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MARK YOUR CALENDAR   
November 27 – 28 —Thanksgiving Holiday, no school  
December 8 (Monday) —Conference Day, no school 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Thanksgiving time again (see page 2)  
 
FROM THE HSA –   John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents 
  We had a good discussion at last Thursday’s Board meeting about the early morning 
blackout on November 14.  In some ways, it was the perfect storm – it happened early in the 
morning before the children were in class; the power outage meant that the Lafayette phone 
system and computers were down, as were the phones of many of our families; and Ms. Main 
was at a meeting out of the building.  Over the years, the Lafayette staff has gotten our kids 
safely through 9/11, a fire, a hurricane, the D.C. snipers, and many snowstorms.  Nevertheless, this recent incident showed 
that, even after all of that experience, no one is ready for everything.  We have asked a small committee – Diana Blitz, 
Kim Gross, Meg Freund, and Ms. Main – to work through the events of the 14th and let us know of any lessons learned 
and recommendations.  We’ll report back to you. 
 It’s time for our annual traffic control plea.  Please don’t park on the Lafayette side of Broad Branch or Northampton 
during school hours.  The no parking times are clearly posted, and the space is needed to let our children get in and out of 
school safely, for school buses, and, if necessary, for emergency vehicles.  While it’s no doubt easier to park in front of 
the school (just for a minute!), it’s not legal and no one is so special that they should feel free to disregard the law.  Think 
how you would feel if a child were hit by someone pulling into or out of a spot in front of Lafayette or if an emergency 
vehicle trying to reach the school were delayed by parked cars.  Take a couple of extra minutes and park in a legal spot.   
 
