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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
October 25 (Saturday) – Lafayette Block Party 3:00-5:30 p.m. 
October 31 (Friday) – Halloween Parade and parties, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
November 11 (Tuesday) – Veterans Day, no school 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – An Ode to Our Reading and Math specialists 
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz, HSA co-president (johnkatz@comcast.net)   
We are very lucky at Lafayette to have some of the most dedicated, skilled volunteers around.  This year we’ve 
been doing our best to recognize the difficult economic times by setting realistic fundraising goals and by 
helping Lafayette in some new ways, such as supplementing the money raised through class fees by making 
extra funds available to Ms. Main to defray part of the rise in transportation costs caused by higher gasoline 
prices.  To be prudent managers, we’ve challenged our volunteers by emphasizing the need to be very careful 
with expenses and to work extra hard on the income side of HSA projects such as the Lafayette Directory, the 
Calendar, and Images.  Our volunteers have taken these concerns to heart.  

With that in mind, we want to give a big shout out to Chris Berg, Wendy Gadson, Leah Roberts, Lisa 
Resch, Janet Zwick, Sally Marshall, Beth Pierce and Cynthia Baker  -- the team that is pulling together the 
Directory.  Chris recently reported that the team has sold a large amount of ads, and is carefully monitoring 
costs, so that she expects the Directory, which is one of our more expensive publications and usually a net 
expense item, to either break even or perhaps make money for us.  Congratulations and thanks to Chris and the 
rest of the Directory team for a great effort.      
 
SUBMIT HSA DUES NOW FOR TAX DEDUCTION  Chris Berg, HSA Dues Coordinator 
Over 70% of Lafayette families have responded to our start-of-school appeal!  We appreciate your incredibly 
generous support of our school. Thank you! 

As the calendar year draws to a close, remember there is still time to make your annual HSA Dues and 
Program Support Fund contribution and have it count towards your 2008 tax deductions. If you have not made a 
contribution yet this year, please make it a top priority in your end-of-year giving decisions. If you made a 
partial contribution this fall, please send in the balance by December 15th. A contribution of any size from 
every family makes a significant impact. 

Send your contribution with a completed yellow Dues and Contribution forms. Forms are available in the 
kiosk rack near the Main Office, or I can e-mail it to you (send me a note at berg@dc.net). We accept checks 
made out to “LHSA” or credit card payment by Visa or Mastercard.  You can mail your contributions to me, 
Chris Berg, at 3327 Quesada St. NW, Washington DC 20015, or leave it in my drawer in the HSA mailboxes in 
the Great Hall.  In order to process your contribution for 2008, I must have it by December 15th  2008.  You will 
receive a receipt in January for your 2008 contributions. 

Call 363-4859 or e-mail berg@dc.net with questions. 
  
THE BEAR IS BACK! 
The Bear Facts, Lafayette's student newspaper, will have two organizational meetings after school this 
week from 3:20--4 p.m. in Ms. Echave's room. Interested students in grades 5-6 who can't attend on Wednesday 
can try to come on Thursday. While it is not necessary to attend after school meetings in order to write, draw or 
take pictures for the Bear Facts, it helps! 
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LAFAYETTE WALKS FOR THE HOMELESS 
This week we distributed via your child's backpack a form describing a mini-walk for the homeless, scheduled 
to occur at the same time as the Halloween parade. Please take the time to sign the yellow form and return it to 
your child's teacher. When you do so, Fannie Mae will (still!) make a donation to Sinai House, which are 
transitional apartments for homeless families under the auspices of Temple Sinai. Fannie Mae is waiving the fee 
for all DCPS students so you do not need to include money with the form. But you do have to sign your name 
on the bottom of the form. Last year the Lafayette community helped to raise thousands of dollars for Sinai 
House--let's do it again! For more info call Nancy Golding at 202-362-7388 or nangolding@aol.com 

  
VOCABULARY CLUB MOVES TO TUESDAYS 
Oral spelling bees and all that shaking of Boggle cubes and Scrabble letters was just a bit too noisy for silent 
reading time. So beginning Oct. 21, the Vocabulary/Spelling Club for 5-6th graders will meet after school on 
Tuesdays from 3:20--4 p.m. in Ms. Echave's room. 
 
LITERATURE CONTEST FOR 3rd – 6th GRADERS 
December 5th is the deadline for the national Letters About Literature contest.  Students in grades 3-12 can 
write letters to authors whose works have influenced them. More information and additional entry forms are 
available at the Library of Congress/Center for the Book web site--http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/letters/ 
 
SIXTH GRADE POTLUCK 
Lafayette 6th Grade Potluck "All Three Classes"-- Friday, October 17, 2008, 7:00 p.m. - 10 p.m., 3733 
Northampton Street, N.W., home of Jon Banks and Kris Holland.  For further information and to RSVP contact 
Sheryl Washington at sherylwash@aol.com or (202) 244-1403. 
 
LAFAYETTE RUNNERS NEWS– Coach Thurston 
Last Saturday at Fort Dupont Park, Lafayette runners dominated their events in the DCIAA Invitational Meet, 
with the boys claiming 8 of the top 10 spots and the girls grabbing first through fourth, along with sixth place.    

