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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 13 (Monday) –  Columbus Day, no school   
October 25 (Saturday) – Lafayette Block Party , 3:00-5:30 p.m. 
October 31 (Friday) – Halloween Parade and parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal  
November 11 (Tuesday) – Veterans Day, no school  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –Lafayette becomes full partner with Kennedy Center arts program (see page 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz, HSA co-president 
Señor Pepper— a hit! This week the HSA sends a special thank you to Laura Scalzo who organized a Lafayette 
HSA fundraiser at Señor Pepper's on Connecticut Avenue. Laura recruited parent volunteers to serve drinks and 
hordes of Lafayette parents, teachers, and friends used this occasion as a fantastic excuse to party on a 
Wednesday night. Señor Pepper donated all tips (thank you, thank you) to the HSA, thus Laura and her crew 
raised $1076.00 with no overhead. We all thank you so much and look forward to future opportunities to enjoy 
our Lafayette friends and give money to our school. 
    Another thank you to the new and improved Broad Branch Market! They prepared and donated wonderful 
lunches to all Lafayette teachers this past Friday for parent/teacher conferences. I know the teachers were 
thrilled and we totally appreciate this very neighborly generosity. Welcome back to the Lafayette community! 
 
LAFAYETTE INVITATIONAL A SUCCESS  –Coach Bob Thurston 
Colmar Manor Park, October 2— The Lafayette Invitational Cross Country Meet was another big success, with 
28 teams and nearly 200 runners competing in the various divisions. Once again Lafayette Boys and Lafayette 
Girls came home as elementary division champions, the boys beating Payne ES by a 22 to 39 score (lowest 
score wins), and the girls scoring 18 points to Stuart Hobson’s 39.   
     Will Oakley won the boys’ race in a time of 13:24 to lead in our top seven: Alex Ganote , 3rd; Kevin 
Merriam, 5th; Colin Trinity, 6th; Aaron Lewter, 7th; Nick Girdis,  8th; and Nick Neptune in 9th. Also 
completing this 3.1 km course in fine style were Ryan Katz, 10th; Alex Joyce-Johnson, 11th; Jonah 
Merriam, 12th; Alexei Girdis, 13th; Stephen Berg, 14th; Daniel Katz, 15th; Nathan Kovar, 16th; Eric 
Meade, 17th; Belize Saunders, 18th; Sam Meroney, 19th; Carl Johnson, 20th; Chris Wiggins, 22nd; Adam 
Schauer, 23rd; Erik Schofer, 24th; Cameron Sullivan, 26th; Sean Pendergast, 27th; Jacob Riegel, 28th; 
Nick Pomper, 30th; Deloniel McCombs, 32nd; and Stuart Landis, 34th. 
     Leading our girls to victory was Kristina Colevas, individual winner in a time of 15:22. Kristina was closely 
followed by Rose Marshall in 2nd place and Liana Moore Butler in 3rd place. Completing our top 7 were 
Sahna Sabbakhan, 7th; Ruby Shevlin, 10th; and Quiana Ford, 11th place. We are proud of the rest of our 
girls’ team as well: Malayna Nesbitt, 13th; Nia Crawford, 14th; Maisy Dombo, 17th; Reshma 
Ramakrishnan, 18th; and Jamahri Sydnor, 21st.  
     The meet would not have worked out had it not been for the many gracious volunteers, including Sam 
Saunders, Anne Colevas, Dean Girdis, Lisa Oakley, John Shovelan, Chris Berg, Michele Dombo, Louis 
Ford, Luke Albee, Dale and Carrie Johnson; “graduated parents” Susan Ullman, Lorraine Miller, and 
Dakarai Kearney; and folks from other schools as well. Erin De Jonckheere and Lauren Shapiro did great 
work in the “timing pit”, and Principal Lynn Main once again cast caution to the winds and spent the afternoon 
and evening on a wind-blown hill, churning out results, keeping the papers from blowing away, dealing with 
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hundreds of questions, and keeping our meet headquarters functioning. Thanks to all the volunteers and 
congratulations to our runners! 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
We had been a participant in the Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) program at the Kennedy Center 
for the previous three school years, but after demonstrating our commitment to the program and hosting the 
Washington area principals’ site visit in April, the director of CETA, Amy Duma, called and asked if we 
wanted to become a full partner school. We jumped at the chance and have busily started the professional 
development parts of the partnership.  
     In August Melanie Layne, the arts integration supervisor from Baileys Elementary School in Fairfax County, 
came and did a workshop on what current research is saying about the effects of arts integration on the learning 
of children in school. How learning through the arts increases creativity in children, how it helps them 
understand multiple points of view, how it supports learning through many different modalities. Melanie had 
been here last year with a workshop on documenting learning through the arts and many of our bulletin board 
displays last spring were designed after learning about how to show the process of what we are doing and not 
just the final product. We hope to have her back this year to share other ideas with us on how Baileys uses other 
methods of communicating just what is happening in classrooms to parents and the community. 
     The next two weeks will be busy ones for several of our grade level teams as they start their workshops with 
Kennedy Center artists and get to visit other schools this year and see what is happening across the Washington 
area. One team will be studying how to improve writing skills by using artwork to help children with 
visualizing what they want to say before writing. A second one will be developing additional skills in using 
curriculum-based reader’s theater. A third team will be using movement, music and sounds in helping children 
improve story comprehension. Finally, a planning team will be heading out to look at where we are in using the 
arts to teach the core curriculum and where do we want to be in the next few years. Unlike in the past where we 
had full-day workshops here at Lafayette, these are multiple session courses that will go into each art area in 
greater depth. Visits to other schools will be a part of the program for participating teachers. That is part of what 
makes this year different as a full CETA school. 
     Later this year some of our favorite visiting artists will be back working in classrooms with the teachers and 
the children. We will still be doing some classroom museum projects. After working with Marcia Daft, I don’t 
think the third grade will ever give up their introduction to fractions unit using her strategies that connect 
fractions to music patterns. Plans are already underway for the Native American Powwow in November for the 
fourth grade. The building is already full of displays related to the celebration of Hispanic heritage month. 
Many of you got to see some of what our art specialists do at the last HSA meeting. Soon you will be hearing 
about opportunities to visit the school and attend student “informances” as they demonstrate their knowledge. 
      Last Wednesday, as the students were leaving the building, I heard one very excited 5th-grader talking to 
her mother. “We’re going to start the Underground Railroad unit next week,” was what she had to share. And 
what a unit it is. Math activities using rotations, tessellations and reflections as the students learn about patterns 
in quilts. Coded message songs in music and reading class. Learning about symbolism and patterns in poetry. 
Something this student had gotten to see last school year and was now excited to be doing the same projects 
herself. So are we glad to be a CETA school? You bet. For the teachers’ professional development, for the new 
ways to look at what we do, for the new strategies we have learned. We have benefited from all those. But also 
for the excitement CETA has brought to our students as they learn through drama, art and music. As they act 
out stories and not just read them. As they discover so much more to look at when seeing a painting or drawing. 
We love being a CETA school. It makes all of us at Lafayette just a little more special. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Babysitter available. Our babysitter is looking for a full- or part-time opportunity in the Lafayette 
neighborhood. She has worked with 2 families in the area during the last 12 years. Please contact Emelita 
Acuna directly at 703-969-1193. 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   


