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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
February 24 (Wednesday) — ”State of the School” Budget Meeting, 7:00 pm 
March 1 (Monday) — No School, Parent-Teacher Conference Day 
March 11 (Thursday) — HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
March 19 (Friday) — No School, Professional Day 
March 20 (Saturday) — Lafayette Auction, 6:30 pm 
March 26 (Friday) — Records Day – 12:15 pm Dismissal 
March 29-April 5 — Spring Break 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL – There’s No Business Like Snow Business … (see page 2) 
 

FROM THE HSA –Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, HSA co-presidents  
Thank you so much for your help shoveling the playgrounds at school. No doubt our kids will enjoy getting 
back to their normal routines - circle time, recess, circle time, recess... 

Please plan to attend the "State of the School" LSRT meeting this Wednesday evening at 7:00. This 
meeting, which is mandated by DCPS, will give you useful information about the DCPS, 2010-2011 school 
budget and its impact on Lafayette. Mrs. Main will also highlight expected enrollment and the class needs based 
on this projection. Come learn and ask questions. 

 
HOMEGROWN STAFF DEVELOPMENT FOR LAFAYETTE TEACHERS 
No doubt you know of the ongoing arts-integration training that teachers receive from the Kennedy Center, and 
of the four staff development days when school is in session for teachers, but not for students. From college 
courses to professional workshops, Lafayette teachers are continually involved in finding ways to improve their 
methods, management and content knowledge. 

A perfect example is the Daily 5 course currently being taught by three veteran teachers: Kathy Echave, 
Judy McClanahan and Jackie Snowden. The course, which is designed to promote the growth of literacy 
independence in elementary school children, is being offered in four one-and-a-half hour sessions on Mondays 
during January and February. While it’s convenient to have the course on-site, that alone is not enough of an 
appeal to explain the presence of the seven busy teachers who have signed up for the course. 

The course—with its emphasis in setting routines and developing responsibility in young children—is 
highly relevant. Having students with a fully-developed sense of literacy independence is essential for teachers 
who seek to differentiate instruction. “The Daily 5 helps students develop a sense of responsibility,” explained 
veteran first grade teacher Cheryl Phillips, who is taking the course. “Children can take ownership of their own 
learning. They learn to select ‘good-fit’ books and, as a result, practice and read more.” 

With more students to work with and more needs to focus on each year, differentiation is the key to reaching 
every student. “The Daily 5 gives teachers a strong management structure that allows for meeting with 
individual students and small groups,” noted third grade teacher Blake Yedwab who employs multiple strategies 
in her attempts to teach every child. 

In spite of facing more demands than ever before, Lafayette teachers are always on the lookout for relevant, 
hands-on professional development opportunities. "The teachers taking the course are among Lafayette's best," 
said Judy McClanahan. "Still, they are always seeking practical ways to improve instruction." 

"These teachers are busy—like everybody these days—but not too busy to explore new ideas that will help 
them help students to learn," added Jackie Snowden. 
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When asked why she, Ms. McClanahan and Ms. Snowden decided to take on the added responsibility of 
teaching this course, Kathy Echave laughed and said, "Among the three of us, we have over 100 years of 
teaching experience spanning all grade levels. Nearly 60 of those years have been logged at Lafayette, so we are 
quite familiar with our school and its needs. Besides, we obviously just can't stop ourselves!" 
  
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART  
On Wednesday, February 17, Lafayette students were jumping, dancing, shaking and moving to the beat for our 
11th annual fundraiser for the American Heart Association. All told, more than 400 children participated in the 
event.  The day started with our youngest ones taking part during the school day and then ended with 2nd -5th 
grades doing the last dance at 5:30. Overall it was one of the best JRFH. Thank you to all the people who 
chipped in to make it happen. The support from the entire Lafayette community is incredible. Thank you. 

The deadline for turning in donations has been extended to March 5.  Please put all donations in an envelope 
with child’s name and class and then place in the JRFH box in the Great Hall.  Remember that we prefer 
checks. They should be made out to “The American Heart Association”.   

A final “Thank You” goes to Pat Richit from Entertainment Exchange. Pat has a 1st grader at 
Lafayette and was kind enough to lend and set up the music system for the day. This addition really made the 
event great.  Check out the company’s web site if you are in need of entertainment for a special event.  
http://entertainmentexchange.com/. 
—Ms. McClure, Physical Education Teacher 
  
 FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
It’s been quite a week at Lafayette. Our trailer students are navigating their paths through the snow as they go 
back and forth to the building.  It looks a little like a psychology experiment out on the green top, testing to see 
how quickly your ‘rats’ can learn their way through the maze. Our playgrounds were buried under two feet of 
snow so except for the PK children who came to school in snow pants and boots, we were inside all week.  I 
think we have the morning drop-off routine mastered as our team of special subject teachers staffed the entrance 
on Broad Branch Road greeting cars and helping students get out and on their way. Afternoons are a little 
rockier but the bottom line is everyone got picked up within 15 minutes of dismissal even with all the mounds 
of snow. We are still waiting to see when we can park on the streets again but the partially plowed blacktop 
behind the cafeteria has worked well and kept neighborhood conflicts over parking spaces down to zero. 

