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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 18 – HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
December 18 – Winter holiday parties 
December 22 – Winter vacation  
January 5 – School reopens 
January 15 – HSA Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
January 19 – No school, Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
January 20 – No school, Inauguration Day 
 

NEED A UNIQUE LAST MINUTE GIFT?  WANT TO CELEBRATE THE  
ARTS AT LAFAYETTE ALL YEAR LONG? 

 

LAST CHANCE this week to purchase 2009 Lafayette Calendars before and after 
school in the Great Hall before the New Year hits! $15 each or 2 for $28.  

Checks preferred, made out to LHSA. 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Let’s celebrate the holidays and Lafayette.… (see page 3) 
 
FROM THE HSA – John Katz and Diana Blitz, HSA co-presidents  
The HSA is looking for volunteers for a couple of jobs.  First, we need folks to help conduct our annual self-
audit, which is essentially a check on HSA’s books and record-keeping methodology.  In the past, this has taken 
only a few hours.  If you are interested, please contact Brian Oakley at boakley@scullycapital.com or 202-244-
8994.  Brian already has two volunteers, so we’re just looking for one or two more.   

Second, we need people who are not members of the HSA board, and whose families members are not on 
the board, to serve on the nominating committee, which helps recruit and recommend members for next year’s 
board.  This is a good way to dip your toe into HSA work. Anyone who is willing to help – including those of 
you with prior experience – should let John know.  These are important tasks, so please consider helping out.    
 
FROM THE MUSIC ROOM – Rebecca Stump, Music Teacher, Grades 1-6 
The Advanced Band held an impromptu concert in the Great Hall last Thursday as we tried to find a place to 
make a recording of one of our songs, “The Tempest.”  The recording was submitted on Friday to try to reserve 
a space on the program on the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage on March 30th and 31st.  Three groups from 
our area will be chosen to represent music from D.C. Public Schools, and we are all crossing our fingers that 
our group will receive one of those three nominations. 

Our concert was so exciting for us, and we are all so thrilled at how soon we have a piece mostly 
performance-ready that we wanted to share it with you.  We hope you like it!  Here is a link (thanks to Jeremy 
Main!) that can be used to download (and play) the band’s song:  http://www.box.net/shared/pytvm0rafd. 
 
WELCOME JACQUELINE!   
On November 26, 2008, Jacqueline Marie Stanton was born at 4:44 a.m. after 22 hours of labor.  She weighed 9 
pounds and 3 ounces and measured 22 inches long!  We send our congratulations to Ms. Stanton and her family 
and welcome little Jacqueline to the Lafayette community.  
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INDOOR TRACK COMPETITION UNDERWAY – Coach Thurston 
Lafayette’s Indoor Track athletes had a chance to test themselves last Friday at the Prince George’s Sports 

and Learning Center running, jumping, and putting the shot at the newly resurfaced facility.  Although this was 
a “developmental” (i.e. practice) meet, it certainly gave everyone a taste of the real thing, from dealing with the 
sound of the starter’s pistol (a little scary at first!), to understanding how to put the shot, jump over the high 
jump bar, and getting over “real” hurdles. Aside from a few skinned knees and elbows from the hurdling 
practice, the team came away unscathed, proud of their performances and eager for more.   

Results of the meet will be posted on the track bulletin board as soon as they are available. We already have 
lots of results thanks to the 2008-9 “Crackerjack Timing Team” of Ryan and Daniel Katz, Isabelle Charo, Nick 
Girdis, and Belize Saunders. Our athletes will return to the P.G. Center on Wednesday, December 17th, for 
“Developmental Meet II,” which will focus on relays, long and triple jumps, more hurdles, and the 200 meter 
dash left over from Friday. 
 
FROM THE ART ROOM – Laurie McLaughlin, Art Teacher, Grades 1-6 
As you’re wrapping and unwrapping those gifts over the holidays, please save your tubes and boxes for our 3rd 
grade architecture unit building project.  All sizes are good, from the littlest up to double the size of a cereal 
box.  Please send them in to the art room in early January. 

I am pleased to announce that, very soon, you will be able to see the first installment of framed Lafayette 
art hanging in our very own Broad Branch Market!  The first display features selections from the Great 
Migration paintings created last spring by the following 6th grade students: Aaron Lewter, Ryan Katz, Mikre-
Ab Abera, Liam Walsh, Kira Forster, Xavier Nogueira, Tommy Banks, Richard Quiroga, Taylor Waits, Belize 
Saunders, Marla Solow, DeLonial McCombs, Isabelle Charo, Robert Wright, and Lila Weitzner.  Please express 
your appreciation to the Tracy at the Market for purchasing the frames and making this display possible. 

