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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 June 4 (Wed) – eScrip Thank You at Safeway, 4 pm 

June 5 (Thurs) – HSA General Meeting and Budget Approval, 7 pm, cafeteria 
June 6 (Fri) – Pre-K graduation, cafeteria 
June 6 (Fri) – Farewell party for Ms. Dorsey, Lafayette Park gazebo, 3:15 pm 

 June 10 (Tues) – 6th grade graduation, 9:30 am, cafeteria, reception immediately following 

June 10 (Tues) – Farewell party for Ms. Gaddy and Ms. Haigler, cafeteria, 3:15-5 pm 
June 12 (Thurs) – Last day of school, 12:15 pm dismissal 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Building a class, one student at a time (see page 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA – Linda Geen (lgeen@comcast.net) and John Katz (johnkatz@comcast.net)   
      We had a good meeting Thursday. Deal Principal Melissa Kim and Ana Hernandez, who will be the 
counselor for this year’s 4th graders who will be 6th graders at Deal in the fall of 2009, spoke about their plans 
for that transition. They also generally discussed how Deal operates, efforts to make Deal an international 
baccalaureate (IB) school, and the ongoing, full-scale renovation, which is scheduled to be completed by the 
end of the next school year. A number of parents asked thoughtful questions about life at Deal. During the next 
year, the HSA hopes to do what it can to ease the upcoming 6th grade transition. If anyone has ideas for things 
we can do, whether answering specific questions, presenting speakers from Deal or other experts on education, 
or anything else, please let us know.  
      We also elected next year’s HSA board, which will include John Katz and Diana Blitz as co-presidents, 
Brian Oakley as first vice-president, Peter Bloom as second vice president, Rita Brickman, secretary, 
Kate Mazza and Anna Callon, treasurers, Lisa Resch and Diana Rojas, ways and means, Nancy Golding, 
volunteers, Chris Berg, dues, Wendy Adler-Clemente and Jenny Murray, hospitality, Amy Murphy, outreach, 
Kimberly Cestari, environment, Lisa McLish, early childhood, and Michelle Buckman and Jennifer Vaughan, 
community representatives. 
      Our last general meeting of the year will be this Thursday at 7 pm. We will vote on next year’s budget and 
honor some of our volunteers. Please come if you can.  
 
FIELD DAY WAS A BLAST!  Margie McClure, PE Teacher 
The weather was perfect and the kids had a great time during this year’s smorgasbord of activities. A BIG 
THANK YOU to all the volunteers. Many people came and helped before school for the set up and many more 
ran stations for the three-hour session in the morning. It's a huge event to put on and volunteers play such an 
important role in the success of the day. Please know that I greatly appreciate the effort that everyone made to 
help with the day. So, thank you again and I look forward to next year’s event. 
  
TEACHER FAREWELL PARTIES! 
Come say a huge thank you and farewell to Ms. Gaddy, Ms. Haigler and Ms. Dorsey for their many years of 
devoted service to their Lafayette students and community.  

• Party for Ms. Gaddy & Ms. Haigler:  Tuesday, June 10, 3:15-5 pm, in the cafeteria/adjacent playground 

• Party for Ms. Dorsey:  Friday, June 6, 3:15 pm, Lafayette Park gazebo 
No need to RSVP, just spread the word to all current and former students, parents, faculty and friends. 
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SPRING RAFFLE UPDATE 
The Raffle Committee is pleased to announce the winners of 2008 Spring Raffle:  1st Place ($1,500) – Kathleen 
Hewlett, 2nd Place ($500) – Kim Ford, 3rd Place ($250) – Michele Dombo. In addition, Ms. Haigler’s 
kindergarten class won an end-of-the-year pizza party for selling the most raffle tickets. Congratulations to all 
of our winners and a great big “thank you” to everyone who bought and/or sold raffle tickets. This year’s raffle 
raised over $12,000 that will be used to support HSA programs and activities. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 

With fewer than 10 days remaining in this school year, we are busy making plans for School Year 
2008-2009. We know your children are ready to move on to the next grade. We can see how much they have 
grown, both socially and physically from where they started last August. This Friday, our pre-kindergarten 
children take the stage for their end of year celebration. The overnight class trips are finished for the year. The 
4th grade has one more day trip planned to Baltimore. We had two incredibly successful Field Days with 
probably the most perfect weather ever. All the class parties and picnics are on the calendar. And graduation 
clothes are being bought as the big day for our departing 6th graders is getting closer and closer. (Yeah!)  

Over the next few days, the teachers at Lafayette will begin planning classes for School Year 2008-2009. 
We have a very structured process that we feel works very well. Each sending grade meets with each receiving 
grade. Each and every student is discussed. Then comes the building of classes. Our aim is to build balanced 
groups of children with a good history of working together. So into each class go some independent workers 
along with those who need a little more assistance. A couple of live wires with some more reflective, 
introspective types. We look at evening up the number of boys and girls. We try to separate children who may 
have not been a good match this year. Throughout the process, the group is what is important. Although we 
have some surprises every year, on the whole we’ve found that if we get the group right, most everything else 
seems to fall into place.  

