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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 11 (Thursday) —New parent reception, 6:00 p.m., Back to School Night, 7:00 p.m. 
September 18 (Thursday) —HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
September 25 (Thursday) —HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
October 3 (Friday) —Conference Day, no school 
October 13 (Monday) —Columbus Day, no school 
October 25 (Saturday) —Lafayette Block Party   
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –Something for Everyone at Back to School Night (see p. 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 
This Thursday, September 11th, is our treasured Back to School Night at Lafayette. We start the evening with an 
HSA-hosted New Parents’ Reception at 6:00, followed by Back to School Night for all parents at 7:00. This is a 
great night to meet your child’s teacher and your fellow parents in the class. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
view the bulletin boards in the classroom, to notice how our children are engaged, and to browse through 
displayed books.  Very importantly, it’s also a time to ask how you can volunteer in the classroom. Lafayette 
teachers are receptive to parents, who enrich their students’ education by reading to the class, sharing a great 
trip to an exotic country, assisting with a writing workshop, helping in the art room, chaperoning a field trip, or 
just helping out in any way that is needed. It’s a perfect way to better understand what goes on in your child’s 
day.  Most of all, please remember to come home and share your excitement with your child. They love to hear 
how much you love their classroom. We’re looking forward to seeing you Thursday! 
 
SEND IN THOSE DIRECTORY FORMS! 
Thanks to the 240 families who have completed and returned their Lafayette directory and dues forms already!  
This means that about 200 families have not returned their forms. Your family will be left out of the directory 
unless you complete and return a new form every year. Why? 

1) Because it’s amazing how many people get new e-mail addresses and phone numbers from one year to 
the next. Without your new form, we can’t verify that the information in our database is still correct— 
or, if you’re new, no way to add you to the database. 

2) The directory is a publication of the Home and School Association, and we aren’t allowed to get your 
contact information from the school office.  

3) We need your forms as soon as possible due to a shortened printing schedule this year. 
4) We need your e-mail addresses so that you can receive the Tuesday Bulletin when delivery goes 

electronic in just a few weeks. 
How to turn in Lafayette directory and dues forms: 

In the summer packet you were mailed just before school started, there is a two-sided blue directory form, a 
yellow dues form, and a return envelope for you to use.  If you need forms, pick them up from the Great Hall of 
the school, or contact Chris Berg at 363-4859, berg@dc.net.  She will e-mail you the forms to be completed and 
returned via computer.  You can also leave them in the Dues and Directory box on top of the HSA’s filing 
cabinet in the Great Hall, or send by mail. 
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Advertise in the Professional Services Directory 
Located in the back section of the Lafayette Directory, the Professional Services Directory (PSD) section lets 
smaller, home-based workers or freelancers, such as landscapers, organizers, accountants, editors/writers, 
decorators, errand runners, etc. to advertise for just $15. We know from last year that advertising here pays off. 
The PSD is a great way to link up businesses with folks in our Lafayette community who need services.   
Interested? Contact Chris Berg ASAP at berg@dc.net / 363-4859 
 
 
FROM THE MUSIC ROOM – Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher 
Let the instrument playing begin!  We have kicked off the new school year with band and percussion ensemble 
for beginners and for returning students.  4th, 5th and 6th graders are strumming guitars and learning notes and 
chords and 2nd and 3rd graders are reviewing rhythms and notes of the Treble Clef.  I am feverishly trying to 
learn names to go with faces in 1st grade, as this is the first group I have not taught all the way from Pre-K, so 
we are doing some 'getting to know you' songs. 

Beginning Band is off to a great start, with about 50 4th and 5th graders signing up for lunchtime band and 
about 15 students signing up for lunchtime percussion class.  If there are any more students who missed the 
meeting last week, but would still like to participate this year, you are more than welcome!  Stop by and see 
Mrs. Stump in the music room for more information or come to band class tomorrow at 12.   

As a reminder to parents and students:  If you are participating in band, you will come to the music room at 
the 12:00 bell be sent to lunch in the cafeteria at 12:30.  If you are participating in Percussion Ensemble, you 
will go straight to the cafeteria to eat lunch at the 12:00 bell and you will come to the music room at 12:30 for 
class  (That means you get a nice long lunch period, but no outside time). There are special lunch tables set up 
for band and percussion students. 

Calling all coffee cans!  If you can donate your empty coffee cans to the African Ensemble cause, the 6th 
graders, Ms. McLaughlin and I would really appreciate it.  Once again we will be turning your old cans into 
works of art for our May performance. Just drop them off in the music room anytime.  Thanks! 
 