On Saturday, teams of parents showed up to help shovel out some of the play spaces. The early childhood 
playground looks really good right now. Some big piles of snow in the corners and along the building, but all 
the play equipment is shoveled out and ready to use without needing boots. The primary playground is on its 
way. The green top is another story. The sun never shines on it so melting is a slow process.  Hopefully with the 
temperatures near 50 last weekend and some rain the snow will start to disappear.   

Last Wednesday we managed to get some of the energy out of the students during Jump Rope for Heart. At 
least they seemed a little tired on Thursday. It was probably our best jumping experience ever. The students 
were incredibly cooperative and really stayed focused on their teams and taking turns jumping. I expect to get a 
pie in the face again this year when the final tally is done.   

Included in this week’s Tuesday Bulletin is news about a new after school opportunity for the boys and girls 
at Lafayette. Notebusters is coming to Lafayette this spring. Please read the information in the Bulletin and 
look for the registration form to come home this week. As many of you know, choral music is my ‘therapy’.  
Once a week I get to go to a rehearsal and sing some of the most wonderful music ever written for the human 
voice. I look forward to these Tuesday evenings that lead up to our performances. They provide a little balance 
and sanity in my life. Notebusters is an opportunity for your children to have the same kind of experience at 
Lafayette after school. Please check out the Website address and call the school if you have any questions.   

On Wednesday the Local School Restructuring Team will be hosting an evening meeting with some budget 
and staffing updates for 2010-2011. We are early in the budget process and as I have learned nothing—I mean 
nothing—is finalized yet, but we do have some ideas about some changes at Lafayette for next fall as we 
continue to work through the rest of this school year. I can’t guarantee I’ll have all the answers, but I’ll give it 
my best.   
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So February is on its way out and soon March and spring will be here. As I was coming back to school last 
Friday through Rock Creek Park I saw the first snowdrops in bloom on one of hillsides just north of Whitehurst 
Freeway. It’s about five weeks to the cherry blossoms. We’re almost through this record-breaking winter.  A 
mild, gentle spring would be greatly appreciated by all.  

 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

• Part-Time Nanny Needed:  We are looking for a part-time nanny/sitter for approx 15-20 hours per week 
to help with school pick-up and after school activities for a 7yr old.  Please contact Kathy Abbruzzetti at 
Abbruzzetti.home@verizon.net or call 202-364-2342 if interested.   

• Think Spring with arts camps and classes @ CREATE Arts Center in downtown Silver Spring!  Register 
now for spring break and summer camps. CREATE also offers no school day camps when DCPS is not 
in session— the next date is March 1. Camps run from 9am-3pm for ages 6-14 (13 and 14 years old can 
be CITs). Before and after arts camp care available. The spring session of after school and weekend arts 
classes starts in April. For more information and to register, go to www.createartscenter.org. 

 

E-mail submissions for next week’s issue to TuesdayBulletin@gmail.com or drop them in the Tuesday 

Bulletin drawer in the Great Hall by 3:15 pm Friday. 
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NOTEBUSTERS is coming to Lafayette this spring!!!!!!! 

 

Notebusters is an after school vocal music experience open to children in grades 1 through 5.  
Notebusters is about teaching children to have fun through singing and to enjoy performing in front of a live 
audience.  The children have weekly opportunities to gain confidence by standing up in front of their peers to 
sing alone or in small groups.  They are given lots of opportunities for solo and small group performing 
experience which builds confidence and self assurance, and transfers to all aspects of life.   
 

Notebusters will be directed by Mr. Alex Helsabeck, a professional singer with the US Army Chorus 
and the founder of SHS: Soldiers Helping Students.  Mr. Alex, as he is known to the children, performs 
regularly in the Washington, DC community and across the nation. He has directed Notebusters at Janney 
School and Horace Mann since 2002.  Mr. Alex will be assisted by other members of the Army Chorus in 
rehearsals and in the final performance.   
 

Notebusters will meet on Thursdays after school beginning March 18.  Pick up is at 4:00.  The spring 
session will run for approximately 10 weeks with a final performance for family and friends tentatively 
scheduled for May 23.  In order to maximize the attention that participants receive and enhance the children’s 
weekly enjoyment, we are limiting the enrollment to 75 children spread across the grades.  Registration forms 
will be sent home soon and also will be available in the school office. The fee is $100 per child for the spring 
session.   
 
You may learn more about Mr. Alex and Notebusters by logging onto www.AlexHelsabeck.com 

 

 

SHS Builds PSI 
Soldiers Helping Students Builds Positive Self Images 

 

 
 


