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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
February 10 (Wednesday) Jump Rope for Heart 
February 11 (Thursday) – Valentine’s Day Class Parties 
February 11 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
February 12 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day 
February 15 (Monday) – No School, President’s Day 
March 1 (Monday) – No School, Parent/ Teacher Conference Day 
March 11 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
March 19 (Friday) – No School, Professional Day 
March 20 (Saturday) – HSA Auction 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Let us entertain you (page 5). 
 
FROM THE HSA - Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, Co-Presidents   
Happy Groundhog Day!  Hopefully everyone has turned in his or her Jump Rope for Heart  (JRFH) permission 
slips; the deadline was last Friday. The actual JRFH event is taking place on Wednesday, February 10th.  
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the upcoming auction on March 20th.  If you have not yet donated, 
it’s absolutely not too late. Please click on this link below to read what items the auction committee is urgently 
seeking:  
http://www.lafayettehsa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=103:support-lafayette-auction-
2010-donations-ideas&catid=10:support-lafayette-main 
 The school’s Marquis de Lafayette statue, which was accidentally damaged with a firm hug last year, has 
been repaired. We are fortunate that a talented Lafayette family restored it to its museum quality free-of-charge. 
We are planning an unveiling ceremony in the next few weeks to officially welcome it back; when the date is 
set, we’ll send out a Constant Contact message.  
 Principal Main has been diligently working the numbers to determine the allocation of Lafayette funds as 
stipulated in the DCPS 2010/2011 budget. The LSRT will host a community meeting to share the DCPS and 
Lafayette projections later in February, all are encouraged and welcome to attend. Lastly, a few dates to note:  
2/11 are Class Valentine’s Day parties, 2/12 no school for a professional day, 2/15 no school for President’s 
Day and no school on 3/1 for Parent-Teacher conferences. 
 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Jump Rope for Heart is just around the corner! Students who turned in permission slips will be able to 
participate.  Pledges are not due until February 26th. When finished collecting, please place funds in the JRFH 
envelope, fill it out completely, and then put in the JRFH box in the Great Hall.  If you do collect pledges please 
try to convert any cash into a check.  This makes the process more manageable. All checks should be made out 
to the  “American Heart Association.” 
 Collecting pledges has never been easier. Just register online at www.americanheart.org/jump Click on 
Washington, DC, and then find Lafayette and you’re ready to register. If we can get 50 people to just register 
online then we have a chance to win a box of door prizes to give away during the event. So if you’re interested 
please register to help us out. 
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 The gym will be rocking the next couple of weeks as we prepare for our event.  We will be practicing and 
learning new jump rope skills along with many dances.  See if your children can teach you a new skill or dance.  
My goal is to get as many Lafayette students’ physically active for at least 60 minutes everyday. 
 Remember, Jump Rope for Heart is February 10th, from 3:15 to 5:30 for 2nd -5th grade and from 12:00 to 
1:15 for our Pre-K- 1st grades. If you can volunteer please contact Ms. McClure at 
marjorie.mcclure@dc.gov. Thank you for your incredible support of this event. Ms. McClure 
 
AUCTION NEWS 
CALLING ALL CRAFTY TYPES!  Are you looking for a creative outlet or just a way to get out and socialize 
a little on a school night? The Auction Decorations Committee invites you to join us on Thursday evening, 
February 11th, to help make decorations for the Auction. Takes place at Maite Leo's house, 6220 29th Street, 
NW, around 7:30-ish or whenever you can get the kids settled in for the night! Refreshments and much of the 
supplies will be provided, but we also welcome donations of other needed supplies, such as: Glitter Glue, 
Sheets of poster paper (new or used), especially colored poster paper, Craft paint and/or paint pens & 
markers, Leftover gift wrap, especially shiny or foil wrap, old newspapers and your creative ideas! If you 
think you can make it, please drop a line to Deborah Rephan, drephan2@gmail.com. Thanks and hope to see 
you there!   
 
