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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
November 4 (Tuesday) – Student Council Election Day, 10 a.m. 
November 5 (Wednesday) – Auction Kick-Off Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
November 7 (Friday) – Report cards issued  
November 11 (Tuesday) – Veterans Day, no school 
November 20 (Thursday) – LHSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
November 27-28 – Thanksgiving Holiday, no school 
December 8 (Monday) – Conference Day, no school 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Come see the first grade’s “informance…” (see page 3) 

 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, HSA co-presidents  
Well, Friday marked my 19th year of watching the Lafayette Halloween Parade and it is still as delightful as 
ever.  Led by Principal Lynn Main as Elphaba from “Wicked,” teachers, parent volunteers, and of course, 
hundreds of giggling children dressed to frighten or amuse the adoring fans stretched along the entire track on a 
stunning fall day.  This is truly an awesome Lafayette tradition! 

This week, auction chairs are starting major organizing of this upcoming fund-raising event.  If you have 
some extra time, you’ll love getting in on the early planning stages and laughing with friends. 
 See you at the polls! 
 

LAFAYETTE SQUARE DANCE – Margie McClure, Physical Education Teacher 
Now hear this!  We are having a square dance at Lafayette on November 14th from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  All 
Lafayette families are invited.  It’s free!  Everyone of all ages is encouraged to come and join in the festivities.  
This is a novice dance session, which means the “caller” will talk us through every move, so no experience 
necessary!  Be sure to dress for the best-dressed dancer contest.  Other contests will be announced the night of 
the dance.  Refreshments will be served.  Keep an eye out for a flyer coming home this week.  Anyone 
interested in volunteering please contact Ms. McClure at m2mcclure@yahoo.com. 
 
LAFAYETTE WALK FOR THE HOMELESS 
Last week we distributed via your child’s backpack a form describing a mini-walk for the homeless, which 
occurred at the same time as the Halloween parade.  If you haven’t done it yet, please take the time to sign the 
yellow form and return it to your child’s teacher.  When you do so, Fannie Mae will (still!) make a donation to 
Sinai House, which has transitional apartments for homeless families under the auspices of Temple Sinai. 
Fannie Mae is waiving the fee for all DCPS students so you do not need to include money with the form.  But 
you do have to sign your name on the bottom of the form.  Last year the Lafayette community helped to raise 
thousands of dollars for Sinai House – let’s do it again!  For more information contact Nancy Golding at 202-
362-7388 or nangolding@aol.com. 
 

DEAL DAYS AT POLITICS & PROSE 
Please support Alice Deal Middle School and our neighborhood bookstore by arranging your schedule so you 
can shop at Politics & Prose on Saturday, November 8th (9 a.m. to 10 p.m.) or Sunday, November 9th (10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.).  Politics & Prose will donate to the Deal PTA 20% of the proceeds of all books sold to the greater 
Deal community those days.  Take this opportunity to get a head start on your holiday gift shopping for all ages.  
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(Please note that Lafayette will not be having a book fair this year).  Please contact Susan Ullman 202-966-8178 
or ullmansk@yahoo.com if you have questions. 
 

CROSS COUNTRY– Coach Thurston 

Saturday, October 25 – Lafayette runners continued to dominate the field at the Developmental Meet, with the 
boys again providing eight of the top ten finishers and the girls placing four in the top ten.  Winning times for 
Will Oakley and Kristina Colevas are by far the best times recorded this season for the Fort Dupont course.  

The downpours we all expected did not really arrive until after our events were over – but then it rained 
steadily on Ms. De Jonckheere and five athletes who had to wait an hour and a half (!) for the bus to take them 
home.  There were no awards at this meet but there ought to be some award for having to go through that.  
 
Boys:         Girls: 

 
Place Name Time 

1 Kristina Colevas 15:35 

2 Rose Marshall 16:39 

4 Sahna Sabbakhan 18:12 

14 Quiana Ford 20:57 

15 Reshma Ramakrishnan 21:07 

18  Ruby Shevlin 21:41 

40  Maisy Dombo 27:12 

42 Jamahri Sydnor 37:26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, November 1 – There was never much doubt about the West Boys championship. You need five 
runners to score as a team, and Lafayette was the only team with five or more.  But the lack of strong 
competition did not slow our athletes down: most of them recorded personal best times and ran as if they were 
in a tough fight to the finish.  Will Oakley led the team with an astounding time of 13:02, the best time on the 
course for the last three seasons.  Alex Ganote finished strong in 14:16; he was followed by Nick Neptune in 
14:45; Kevin Merriam, 15:04; Colin Trinity, 15:28; Nick Girdis, 15:57; with Nathan Kovar completing the 
sweep of the top seven places in 16:37.  

