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MARK YOUR CALENDAR   
September 18 (Thursday) —HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
September 19 (Friday) —Lafayette Directory forms due 
September 22 (Monday) —Sally Foster orders due 
September 24 (Wednesday) —HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m., (note date change) 
October 1 (Wednesday) —Lafayette Night Out at Senor Pepper  
October 3 (Friday) —Conference Day, no school 
October 13 (Monday) —Columbus Day, no school 
October 25 (Saturday) —Lafayette Block Party 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lafayette, much more than beige (see page 2)  
 
FROM THE HSA –   John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 
  It was great seeing so many of you at the New Parent Reception and Back to School Night last Thursday.  As Ms. 
Main notes in her column, the Lafayette staff spent a lot of time over the summer painting and otherwise refurbishing the 
school.  For a building that’s not on DCPS’s renovation schedule until about 10 years from now, Lafayette looks pretty 
good.  That’s not to suggest that there aren’t significant repairs to be made – someday we’ll get the outside drains fixed so 
that we don’t get leaks onto the gym floor -- but the dedication of the Lafayette community continues to make the best of 
our aging physical plant.                              
 One of the highlights of the evening was holding the first major event in our newly renovated cafeteria.  The new 
floor and lighting, the repainted walls and ceiling, the new closets, the student tiles, and the restored stage and sound 
system have turned a formerly grubby eyesore into something we can be proud of.  It wouldn’t have happened without the 
hard work and generosity of parents, school staff, and other friends of Lafayette.  We particularly want to thank the people 
who gave their time and expertise to plan and supervise the project:  Steve Agostino, Maria Lasser, Jeff Jacobson, Kristin 
Willsey, Larry Walke, Nancy McCarren, Michelle Dombo, Barbara Noguera, and Chris Gracey.  Ms. Main and George 
Young also provided invaluable help.  Great job, everyone. 
 
LAST CALL FOR DIRECTORY FORMS 
 The deadline for directory forms is this Friday, September 19. Completed forms should be placed in the blue box on 
top of the HSA filing cabinet in the Great Hall. Our goal is to include 100% of Lafayette families in the directory. We are 
nearly there. Don’t be left out! 
 The summer packet you received before school started contains a two-sided blue directory form, a yellow dues form, 
and a return envelope for you to use.  If you don’t have the forms and envelope, please pick them up from the kiosk rack 
in the Great Hall of the school, or call Chris Berg at 363-4859, or e-mail berg@dc.net.  We can e-mail the forms to you or 
send them home via backpack. 
 
LAST CALL FOR DIRECTORY ADVERTISING 
 Every household at Lafayette gets a free copy of the directory. Advertisements in the directory help to offset the 
substantial costs related to producing and printing it. Please consider buying an ad to help out! 
 There is still time to send in your ad for the Professional Services Directory and the Babysitter’s Guide, published in 
the Lafayette Directory. These are affordable and effective ways to sell your services to the Lafayette community. Call 
Chris Berg at 363-4859, or e-mail berg@dc.net for more information. 
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SALLY FOSTER 
 Don’t forget to hand in your Sally Foster order by September 22.  Encourage friends and family to do the same.  
Order online by following these easy steps to ensure that Lafayette gets credit for your purchase: 

1. Go to www.sallyfoster.com 
2. Add items to cart 
3. When you are ready to check out, the site will automatically direct you to the Seller/Group credit page.  Select 

Group/Account Number 
4. Enter Lafayette’s account number: 499222 
5. Follow the prompts to complete your purchase 

Questions? Contact Sara Durr (sarakufflerdurr@aol.com) or Kim Gross (kimgross@gwu.edu). 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 When I arrived at Lafayette, the only way to describe the color scheme at the school was beige one and beige two.  
Everywhere you looked variations on the color beige.  If you go into the stairwells of the old part of the school you can 
still remains of that stimulating environment. I was used to elementary schools painted in bright child friendly colors.  
Blues, yellows, greens and reds.  I had never been in one that was beige.  Mr. Young and I started talking color and I 
learned about the ‘approved ‘DCPS palette.  I visited other DC schools and learned that maybe beige wasn’t so bad in 
comparison to some of the strange greens I saw.  But the beige in the Great Hall had to go and so with a donation of paint 
from the Home and School Association, one winter break the Great Hall was painted the school colors of blue and yellow.   
 Over the past few years, the painting at Lafayette has continued.  All the student restrooms were repainted, girls in 
yellow, boys in blue.  Some team entrances got a touch of color as well as the hallway out to early childhood.  Bill Cordes 
redid our front doors in a navy blue.  I received some comments from DCPS facilities visitors about how they didn’t 
realize that these colors were on the approved list, but I just feigned ignorance and instead talked up how much brighter 
and child centered everything looked.  And in my head I thought how the approved door colors were really inappropriate 
for the front of our colonial school and how much better the blue looked. 
 This past summer we have again been painting.  We were teamed with the local W.C. & A.N. Miller and Long and 
Foster Real Estate office as part of the buff and scrub project.  When their representative came over to talk with us about a 
project they could do, the first thing Mr. Young thought about was paint.  If they could just provide us with some paint, 
we could take care of the labor in house.  So paint it was, lots and lots of paint.  And again our custodians provided the 
labor.  Bathrooms were redone if needed and several of the boy’s bathrooms needed it.  As you walk through the older 
classroom wings, you now see touches of color.  Mrs. Murphy had the kitchen repainted and miracle of miracles, the color 
scheme perfectly matched her new set of nutrition posters this year.  She was so excited to have been remembered this 
way.  Various teachers have been painting their own classrooms over time, and more were done this summer.   We’re not 
done yet.  The paint crew has moved on to the early childhood wing where soon you will also see splashes of color on the 
columns and walls. 
 The last time I saw the Mayor, he asked me where I was on the renovation list.  I told him 2018, and believe me, I 
will not be here in 2018.  He told me that a plan was in the works to move up that timetable and to expect that 
improvements would be coming sooner.  I hope so.  But I know there are schools with much more pressing needs than 
Lafayette and much can happen in the next few years to delay work here.  But I also know that being at Lafayette means 
that we don’t always wait for downtown to get involved.  We would not have the library and cafeteria/auditorium we have 
if we waited for downtown.  We would not have repainted bathrooms and classroom areas.  We would still be stuck in a 
building full of approved colors.  And while you may look good in beige, I don’t.  And neither do elementary schools.  So 
thank you W.C. & A.N. Miller and Long and Foster, our Lafayette parents and to the custodial staff at Lafayette for 
making us so colorful this year.  Blue and yellow are our school colors.  Go, Lafayette, Go. 

