additional federal 
funds to use with flexible spending as a designated high achieving school.  But with the continuous revolving 
door of leadership at the top of the school system, that grant money and discussion of autonomy disappeared.   
 In many ways, Lafayette has just taken ‘autonomy’ when it best fits our needs. I have very little trouble 
getting our budget and staffing plans passed, even when they don’t contain all the required positions. I have 
become very good at writing justifications for what we want to do and always get them approved. After staffing 
the school, there isn’t much money left over in the budget for much of anything except basic school supplies.  
It’s your help as members of the Home and School Association that get us so many of the extras. We use the 
adopted DCPS curriculum materials but have been supplementing them for as long as I have been here with 
extras like our Wordly Wise vocabulary series. Many of the novels your children study are selected by the 
teachers themselves and not from a DCPS list. Parent-teacher conference days are supposed to run from 12 
noon until 7 p.m. I let the teachers set their own schedules. As I have often said to many different people, it is 
very easy to go your own way in a dysfunctional school system. There really is no one to check up on you, and 
with our continued outstanding results, I’m not sure anyone really wants to upset what is happening at 
Lafayette. 
 At a February meeting, Lafayette was again identified as a school eligible for autonomy. Five areas were 
listed, budget, instructional programming, professional development, textbooks, and scheduling. Some things 
Lafayette already does will no longer need an approval process. No more budget petitions or staffing 
justifications, but we will still have to use the DC procurement process. We can have an arts integration school 
and arrange our own professional development activities, exactly what we are doing now. When a new textbook 
series is up for adoption, we can decide if that is the program we want to use or if there is another one that better 
meets our needs and get the funding for our choice. And setting our own conference day schedule or moving 
our professional development time to the late afternoon instead of December 21-22 which we did last winter 
will no longer need to go through the chancellor’s office. Or at least that is what was told me. So I submitted the 
application and we are waiting to hear when our school review will take place.   
 I told the staff that I really don’t see where much will change. Our partnership with the Kennedy Center 
will still be in place next year. We have already ordered next year’s copies of Wordly Wise. There are no new 
text materials up for adoption. We will continue to do what works at Lafayette. It will be nice though to have a 
little framed certificate hanging somewhere that does give us permission to make some of these changes and not 
worry about some downtown person walking through wondering what is going on here.  I can’t imagine that we 
won’t be chosen as an autonomous school. The designation won’t get us any additional money or staff.  But it 
will get us the recognition that this school knows how to plan, implement and achieve at the highest level for all 
its students. 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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This coupon entitles 
Lafayette Families to 20% off all white tag 750 ml wine purchases at 

Paul’s Liquor! 
(next door to Sur La Table on Wisconsin Avenue). 

Go Bears! 
 

How it works:  Use the discount on your purchases or request that the 20% be applied 
to a donation to Lafayette Elementary School. 

 


