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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
DECEMBER 18 (Thursday) -  HSA Board Meeting 
DECEMBER 18 (Thursday) -  Winter Holiday Parties  

DECEMBER 22 (Monday)   -  No School, Winter Vacation until January 5th    

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – The vocabulary of the arts (page 2) 
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, co-presidents  
 It's hard to believe the first semester is almost over and the winter holidays are here. By now, I think most of 
you have noticed the Christmas trees for sale at the Broad Branch Market. If you have not been notified already, the 
Market has generously offered to split the profits on the sale of these trees if we provide volunteers to help tie the 
trees onto cars. Volunteers are needed in the evenings until December 24th, or until they are sold out. It's a great 
bonus for Lafayette with absolutely no overhead. Please contact Lisa Resch or Diana Rojas if you'd like to 
volunteer.  
 This season is also a great time to think about what you would like to contribute to our Lafayette Auction. 
Donations are coming in, but more intriguing items, enticing trips and romantic getaways will make the auction 
more exciting and lucrative. Please contact Julie Maner or Michelle Dolge with donations or auction ideas.  
 Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Mrs. Hill! 
  

STUDENT COUNCIL SERVICE  
 There are approximately 12,000 homeless people in the DC area and 1,200 to 1,500 live on the streets. 
Blanket the District collects and distributes blankets to those who have no where to go when it is cold outside 
and shelters are filled.  
 The Student Council is asking the Lafayette community to donate “gently” used or new blankets to help 
this important cause.  We will also take hats, gloves, mittens and coats.  Collection boxes will be available in 
the Great Hall until school lets out on December 19th.  We have a goal of collecting 75 blankets in total.  
PLEASE help us make this goal for our fellow DC neighbors. 
 

LAFAYETTE BEARS BASKETBALL  
 The coaching staff and students are so excited for the 2008-09 season to begin!  They are hoping to make a 
run at the city title again. Lafayette will be sporting new basketball uniforms this year. Come on out and support 
the players beginning in December. We will post a schedule when it is finalized. Go Bears!! -- Coaches 

Johnson and Shapiro. 

 

    Boys roster      Girls roster 
    Liam Walsh       Jennifer McLish 

    Robert Wright     Breyonna Evans 

    Kevin Holston     Felisa Michael 
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    Josh Neptune     Nina Clemente 
    Ricky Washington    Angela Montero 
    Aaron Lewter     Ruby Shevlin 
    Cameron Goode           Maisy Dombo 
    Kordell Brown     Jordan Wright 
    Lennard Long     Asha Pappajohn 
    Nehemiah Scott 
    Ben Hartheimer 
    Will Murphy 
    Kimoni Dickens 
 
AUCTION VOLUNTEERS 
 Is your overflowing vegetable garden the envy of your neighbors?  What about your bridge playing skills? 
Your hand-knit sweaters or your homemade linguini? If so, the new Lafayette Auction “Passionate 

Avocations” committee is looking for you. We need people in the Lafayette community to share their passions.  
If you love to do something, then chances are someone else is also interested in giving it a try.  Examples of 
already donated items in this category include a Scotch tasting event, a class on the basics of Korean barbecue, 
a triathlon training schedule, and a flower-arranging consult for that special event.  Anyone willing to volunteer 
a special talent or interest please contact Andrea Paterson at 202/244-8591, or Paterkim1@starpower.net, or 
Anne Marie Boehler at 202-233-1121 or 202-316-1382.  
 
RECREATION NEWS 
 Lafayette Recreation is now holding registration for its Winter Programs.  Basketball ages 4 - 15, Soccer 
ages 4 - 10, Supreme Teens ages 12-19, and Young Ladies On the Rise ages 7 - 15.  For more information such 
as times and days contact the Recreation Center at 282-2206.   

