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              Community Notices March 19, 2024

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Headfirst Summer Camps

Headfirst Summer Camps is proud to partner with Lafayette Elementary School to offer families 5% off camp tuition when you use promo code LAFAYETTE5 at checkout! We offer day camp programming at 6 sites across the DMV area, with experiences for campers aged 3-13. Our offerings include Classic Day Camp, Multi-Sport, and STEM-based learning, all with the focus of inspiring every Headfirst camper to be their personal best every day! Swimming, including lessons, is included at most of our sites! Learn more at our website headfirstcamps.com or reserve your spot at our upcoming webinar on March 27th, 2024, at 7:00 PM.

Miss Lizzie’s Literacy Boot Camp

This camp is perfect for learners of all abilities as we pull the curtain back on early reading skills and discover the magic of sounds within words! This camp is designed to instill confidence in learners entering K-2nd grade before the school year starts, and to instill peace of mind in parents after a summer of fun. Camp runs August 5-9.

 

Lizzie Pichowicz is a seasoned Orton-Gillingham educator, currently earning her Master’s from one of the top universities in the nation in Reading & Dyslexia Education (University of Florida – ranked #2!). She is very passionate about children learning how to read the right way, the first time they learn!

 

Class size is intentionally small so that each child can receive the instruction that they need. There is a lot of interest from families entering kindergarten next school year! You can also check out Lizzie’s teaching style on Instagram, @the.good.vibes.teacher.

 



            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Pi Day 2024 Results

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              It was an exciting Pi Day in the Math Cave as dozens of students gathered to show off their Pi digits on March 13th. A special shout-out goes to kindergarteners Nia Speight and Libby van Grack who stopped by to recite. We might have to add in a kindergarten competition next year! The winners are listed below, but we are proud of all the children who joined us. Every year we are amazed at our students’ dedication to this annual event and we thank you for your continued support of the math program at Lafayette.

Erin Duchinsky & Edie Stanton

First Grade

	 	Name	Class	Digits
	1st place	Sydney Holloway	1P	54
	2nd place	Maia Edelman-Strauch	1P	53
	3rd place	Anya Nagaraj	1P	35
	3rd place	Elizabeth Park	1H	35


 

Second Grade

	 	Name	Class	Digits
	1st place	Adair Angel	Daley	124
	2nd place	Eila Mody	Field	90
	3rd place	Bridget Kelley	Shaw	86


 

Third Grade

	 	Name	Class	Digits
	1st place	Charles Van Grack	3S	273
	2nd place	Bryce Dynan	3V	90
	3rd place	Grayson Speight	3K	69


 

Fourth Grade

	 	Name	Class	Digits
	1st place	Kate Palacheck	4M	303
	2nd place	Rosie Cohen	4C	301
	3rd place	Savanna Tuss	4C	146


 

Fifth Grade

	 	Name	Class	Digits
	1st place	Abby Cohen	4Can	354
	2nd place	Parker Healey	5M	270
	3rd place	Alice Colligan-Zullow	5W	132


 

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              March Cub Facts is here!

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
               Enjoy the stories, poems, and activities in this magazine created by our 4th and 5th Grade students! 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              More Flex Classes Just Added: Lacrosse and Pottery

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
               

Flex is a great way to do an intro to lacrosse with fun college coaches (and no driving!). Also, the Tuesday pottery class sold out, so they opened the Wednesday pottery class up to all grades to make more room. Snag your spot! Classes will begin the week of April 8th. See flyer for class schedule and class descriptions. Sign up now!

 

Sign up by going to Home – Trusted After School Program Management (flexacademies.com) and clicking on register now. 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              HSA Meeting April 8

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Please join the HSA General Meeting with speakers on How To Talk To Your Kids About Disabilities and we will also review the HSA Budget. Monday, April 8 7 PM – 8 PM via Zoom. ALL are invited. 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Advocating on DCPS-Proposed Budget Cuts

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Dear Lafayette community,

Your advocacy is urgently needed. For many schools across DCPS – including Lafayette – the Mayor’s proposed budget is woefully inadequate. It leaves schools without funds to cover their current staff and having to cut positions. 

Sign this petition to advocate for increasing school budgets! 

Costs have gone up, and this year’s budget does not cover those greater costs. The proposed DCPS budget therefore contains cuts — small increases in funding provided in the Mayor’s budget do not come close to covering the new required costs — for a majority of schools. If nothing is done, hundreds of DCPS’s best teachers will be laid off at a time when we need to be working to retain teachers and staff. 

For Lafayette, this could mean the loss of eight positions across all teams and at least three classroom teachers. You can read more about anticipated impacts at our school here. 

Sign this petition to advocate for increasing school budgets! 

Your advocacy now could help influence the budget process. Please sign the petition and share with other concerned parents/neighbors/citizens. We have an opportunity to change the trajectory of school funding, but we need everyone’s voice! Together we can help ensure a bright future for all DCPS students!

For more ways to advocate for sensible school budgets, see our Advocacy page.

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Preparing for Enrollment Season, Celebrations, and Other March Updates

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Dear Lafayette Families –

Enrollment season for 2024-2025 is coming soon (March 29th)!  This year’s online enrollment requires parents to have access to the Aspen Parent Portal.  Please take 3 mins to complete the survey to indicate if you do/don’t have access to the Aspen Parent Portal:   Aspen Parent Portal Enrollment Survey

**This is not the online enrollment, but a critical first step in being sure that all families can access the online enrollment platform.