MORE AUCTION NEWS! - Michelle Dolge and Kristin Willsey, Co-chairs 
Thank you to all the parents who were so quick to sign up for the Lafayette Build-a-Wine-Cellar Party on 
February 20th.  We are encouraged by everyone's enthusiasm.  Contact Liz Wieser for details on the great 
event.  We too are disappointed that so many of you won't be able to attend because the Deal Auction is that 
same night.  It is auction season, and it is difficult to find any weekend during the next few months that isn't 
booked with a school auction or event, so sadly the two coincide.  As future Deal parents ourselves, we 
encourage Deal parents to attend the "Bright Light, Big Cities" auction, which will be a fabulous celebration of 
their new building. We know we'll see you here on March 20th at "Under the Canopy: An Evening in the 
Rainforest.”  
 Keep up those donations!  Donate online by visiting the Lafayette website: www.lafayettehsa.org. We do 
have a wish list for donations, including (especially) Taylor Swift tickets (or Verizon suite) and airline miles or 
hotel points for getaway packages. Visit the donation idea page on the website for ways you can help the 
school.  Maybe your office has connections, maybe a family member has a great vacation home to offer, maybe 
you like to throw parties ... there are so many ways to donate. 
 Invitations to the auction will be mailed later this week. We'll also send an email explaining how to register 
online, so please read it! A new check-in procedure is coming that will eliminate event night check-in lines and 
make reconciling your purchases seamless. 
 
SPELLING BEE  - Joey Horvath, 5th grader 
The Spelling Buzz: Last Wednesday Lafayette held its annual school spelling bee. Thirty-eight brave students in 
grades 3-5 participated. All the contestants sat in chairs on the stage of the cafetorium. The contestants wore 
numbers and when their numbers were called they stood up at the microphone. They had to face their 
classmates, their parents, their teachers and their fears. The judges had a list of the dreaded spelling words, and 
Mr. Thurston, the pronouncer, told the contestants their words and each had to spell - hopefully, correctly.  
 After several rounds of this, only fifth graders Stephen Berg, Eva Brickman and Nick Pomper were left.  
Nick and Eva missed and Stephen was up. He spelled two words in a row correctly to win. His final word was 
“conundrum”.  He spelled it “C-O-N-U-N-D-R-U-M”, which was correct. The crowd roared. ”I didn’t expect to 
win. I thought I would get out on the second round,” Stephen said modestly. ”Now everyone is congratulating 
me. I’m just really happy I won.” Second place winner Eva Brickman said, “ I expected to lose or to get out 
in the first round. I was really nervous, knobby-kneed, breathing hard. My heart was racing so loudly that I 
thought the judges would hear it!”  
  “I wasn’t as nervous,” explained Nick Pomper, our third place winner, “because this was my second time 
in the bee, but I didn’t expect to win because I didn’t study as hard as most people.” Nick is our alternate and 
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will stand in for Eva or Stephen if one is unable to spell in the cluster bee to be held on February 16th. Their 
real work comes now as the three begin to prepare for that bee. They'll work with Ms. Echave three or four days 
a week during lunch. Winning at the cluster bee means advancing to the citywide bee to be held some time in 
March. So another Spelling Bee comes to pass as another piece of Lafayette history is made. Thirty-one rounds 
in the bee is a new school record! Congratulations Stephen, Eva and Nick! And congratulations to the 35 other 
brave contestants. 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
Hi everyone, and thank you for coming to the bake sale for Haiti! We raised almost 600 dollars! It was a lot of 
work for the officers, and 5th grade representatives. There were a lot of people, and now that it is over, we are 
moving on to the Winter Dance. The dance will be in late February or early March, and we would love to have 
theme suggestions from the student representatives.  Again, thank you so much! Sarah Meade, Student Council 
Secretary 
 
FROM THE LIBRARY – Judith McIntosh, Librarian 
All students visit the library every other week with their classes but student are also welcome before and after 
school, with or without a parent, to return or check out books. There are many new books are display and 
currently we are featuring Caldecott and Newbery Award winning books.  
 We have the Accelerated Reading program here at Lafayette Elementary, which is open and available to all 
Lafayette readers in grades 1-6. Students continue to learn in the lower grades about the program. In grades 1-3, 
we read a book at the library and take a practice quiz together. Every student gets a chance to complete one quiz 
with the class during library time. Every student in grades 1-2 will get an opportunity to do this during a library 
visit. New students in the upper grades will also get a chance to complete a quiz with their class. An 
Accelerated Reading comprehension reading quiz should be taken as soon as possible after finishing a book, 
otherwise details, characters and sequence of events can become very fuzzy. Accelerated Reader quizzes are 
available on fiction and nonfiction books. Also, the book does not have to come from the Lafayette library. Just 
about any book found at home, bookstore, or your local library will have an Accelerated Reader quiz that a 
student may take; this includes the "Step Into Reading" books, picture books and other early reading books. 
However, these easier books usually have a .5 point value. So you can see that a student in a lower grade really 
works hard for her points. Quizzes can be taken on classroom computers at the teacher's discretion, in the 
library with Ms. McIntosh before and after school, during library visits or DEAR time. Quizzes can also be 
taken with Ms. Echave. If you would like to know more about the program or take a quiz with your child, 
 please feel free to drop by the library before or after school, no appointment is needed. I would be happy to 
personally walk you and your child through the process of taking a quiz. Here are the latest scores: 
 
