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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
OCTOBER 31 (Friday) – Halloween Parade and parties, 12:15 PM dismissal 
NOVEMBER 5 (Wednesday) – Auction Kick-Off Meeting, 7:30 PM 
NOVEMBER 7 (Friday) – Report Cards issued 
NOVEMBER 11 (Tuesday) – Veterans Day, no school 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Halloween II (page 4)   
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 
 Saturday’s fall festival was a big success. Officially billed as a block party, it became an indoor event due 
to the rain. The volunteers did some quick reorganizing, and the cake walk, moon bounce, obstacle course, face 
painting, pumpkin sales, and other events were moved inside Lafayette, where they made for a dry - if a bit 
crowded - afternoon of games, food, and movies. The sixth graders and their guests didn’t seem to mind 
running between the raindrops to staff and visit the haunted house. It was also great to see so many Lafayette 
graduates coming back to join the fun. Last year, it seemed as though the block party was well-attended because 
it fell on the first nice day after a long period of rain, and folks wanted to stretch their legs. This time, the rain 
may have encouraged people to attend, since the party gave families a good place to go when other events may 
have been rained out.  The flexibility and ingenuity that everyone showed to make sure that the event went off 
without a hitch (if you don’t count the temporary deflation of the moon bounce) was very impressive.  Thanks 
to Mary Louise Mitterhoff and Danielle Rockwood, the event chairs, to all of the volunteers, particularly Diana 
Rojas, who filled in wherever she was needed, and to Ms. Main and the school staff.   

FROM THE LIBRARY – Kathy Echave and Judith McIntosh  
 The Accelerated Reading program is open and available to all Lafayette readers in grades 1-6. Students 
have been learning about the program during their library visits and they have been taking practice 
quizzes. An accelerated reader comprehension quiz should be taken as soon as possible after finishing a book. 
Otherwise details, characters and sequence of events can become very fuzzy, especially if you've started a new 
book. (And many, many students have learned the hard way that seeing the movie is no substitute for having 
read the book). In fact, taking a reading quiz based on having seen the movie version is a sure way to mess up 
your reading record. We have Accelerated Reader Quizzes on fiction and nonfiction books. Your child's book 
can come from home, library or a bookstore. However, books that have been recently published may not be in 
the Accelerated Reading quiz bank yet. Getting a quiz into the program seems to take about a month for 
the company. 
 Quizzes can be taken on classroom computers at the teachers' discretion, or with Ms. McIntosh or Ms. 
Echave. As of October 24, these were the Accelerated Reader standings. 
 Sixth Graders: 
 Ms. Fratto-207.5 points 
Top Readers: Mikre-Ab Abera, 71.6; Malcolm Davis, 45.2 
Ms. Freund-142.6 points 
Top Readers: Samuel Mitterhoff, 38; Joshua Neptune, 25 
Ms. Snowden-44 points 
Top Readers: Maxwell Wade, 14.4; Vasco Dias-Piva-Imparato, 9.9 
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 Fifth Graders 

Ms Betz-101.9 points 
Top Readers: Reuben Dubester, 36; Lina Klose, 16 
Mr. Gregal-210.5 points 
Top Readers: Adam Schauer, 69.7; John Jensen, 28 
Mr. Jewett-125.3 points 
Top Readers: Angela Montero, 30.1; Samuel Meroney, 27.3 
 Fourth Graders 

Ms. Breslin-16.6 points 
Top Readers: Johanna Horvath, 8.8; 
Ms. Kennedy-3.2 points 
Top Readers: Daniel Geen, 3.2 
Ms. Shapiro-46.3 points 
Top Readers: Coleman Ayers, 16.4; Michael Foose, 14.6 
 Third graders are coming on strong now, and younger grades have started to 
join in the fun! They have practiced using accelerated reader and have taken 
at least one reading quiz in the library. 
 Third Graders 

Ms. Jensen-56.3 points 
Top Readers: Jane Angel, 13.8; Benjamin Korn, 9.5 
Ms. Kushnir-12.9 points 
Top Readers: Tsega-Ab Abera, 8.6; Jacob Weitzner, 2.7 
Ms. Tepfer-68.1 
Top Readers: Isaac Frumkin, 37.5; Zachary Schauer, 7.8 
Ms. Yedwab-80.2 points 
Top Readers: Zola Canady, 38.4; Samuel Himmelfarb, 11.6 
 Second Graders 

Ms. Harn-16.2 points 
Top Readers: Aaron Rosenthal, 3.8; Claire Schmitt, 2.6 
Ms. Nickel-22.6 points 
Top Readers: Marc Brown, 11.6, Talia Zitner, 9.5 
Ms. Rankin-5.5 points 
Top Readers: Emily Walke, 4 
Ms. Stanton-45.2 points 
Top Readers: Kerry Gionis, 6.7, David Morales-Sanz, 5.9 
 First Graders 