WHAT DOES THE HSA REALLY DO? 
 At the beginning of the school year, parents received some hand-outs about the HSA, including a pie chart showing, 
in a general way, the programs and projects we fund.  We thought it might be time to dig a little deeper into that pie, to 
give you a more precise picture of how our fundraising efforts enhance our kids’ educational experience.   
 The HSA’s primary function is to support Lafayette in ways that the D.C. Public School System cannot.  Your 
contributions show up in the classrooms, in the school building, outside on school grounds, and all over the city as our 
children benefit from enriching field trips. Among other things, the HSA:  
* Pays for full- and/or part-time art, music, and peace studies teachers 
* Provides grants to teachers to help purchase art supplies and musical instruments 
* Provides subsidies to ensure that all students can participate in field trips  
* Enables teachers to attend Kennedy Center and other workshops so they can better integrate the arts into their overall 
curricula 
* Plans and funds renovations, such as the cafetorium, library, and repairs to bathrooms and kitchen. 
 Starting in early December, look for new photo displays around the school depicting the “arts in action” at Lafayette 
– students creating art, making music, and putting your investments in the HSA to great use.    
 And how does the HSA get the funds to support these programs?  The old-fashioned way: we raise it. Your annual 
HSA dues, generous contributions, and participation in fundraisers make it happen.  More than just building school spirit, 
events like the fall festival, gift wrap and calendar sales, and raffles are a major source of how we pay for the arts 
programs and other projects that make Lafayette a stand-out among D.C. schools.   
 And of course, mark your calendars for March 7, 2009:  That’s the date of our annual HSA Auction, the most 
important fundraiser of the year.  Stay tuned for more updates in the coming weeks about this exciting, can’t-miss event! 
As always, thanks for being part of the HSA and lending your support! –Deborah Rephan & Jenny Murray 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
  Another Thanksgiving Day has arrived and all over the school our students have been busy on Turkey Day projects.   
Today the kindergarten class celebrated the day in the cafeteria at lunchtime with turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes and 
that old Pilgrim favorite, macaroni and cheese.  All month the morning announcement student speakers have had the 
choice of “If I Were Elected President” or “What I am Thankful For” to talk about.  While the president theme was 
winning early in the month, Thanksgiving has come in strong the last few days.  The first grade students have been taking 
imaginary journeys through music and movement to visit the Wampanoag to learn what happened to them with the arrival 
of the Pilgrims.  There is a lot of excitement in the air with children sharing news about trips they will be taking and 
relatives they will be seeing.  It’s not quite up to the same level as Halloween or the upcoming December holidays in 
excitement, but for right now it will do.   
 And as in year’s past, I have many things to be thankful for as a school principal.  I get to come to a world so 
different from those most of you go to each day.  Yes, you all sat in a classroom at one time in your life and come up to 
visit with great regularity, but very few parents actually get to experience the real ins and outs of a school.  This week our 
4 year olds began learning about the letter ‘f’.  How it has a lower case form and an upper case form and how it makes a 
very special sound and how the words fish and fox start with this letter.  How a cardboard divider with a fishing net on it 
has become the world of the ocean to explore.  And among all the other things 4 year olds know about fish (swim in 
water, have fins and gills, eat worms) one little boy also knows you also cut them up with a knife and eat them. It is 
simply amazing to see how much they have grown and matured over the past 60 days.  Upstairs the 6th grade is the 6th 
grade.   A little moody, feeling too big for what they see as a little kid school, slightly disoriented about what the future 
will be next fall.  But hard at work on their African country research papers, learning about the ins and outs of geometry 
and writing personal narratives.  
 I am thankful that our arts program just keeps getting better and better each year.  This month saw the first grade 
students celebrate American songs and symbols in honor of Veteran’s Day and the fourth grade have a very successful 
Native American Powwow with songs, dances, crafts and art projects.  Parent after parent stopped by to say to me they 
finally understand how arts integration works for their child.  How tying in all the different activities made the learning so 
much more meaningful and interesting.  How they enjoyed the creativity demonstrated by the children.  We’ve been 
working on this school focus for over four years now.  And still all over the school, teachers keep wanting to learn more 
and more about how they can add these techniques to their instructional repertoire.  
 And I’m thankful for the support I get from so many that lets me keep doing this job day after day.  I have worked 
under 7 superintendents since coming to DCPS.  I have had 8 different immediate instructional superintendents.  When 
Obama kept talking about “Change We Can Believe In” all I could think about is all the change that DCPS has gone 
through since I came on board 10 years ago.  TV soap operas have more consistent casts than DCPS has staff.   Yet I have 
many constants in my life.  The computer wizard that I met in 1969 and who still puts up with me.  Our two grown 
children who we couldn’t be prouder of.  Teachers who really seem to appreciate all I do to keep the dysfunction out of 
their lives and repay me by teaching with their whole beings.  Support staff that always makes me look good as we meet 
all those little compliance marks that DCPS finds so important. But in the end it is the children, over 600 of them that 
arrive each and every morning ready to be safe, kind, responsible and work hard, who make everyday so much fun.  Who 
wave at me or give me hugs as they walk by in straight quiet lines.  Who always have something very important to tell 
me. And who say, ‘Gee, Mrs. Main.  Have you ever thought of being a teacher?  You’re pretty good” when I help out in a 
classroom.  So enjoy your turkey dinner with your children.  We’re giving them back to you for the long weekend.  But on 
December 1, through the doors they will come, ready for more learning, and at least for 6 ½ hours a day, ours.  We’re 
thankful to get to see them grow and learn.  And we know you are too. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER INFORMATION – Lynn Main, Principal 
Please keep this for further reference this winter. 
 In the event of inclement weather this winter, please be reminded of the following procedures for delayed openings, 
for early school closure, and for closing school for one or more days. 
To find out what the local situation is: 

• Please watch the local TV stations 
• Listen to local radio stations 
• Watch DCPS cable channel 28 
• Visit the internet at www.k12.dc.us 
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DCPS uses the following codes: 
Code RED   Schools and administrative offices are closed. 
Code YELLOW  Schools are closed to students and teachers.  Administrative offices are open on time. 
Code GREEN Schools are open for teachers and students 2 hours late at 10:45 am Administrative offices are 

open on time. 
Code ORANGE Schools and administrative offices open 2 hours late at 10:45 am. 
Code BLUE Schools open on time. 
 If we have a sizable accumulation of snow, the sidewalks to the main entrance on Broad Branch Road are cleared 
first.  Then we clear the entrance to the pre-kindergarten area.  The blacktop to the park walkways is last on the list.  All 
children know how to get to their classrooms from the Great Hall.  There will be people in front of the school meeting 
your cars in the event of large amounts of snow piled along side the roads that limit parking around Lafayette to help get 
children out of the cars and up the Broad Branch stairs.   
 Believe it or not, the way I find out that school is closed or delayed is to watch the TV news just like you. 
If a decision is made to close school early, the earliest we will close is after lunch.  We do not leave the school until all 
children have been picked up.  We do not dismiss the children to just go on home. You can designate another parent or 
family friend to pick up your child for you in case of early dismissal.  Just let your child’s teacher know about your 
arrangements. 
 