 5th Grade 
 Ms. Betz: 623 points 
Top Scorers: Alexander Joyce-Johnson, 165; Abyan Nery, 127; Bruce Hudson, 111  
Mr. Gregal: 400 Points 
Top Scorers 
Michael Foose, 137; Johanna Horvath, 56; Joseph Spaeth, 51 
 Mr. Jewett: 282 Points 
Top Scorers 
John Szulc-Donnell, 133; Claire Kulaweic, 29; Julia Agostino, 27 
 4th Grade  
Ms. Fratto: 1099 Points 
Top Scorers: Tsega-Ab Abera, 258; William Ruppert, 229; Samuel Himmelfarb, 142 
Ms. Freund: 709 Points 
Top Scorers: Jacob Weitzner, 97; Christopher Norman, 99; Michael Edgell, 68 
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Ms. Kennedy: 770 Points 
Top Scorers: Isaac Frumkin, 322; Benjamin Korn, 123; Zola Canady, 122 
Ms. Shapiro: 470 Points 
Top Scorers: Carl Morison, 111; Nicholas Whitman, 105; Kyle Clemente, 70 
  3rd Grade  
Ms. Jensen: 660 Points 
Top Scorers: Zachary Neville, 218; Talia Zitner, 94; Peter Colevas, 74 
Ms. Kushnir: 669 Points 
Top Scorers: Kerry Gionis, 177; David Morales-Sanz, 138; Sarah Cooper, 96 
 Ms. Tepfer: 805 Points 
Top Scorers: Joshua Taubman, 187; George Miller, 163; Robert Kovar, 149 
 Ms. Yedwab: 692 Points 
Top Scorers: Marc Brown, 210; Brendan Smith, 98; Ellida Parker, 95 
  2nd Grade  
Ms. Breslin: 197 Points 
Torin O'Brien, 110; Catherine Hammes, 21; Katherine Bouker, 12; Dawson Byrd, 12 (tie) 
Ms. Harn: 120 Points 
Top Scorers: Maya Canady, 48; Gabrielle Aladjem, 21; Alexandra Waterman, 20 
Ms. Nickel: 153 Points 
Top Scorers: Emma Younger, 37; Ashley Byrnes, 27; Brendan Klein, 27; (tie); William O'Brien, 25 
 Ms. Stanton: 1076 Points 
Top Scorers: Ella Chang-Perlman, 207; Maren Dunn, 186; Elise Reeder, 100 
 1st Grade   
Ms. Cobb: 101 Points 
Top Scorers: Alexander Maner, 28; Allison Pierce, 17; Alexander Metzger, 14 
Ms. Baldwin: 177 Points 
Top Scorers: Andrew Burris, 90; Theo Greiff, 27; Madeline Vassalo, 25 
 Ms. Howard: 109 Points 
Top Scorers: Hannah Darnell, 20; Margaret Hankins, 20 (tie); Gabrielle Cestari, 12; Miranda Moody, 10; Alissa 
Simon, 10 (tie) 
 Ms. Phillips: 28 Points 
Top Scorers: Linnea Byrne-Kvalsvik; 14; Tristan May, 3; Elijah Moore, 3 (tie)  
Ms. Stoffa: 84 Points 
Top Scorers: Lillian Zhou, 60; Angeline Daniels-Arnold, 14; Oliver Miller, 4 
  
There are many students who have earned high points and are close behind the students listed here. 
Congratulations to all the students who are reading more!! 
 
