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MARK YOUR CALENDAR   
October 23 (Thursday) —Deal Middle School Night (at Lafayette) with Principal Melissa Kim, 6:30 PM  
October 24 (Friday) —Sally Foster order pick-up, 3:15 – 4:00 PM 
October 25 (Saturday) —Lafayette Halloween Block Party, 3:00 – 5:30 PM and Movie Night, 5:30 – 8:00 PM 
October 31 (Friday) – Halloween Parade and parties, 12:15 PM dismissal 
November 11 (Tuesday) – Veterans Day, no school 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – October 27th, DCPS student count day (see page 2)  
 
FROM THE HSA –   John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 
  In addition to the ongoing business matters of the HSA, the HSA Board met this past week to primarily discuss the 
progress of the various projects our Chairs are undertaking. We reviewed proposals for our future Lafayette Elementary 
School website and we are thrilled to announce that we have chosen a very talented vendor that is going to undertake this 
project pro bono. Stay tuned for more specific information and please feel free to offer suggestions for site input. 
 Remember that this Saturday afternoon is the Lafayette Halloween Block Party featuring the 5th and 6th grade 
sponsored obstacle course and haunted house, a moon-bounce and lots of great food. We look forward to enjoying another 
great Lafayette tradition. 
 
FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher grades 1 - 6 
 Student Photographers, here’s your chance to shine!!! 
Go to www.FotoWeekDC.org and click on children’s contest for details. Awards, prizes and the finalists are exhibited in 
Georgetown and in the Washington Post. 
 We hope you’ve enjoyed seeing the artwork of every 1st – 3rd grade student and a selection from our upper grades 
hanging around our Lafayette “museum”. Hispanic Heritage month is winding up and our displays have started to change. 
You should begin to see samples of the first grade unit on the first artists, the second grade unit on weather and color, the 
third grade unit on self portraits in proportion, the fourth grade Native American unit, the fifth grade unit on art during the 
time of the westward expansion, and the sixth grade printmaking unit. 
 We are also working on layout for the 2009 LAFAYETTE CALENDAR this week! The art selected for the 
upcoming calendar will be on display in the great hall. In addition, numerous Lafayette authors will have their poetry 
featured. Stay tuned for details on the best holiday gift in town… going on sale before the Thanksgiving holidays. 
 

HEY YA'LL, WE'RE HAVING A SQUARE DANCE – Marjorie McClure, PE Teacher  
 After an 8 year absence Ms. McClure has finally put together a night of family fun and dancing.   
On Friday, November 14th we will be kicking up our heels to the calls of Kenny Ferris.  The dance will 
run from 7 PM to 9 PM.  All Lafayette families are invited and encouraged to attend. So save the date- 
more information will be available soon. If anyone is interested in helping Ms. McClure with the event 
please contact her at m22mcclure@yahoo.com.  