FROM THE ART ROOMS – Laurie McLaughlin and Andrea Perll, Art Teachers 
As you already know, we live in a city rich with arts experiences for children. We know many Lafayette 
families are eager to take advantage what DC has to offer. Among the not-to-miss opportunities coming up this 
Fall: 

• Kennedy Center Open House Arts Festival is coming up this Saturday 9/13 beginning at noon. 
Details at  http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/festivals/prelude/openhouse.cfm  Don’t miss this 
amazing opportunity for free performing arts experiences. (Also save 11/1 for the KC’s Multicultural 
Children’s Book festival.)  

•  Kids @ the Katzen presents children 5 and up w/ activities relating to current exhibitions and 
performances at AU. Visit www.amaerican.edu/museum/family for more info. Sunday 9/21 and Sunday 
11/16 @ 1:00.  

• Imaginasia @ the Sackler “Down By the Sea Shore” is a hands-on workshop for ages 8-14 exploring 
the pastel drawings of Dwight Tyron and the photographer Hiroshi Sugimoto. No reservations necessary 
2 PM Sat 9/27 & 10/3 and Sundays 9/28 and 10/4. Visit www.asia.si.edu for more info.  

• The Phillips Collection, The Native American Museum, The American Art Museum, The African Art 
Museum, The Renwick, The Portrait Gallery, and others all have hands on family workshops 
periodically. I recommend getting on their mailing list or bookmarking their web sites to keep posted on 
their current offerings. 

Looking forward to seeing you Thursday at back to school night- don’t forget to sign up to help in the art room! 
  
ORCHESTRA OPEN HOUSE AND INSTRUMENT PETTING ZOO 
On Saturday, September 13, 9am-12 pm, come learn more about the DC Youth Orchestra and check out the 
instruments. DCYOP offers beginning, intermediate, and advanced music instruction for 
ages 4½-19 for a wide variety of instruments. Fall semester starts the week of 
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September 15. For more information and/or registration forms: call 202-723-1612, e-mail info@dcyop.org or 
visit www.dcyop.org.   DCYOP is held at Coolidge High School in NW, 15 min from Lafayette.  
 
SPRING AUCTION.... ALREADY?  
The auction isn't until March, but we are getting an early start on our planning this year, and we hope to recruit 
a couple volunteers to help with front-loading!  Looking to get involved, but don't like making 
calls and asking for stuff?  Are you Excel-literate, and would rather do your school volunteering at night at the 
computer?  Too busy to volunteer in the spring, but want something to do in the fall?  We need you!  We need 
help with database management and mail merging/sending of solicitation letters! Contact auction co-chairs: 
Julie Maner  (julie.maner@verizon.net) or Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) 
 
CUB SCOUT ENROLLMENT 
Pack 52 is kicking-off another exciting year filled with fun, including a Pinewood derby and outdoor camping 
trips, with a Join Scouting Night at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, September 9, at All Saints Church, 3 Chevy Chase 
Circle, Chevy Chase, MD. Sign up forms and additional information will be made available.  Program dues are 
$75 for the year. The first monthly Pack Meeting and Sʼmores Roast will be on Tuesday, September 23, at 
Candy Cane City in Rock Creek Park.  All new and returning Cub Scouts and their parents should plan on 
attending, and forms and dues payments will also be accepted that night. Questions?  Contact Cub Master Steve 
Surko (H: 301-656-5004, C: 202-271-9542, Stephen.surko@1982.usna.com). 
 
EXTRA BOGGLE GAME? 
There is interest in starting a 5th and 6th grade Spelling/Vocabulary club to meet on Fridays during the regular 
silent reading time.  We are looking for any Scrabble, Boggle or other word games you may be able to donate to 
the school for the students to use during club meetings.  Contact Ms. Echave if you can help. 

 
Save the Date! 

Lafayette Night Out  
At  

Senor Pepper 
Wednesday, October 1 

7 to 11 
Happy Hour-Priced Margaritas and Half-Price Appetizers 

Cocktails served by Lafayette Moms and Dads  
All bar tips benefit Lafayette HSA 

(If you would like to volunteer for a one-hour shift serving cocktails 
 please contact Laura Scalzo: 364-5085/ljscalzo@msn.com) 

  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
As a parent I loved attending Back to School Night.  For weeks I had been hearing about the new teachers my 
children had and listened to their stories about the new classrooms. With children spaced two years apart, one 
often followed the other into the same classroom, and their opinions of their teachers were often completely 
different.  It was at that point that I decided while the teacher was a big factor in the classroom, the classmates 
also had their place in the equation. 