Ms. Baldwin-4.6 points 
Ms. Howard-3.1 points 
Ms. Philips-1.5 points 
Ms. Wappel-1.2 points 
Congratulations to all these high point reader leaders. We can't wait to see what November's reading report will 
show. Happy Reading! 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS -  Lisa Jensen, Student Council Sponsor 
 The following articles about the student council election were written by three of the candidates for 
secretary of the student council.  Read them to learn all about the election: 
 Election day is coming up soon at Lafayette.  The elections will take place November 4th.  (Rings a bell 
doesn't it?)  The posts you can run for are President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. This year we will 
have two of each job.  One in 5th grade and one in sixth grade so both graduating grades get a chance to run for 
office. You can see people giving out stickers at recess and posters plastering the walls. Once the officers are 
elected, the student council will work on projects such as movie nights and the winter dance. Soon one boy and 
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one girl in each class from 3rd through 6th grades will be elected as class representatives.  They will help 
officers make decisions. Mrs. Jensen helps the student council run smoothly. Without her, the meetings would 
be pretty chaotic. If you would like to watch the speeches on election day, come November 4th in the cafeteria 
or the Great Hall! 
 Lila Weitzner, 6th grade candidate for secretary 
 
 In the last couple of years, 6th graders only could run for officers of the student council.  This year, 6th and 
5th graders are able to run because this is the last year for the 6th and 5th graders at Lafayette!  The date of this 
election is on November 4th during the real presidential election.  3rd - 6th graders are able to vote.  There will 
be 3rd graders and up who can run for class representatives in each class.  This year, there are only 4 positions 
for officers.  You can run for President, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer, but no Sergeant at Arms.  This 
year's election is tough because some kids are running against their friends.  All they have to do is just shake 
hands and say, "Good luck!" 
 Kimberly Joy Narciso, 5th grade candidate for secretary 
 
 We all know there is an upcoming Presidential election, but did you know there is a Student Council 
election on the same day?  The Student Council does things like organizing events such as dances, fundraisers, 
and activities that make the school just a bit better.  First there is one person they run it by: Ms. Jensen.  She sits 
through all the meetings deciding if it's something the student council can do or not. This year, both fifth and 
sixth graders can run because next year there will be no sixth grade and the fifth graders won't have a chance to 
be the oldest. There will be four fifth grade officers and four sixth grade officers.  The offices are: President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Third through sixth graders get to vote for officers, as well as two 
representatives to represent their individual classes in the Student Council. The elections are on November 4, 
2008 which is the same day as the Presidential elections. They will be in either the Great Hall or the cafeteria.  
If you are in third grade or older, make sure to vote for your favorite candidates! 
 Kristina Colevas, 5th grade candidate for secretary 

 

AUCTION KICK-OFF MEETING 
 Calling all fun, organized, involved, not-yet-involved, creative, thoughtful parents! We still need more 
volunteers to help plan Lafayette's biggest fundraiser of the year - the HSA’s Spring Auction. Do you have 
experience with this auction (or another)? Then we need you!  Maybe you don't have any experience, but you 
want to stick your toe in the water - we need you too! Our Kick-off Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 

November 5th at 7:30 PM at Lafayette. Everyone who is already signed up - and newcomers too - should plan 
to come. Please attend even if you are unsure about whether you can commit and you’ll get a better idea of what 
is involved. Contact Auction Co-Chairs Michelle Dolge (michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Julie Maner 
(julie.maner@verizon.net) with any questions and to RSVP.  
  

DIRECTORY PHOTOS AVAILABLE 
 Didn't you love the pictures of children in this year's Family Directory? Judy Licht, a professional 
photographer and former Lafayette parent who graciously volunteers her services to take all the pictures of kids 
for the Lafayette directory, is offering her photos of Lafayette kids for sale. Photos from the Lafayette Directory 
are online at www.pictage.com/567161. The site contains all the candids in the directory, plus many additional 
ones that were taken while Judy was at school this fall.  You can view and purchase photos easily.  If you have 
any questions, or if you would like to schedule a photo shoot for your kids or family for gifts or holiday cards, 
please contact Judy at judylicht@comcast.net.  Thank you very much.   
 
DEAL DAYS AT POLITICS & PROSE 
 Please support Alice Deal Middle School and our neighborhood bookstore by arranging your schedule so 
you can shop at Politics and Prose on Saturday, November 8th (9AM-10PM) or Sunday, November 9th (10AM-
8PM).  Politics and Prose will donate to the Deal PTA 20 % of the proceeds of all books sold to the 
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greater Deal community those days.  Take this opportunity to get a head start on your holiday gift shopping for 
all ages. (Please note that Lafayette will not be having a book fair this year.)  Please contact Susan Ullman 966-
8178 or ullmansk@yahoo.com with any questions.  
   
