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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 September 11 (Thursday) —New parent reception, 6:00 p.m., Back to School Night, 7:00 p.m. 
 September 18 (Thursday) —HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 September  25 (Thursday) —HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 October 3 (Friday) —Conference Day, no school 
 October 13 (Monday) —Columbus Day, no school      
 October 25 (Saturday) —Lafayette Block Party (note date change) 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – “What a lot happens the first week of school” (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents  
Welcome back to Lafayette! The HSA– more specifically, the Cafeteria Renovation Team– had a very busy 
summer, finishing the major components of the cafeteria project. Among other things, you will see a new floor, 
new lighting, fresh paint, installation of the student tiles, and demolition of the unattractive closets along the 
outside wall and construction of more functional, unobtrusive closets to the sides of the stage. We’ve already 
gotten a lot of compliments on the new space, particularly from the kids and staff. We will be considering a few 
finishing touches, such as shades that can be lowered to darken the room for movies and other presentations, 
and installing a permanent projector, so that the staff doesn’t have to lug one back and forth. We couldn’t have 
done any of this without our hardworking volunteers and the many folks who have contributed generously to 
our fundraising efforts. Take a bow, everyone! 
     By way of reminders, please promptly fill out your directory forms, extra copies of which are available in the 
main hall, so that can we meet the very tight deadline for getting the directory printed and out to you. Also, 
please join the HSA, to have a voice in our many activities, and contribute to our activities fund, which pays for 
projects like the cafeteria renovation, student publications, teacher and team grants, the salaries of teachers hired 
by the HSA (historically the art and music teachers), and classroom supplies and equipment that DCPS doesn’t 
provide. 
     Finally, we’re here to help. If you have questions or concerns or would like to know how to become one of 
Lafayette’s indispensable volunteers, contact one of us or any other HSA board member, by e-mail, by phone, 
or by leaving a note in one of our mailboxes, located in the Great Hall. Let’s have a great year! 
    

LAFAYETTE DIRECTORY AND FORMS 
We need your directory and dues forms as soon as possible to ensure that you don’t miss out on important 
school communications. While the deadline is September 19, we would love to get your forms right away. 
• Please complete and return your blue Directory form & yellow Dues form right now. You should have 

received them in your summer packet, with a return envelope. Extra Directory and Dues forms are available 
in the rack in the Great Hall.  We can send you the forms by e-mail for you to complete electronically, too.  
Send a note to berg@dc.net, or call her at 363-4859 with questions. 

• We urgently need your e-mail addresses for the Tuesday Bulletin.  The Directory will only be 
distributed on paper for a few more weeks.  After that, it will be sent to you by e-mail. Electronic 
delivery saves the HSA hundreds of dollars a week in printing costs. (A limited number of printed 
copies will be available in the Great Hall every Tuesday.) 

• Return forms to the blue “Dues and Directory” box on top of HSA filing cabinet in the Great Hall or 
mail/drop off to: Chris Berg, LHSA Dues and Directory, 3327 Quesada St. NW, Washington DC 20015.  
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FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-6 
Art classes are underway and already students are wowing me with wonderful summer art experience stories! 
Architecture, museums, classes… and more. 
     In the Lafayette art room we begin the year with a review of the elements and principles of design as seen 
through the art and eyes of Latino cultures and artists. September is Hispanic Heritage Month, so we are busy 
creating molas, amate bark cutouts, arpilleras, and South American gold sculpture. Students are also working on 
portraits Frida Kahlo-style, and looking at the elements in a Diego Rivera painting and other more 
contemporary Latino artists. 
     Please remember: Art days are sometimes messy days, and even though children wear smocks when we 
paint, students should wear old or dark-colored clothes on their art day. Also, there will be an opportunity to 
sign up to help in the art classroom at Back-to-School night during your classroom visit. 
     Thank you for all the visual richness you bring into your student’s lives, I feel so fortunate to be teaching 
your children! 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM BEGINS 
Lafayette Foreign Language Program applications are due Friday, September 12.  Don’t forget to sign up for 
classes in Spanish (grades 2-6) or French (grades 4-6) starting in October.   Classes meet on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings before school starts and cost $325 per year.  Some scholarships are available.  Applications 
were included in the HSA packet mailed to your home before school started but if you need a new application, 
please use the attached link or check the magazine rack in the Great Hall.  You may also contact the program 
coordinators: Julie Stewart at Julie@famm.org or 363-3193, and Claudia Tassara Radifera at 
chilemio@starpower.net.  
 
