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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
January 21 (Thursday) — HSA General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
January 22 (Friday) — Records Day, 12:15 p.m. dismissal 
February 12 (Friday) — Professional Day, No School 
February 15 (Monday) — Presidents Day, No School 
March 1 (Monday) — Parent-Teacher Conference Day, No School 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Take a Look at What’s NEO … (see page 2) 
 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
While we enjoyed a relaxing long weekend, workers were busy at Lafayette. The sidewalk was repaired in the 
front of the school and the asphalt access leading directly to the green top playground was repaved. Inside, the 
bleachers in the gym were repaired and then sanded and stained. DC is certainly improving facilities all over the 
city and we are very appreciative. 

As we stated in previous HSA columns in the Tuesday Bulletin, last year the HSA body approved our 
playground renovation projects and authorized $110,000 for this expense. Subsequently the DC government, as 
part of its agenda to improve school and recreation facilities throughout DC, provided the majority of the funds 
for this project. Thus, the HSA currently has approximately $80,000 un-earmarked in its budget for this school 
year. While some have suggested that we should consider saving this money, the Board believes that our role as 
representatives of the parents and teachers is not to serve as a bank, but rather to thoughtfully determine areas in 
our school that warrant improvement and consequently, financial support. To this end, we surveyed the teachers 
in order to determine classroom and school needs. [It is interesting to note here, as referenced in Mrs. Main’s 
column this week, DCPS used to provide a $125,000 grant annually to high-achieving schools, for which 
Lafayette was a recipient. Chancellor Rhee has not provided this grant in three years and does not intend to do 
so in the future. Historically, Mrs. Main used this money to purchase computers or other technology upgrades.] 

The response to our teacher survey was tremendous. We received a very broad range of requests: file 
cabinets, book series, NEOs, laptops, document camera projectors, LCD projectors, color printers, money for 
school guest performers, pull-down screens, gymnastics mats, track hurdles, headphones, software, graphing 
calculators, math and reading resources, encyclopedias, sound system for the gym, and the list goes on. 

The HSA considered these requests and determined that we may have a couple of options. First, provide a 
monetary grant to each teacher, permitting them to utilize this funding in unique ways depending on class 
needs. In order to maintain accountability to the HSA general body, teachers would process orders/receipts 
through the HSA. We would also ensure that technology ordered would be uniform and compatible throughout 
the school. Another option would be to provide less money to each teacher for their varied purchases and use 
the remaining money to purchase a requested larger ticket item for the school. A third option is to focus the 
entire purchase on a single project, i.e., a technology upgrade for the whole school. 

This Thursday is the HSA general meeting during which we will present these options more fully, answer 
questions and vote on the funds allocation. Please plan to attend if you want a voice in this decision. The 
meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 
AUCTION NEWS 
The Decorations Committee is in need of some special items to help us create the rainforest setting for the big 
night! And in keeping with this year's eco-friendly theme, here's a chance to reduce and reuse some of those 
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things you might be thinking of clearing out of your house. So, if you can donate or loan us any of the following 
items, we'd be most grateful: 
  

• Medium to large stuffed animals, particularly those you might find in a jungle or rainforest (if you'd 
prefer to loan rather than donate these, please "tag" them so we can return them to you promptly!); 

• White holiday net lights or string lights (or colored lights); 

• 4-5 hoola hoops. 
 
We will set up donation boxes for these items in the Great Hall, so please look for them.   

 

 
Student Council Bake Sale to Help Haitians 

  
The student council will be hosting a bake sale on Friday, January 22 at 12:15 p.m. to help the people affected 
by the earthquake in Haiti. Please send money with your child to buy a snack after the half-day. Donations will 
also be accepted. All proceeds will be given to the International Red Cross. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
If you have children in the intermediate grades you might be wondering if we are teaching a unit on The Matrix 
movies if you have heard them talking about NEO. No, we aren’t into incomprehensible science fiction at 
Lafayette. (Did anyone really understand what those movies were about?) Your children are talking about our 
new portable word processors. Our new NEOs. 

Formerly called AlphaSmarts, NEOs are small, battery-run word processing machines. About the size and 
weight of a textbook, they can be carried anywhere to be used. Since they have no Internet capabilities and can 
only be used for word processing, they have fewer distractions for students while they are in use. They do have 
spell-check on them, which the children love. After typing is completed, everything can then be downloaded 
into one of the classroom computers and further formatting can take place or the paper can then be printed. 
Costing less than $200 apiece, they are an economical way to get more technology into our classrooms. And I 
think whoever designed them must have worked for Fisher-Price—my gold standard for toy manufacturing—at 
one time. They seem to be practically indestructible.   

I first became acquainted with AlphaSmarts almost 20 years ago when technology for students with 
disabilities began entering schools. Laptop computers were prohibitively expensive so many schools adopted this 
technology as an alternative. We have always had a few at Lafayette since my arrival that students with special 
needs were able to use at home and in class. But this is the first time we have had a set for an entire class to use. It 
is certainly speeding up the writing process. A keyboarding program is included and several teachers have talked 
about trying to work that into an already overcrowded schedule. Though with the numbers of devices out there 
that seem to need thumb typing, I’m not sure how much longer we will be using all our fingers.   

Technology in school is a constant challenge. The last student computers we received directly from DCPS 
arrived in 2006. Anything newer we have purchased out of our own school funding. Those 2006 machines are 
now considered to be practically obsolete. While the central offices in DCPS got an update in their Microsoft 
Office software the schools did not, so very often documents were sent to me that I couldn’t open until I got 
some software to help with the file conversion. And although we used to get some additional funding for being 
a high achieving school that practice has stopped. Many of our big purchases were made using that money. So 
now it seems we are always playing catch-up.   

So while we have lots of other needs, we are very excited about our NEOs and their possibilities at 
Lafayette. Almost every day they come out of their storage cart and into one of our red wagons to be delivered 
to their next classroom. Out come the final drafts for final typing. You can hear a pin drop in a room where they 
are being used. Finally into the teacher’s computer for final printing. Just another way we continue to add to our 
resources at Lafayette, even with limited funds. So ask about NEO. If your child hasn’t met one yet, he or she 
will soon. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Milk Jugs Wanted: For a school arts project hundreds of recycled gallon and half-gallon milk jugs (clear 
plastic variety) are needed to build a large igloo. Please drop them off clean and un-squished on my front 
porch at 3224 Oliver Street just down the street from the track. Your milk jugs will be recycled in a highly 
creative way! Many thanks, Maude Fish 

• Babysitter Available: We're a neighborhood family looking to help our babysitter find a new position as 
our toddler is starting daycare at our office. Ms. Irma Benitez is friendly, responsible, patient, and available 
full-time starting January 11. She has experience with infants, toddlers, and young children, and has 
excellent references from us and others. Her contact information is (240) 706-0481. Nathaniel and Anna 
Dean. 

• Nanny Available:  Looking to help our weekend babysitter find a new full time job as the family she has 
worked with for many years is moving out of the area. Aurora is a mother of grown children and is 
extremely conscientious, warm, reliable, drives, and loves children and babies. Aurora Hernandez's cell 
number is (240) 271-9883. Please feel free to contact me for a reference - Julie Coan 202-669-5453. 

• Housekeeper Available: Monica Mzezewa, a student at Wesley Theological Seminary, is available for 
housecleaning. Reasonable rates. Contact Monica at:  (301) 755-5328.  

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday. 

 

 