WISE CORNER – Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 
This month the WISE group ("We In Special Education") will discuss a topic that's on lots minds lately - life 
after Lafayette. On Wednesday, February 17th at 3:30pm we will host Deal Middle School's Special Education 
Coordinator and several of their special education teachers.  They will be on hand to discuss the special 
education program and support services that are provided to 6th grade students.  For more information, see the 
attached February WISE newsletter. We hope to see you on 2/17/10! 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Darryl Gee Soccer Tots Program is looking for parent coordinators for the pre-k and kindergarten classes. 
Our spring season is schedule to start the week of March 22, 2010, meeting once a week for eight weeks. If 
interested please contact Evans Malyi at (301) 921-4498 or email us at darrylgeesoccer@aol.com 
*4th Grade All-Girls Soccer Team Needs Players: The very famous and widely talked about Lafayette 
Legend's soccer team has lost a few players during the winter. We are in need of some girls to cover for those 
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that moved away. Ten games and ten practices. Starting in April. Games are on Saturdays and practices on 
Thursdays. Contact Linda von Allmen if interested (202) 364-5193. 
*Spring Break Soccer Camps: First Touch Soccer is holding Spring Break Soccer Camps. Session 1:  March 
22 - 26, 2010; Session 2:  March 29 – April 2, 2010.  TIME: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Full Day all Week; 9:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM: Half Day all Week. WHO:  Boys and Girls Ages 7 & Older  (Younger participants on a case-by-
case basis) WHERE: Convenient Upper NW DC Location (TBD by February 1st) COST: $245/player:  Full 
Day all Week, $165/player:  Half Day all Week; $65/player: Daily participation. All skill levels and abilities; 
Improve touches, passing, ball control, dribbling and shooting skills. For registration, further information 
and testimonials visit: www.FirstTouchSoccer.org 
*House Cleaning and Laundry. Our responsible house cleaner is available to clean your house and wash/fold 
your laundry. Currently working for several Lafayette families. Please call Lourdes Gomez at (301) 768-0392. 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
We have a lot of visitors at Lafayette.  This week we held one of our monthly Tuesday tours for prospective 
students and parents.  It is pre-kindergarten lottery time again and we always have a large January group as 
parents try to make decisions for where they want their children to be next fall.  It’s hard for many of these 
parents to visualize their three year olds a year from now, going to big school everyday.  I try to assure them 
that there is a long time to go until next August and that most children do so much growing in such a short time 
that yes, their little one will be ready for Lafayette.   
 Last Friday it was International Celebration Day for this year’s pre-k students.  After 85 days in school, all 
80 children took to the stage to perform a wide variety of songs in Farsi, Hebrew, Hungarian, Portuguese, and 
Spanish. Standing on the big risers, following their teachers’ directions, watching Ms. Perll, they showed just 
how much they have grown. At the end of their performance, off the stage they walked finding a parent or other 
family member and showing them how we do things at Lafayette full of confidence.  They have mastered so 
many skills this year and were eager to show everyone what they can do.  I’m sure their parents would agree. 
But that was just the start. On Thursday Jonathan Rybka visited us from the Office of School Innovation.   
 Last spring four schools were named new arts integration schools in DCPS.  We are not one of those since 
we adopted our Kennedy Center partnership over 6 years ago.  But we did host several visitors last year as 
funding partners were being found for the new schools to show what goes into making a school an arts focused 
one.  Now Mr. Rybka is going to be helping the new schools move forward in developing their programs.  So 
we walked around the school, looking at student work and other projects on display.  We visited Ms. Howard’s 
class where Lucy Literature (Ms. Howard in disguise) was conducting character interviews with the students on 
a story the class had just finished reading. We walked out to the early childhood arts trailer to see Green Base 
learning all kinds of ways to jump (Jump Rope for Heart is coming up) by connecting them to animals.  And 
then we just spent some time together as he asked questions about how to get teacher buy-in, what kind of 
training we have, how long this process took, and what are some of the pitfalls to look for.  He left saying to 
expect more visits in the future. 
 Think that was all? Not!  All week Margie McClure hosted an after school training for physical education 
teachers.  Actually sponsored by the physical education department, they came last fall looking for a school that 
would be willing to host the classes. We said yes. So for four days last week teachers from all over Washington 
came to learn new methods in fitness training for children.  They used our wireless laptops to learn ways to 
track student performance data on computers.  Our new bleachers had arrived just in time.   
 And more visits are on-line. This week and next we have some art teachers coming from other DCPS 
schools to observe our art program. We have some special education teachers coming to see some of the ways 
we teach children with learning disabilities using multi-sensory materials.  We just received a request from 
UDC to allow them to have some students come to Lafayette to do some classroom observations as part of their 
teacher-training program.  We have an elementary social studies methods class coming from American 
University later this month to see how we integrate the arts into social studies instruction.  And we know the 
phone call and e-mail requests will continue all spring. 
 We like having visitors at Lafayette. We think we have a lot to show and people can learn a lot by seeing 
what we are doing. We are always willing to share ideas and materials with others. And it is just wonderful to 
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hear the positive comments from others who want to know how we manage to do all we do in so many different 
and exciting ways.  So come one, come all to see Lafayette.  Where you will see something wonderful 
happening everyday.  
 
 
 