FROM THE ART AND MUSIC ROOMS –Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher grades 1 - 6,  
                                                                         Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher grades 1 - 6 
 Our 4th Grade POWWOW, held last week in Lafayette's Cafetorium, was a roaring success and a great time was had 
by all. We loved seeing all of your family members making a talking feather, a sand painting or a beaded piece. It was so 
fun to see so many of you dancing the circle dance and the two-step and enjoying our museum. The regalia created and 
worn by your students were delightful. We hope those of you who were at the Powwow had a chance to ask the meaning 
and significance of all the symbols and objects on each regalia. As for the scavenger hunt, twenty-two eagle-eyed 4th 
graders correctly guessed all the scavenger hunt items! Our prizes will be awarded later. 
 Special thanks goes out to parents Anna Callon, Wendy Gadson, Julie Spaeth, and Claudia Tassara who helped 
Wednesday morning with the museum set up. Also thanks to Linda Alder, Kimmo Kartano, and Eleanor Taylor for 
coming after school Wednesday to help set up the crafts stations, and to all the numerous parents who helped out with the 
craft stations during the POWWOW. And when it was all over, Linda Geen, Alexis Howard, Nani Lopez and Lisa Oakley 
stayed to cleanup and take down the museum. If we have forgotten to mention your name, please know how much you 
were appreciated! We couldn’t have done it without you all!!! 
 
LAFAYETTE 2009 CALENDARS ARE ON SALE NOW BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL Mondays and 
Wednesdays. 2009 Calendars featuring the art and poetry of our very own Lafayette students make wonderful holiday 
gifts! Help support publications (including our Art and Literary Anthology which comes out in the spring!) Checks made 
payable to LHSA preferred! 
 
ACCELERATED READER NOVEMBER UPDATE – Kathy Echave and Judith McIntosh 
  The Accelerated Reading program is open and available to all Lafayette readers in grades 1-6. Students have been 
learning about the program during their library visits and they have been taking practice quizzes. An accelerated reader 
comprehension quiz should be taken as soon as possible after finishing a book. Otherwise details, characters and sequence 
of events can become very fuzzy, especially if you've started a new book. (And many, many students have learned the 
hard way that seeing the movie is no substitute for having read the book. In fact, taking a reading quiz based on having 
seen the movie version is a sure way to mess up your reading record. We have Accelerated Reader Quizzes on fiction and 
nonfiction books. Your child's book can come from home, library or a bookstore. However, books that have been recently 
published may not be in the Accelerated Reading quiz bank yet. Getting a quiz into the program seems to take about a 
month for the company. Quizzes can be taken on classroom computers at the teachers' discretion, or with Ms. McIntosh or 
Ms. Echave. (With Ms. McIntosh during their library time, during DEAR, before and after school.   
As of November 21, these were the Accelerated Reader standings: 
Sixth Graders 
Ms. Fratto-522 points. Top Readers: Mikre-Ab Abera, 175; Nikolas Bartash, 82; Daniel Katz, 55 
Ms. Freund-246 points. Top Readers: Benjamin Hartheimer, 68; Samuel Mitterhoff, 44; Claire Parker, 28 
Ms. Snowden-44 points. Top Readers: Maxwell Wade, 14.4; Vasco Dias-Piva-Imparato, 9.9, Annie Fisher, 6 
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Fifth Graders 
Ms Betz-253 points. Top Readers: Reuben Dubester, 135; William Murphy, 41; Lina Klose, 25  
Mr. Gregal-316 points. Top Readers: Justin Bodley-Bjorklund, 70; Adam Schauer, 69.7; John Jensen, 68 
Mr. Jewett-223 points. Top Readers:  Samuel Meroney, 56; Angela Montero, 35; Antonio Fratto, 33 
Fourth Graders 
Ms. Breslin-38 points. Top Readers: Jonah Merriam, 17; Johanna Horvath, 12  
Ms. Kennedy-76 points. Top Readers: Jonathan Kurtz, 59; Mason Strazella, 9; Daniel Geen, 7 
Ms. Shapiro- 58 points. Top Readers: Coleman Ayers, 16.4; Michael Foose, 14.6; Claire Kulaweic, 11 
 Third graders are coming on strong now, and younger grades have started to join in the fun! They have practiced 
using accelerated reader and have taken at least one reading quiz in the library. 
Third Graders 
Ms. Jensen-119 points. Top Readers: Eli Moraru, 33; Jane Angel, 15; Benjamin Korn, 10 
Ms. Kushnir-97 points. Top Readers: Tsega-Ab Abera, 53; Maya Lewis, 11; Jacob Weitzner, 11 
Ms. Tepfer-175. Top Readers: Isaac Frumkin, 63; Hayden Byrnes, 57; Zachary Schauer, 14 
Ms. Yedwab-143 points. Top Readers: Zola Canady, 52; Samuel Himmelfarb, 35; Christopher Norman, 18 
Second Graders 
Ms. Harn-21 points. Top Readers: Claire Schmitt, 5; Aaron Rosenthal, 3.8  
Ms. Nickel-24 points. Top Readers: Marc Brown, 12, Talia Zitner, 11 
Ms. Rankin-27 points. Top Readers: Joshua Taubman, 13; Emily Walke, 4; Zachary Neville, 4 
Ms. Stanton-123 points. Top Readers: Aidan Trinity, 16; Adin Mcgurk, 14; Ellida Prker, 13 
First Graders 
Ms. Baldwin-7 points; Ms. Howard-4 points; Ms. Philips-4 points; Ms. Wappel-6 points 
 Congratulations to all these high point reader leaders. We can't wait to see what December's reading report will 
show! Happy Reading! 
 