SALLY FOSTER GIFT WRAP FUNDRAISER 
It’s that time of year again.  The Sally Foster Gift Wrap fundraiser kicks off this week and catalogues will be 
sent home via backpack express.  Stock up on wrapping paper, hostess gifts and delicious chocolate treats.  
Encourage friends and family to do the same. 50% of these purchases will go to Lafayette.  Questions?  Contact 
Sara Durr at sarakufflerdurr@aol.com or Kim Gross at kimgross@gwu.edu. 
 
LAFAYETTE LUNCHTIME AND AFTERSCHOOL TENNIS BEGINS NEXT WEEK 
The Lunchtime program for 1st-6th-graders will begin on September 8 and run for 8 weeks.  Schedules will be 
set for each class based on other activities such as band that take place during lunch recess.  The Afterschool 
Tennis program will also begin on September 8th and run for 8 weeks.  Classes will be at 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. for 
players ranging in age from 4.5 to 14.  If your child is interested in tennis but has some dates already set with 
other activities or practices, please let me know as we may be able to work out schedule adjustments. Please go 
to www.LafayetteTennis.org to get a registration form for the Afterschool Tennis and/or the Lunchtime Tennis 
program. You can always contact me with questions at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com or at 441-0925.  

Lafayette Afterschool Tennis Program for Fall, 2008 
      
Dates:  Sep 8 – Oct 31 $120  for 8 wks 6 players per court 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
3:30 C1 Beg 4½-5 Beg 10-13 Beg 4½-5 Beg 4½-5 Adv Beg 10-13 
3:30 C2 Beg 6-7 Beg 6-7 Beg 6-7 Beg 6-7 Beg 6-9 
           