After the classes are built, the names of the students are put into teacher notebooks. A teacher name is 
assigned to each notebook. Nowhere in the process is a class built for a particular teacher. This year, Lafayette 
is planning on adding a fifth kindergarten teacher. We know of other teachers who are retiring and resigning. 
Some are changing grade levels. And although we think we know at this time which teachers and students are 
returning next fall, nothing is ever really set in stone. Teachers have had to resign in the summer. New families 
are buying all those houses for sale and bringing new students to Lafayette. We have chosen this method so that 
each teacher at Lafayette is given a group of students ready to work together. And although the primary grades 
may give us some surprises, by the intermediate grades we have this process down to a science. 

Many teachers comment to me that parents ask them about other teachers on staff. What is that teacher 
like? Is he or she a good fit for my child? When I was a teacher, I had teacher friends on staff. We talked about 
our students, families, and the administration. But we rarely if ever got to see each other actually teach. I was in 
my classroom and they were in theirs. I’ve learned that you can have a great year if the group dynamics work, 
and how one renegade student can upset the entire balance. And you can guarantee that a renegade student will 
get a perfect attendance award at the end of the year. And how this often happens at Lafayette, even with all the 
time and effort we put into making the groups just right. Children change so much over the summer. Students 
who were apart the year before now are in a class together and the sparks start to fly. New students arrive and 
upset the apple cart. But new classes have to be formed and this method seems to work the best for us.  

So enjoy the summer knowing that your child’s class is being created with all the best interests of the 
students in mind. Please don’t promise anyone a particular teacher. That may not happen. Just because one child 
in a family had a good year with a particular teacher, it was probably due more to the group than you might 
think. Our partnership with the Kennedy Center will be continuing with new artists coming to the classrooms. 
There will be new standards in the arts for our special teachers to start introducing as well as for our general 
classroom teachers to become acquainted with. The two areas working together are what make an arts 
integration school successful. Just know that in your child’s classroom next fall will be some children your child 
will like as friends, enjoy as classmates and who will be good learning partners. That is how we make the 
classes at Lafayette. With learning as the goal. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

* Summer tutoring available. Contact Dina Shapiro at dinays@comcast.net or 301-793-6782. 
 

* Nanny available. Our wonderful babysitter of 3 years is available in the morning and early afternoon. 
21 years old, bi-lingual, former au pair, great with kids of all ages, has her own car, and very careful driver. We 
would love to keep her for at least 2 afternoons per week, starting at 3:15 pm. This is an instant “share” 
arrangement because she has an 8 month old of her own – a very friendly baby – who comes with mom to work. 
Call me for more information (Claudia; 202-686-4211) or call Joanne directly at 240-688-3896. 
 

* DC Hoops Summer Basketball Camps. At Lafayette, August 11-15, August 18-22, $195/week, boys & girls 
ages 6-13, 9 am-3 pm, check website to register and for other dates and locations. www.hoopeducation.com 
 

* Seeking Mothers Helper. Need help weekday mornings with two children 11 and 5. Prefer teenager age 
14-17. Hours and pay negotiable. Please contact Kathleen Connors 202-364-7188 or kaconnors1@rcn.com 
 
* CREATE Summer Arts Camp in downtown Silver Spring for ages 6-12 (13-14 year olds can be CITs). 
One-week mini sessions June 9-13 and August 25-29. Two-week sessions from June 16-August 22. Camps are 
filling up. Before and after camp care available. And register now for the summer session of late afternoon and 
weekend arts classes that start in early July. Register at www.createartscenter.org or call 301-588-2787 for more 
information.  
 

* Nanny available. Our wonderful nanny of two years, Carolina is looking for a full time live out position 
starting in July. Our youngest is starting full day school in the fall and we will no longer need her full time. 
Carolina is very loving, conscientious, flexible, hard working and always on time. In addition to childcare, she 
prepared children's meals and took our children to their different activities. If you are interested, please call 
Carolina directly at 240-671-4122. She also drives and her first language is Spanish and would be an ideal 
nanny for a family looking for Spanish immersion.  
 
* Seeking childcare. We are looking for after school care for 4-year old twins who will be attending Pre-K at 
Lafayette this fall. We need help with picking up the kids from school and keeping them (at our home or 
elsewhere) until 5:30 pm. Email or call Ivanna and Mike Hollar at 202-537 6811 or ivannamike@starpower.net. 
 
* College grad available.  2007 college grad recently returned from one year of teaching elementary school 
English in France seeking summer employment.  Babysitting, house sitting, garden tending and/or pet care.  
Fluent in French. Contact Lindsay McDougall at lindsay.m.25@gmail.com or 202-320-2665. 
 
Next week will be the last Tuesday Bulletin for this school year. E-mail submissions for next week’s issue 

to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 

3:15 pm Friday.  

 