The girls’ race was a different story. The Stuart Hobson team has been getting closer to our girls in team 
competition anyway, and we were missing Rose and Kristina, two of our usual top three.  But the Lafayette girls 
were not throwing in the towel. They talked about strategies to keep themselves in contention and they took the 
starting line with a lot of determination.  After the first two “small loops” they trailed Stuart Hobson by three 
points.  Charlotte Oakley passed one Stuart Hobson girl, putting our team within one point as everyone 

Place Name Time 

1 Will Oakley 13:26 

2 Alex Ganote 14:35 

4  Colin Trinity 14:40 

6  Kevin Merriam 15:18 

7  Nick Neptune 15:34 

8 Lionel Kearse 15:35 

9  Alexei Girdis 15:40 

10 Alex Joyce-Johnson 15:44 

11 Nick Girdis 16:05 

12 Nathan Kovar 16:24 

13 Jonah Merriam 16:25 

15 Ryan Katz 16:49 

16 Ezona Haile 16:56 

18 Carl Johnson 17:37 

20  Daniel Katz 17:45 

21 Eric Meade 18:05 

25 Christopher Wiggins 20:18 

26 Belize Saunders 20:21 

28 Nick Pomper 20:27 

34 Sean Pendergast 21:16 

35 Cameron Sullivan 21:27 

41 Tom Giagtzoglou 24:40 

42 Mason Strazzella 24:47 

43 Aaron Lewter 26:02 
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disappeared into the woods.  All we could do was wait.  Finally we caught a glimpse of the lead runner – 
wearing blue!  Soon Liana Moore-Butler dashed to the line, finishing in 16:37.  Then came Sahna Sabbakhan, 
second in 17:01; and then Charlotte Oakley, who had passed two more to grab third in 17:20.  But then the 
Stuart Hobson deluge began: they took 4th, 5th, 6th, and then 8th and 9th, thereby finishing all their scoring 
while we had only three across the line.  But May Albee came across in 19:50 for 10th, and Malayna Nesbitt 
took 14th in 20:34, wrapping up our score.  We had done it!  Lafayette 30 – Stuart Hobson 32 was the apparent 
score (final adjusted score was Lafayette 25 – Stuart Hobson 30).  Ruby Shevlin in 16th and Maisy Dombo in 
18th ran great races and showed that we had power to spare.   

The runners know that there is no time to sit back and bask in their glory.  This Monday they will have time 
trials to select the teams for the city championships, to be run next week (November 8th).  At the citywide meet, 
there will be more complete teams to challenge the boys, and the girls will have to take on a Stuart Hobson 
team, eager for a rematch, as well as some great runners from the East division. And the entire team is gearing 
up for one final tour of the Fort Dupont Hills, either on the “A” team or in the “B” team event, which will open 
the proceedings on Saturday.  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
Our first graders have been very busy the past few weeks.  Along with all the beginning reading and math skills 
they work on every day, social studies lessons have taken the center stage as they work on the first grade 
standards related to civics.  For many years first grade was the time to learn about community helpers.  The 
policeman, fireman, doctor, and mailman were all discussed in class.  No more.  When we received the new 
social studies standards two years ago, community helpers were nowhere to be found in the first grade 
curriculum.  Instead about half the year is spent learning about American symbols, holidays, songs and 
traditions.  This Friday they will be taking to the stage in the cafeteria to share with their classmates and parents 
all that they have learned.  They will be presenting an ‘informance’. 