As a teacher I loved presenting at Back to School Night.  For weeks I had been hearing about my students’ 
parents. Whether they helped with homework or not, or if they were interested in what was going on in school.  
When faced with a situation that could use some parent input, I carefully watched my students’ faces when I 
told them I would be calling their parents.  Some expressed complete terror and begged me not to, while others 
were so cavalier.  So on that evening in late September, there the parents were— or were not as the case might 
be.  I loved putting a real parent face to the child I was going to be spending so much of my time with that year. 
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As a principal, I love Back to School Night, too.  For me it is a fairly easy evening.  After the initial words 
of welcome in the cafeteria, to a packed crowd, the parents head off to the classrooms and I watch all of you 
trying to find your children’s’ classrooms along with the other 1000 parents present.  About all I have to do for 
the rest of the evening is to make the announcements letting you know that the first session is over and then a 
second one later asking you to head back home.  

This Thursday night we invite you to our Back to School night.  Our teachers will be in their classrooms, 
letting you see what their rooms look like now that activities have been taking place for the past two weeks.  
You will see some math and writing displays.  In PK there are examples of learning about shapes and colors.   
We have our first art bulletin boards up in the Great Hall.  Many classes have All About Me displays. Summer 
projects are on display with silly hats in second grade along with some early student created silly stories.  Our 
youngest students have been dictating short selections on what they want to learn this year.  What I did or did 
not do last summer stories are on team 3.  And you will get to see the new cafeteria space with its wonderful 
lighting and cheerful colors.   

This is a night to talk about the class and grade programs as a whole.  We know you are especially 
concerned about your kid/s, but this is not a night for individual conferences.  You will be getting brief 
overviews of the upcoming year and what to expect at each grade level.  Not everything is written in stone yet.  
For example, we are waiting for some information from Deal Middle School that will prepare both our 5th and 
6th grade students for next year’s transitions.    

So we are looking forward to seeing you Thursday night at 7:00 p.m.  We know you want to see your 
child’s classroom, teachers, and fellow parents.  We also want to see you, and send information to you about 
homework and special projects.  About our expectations for the year and how you can help.  We want to put a 
parent face to our students as much as you want to put a teacher face to your child.  So welcome to Lafayette 
Back to School Night.  An evening of learning for all. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Sitter needed: Babysitter needed on Mondays 3:45 - 6:00 for 2 boys ages 5 & 8.  Very close to 
Lafayette school.  Please contact Maria at 686 7378 or mariapetaros@aol.com. 

• Sitter needed: CHILD CARE NEEDED every Wednesday from 3-9:30 pm for two Lafayette students 
(5 ½ and 9).  Will need to pick up my kids from school, walk home, do homework/dinner/bedtime.  Pay 
is $100 per week.  Car a plus. Contact Andrea at 202/251-7633 paterkim1@starpower.net. 

• Sitter needed: I need a sitter who can pick up my Kindergarten daughter and stay until about 6:15 
p.m. school days, and if possible sit for her on school closings. Contact Karen Daniels    202-285-0389 
(c) or 202-616-7352 (w) 

• Sitter Available: Sitter available Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 2:30pm on.  Sonia is loving, 
trustworthy, reliable and can drive.  Her first language is Spanish; her English is OK.  One draw back: 
Sonia is only available through the end of November.  For more information call 240-784-6229 or email 
liecse@yahoo.com. (for reference, contact Jessica Goldstein 744-6683 or jessgoldstein@mac.com) 

• Sitter Available: My wonderful nanny of 7 years is looking for a full-time position. Jamaican born, she 
is a US citizen and speaks English – she come with my highest recommendation. Interested? Call 
Angella, 202/390-4449 or 202/291-0590.  

• 2008 DC Family Education Expo Sunday 9/13 9am-4:30pm. At McKinley Technical High School. 
More information at www.osse.dc.gov 

• Help Wanted: Office assistant needed to answer phones and keep my growing firm organized.  We are 
a Residential Remodeling and Interior Design Consulting firm but no experience is necessary in those 
fields.  Need someone approximately 20-25 hour a week and can be completely flexible with time and 
scheduling with the school year.  Contact Cindy McClure 202-537-0060. 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