Don’t forget there is a community meeting this evening hosted by DGS, DCPS Facilities,and DPR to discuss the storm water management plan, including decision making about the surface of the field behind Lafayette (turf or grass).  Want to learn more?  Share your thoughts on the surface?  Join the meeting in person at Lafayette at 6 pm

I also want to take moment to celebrate and honor the members of our mental health team – our school counselors (Shakirra McKinley and Jillian Diesner) and our school social workers (Erin Ayers, Sophia Carre, and Marjorie Jean).   This team is invaluable to the work we do every day with our students.  National School Counselor’s week was Feb. 3rd – 7th and March is National School Social Worker Month.  I know we all share the same gratitude and appreciation for the work they do all year round!  Please join us in sending our appreciation and gratitude to our amazing Social Workers and School Counselors, all of whom fully embody the National Association of Social Workers motto of “Inspiring Action, Leading Change”.  Please click here to find the MHT newsletter with links to learn more through other resources.

Congratulations to our Boys’ Basketball team who won the semi-final championship game Tuesday evening vs. Murch by one point at the buzzer!!!!  Well done to our players and coaches!!!  Join us for the City Championship game on Monday, 3/18 at HD Woodson High School at 5 pm. 

A huge shout out also goes to Ms. Diesner and our ASL Club.  Last week’s “Signing Town” event was an enormous success.  It featured over 50 participants who moved around “town” to different areas and learned to sign and communicate in sign language.  It was a terrific evening in learning, understanding, and fellowship.

Looking for Spring Flex Time Enrichment options for after school?  Registration began on Tuesday, 3/12!  Register here on Tuesday 3/12 at 5 PM by clicking “Register Now.”  More information is here:  https://www.lafayettehsa.org/spring-flex-sign-up-tuesday-3-12-at-5-pm/

Students, parents, and grandparents are invited to attend Lafayette’s first Mindful Monday in the Peace Room from 8:15-30am on Monday, March 25th. We’ll start with a mindful moment led by a student. Then, we’ll personally reflect on how mindful we were during March, so we can each set intentions for the month of April. Mindful Mondays will occur at this time on the final Monday of every month and are open to the entire Lafayette community. Questions? Contact *protected email*


Upcoming Dates and Events

Wednesday, 3/13 – DGS/DPR Meeting about the Field Surface,

Monday, 3/18 – Boys’ City Championship Game, 5 pm @ HD Woodson High School

Wednesday, 3/20 – March LSAT meeting

Monday, 3/25 – Mindful Monday, 8:15 am in the Peace Room

Thursday, 3/28 – HSA Belonging Committee:  “Dream Town” Book Event with the Author, 7 pm

Monday, 4/8 – HSA General Meeting and Informative Speaker Series; “How to Talk to Your Kids about Disability” – April 8th, 7 pm – 8 pm; Zoom

Saturday, 5/4 – Spring Auction; Save the date

Arts Nights – 6:00 pm – 7:45 pm

            -Thursday, May 9th – PK/KDG/1st Grade

            -Thursday, May 16th – 2nd/3rd Grade

            -Thursday, May 23rd – 4th/5th Grade

 

Here’s to a great long weekend!  Thursday, 3/14 is not only Pi Day, but also Parent Teacher Conferences, and Friday, 3/15 is a day off of school for students and staff.  We’ve all survived Daylight’s Saving time and are looking forward to seeing everyone back at school on Monday, 3/18.

Enjoy the beautiful weather and the extra days off,

Dr. B

 

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              March 20th LSAT Meeting

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              The Lafayette LSAT will meet on Wednesday, 3/20 from 7:30 am – 8:30 am via Teams.  The link is below.  The agenda is as follows:

March 20th LSAT Agenda

– LSAT election process

– Discuss Middle of the Year data

– Enrollment Season: deadlines, strategies and approach

– April meeting date change due to Spring Break

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device

Click here to join the meeting

As a reminder, all LSAT meetings are open to the public.  However, the only meeting participants are the elected parents, staff, and community members.  

Would you like to have a question or issue addressed by the LSAT?  Drop your question here. 

 

            

          
          
        


		
    
    
      
        
          
            
              Lafayette Archer Club News

              

              

            

          

        
        
      

    


    
      
        
          
            
              Congratulations to everyone on the team for this achievement. The archery club is comprised of 4th and 5th grade students. We practice during school lunch and recess times as well as some after school. All students in these grades participate in PE class and then some choose to participate in the club.  As a club we instill the core values of perseverance, integrity, caring and responsibility.

Here is a sampling of some of our archers scores for the tournament. Most of the archers had personal bests or scored close to their previous score!

Top 10 Scorers:

Nava Zwerdling (5th grade) – 219

Nia Fabrikant  (5th grade) –   216

Gabe Kline (5th grade) – 208

Audrey Ponchione (4th grade) – 205

Parker Healey (5th grade) –  205

Elisabeth Okada–Vanze (5th grade) – 204

Alice Colligan-Zullow (5th grade) – 197

Sam Hyde-Parish (5th grade) – 194

Graham Healey (4th grade) – 193

Ana Huggins (4th grade) – 173
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