Alex Ganote won with a time of 14:38. Michael Huff, came in 2nd with 14:35. Treece Huff was 3rd, 
followed by Colin Trinity in 4th. Then the floodgates opened, with the next 11 places claimed by Lafayette: 
Nick Neptune, 5th; Lionel Kearse, 6th; Stephen Berg, 7th; Ryan Katz, 8th; Alexei Girdis, 9th; Jonah 
Merriam, 10th; Nick Girdis, 11th; Carl Johnson, 12th; Daniel Katz, 13th; Eric Meade, 14th; and Ezona Haile, 
15th. Rounding out our team effort were Nick Pomper, 22nd; Tom Giagtzoglou, 29th; Jacob Riegel, 32nd; 
Deloniel McCombs, 33rd; and Stuart Landis, 34th. 

Kristina Colevas won the girls’ race in 16:13, Rose Marshall took 2nd in 16:30; Liana Moore Butler and 
Charlotte Oakley finished in 3rd and 4th place respectively; and Sahna Sabbakhan took 6th place in a dramatic 
finish. Other finishers of this hilly 2-mile course: Ruby Shevlin, 11th; Quiana Ford, 14th; May Albee, 16th; 
Reshma Ramakrishnan, 19th; Maisy Dombo, 20th; and Jamahri Sydnor, 30th.  

Many thanks to Jude Landis and her crew of terrific Lafayette volunteers! Thanks also to Ms. Main, who 
who  handled the results and now has the best cross country attendance record of any principal. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Last spring we were told that schools would no longer have math or reading specialists, but would  instead have 
“math and literacy professional developers.” This new position was to emphasize strategies to improve teacher 
skills, and would not work directly with children.  We considered what the real needs at Lafayette were, and 
discussed the value that Bob Thurston, Kathy Echave and Judy McClanahan bring to other areas of the school.  
We petitioned the Chancellor’s office requesting a change in the staffing plan, and as a result, our math and 
reading specialists are back on board again this year.   

As the school year started, these three teachers became our extraordinary data team, looking at the results 
of last spring’s DC-CAS, the September DC-BAS and all our other early reading and math assessments.  
Meetings were held with teachers at each grade level to discuss children’s needs.  Their expertise has allowed 
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us to look at more than just one test score to make our decisions.  Many of you received information about your 
children’s skills levels at conference day thanks to them.  

Before school, Mr. Thurston has started meeting with his competitive math teams.  We are enrolled in the 
AMC-8 and MathCounts programs which allow students with advanced math skills to participate in several 
different math competitions this year.  Often our 6th grade students seem to be at a disadvantage when they go 
up against middle school teams that also include 7th and 8th grade students.  But you could never tell by their 
attitude at the meets.  Sometimes just answering a question in a lightening round quicker than another school 
can be the highlight of the meet.    

We have started a special sports paper for a group of 5th and 6th graders, mostly boys, who were interested 
in doing more with sports reporting that can be done in the regular school newspaper format.  So every two 
weeks we now have Sports X-treme, under the direction of Ms. Echave and Afsheen Benab.  The editorial staff 
has started identifying stories for the Bearfacts first edition.  Calendar writing is over and layout will begin next 
week.  Spelling bee practice will soon start.  The reading room is filled with students each day from 1-1:30 as 
planning takes place for all the extras Ms. Echave manages. 

And then there are direct services to students.  There are all kinds of reasons your child may be meeting 
with our math and reading teachers.  Some children are there to learn skills or reinforce what they are learning 
in class.  Some need some specialized instructional methods. Both Ms. Echave and Ms. McClanahan have 
received training in phonographics, a structured sequential phonics program for beginning readers.  Some 
students are there because they have exceptional skills and need just a little push time to keep them testing at the 
highest levels.  We are identifying student tutors to work with children in lower grades on fluency and 
vocabulary development or provide extra practice time with math skills.  So all day long, in and out of the 
reading and math rooms go small groups of students receiving just what they need to be successful.   

I’m glad our petitions were approved. Principals at other high achieving schools all asked for the same 
thing.  We kept our math and reading specialists and decided against professional development positions.  
While many schools do have large numbers of beginning teachers who need instructional support, that is not the 
situation at most of our schools.  We value the personal student/teacher relationships that develop in our 
programs.  And all the extras our talented specialists bring.  
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
Edmund Burke School Fall Open House: Saturday, October 18th, 2008, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 4101 Connecticut 
Avenue NW. For more information, call Director of Admissions Kai-Anasa George at (202) 362-8882 x 610, or 
go to www.eburke.org, and click on "Admissions". 
 
pat-a-cakes Handcrafted Custom Ceramic Impressions of Little Hands & Feet will be in Georgetown on 
Saturday, October 18th at Dawn Price Baby (3112 M Street, NW) and at Toy Kingdom in the Rockville Town 
Center on Saturday, October 25th. Your beautiful keepsake will be ready in time for holiday gift-giving! For 
more information (photos & pricing) www.mypatacakes.com.  Contact Gayle Moseley for an appointment 202-
237-7389.  
 
Lost glasses? 
Check the front office. Ms. Bright has at least four pairs of glasses sitting on her desk.  
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 