Mrs. Stump coined the word informance to differentiate it from the word performance.  While the children 
will be performing on stage, the information they will be presenting is directly related to what they have been 
learning in class and in music using the social studies curriculum.  Mrs. Baldwin’s and Ms. Phillips’ classes will 
be presenting facts they have learned about the American flag using a variation of reader’s theater.  The songs 
they have chosen to sing reinforce the facts they have learned.  Ms. Howard’s class has been studying flag 
etiquette while Ms. Wappel’s class has focused on the Pledge of Allegiance.  All four classes have been 
working on one of the service songs as they have learned about the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, and Coast 
Guard.  We are expecting a military color guard to be here and the children will get an opportunity to ask 
questions about their uniforms and what a color guard does.  While the children will be performing on the stage, 
I am sure you will see the difference in how this afternoon is structured from other kinds of school 
performances.  Hence, our word informance.  We want to share with you what we have learned in an 
entertaining, educational way. 

There will be many more of these opportunities this year.  Fourth grade will be next, at the end of the 
month, when they put on their Native American powwow of singing, dancing, and arts and crafts.  The fifth 
grade has started working on their coded message songs as part of the Underground Railroad Unit.  Ms. Perll 
will be using Native American folk tales and customs in the early childhood arts program this month.  We know 
that children learn through more than just their eyes and ears at Lafayette.  They learn through movement, 
drama, and song.  They learn though looking at paintings and photographs, and then creating their own 
interpretations.  This is what we mean when we talk about arts integration.   

So this Friday we are taking a post election breather at Lafayette, and celebrating some of what our first 
grade students have learned about American traditions, history and music.  We will be all decked out in red, 
white and blue. The caissons will be marching along as we go off into the wild blue yonder.  We may not be 
exactly sure where the halls of Montezuma are, but we sure sing the words with clear strong voices.  And we 
have learned our Lafayette school song, too.  So come on by if you can.  This Friday at 2:30 in the cafeteria.  
You will surely learn a thing or two.  Do you know the original title for You’re a Grand Old Flag?  You will 
after Friday!! 
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Some other tidbits: 
Lost and Found Items:  We are trying to get a better handle on our incredible challenge with the lost and found 
at Lafayette.  We are keeping items for two weeks at the main office this year.  After that, we put them on 
display in the Great Hall and ask for the boys and girls to check and make sure they don’t have anything there.  
Then we bag them up and take them to charity.  Before sending item out of the building we check it for any 
names.  If we can find one, we return the item to the child.  If we can’t, we will have it on display but then it 
will be gone.  Our lost and found grew to astronomical proportions last year and eventually became a home for 
mice.  So get out those sharpies, mark those items, and check at the office if anything is missing. 
Flu Shots on November 6th from 2:30-4:30:  Please sign up in the Health Suite if you would like to get a flu 
shot at school this year.  The cost is $24.00. 
Sally Foster Gift Wrap:  There are still some boxes at school that need to be picked up.  Any small boxes will 
be sent home this week with your child.  Otherwise, please come by the office and we will be glad to get it for 
you.  The building will be open November 5th until 8 p.m. 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* HoopEd on Veterans Day!  Tuesday November 11th is Veterans Day and all D.C. public school students are 
out of school.  Don’t waste the day at home watching TV!  Join HoopEd for another great one day mini camp 
right at Lafayette.  Camp is for boys and girls grades K-6 and runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  It’s just $50 for 
the full day!  For more information or to register go to www.hoopeducation.com or call 202-431-9780. 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
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COME LEARN ABOUT 
 ALICE DEAL MIDDLE SCHOOL! 

 

 

Deal Night 
Thursday, November 6, 2008   6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

 

 

Join us for an evening presentation by Alice Deal 

administrators, staff and students. 
 

Learn about the academic and extracurricular programs that make Deal MS the 
highest performing middle school in DC! 

 
• “Team Teaching” for grades 6, 7 and 8 

• Advanced math program 
• International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program 

• World Language programs (currently offering Spanish, French and 

Mandarin Chinese). 
• Innovative extracurricular and “Bell 2” activities 

• Award winning choral and instrumental music programs 
 

Tour our school building and learn about our modernization (scheduled to be 
completed by August 2009) 

 
Speak to current Deal parents and students in an informal setting 

 
 

6:30 – 7:00 pm – Building Tours and informal parent reception 
7:00 – 8:00 pm – Presentations by Principal Kim & Deal students 

Question & Answer session with Deal Administration 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