Note to first and second grade parents… the pottery coming home is dishwasher and microwave safe. 
Enjoy! Have a happy holiday season and if you can, try to find time for lots of art making and appreciating over 
the two week break! 
 
RECREATION NEWS 
Lafayette Recreation is now holding registration for its Winter Programs.  Basketball ages 4-15, Soccer ages 4-
10, Supreme Teens ages 12-19, and Young Ladies on the Rise ages 7-15.  For more information, such as times 
and days, contact the Recreation Center at 202-282-2206. 
 
BLANKET THE DISTRICT – Maggie Stokes, 6th grade Secretary 
This winter the Student Council is organizing a fundraiser for homeless people around the D.C. area. We are 
collecting new or gently used gloves, mittens, hats, and blankets.  The donation box is in the Great Hall. Our 
goal is seventy-five blankets.  All donations are due by December 19th.  PLEASE DONATE! 
 
LAFAYETTE SWEATSHIRTS – ADULT SIZES, TOO – JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 
Back by popular demand!  Thick hooded sweatshirts in Lafayette colors will be available for sale on Thursday 
and Friday, December 18th and 19th in the Great Hall.  We now have a limited supply of adult XL, L, M, and S 
in addition to youth sizes; $17.50 for youth sizes and $22.50 for adult. Reusable shopping bags and bumper 
stickers will also be on sale. Stock up this week, and stay tuned for NEW Lafayette-themed items in 2009!  
 
2008 LAFAYETTE ARTS NIGHT (LAN) DVDs FOR SALE 
The LAN from May 21, 2008 has been re-released!  To jog your memory, LAN showcased the talents of last 
year’s Pre-K, Kindergarten, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade classes, as well as the Beginning Band, Advanced Band and 
Percussion Ensemble.  Now for only $10; one dollar of each sale will be going to IDE, which is still providing 
support for the Myanmar survivors. Contact Paul Rosenbaum at 202-441-0925 or rosenbaumpaul@msn.com.  
In the Great Hall next Thursday after school for easy pickup. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It’s beginning to look and sound a lot like Winter Break is almost here.  From the music room you can hear the 
sounds of Feliz Navidad sung in Spanish and Ocho Kandelikas sung in Ladino.  Down in Pre-K we have 
students who know every word to Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer and Santa Claus is Coming to Town.  
Holiday artwork is on display around school.  Every morning on WLES students and teachers share some of 
their favorite holiday traditions or memories.  When we walk out of the building this Friday, it will be 16 days 
before we all come back together again and get on with the business of reading, writing, and mathematics.    

There have been some challenges to the beginning of this school year.  Two of our teachers have undergone 
major surgery this semester, something that has never happened before.  Ms. Rankin is back with us while Mrs. 
Hill is currently in a rehabilitation center undergoing an extensive physical therapy regimen. There have been 
some blessings, too.  In less than a year, as a staff we have welcomed three new baby girls and have some more 
grandbabies on the way in the coming year.   In a school community that probably has over 2000 members 
counting students, siblings, parents, teachers, and other staff members, we have had our share of family crises, 
health issues, births, and deaths.  We have spent mornings announcing winners in races and math competitions 
and then spent afternoons encouraging other students to keep up the good effort because look how much your 
performance is improving, too.  We continue to give out those coveted Golden L’s for being safe, kind, 
responsible, and working hard.  

This past Saturday I hosted a rehearsal of the chorus I sing with here in our renovated cafetorium.  With the 
holidays upon us, a rehearsal location could not be found so I got a phone call asking about the school.  Sure, I 
said, come on over, wondering how we would compare when most of the time our final rehearsals are in the 
concert hall at the Kennedy Center.  So in came about 200 singers and instrumentalists for three hours of 
rehearsing our Christmas concert program.  The rehearsal went flawlessly, the sound was quite good, and we 
are in line to get a free piano tuning.  

