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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
November 20 (Thursday) – LHSA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
November 27-28 – Thanksgiving Holiday, no school 
December 8 (Monday) – Conference Day, no school 
December 16 (Tues) – Deal Middle School Open House, 9-3 p.m. 
 

  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL –Communicating in Times of Crisis Lynn Main, Principal   
 
  
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, HSA co-presidents 
We understand that Friday was certainly an upsetting day for many Lafayette families. Sudden and 
unannounced school closings are by definition an emergency and thus unsettling. As a school community, we 
must develop practical, effective ways to deal with unexpected situations.  As the same time, we need to 
recognize that, even in our high-tech times, there is no one method (cell phone, home phone, or e-mail) 
guaranteed to quickly reach every family.  At this week’s HSA Board meeting, we will discuss safe procedures 
for students and the best way to inform parents of emergencies when they occur in the future, and welcome your 
input. 

Friday ended with a fantastic square dance hosted by Margie McClure. The cafetorium was filled with 
music, dancers, and many spectator supporters.  The dancers included parents, siblings, grandparents, and loads 
of happy and energetic students.  It was incredibly festive and heart-warming to be part of a great evening of 
cross-generational fun and laughter. Thank you Ms, McClure! 
 
LAFAYETTE 2009 CALENDARS ON SALE NOW: BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 
 
2009 Calendars, featuring the art and poetry of our very own Lafayette students, make 
wonderful holiday gifts! Help support publications (including our Art and Literary Anthology 
which comes out in the spring!) Please make checks made payable to LHSA.  
 
 
We're Taking a Poll About Health e-Lunch Kids  Lisa Resch and Diana Rojas, Ways and Means  
Interested in having a healthy, balanced lunch delivered each day to your child at school?   With a few mouse 
clicks, you can arrange delivery of a fresh, healthy lunch tailored to your child’s needs and tastes.  Lunch prices 
are $3.89, $4.99 to $5.99. 

How it works:  1) Order on-line at the Health e-Lunch Kids website (http://www.healthelunchkids.com/). 
2) Each day the lunches arrive 45 minutes before the first lunch period in an insulated cool bag.  3) The delivery 
arrives with a manifest that lists each child’s name and what they ordered. (Individual lunches also labeled) 

Janney Elementary currently offers this service and many parents are using it.   Why the poll? We need a 
minimum of 35 orders / day.  Interested parents should check out the Healthy e-Lunch Kids website (listed 
above) for menus, food choices, nutrition guidelines, testimonials and more.  If you decide that you're interested 
in this service please e-mail Lisa Resch at balancingact_dc@yahoo.com so we can determine if we can meet the 
daily ordering minimum. 

Health e-Lunch Kids is also a fundraiser of sorts -- for every 1-75 lunches ordered Lafayette gets $.05 per 
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lunch, for 76-125 ordered we get $.07/lunch and 125+ ordered we get $.10/lunch.  "Award" checks are mailed 
at the end of the school year. 
 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL    
At the end of the movie Witness, when the bad guys from Philadelphia have arrived and are terrorizing the Lapp 
family, the grandfather gestures to his hidden grandson to ring the bell.  Out the child runs to a large farm bell 
and pulls the rope, ringing the bell several times.  The movie then cuts to scenes of various Amish farmers 
running to the Lapp farm, recognizing the sound of the bell as an emergency signal.  They circle Harrison Ford 
and, showing a united front, stare down the corrupt police officer to save the day.  No phones, Palms, 
Blackberrys or e-mails needed.  Just the sound of a bell.  What if Lafayette had a bell in its school tower?  
Would that have been an effective way to send out a message to the school community last Friday? 

I was fairly inundated with e-mails this past weekend, some to me directly and some to Chancellor Rhee, 
about last Friday.  Most concern the lack of communication about what was happening at the school.  Why 
wasn’t a robo-call sent out?  Mrs. Main sends out calls about the lunch menu for Pete’s sake, but couldn’t even 
send out one about the power outage?  Why wasn’t an e-mail sent out?  Overall DCPS has received a big F in 
communication. 

But just how were we supposed to communicate with you? Were you one of the houses without power?  
Did your phones work?  Our robo-call system uses the home number you give us at registration time.  Not your 
cell or office phone, just the home number.  At the square dance that evening, I learned many of you did not 
have any phone service in your houses.  Many have dropped your LAN lines and are relying on other sources of 
phone service.  Would my robo-calls have worked for you?  No. Were your computers up and running that 
morning?  Not without power. I don’t know what the TV and radio stations were announcing, but unless you 
had on a battery operated radio, neither of those two forms of communication were working at your house 
either. Later in the afternoon when the power was back on and computers were operating, two messages were 
sent to Lafayette families using the Tuesday Bulletin e-mail list.  It is the most complete listserv we have for the 
school.  But if my e-mails are correct, some of you are not on that listserv.  If the school does not have an e-mail 
address for your family, where do you want us to send a message? 

We seem to think we have communication mastered carrying around all these new devices.  But do we?  
Without any power in the school, there was no ability to make a robo-call, send an e-mail or activate LEAN.  
Our telephones were out, too. So what did we do?  We used what we had on hand. Ms. Bonds stood in front of 
the school meeting cars as they drove up, explaining the situation.  Teachers fanned out to entrances all around 
the building.  Our cell phones got a good workout as teachers called room parents, parents called parents, 
children called parents and impromptu arrangements for the day were made.  But most of the communication 
that morning was happening the old-fashioned way, face-to face.  

After September 11, 2001, this country went crazy making all kinds of back-up plans for families and 
communities in case of another terrorist attack.  Maybe it’s time to revisit these plans.  Winter is on its way.  
What are your plans if the school closes because of ice or snow?  What if we have another power outage or 
problems with a water main or the heating goes out?  How do you think we will communicate with you on days 
like these?  I can often hear hymns playing from one of the church bell towers on Chevy Chase Circle when I 
arrive at school.   Maybe a bell in our tower is the answer. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

• Need proofreading or editing? I have 21 years of experience proofreading and editing reports, speeches, 
newsletters, news releases, etc. in the Community Relations Office at The Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission.  And my two grandchildren (Cece and Danny Geen) attend Lafayette!  Call Roberta 
Feldman Ehrlich at 301-649-4916. 

 
 

• Order from American Girl for a chance to contribute to Prevention of Blindness  (POB) Society of Metropolitan 
Washington. Gabrielle Crawford, 4th grader, modeled this past weekend in an American 
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Girl Fashion Show. For catalogue orders placed between 10/31/08 and 11/30/08, American Girl Programs, Inc. 
will donate 5% of the proceeds to POB.  Call 1-800-920-0867 to place your order using the special key 
code 160634. Orders are ONLY accepted by phone. You can view American Girl merchandise and product 
numbers online at www.americangirl.com. 
 

  

• Kittens to adopt. Ms. Jensen is fostering two sweet, healthy, and fully litter trained 10 week old kittens.  The 
kittens were rescued from West Virginia by Homeward Trails Animal Rescue.  They are brother and sister and 
would ideally be adopted together.  One is almost all black and the other is black with some white.  The kittens 
are very affectionate and are in need of a loving family.  How about an early holiday gift for the kids??  Contact 
Ms. Jensen at 202–537-6832. 

 