 
SALLY FOSTER ORDERS ARE HERE!  
 Sally Foster orders can be picked up in the gym this Friday (October 24) from 3:15 – 4 PM. Questions? Contact   
Sara Durr sarakufflerdurr@aol.com or Kim Gross kimgross@gwu.edu. 
 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION COLLECTION 
 Please continue to clip Box Tops off your favorite products from the grocery store. There is a collection box in The 
Great Hall on top of the grey HSA filing cabinet.  For a complete list of products that have Box Top designation, go to: 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/AboutBoxTops/Products.aspx. You'll also find coupons there and other easy ways to 
participate and earn cash for our school. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 There wouldn’t seem to be anything particularly special about October 27th on a school calendar.  No major holiday, 
celebration, or special activity day.  Halloween is on its way and there may be some pumpkin projects occurring, but in 
most respects October 27th looks pretty much like a regular old school day.  But not at Lafayette, a school in the District of 
Columbia. 
 One of the enduring pieces of bad press DCPS receives each year is about the inability of the school system to count 
its students.  In past years it seemed most of the month of October was taken up with getting ready for the annual school 
count.  The actual count day is October 5th.  On that day the data system is ‘frozen’ and those student names registered are 
recorded as attending Lafayette.  In most other school systems a similar kind of count day occurs.  The major difference is 
that in those systems the principal signs some kind of statement attesting to the correctness of the information and the 
counting is done for the year.  But since there always seems to be some discrepancies with the count in DC an elaborate 
‘count the kids’ process takes place. 
 On one hand we have been very lucky this year.  With the incredible diligence of Mrs. Bright, we have had almost 
perfect counts for the past three years. This year we were spared the days of practice counts by central office staff who 
would be detailed to local schools, sit in a room here at Lafayette and review all our documentation.   We didn’t have to 
visit each classroom and practice taking roll with the children. This is not happening at many other schools. My e-mail has 
been full of count reminders with hints and suggestions to improve performance after visits to other schools.   
 We think we are ready.  Mrs. Bright has checked, rechecked and rechecked her notebook with all your residency 
verification forms.  We have all the information filed about our English language learners and students receiving special 
education services.  Each child will be worth over $12,000 to next year’s DCPS budget if we do our job right.  But we still 
have to get through the afternoon of October 27th.  The team of auditors will be arriving just after lunch and will be 
fanning out in the building and actually counting students one by one and if past history repeats itself, placing a sticker on 
each and every one.  They will pore over the paperwork and check off each student’s name on their master lists.  And will 
complain about how big Lafayette is especially after visiting so many elementary schools with less than 300 students.   
 How can you help?  Please try to make sure your children are in school on the afternoon of the 27th.  Even if they are 
feeling a little under the weather in the morning, if they can come back up after lunch just long enough to get counted, it 
will be greatly appreciated.  Any one absent requires us to provide a file of attendance documentation so that child can 
count, too.  If, by chance, Mrs. Bright needs just one more piece of information from you, we are only calling because we 
need to fix some problem discovered by the counters, not because we like to continuously torment you about residency 
information.  And try not to pick up any children early.  We will let them go as soon as they have been counted, but not 
before.   
 
LAFAYETTE TEACHERS ATTEND CETA WORKSHOP– Andrea Perll, Early Childhood  
               Special Subjects Teacher 
 As noted by Mrs. Main in a previous Tuesday Bulletin, many Lafayette teachers are participating in a variety of 
Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) courses and workshops this year.  Some teachers will be working with 
Arts Coaches in the classrooms as well. On Thursday, October 16th, Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade teachers, as well 
as some Specialists in our school, attended the first of four workshops in a course titled “Imaginary Journeys Through 
Movement and Sound”.  
 In this first workshop, we learned how to lead imagination activities that develop children’s listening skills, gross 
motor control, visualization, and imagination. We also learned to lead creative experiences which incorporate many of our 
core curriculum objectives. We are developing a deeper appreciation for the role of sound, movement, and imagination in 
active learning environments.  In addition to attending the workshops, we will gather as a group once a month to discuss 
ideas about incorporating these new activities into our classrooms. This course is being led by Marcia Daft from the 
Kennedy Center, who will also be working as an Arts Coach with the 1st grade teachers in their classrooms. Participating 
in this particular course are Laura Pajor, Kia Ghamarian, Bobby Johnson, Dina Shapiro, Xan Wappel, Juanita Howard, 
Kathy Baldwin, Cheryl Phillips, Sue Zongker, Jillian Diesner, and Andrea Perll. Our first course session was engaging, 
interesting, and motivating. We all came away with some new ideas and we are looking forward to implementing them in 
our classroom. We are very fortunate to have this partnership with the Kennedy Center. 
 