All year long, in article after article, DCPS is described as the worst school system in America.  The lowest 
test scores, the highest drop out rate.  One abysmal tale after another.  On Saturday, 200 people got to see a 
different picture of DCPS.  We have several teachers in the chorus and over and over they came up to me and 
commented about high quality of the student work.  People who hadn’t been in an elementary school since their 
own school years wanted me to know how warm and welcoming the school feels.  How bright and cheerful. 
How child friendly.  How they wish their school had been like this.  An art teacher could not believe the quality 
of the art on display and how so much of it directly related to core curriculum content.  And our one Lafayette 
graduate couldn’t believe how much the building had changed over the years.    

So as I get ready to get to head down to Texas to spend time with our daughter and Jeremy’s family, I go 
knowing that no matter what you read and where you read it, Lafayette is an amazing school.  We have amazing 
students who constantly surprise us with their achievements.  We have amazing parents who are so supportive 
of our work with their children.  I have an amazing front office staff and other support personnel who make sure 
the school keeps running each day.  But none of this is possible without the teachers who make Lafayette what 
it is.  Who have embraced arts integration and made it a reality throughout school.  Who are developing new 
technology skills as they learn new applications and methods of communicating with parents.  And who are 
never willing to settle for the status quo but are always looking for new ways to work with children, improve 
our schedule, and the latest in instructional techniques.  They deserve every bit of the two week vacation.  

So have a very joy filled holiday season.  Spend some time making memories and traditions.  Enjoy the 
family visits that are coming up.  We will be back in January.  See you then. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Want to sell your treadmill/ clothes hanger?  Am looking for a treadmill, in good condition, perhaps to give 
as a holiday present.  Anyone dying to get rid of one?  Don’t want to spend a ton of money but will negotiate.  
Call Nancy at 202-537-3287. 
 
Interested in Tae Kwon Do and/ or Mad Science Class after school?  I am in the process of talking to two 
different groups about possibly offering an after-school activity at Lafayette one day a week this winter.  If you 
are interested in participating in: a) a tae kwon do class taught by Flying Kick to be held in the cafeteria for 
students in grades Kindergarten through 3rd; and/or b) a Mad Science class for grades 1st through 3rd, please 
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email me at kate.neville@verizon.net.  More information about the courses is available at  
http://www.flyingkickcenter.com/ and http://www.madscience.org/locations/dc/whatweoffer.aspx?sm=11751. 
 
Part-time nanny available.  Over six years with one family, experience with newborn through elementary 
school children.  Bi-lingual Spanish/English.  Excellent References.  Call Mery Ramos at 301-385-0456. 
 
Nanny available.  Our family is moving to Beijing and we are looking for a new family for our nanny, Jamila, 
of nearly 7 years. Jamila is loving, loyal, and patient.  She’s also a very competent driver and knows the N.W. 
D.C. area really well.  She’s available to work part time or full time and can start immediately if necessary.  If 
interested, please call Elizabeth at 202-746-0962. 
 
The Washington Girls Chorus will hold its annual concert on Saturday, December 20, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.  
Former Lafayette students Kaedy Fischer and Phoebe Lewis will be participating along with fifth graders Emily 
Klineberg and Lizzy Mullaney.  Tickets can be purchased online at the following address: 
http://www.washingtongirlschorus.org 
 
Winter break soccer camp December 22nd and 23rd.  Looking for something fun for your kids during 
Winter Break?  SoccerStar is a new co-ed holiday mini-camp designed for young soccer players ages 6-12.  The 
camp will take place in the indoor basketball area at Bethesda Sport & Health.  The half day camp (9 a.m.-12 
p.m. ages 6-9 / 1 p.m.-4 p.m. ages 10-12) will focus on developing individual skills through fun soccer games 
and activities, finishing each day with a mini “World Cup” tournament.  Director and Coach Craig Jones has 
over 10 years experience coaching youth soccer in the area.  He has worked with players of all levels, from 
beginners to the college level, and is currently the Development Academy Director for D.C. Stoddert and a fully 
licensed USSF coach.  Register online at www.tennistar.com, contact Mitch Henkin at 301-530-5472, or email 
tennistarcamps@earthlink.net. 
 
Tropical home for rent.  Four bedroom available in Barbados from now until early June, $1000 per week.  Set 
back in a private residential area, a couple of minutes from the University of the West Indies, and less than 10 
minute drive to the beach. Gated on 2+ acres of land, relax, and enjoy.  For more information, please contact 
Carl Marshall at 202-270-8802 or ysmarshall@hotmail.com.  
 
Burton Snow Board for sale with bindings.  $100.  Excellent beginner’s board.  202-364-0385. 
 
E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday.   
 
 