   
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 *Soccer Camp Looking for something fun for your kids during Winter Break?  SoccerStar is a new co-ed 
holiday mini-camp designed for young soccer players ages 6-12.  The camp will take place in the indoor  
basketball area at Bethesda Sport & Health. The camp will focus on developing individual skills through fun 
soccer games and activities, finishing each day with a mini “World Cup” tournament. Director and Coach Craig 
Jones has over 10 years experience coaching youth soccer in the area.  He has worked with players of all levels, 
from beginners to college level, and is currently the Development Academy Director for DC Stoddert and a 
fully licensed USSF coach. Dates:  December 22 & 23 at the Bethesda Sport & Health Club. For Boys and 
Girls, ages 6-12. Time: 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Ages 6-9 / 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ages 10-12)  Cost: $50 Members / 
$60 Nonmembers (Each Half-Day) Contact:  Mitch Henkin at 301-530-5472 or email 
tennistarcamps@earthlink.net. 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
 It’s not difficult to see how much we value the arts at Lafayette.  Visitors to the school always comment on 
the displays in the Great Hall. When I lead our monthly tours, I am always quick to point out what displays are 
new and how often what you see relates to other areas of the curriculum.  And while everything always looks so 
wonderful on display, I often wonder how much of the real ‘art’ information is retained.  I shouldn’t. Some 
examples this week from kindergarten. 
 I was walking next to a grandmother and granddaughter who were leaving school at dismissal. The little 
girl was talking about going home and having some pumpkin candies for a snack.  The grandmother was asking 
about the shape of the pumpkin candy and the little girl said it was like a circle. The grandmother started asking 
a few more questions trying to get (as she later told me) the little girl to use the word round. But not at 
Lafayette. Looking straight up at her grandmother the child said, “Well, it’s really a sphere.”  The grandmother 
looked over at me and gave me one of those who knew smiles as she continued to hear all about a sphere and 
how it is a special round circle. 
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 Then last Friday I was sitting in while a parent was reading a book on colors.  The Planet Hue only had 
three colors - red, blue and yellow - and the colors did not mix. Later on in the story as the colors became more 
adventurous, green, orange, and purple started to appear and by the end of the story the Planet Hue was a very 
colorful place indeed. But the one thing we know about kindergarten children is if they know something, they 
will be sure to tell you.  Up went a hand. “Red, yellow and blue are primary colors.” Before the parent could 
even get to the part of the book where the colors started mixing, the children were telling her how you can make 
three more colors, secondary colors, by mixing the primary ones. And then how red, yellow and orange are hot 
colors, while blue, green and purple are the cool ones. Top the scene off with the little girl in the room who is 
just beginning to learn English. She had to demonstrate her new vocabulary by pointing out all the colors and 
identifying them in English to the delight of her classmates.  It took a long time to read the book.   
 If I had to point to a few things that contribute to the success of students at Lafayette what I saw in 
kindergarten are some of them. Our children have incredible vocabularies and they bring a great deal of prior 
knowledge to school.  And some of that vocabulary is developed through art, music and physical education.  
Lines don’t go up and down and across. They are vertical, horizontal and perpendicular. We don’t just learn the 
names of colors but classify them and soon will be learning how white and black added to colors produce tints 
and shades. We don’t just learn about the basic flat shapes, but add in sphere, cube and pyramid. And down in 
the gym, we don’t just run and jump. We gallop, skip and hop. 
 In elementary school, children are learning between 2000-3000 new words each year. If that sounds like a 
lot, it is. Many they will learn through some of fiction they read. In the upper grades, we use specific materials 
to teach new words along with Latin and Greek roots.  Suffixes and prefixes become big units.  Specific 
vocabulary is taught in science and social studies allowing children to see how many words have multiple 
meanings.  Math has a language all its own. And at Lafayette, some of these words are taught through the arts.  
For what better place to learn the words melody and rhythm, perspective and symmetry, and locomotion and 
aerobic than in art, music and P.E.? Learning vocabulary is a big job and we have to do it. How great it is to be 
at a school with so many different people helping to get the job done.  Is the information taught in ‘art’ 
retained?  It better be.  We need all those special words, too.  
 

 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