 
Save the Date! 

Lafayette Night Out 
At 

Senor Pepper 
Wednesday, October 1, 7 to 11 

Happy Hour-Priced Margaritas and Half-Price Appetizers 
Cocktails served by Lafayette Moms and Dads 

All bar tips benefit Lafayette HSA 
(If you would like to volunteer for a one-hour shift serving cocktails 

please contact Laura Scalzo: 364-5085/ ljscalzo@msn.com) 
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THE COUNSELOR'S CORNER –   Rashida Mosby, School Counselor 
Greetings Lafayette family and welcome back to a wonderful, busy, productive, and promising year at Lafayette! 
 What is Character? Character is: crying when things are new, frustrating, scary, and overwhelming; smiling when 
you really are unsure of what to do or think; helping someone find their way amidst the chaos, fog, and confusion of a 
new building, day, or event; leading a new person, maybe even by the hand to their destination; putting in extra hours to 
ensure everything and everyone is covered and taken care of; letting down your guard in a crowd of unfamiliar faces; 
jumping right into the routines, programs, services, schedules, and expectations even after a long break from 
responsibility.  Character is what I have seen and heard while moving through the halls of Lafayette in these first few 
weeks of school in the actions and reactions of our boys and girls and our staff.  Character is: WHAT WE DO WELL here 
at Lafayette.  And the question, “what is character?” is being explored by the students throughout the month of September 
as we prepare for another year of character education and being safe, kind, responsible, and working hard. 
 I am delighted to be back this year especially in the midst of so many system wide changes which has included the 
excess of many of my elementary school counselor counterparts.  Amidst such a LARGE family and community, I have 
relished in the many personal relationships I have been able to form and nurture with you and particularly the students in 
the short time I have been on board here at Lafayette.  THANK YOU SO MUCH for your support of me.  I look forward 
to sharing specifics with you about the counseling program, services, and activities at the general HSA meeting on the 
24th.  I have received the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth brochures which I am eager to share, have students 
who are ready to jump on board with the character club, and am anxious to get away from the adults in the building, that I 
have so closely interacted with over the first few weeks and get into the classrooms of the boys and girls who keep me 
smiling, to do some “life learning”.  I’m happy to be back. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Adult women's recreational soccer:  Calling Lafayette moms!!!  Come out and play soccer!  This is not for 
professionals - just women who want to get a work-out while having fun with a bunch of other women in a team 
atmosphere.   We play on the upper field at Lafayette on Thursday nights from 6:00-7:00 and it's been great fun!   And 
don't worry if you can't get there right at 6:00.  We're very flexible - so just come when you can. Please let me know if you 
are interested and would like to be added to the contact list:   Kathy Crawford at 363-1869 or at crawford.kathy@epa.gov. 
* LOST:  14k gold charm bracelet lost in Friendship Heights, Chevy Chase or at Lafayette.  Priceless in its 
sentimentality.  Reward offered.  Please contact:  Michelle Dolge 966-0235 or michelle@dolgefamily.com. 
* Babysitter and house cleaner available.  Experienced babysitter available for evenings and weekends.  Great with 
babies and children of all ages.  Also available for house cleaning.  Please call Mary at 244-0301 or 230-2337.  
* 6th Grade Drama Club forming now!  Join us for theatre games and improv on the cafeteria stage every Wednesday 
afternoon from 3:30-4:15, starting on September 24th.  The club is being run by Allyson Currin (Kate and Margaret 
Stokes' mom) who is an area playwright/actress, and who teaches in the Theatre Dept. at GWU.  There is no fee - we just 
want members who are ready to have some fun.  Space is limited; sign up via email at allycact@yahoo.com. 
* After School Basketball classes by HoopEd are back at Lafayette Elementary School. Join the coaching team that 
brought you DC Hoops Camps at Lafayette this past summer for weekly after basketball classes. Classes begin the week 
of September 22nd and will run for 8 weeks. 1st through 3rd graders will meet on Tuesdays and 4th through 6th graders will 
meet on Thursdays. To register, check the After School Basketball section of the website at www.hoopeducation.com. For 
questions contact HoopEd Director Jonathan Scribner at jonathan@hoopeducation.com or call him at 431-9780. See you 
on the courts! 
* Boy Scout Enrollment: If your son is 11 or in the 6th grade and likes hiking and camping, Boy Scout Troop 90 is for 
him!  The troop meets every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament parish hall, 3630 Quesada Street, N.W., and 
features monthly outdoor activities as well as opportunities for leadership and community service.  Boys of all religious 
faiths are welcome.  Annual dues are $115.  Bring your son by on any Wednesday evening to check things out, or contact 
Scoutmaster Rich Kolm h: 301-651-0359, c: 301-651-0359, rbkolm@mindspring.com for more information. 
  
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin 
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   