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 *Ski Vacation - Three bedroom, three-bath, fully equipped condo in fabulous Winter Park, Colorado.  
Winter Park is best known for its world class ski resort but also offers exceptional year-round activities, such as 
golf, white water rafting, fly fishing, hiking and camping.  This condo is on the top (third) floor, served by an 
elevator, and is a block from town and the main drag where the ski shuttle stops. Includes two round-trip coach 
airline tickets. Not valid for major holidays, or long weekends in winter. Advance reservations required and 
subject to availability. Roundtrip airline tickets may be used for other purposes with restrictions. $5000 value, 
but willing to sell it for $3,000 obo. Contact David Ekanem at (571) 275-8835. 
 *November 8

th
 Bazaar - With the economy causing many folks to tighten their purse strings, the annual 

Bazaar hosted by the United Methodist Women of Metropolitan Memorial United Methodist Church is a great 
place to bag gifts at a bargain – plus all the money goes to charity. Baked goods, books, Christmas ornaments, 
gift baskets, jewelry and hand-crafted items such as greeting cards and Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls are among 
the treasures available at this community-wide event for local and global organizations that support women and 
children. 8 AM.-3 PM Saturday, Nov. 8, at Metropolitan Memorial, 3401 Nebraska Avenue, across from 
American University. For more information, contact the church at 202-363-4900. 
 *Halloween Candy for the Homeless - If you collect too much Halloween candy and would like to donate 
some, we are collecting it for a homeless shelter.  Any candy is accepted except for sticky types like Wacky 
Taffy.  You can drop your donation off at 3506 Quesada Street (between Broad Branch and Nevada) and leave 
it on the front porch. Questions? Call Wendy at (202) 607-4267. 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 I am often asked if I repeat any Tuesday Bulletin columns. The exchange mainly goes like this. “You sure 
do write a lot of those columns each year. I bet you have a whole lot that you can just copy over from year to 
year.”  My response is pretty much the same each time. “No.  I write almost every column from scratch.  There 
are always so many new happenings at Lafayette that I rarely even want to repeat something from before.”  
Yesterday was the Fall Fair on what turned out to be a very, very rainy afternoon. I was at the school for almost 
12 hours with set-up, movie night and final close-up. So this year I thought, I wonder if I have any good old 
columns about Halloween.  I was surprised to find out that what follows was written 4 years ago. So with a few 
small changes I am repeating a column this year and hope you understand.   
 I love this time of year in Washington. The cool, crisp weather is a welcome relief after the long summer of 
hazy, hot and humid forecasts. The wonderful colors of rust, red, orange, and yellow as the leaves change.  
Football games and the smell of smoke as fireplaces get relit. I miss burning leaves, but I guess that is one 
concession we need to make to reduce air pollution. Winter foods like chili and pot roast return to the menu. 
And as this week ends, the fun and fantasy of Halloween. I remember Halloween being a big deal when I was 
growing up. The hours spent making a costume. Anticipating an evening of trick-or-treating.  Pumpkins to 
carve and what seemed like TONS of free candy to eat. My father always got dressed up as some sort of scary 
monster and loved to hide in the bushes and scare children as they came towards our front door. Fast forward 
twenty years and the same scenes replayed themselves, as my own children became a part of the action.  Each 
year there were costumes to make, pumpkins to carve and TONS of candy. The annual Halloween parade at 
Bethesda Elementary. Of course we didn’t have video recorders, but cameras were busy clicking that afternoon. 
 And now to the present and this Friday at Lafayette.  It’s a half-day of school, so at 10:00 we will 
metamorphose into all kinds of creatures as we have our annual Halloween parade.  What a motley crew we will 
turn into as we march through Lafayette Park. Gypsies and vampires, fairies and Spiderman. Some particularly 
gruesome corpses in the 6th grade. Will you be able to figure out who your teacher is? Will all the early 
childhood staff come with some sort of unified theme? Will Mr. Thurston come as some obscure arithmetic 
concept?  What is it about Halloween? I think it is the idea that children get an opportunity to face their fears in 
a safe and protected manner.  As gross and disgusting as some of the costumes will be, very few children are 



Tuesday Bulletin 10-28-08 – page 5 
 

really scared. Teachers can dress up like old, ugly witches and get a great laugh from their students.  
Throughout the dark night of trick-or-treating, adults are always near by to make sure you are safe as you ring 
neighbors’ doorbells. The world is still a very scary place to children with monsters under the bed and in the 
closet. Certainly movies are much more graphic and visual.  I remember a scary hand.  Now children get to see 
the whole monster, several times over. Fairy tales still have big, bad wolves, wicked stepmothers, poisoned 
apples, and fearsome dragons. Ms. McIntosh will be teaching children a new vocabulary word this week, 
parody, as she shares a book that came in last week called Goodnight, Goon.  
 So as we finish this week, I remember the humorous Celtic blessing, “From ghoulies and ghosties and long-
leggedy beasties, and things that go bump in the night, Good Lord deliver us.” For there will be a lot of them 
present on Friday, walking through Lafayette Park, laughing all the way.  Hope to see you there, with video 
recorder or digital camera in hand. Happy Halloween! 
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