SPRING AUCTION PLANNING IS IN FULL SWING…but we still need volunteers! 
*    Calling all photographers (amateur and professional)!   Needed for auction project to take photos of every kid in the 
school (wow)!  We need 5 to 7 photographers! 
*    Artwork or logo designer needed to create artwork for the catalogue and web presence. 
*    Discover your inner-Martha!  Need crafty-types to help kids make piñatas and crepe paper flowers! 
*    Plus... we still need a Sponsorship co-Chair and an Artwork co-Chair! 
Our next meeting is Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7:30 pm at the school.  Please contact Michelle Dolge at 
michelle@dolgefamily.com, or Julie Maner at julie.maner@verizon.net. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
* Indoor Winter Cycling Class. Better than a gym-rat spin class... designed for bikers and triathletes to improve their 
cycling during the non-biking season!  Run by USAT coach and certified personal trainer (and Lafayette Dad and 
Ironman) Steve Dolge. Starts in January, Wednesday nights, 12 weeks, at the Chevy Chase Community Center.  Contact 
steve@secondwindtraining.com for details. 
* Classes and Camps at CREATE Arts Center in downtown Silver Spring.  December Gift Workshop -- 12/2, 12/9 & 
12/16, 4-5:30 pm, 7-12 year olds, using clay, create a unique piece of pottery or sculpture and wrap it in your own gift 
wrap. Winter Break Arts Camp, 12/22-1/2 (two 1-week sessions, shorter times possible if space is available, no 
camp 12/25 & 1/1), 6-12 year olds, One Day Camps on these no school days, 12/8, 1/19, 1/20. New afterschool & 
weekend classes start 1/11. Register online at www.createartscenter.org.  
* Come see two of Mrs. Yedwab’s student’s, Sienna Radifera and Maiah Moody, perform in the Joffrey Nutcracker at 
the Kennedy Center from December 11th to the 14th. Sienna will be performing as a doll in the 1:30pm and 7:30pm 
performances and Maiah will be performing as an angel in the 7:30 pm performances. Tickets are available at the 
Kennedy Center box office, on line at www.kennedy-center.org/tickets/ or by phone at 202-467-4600. 
* Miss Regina of Child’s Play will be holding a workshop for children 2 years and up to make holiday gifts for the whole 
family.  She will be doing this with other artists on December 6 from 10 am – 1 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 4900 
Connecticut Avenue NW.  If you have questions, contact Miss Regina at reggieart123@yahoo.com. 
 
E-mail submissions for the next issue on December 9th to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 
Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday, December 5th.   