COMING SOON:  THE LAFAYETTE STORE 
 Did you know that you can display your pride in Lafayette while toting your groceries, driving your car, or taking a 
walk in the crisp fall air?  We’ll be breaking out our inventory of sweatshirts, re-usable grocery bags and bumper stickers 
and offering them for sale this Thursday and Friday, before and after school, and during the Lafayette Halloween Block 
Party on Saturday, October 25. Don’t miss this chance to stock up on fun Lafayette items.  And stay tuned for more cool 
stuff in the near future. – Suzanne Vieth.  
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TRICK-OR-TREAT FOR UNICEF 
 Stop by our table at the Lafayette Halloween Block Party on October 25th to pick up your free Trick-or-Treat for 
UNICEF boxes!  Please get out your penny jars and ask your neighbors to have theirs ready, too, so that our children can 
collect lots of spare change for children in need around the world, while they are trick-or-treating on Halloween. The 
UNICEF boxes will be at my table on the basketball courts, where I will also be selling extra copies of the Lafayette 
Directory for $6.00 a copy. – Chris Berg 
 
HAUNTED HOUSE FUNDRAISER!  
 Once again the 6th grade Haunted House is coming up this weekend.  This year we're adding a little 
something special.  The Washington Humane Society would like you to donate some of your old 
blankets and towels for the animals that they care for.  We will have a table outside the Haunted House 
to collect your donations.  Please spread the word to all your friends and family to give unwanted 
blankets and towels at the Lafayette Halloween Block Party.  Please help the animals, but also be ready 
for a spooktacular Haunted House this year! – Margaret Stokes, Bridget Sherman and Kate Stokes 
 
LAFAYETTE WALKS FOR THE HOMELESS 
 This week we distributed via your child's backpack a form describing a mini-walk for the homeless, which is 
scheduled to occur at the same time as the Halloween parade. Please take the time to sign the yellow form and return it to 
your child's teacher. When you do so, Fannie Mae will (still!) make a donation to Sinai House, which are transitional 
apartments for homeless families under the auspices of Temple Sinai. Fannie Mae is waiving the fee for all DCPS 
students so you do not need to include money with the form. But you do have to sign your name on the bottom of the 
form. Last year the Lafayette community helped to raise thousands of dollars for Sinai House--let's do it again! For more 
info call Nancy Golding at 202-362-7388 or nangolding@aol.com. 
 
SPRING AUCTION – KICK-OFF MEETING 
 The date is set for March 7, 2009, but now we need to organize it!  Time to get started on the biggest fundraiser of 
the year: the Lafayette HSA's Spring Auction. We're still looking for interested parents to help plan this incredible 
evening.  Want to co-chair a committee?  Not sure how you'd like to help?  Maybe you're willing to shadow the co-chairs? 
We are hoping for fresh faces and fresh ideas!  Meeting:  Wednesday, November 5th at 7:30 PM at the school. Everyone 
who is already signed up - and newcomers too - should attend.  Questions or to RSVP contact auction co-chairs:  
Michelle Dolge michelle@dolgefamily.com or Julie Maner julie.maner@verizon.net. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* On November 12th, The Career Relaunch Forum, a one-day seminar providing information and guidance to mid-career 
professionals who have taken a break from their careers about returning to the workforce will be held in DC at GWU's 
Marvin Center. The event is produced by two Harvard MBA's, Carol Cohen and Vivian Steir Rabin, who co-wrote Back 
on the Career Track: A Guide for Stay-at-Home Moms Who Want to Return to Work.  The agenda includes a Panel of 
Employers describing work-life and women's initiatives, advice from successful relaunchers, networking opportunities 
with employers and fellow relaunchers, and breakout sessions on Marketing Yourself and Assessing Your Career 
Options. Because of Neville Career Consulting's community sponsorship, Lafayette parents will be able to attend the 
Career Relaunch Forum for a special discounted rate of $95 ($30 less than the regular price of $125). To receive the 
discount, registrants should type NEVILLE in the "Where did you hear about us" box on the online registration form. 
They will then receive a $30 credit within 48 hours of registering. See www.careerrelaunch.com for more information and 
to register and feel free to contact Lafayette parent, Kate Neville, kate@nevillecareerconsulting.com, with any questions. 
 
* Please bring your used ink cartridges to the Block Party on Saturday.  You can drop them off in the designated box in 
the Great Hall for recycling. The school receives money for every cartridge.  The Lafayette Green Matters Group has an 
ongoing collection of both used batteries and cartridges.  Thanks for your participation! 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday Bulletin 
drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.  PLEASE remember that Friday is the deadline for submissions. 