4:30 C1 Beg 6-9 Beg 6-10 Beg 4½-5 Beg 4½-5 Adv Beg 6-9 
4:30 C2 Beg 10-12 Adv Beg 10-13 Beg 10-13 Beg 6-9 Adv Beg 10-13 
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FROM THE TUESDAY BULLETIN EDITORS 
The Tuesday Bulletin is looking for another editor to compile Lafayette’s weekly school newsletter. This 
volunteer position requires several hours of work, once every five weeks. If you have had some experience 
editing, proofreading, and writing, and think this might be something you’d like to do, please contact Zelda 
Caldwell at zeldacaldwell@earthlink.net or call her at 244-6631.  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
What a lot happens the first week of school. On day one we finally get to activate all our students and this year 
the magic number we hit was 624. In all of you streamed, looking for the right place to meet your new teachers 
and by 9 a.m., everyone was with the right teacher in the right room and most parents were on their way home. 
There were very few tears this year. Most of our youngest students had visited Lafayette the Friday before 
school started and got to meet their teachers and see their classrooms. The fact that so many children now go to 
a pre-school program before coming to Lafayette also helps. Overall the first day started very smoothly. 
     All morning various classes took the school tour. Many stopped by the front office to say hello, and also 
visited the cafeteria, library and locating the health suite. Students were reminded that we walk through the halls 
in straight, quiet lines. We scheduled a morning break time for the older students and showed them where their 
line-up marks were for after lunchtime and Tuesday morning. In classroom after classroom activities were 
planned to let new classmates get to know each other. Sharing times with student-brought items, scavenger 
hunts and tablemate get-to-know sheets were part of the first day. Even in the upper grades where many 
students are starting their 7th or 8th year together, there were new students to meet and show the ropes. 
     Lunchtime was particularly exciting for our returning students. The new cafeteria was unveiled and there 
were lots of oohs and aahs. The new floor was noticed right away along with the new lights that make 
everything so much brighter. Then the paint colors along with the mounted art tiles made last year. We 
dramatically changed this year’s lunch/recess rotation for grades 1-6 to reduce the number of children on each 
playground area by about half and to better pair ages of students to move our lunch lines faster. There were the 
rules about throwing away trash to review as well as the quiet sign to practice. And everyone learned about the 
table washer job that each class has to have. Now if we could just get copies of the menus! 
    While grade level teachers were busy in their classrooms, special subject teachers were also busy planning a 
school master plan. Ms. Perll and the kindergarten teachers have a new special subject schedule with 28 periods 
a week for the PK and K classes to have art, music and physical education. Then came the grades 1-6 schedule. 
With 21 classes and 3 specials each, 63 different class times had to be placed on that schedule. After that came 
library visits, special education services, and English language learner support. After we spend the next two 
weeks getting some baseline testing data in place in reading and math, the reading and math specialists plug 
themselves in with classroom counselor visits and the Peace Initiative program in grades 3-5. It’s quite a job to 
meet everyone’s wants and wishes. 
    And then there was the end of the day pick up, trying to match lost parents with their exactly-where-they-
should-be children. “Where does the first grade, second grade, etc. get let out?” Well, it depends upon the 
classroom location with some children coming out the front and others out the back. But eventually every child 
was matched with someone to take him or her home and calm returned to Lafayette. 
    The week continued with our first fire drill, indoor recess day, rain day line-up and the start of special 
subjects for all grade levels. The first Golden L’s of the year were awarded. Grade level assemblies were held in 
the Great Hall. Lunchtime scrapes and bumps were treated in the clinic by our new nurse, Sandra Fuller. Some 
children left early for doctor’s appointments and others arrived late. Our first new library books of the year 
arrived and were processed and on display by Friday. Workbooks were passed out and math journals were 
started. On Friday our blue folders started their weekly trips home crammed full of announcements, flyers and 
permission sheets. And the robo-call system started getting its workout for the year.   
     So unlike most Friday afternoons when lots of teachers stay late to make sure they are ready for the 
following week, by 6 p.m. everyone was gone. We had had a very busy time and were looking forward to the 
three-day weekend. We had taught our first week’s lessons well. And our students had been very quick learners. 
So welcome back to the 2008-2009 school year. Where lots of exciting things will be happening each week at 
Lafayette. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*House needed to rent. Lafayette family of four looking for house rental in the neighborhood for 10-12 months 
during home renovation project. Non-smokers and no pets. Project to begin in early fall. Please contact us at 
362-6208 if you need house-sitters or renters. 
*Babysitter needed. Lafayette family with two girls (ages 6 and 8) looking for a responsible babysitter with a 
car to pick up at 3:15 p.m. two days per week, drive to an after school activity, help with homework and care 
for the girls in our home until 7 pm.  Must have a clean driving record and references. Excellent compensation. 
Please contact LaVerne Canady 237-1178 or canadyL@comcast.net. 
*Soccer registration. Darryl Gee Soccer for 6-7 year olds. 9 spaces remain! Lafayette upper field-Wednesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 8 weeks, 9/17/08-11/12/08. Registration and $115 fee due by 9/3/08. Please contact: 
Michela Silvia at 309-3940 or MichelaSilvia@rcn.com. 
*Piano lessons. Experienced teacher, Peabody graduate and European-trained, has openings this fall for 
children and adults, all levels. Studio near Van Ness metro. Call Ruth Rose at 362-2493. 
  
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 p.m. Friday. 


