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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
March 11 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
March 17 (Wednesday) – WISE Meeting, 3:30 PM 
March 19 (Friday) –REGULAR SCHOOL DAY (MAKE UP SNOW DAY) 
March 20 (Saturday) – HSA Auction 
March 26 (Friday) – Records Day, 12:15 PM dismissal 
March 29-April 5 – Spring Break 
April 8 (Thursday) – HSA Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
April 16 (Friday) – Emancipation Day, No School 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – March Music Madness (page 2). 
 
FROM THE HSA - Diana Blitz and Lisa Resch, Co-Presidents   
Now that it truly feels like spring, it’s great to see all of our children using our new playgrounds, throwing balls 
on the field, and running on the track. Next week is our largest community fundraising event of the year – 
Auction 2010 – on March 20th. The catalog is complete and available online at www.lafayettehsa.org. Take time 
to read through the available items so that you can be well prepared to bid on your favorites. Remember, the 
auction tickets do not even cover the costs of the dinner and open bar, so the school relies on your generous 
bidding Auction night. 
 We are very excited that a number of people have informally spoken with us about serving on the HSA 
Board next year. If anyone is interested, whether or not you have spoken with us, please contact Cynthia Baker 
at cynthia.baker@duke.edu or Cindy McClure at drawnshoot@aol.com. Also, if you know someone in the 
community that is not a Lafayette parent, we also have two positions on our Board for Community 
Representatives. Remember, March 19th is no longer a Professional Day, it is now a full school day.  
 Please look for the 2009 Dues & Program Fees tax receipt in the mail the week of 3/7/10.  If you do not 
receive one, please contact Pam Gregory at PamGregory@starpower.net.  Thanks! 
 
SPRING AUCTION: UNDER THE CANOPY, AN EVENING IN THE RAINFOREST 
Less than two weeks to the auction and the school is buzzing with excitement!  The Spring Auction will be 
Saturday, March 20th starting at 6:30 PM.  Appetizers, dinner buffet and an open bar are included in your 
reservation price. The portal to the Lafayette website is www.lafayettehsa.org. 
 The catalog is being printed this week and should be in your backpacks on Friday. In the meantime, you 
can browse all of this year's incredible items online, including getaways, birthday packages, class creations 
(made by your own children), parties, and more. This year, you can create a wish list online to keep track of 
your favorite items! 
 Best of Live raffle tickets went on sale Monday at 8 AM. If there are any left, we'll be selling them before 
and after school in the Great Hall this week. 50 tickets are being sold at $100 each. Winner gets his/her pick of a 
Live Auction item. Chances, 1 in 50.  Live items include: A Disney Package, lunch with Mayor Fenty, Brunch 
with Michelle Rhee, a catered dinner for 8 by Top Chef finalist Carla Hall, a cocktail party for 30, July 4th on 
the rooftop of the Kennedy Center, and (since it's a rainforest party) a vacation in Guatemala!  Plus more! 
 Reservations: To keep it easy and green, make your reservations online this year. Visit the 
www.lafayettehsa.org website for a link to the auction site.  You'll need to sign in to make reservations so that 
your purchase is secure. If you'd rather pay by check, use your RSVP card and drop it in the mail or auction 
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drawer for Maura Walsh Rogan. 
 Volunteers:  It takes a village to run the annual auction, and we really need helpers on auction night. 
 During the auction, we need back office workers - folks who are great with data entry and numbers, and we 
need help at the Registration Desk (for either check-in or check-out).  Please contact Michelle Dolge 
(michelle@dolgefamily.com) or Kristin Willsey (kwillsey@verizon.net) if you're interested in helping.  
Thanks for everyone's incredible support!  See you at the auction!  
 
LAFAYETTE TENNIS NEWS 
Please see attachments to the Tuesday Bulletin for information on the Lafayette Lunchtime and Afterschool 
Tennis programs.  
 
WISE CORNER – Jillian Diesner, Special Education Coordinator 
Our topic for this month is Executive Function Skills, which is a popular phrase right now but one that is often 
used to mean lots of different things. In some ways, we ALL suffer from executive function impairments at 
some point or other.  If you'd like to learn more about these skills, what they are, how they affect school 
performance, and what interventions can be used, please read the newsletter and/or plan to attend our meeting 
on 3/17/10 (St. Patrick's Day) at 3:30. The Lafayette HSA provides light refreshments. Hope to see you there! 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*Tutor and sitter available:  Claire Parker, Lafayette grad (2009) now in 7th grade at Deal, is available for 
tutoring (reading, math, and other subjects, K-5) and babysitting. Excellent communication skills and academic 
skills, great with kids. Please write claireparkerdc@gmail.com or call 202-364-4891. 
*Interested in joining a Girl Scout Troop? All girls and their caregivers in Kindergarten through 3rd grade 
interested in joining a Daisy (K & 1st) or Brownie (2nd & 3rd) troop are invited to an informational meeting on 
Wednesday 3/27 at 3:30pm in the upstairs library meeting area. Please contact Liz lizmcf@yahoo.com with 
questions. American University students, who are Girl Scout graduates, have volunteered to lead several troops 
if we have enough interest. 
*Searching for a part-time nanny:  Lafayette family in need of a part-time nanny for four-month-old twins 
and 7 yr old.  Experience with twins or multiple children preferred. Drivers license a plus. Approximately 25 
hrs/week depending on availability. Please email Christine at: burkhartch@usa.redcross.org.  
*Spitfire Fitness Arts is launching its Spring Early Morning Training Camp at Lafayette Park on March 15. 
Classes will incorporate kickboxing drills and brain fitness games to foster quick thinking and focus along with 
yoga and meditation to allow the body and brain to release stress. Classes will meet on Monday and 
Wednesdays from 6 to 7 AM and will meet on the track at 33rd and Oliver Streets. The cost is $320 for the 8-
week session or $25 for drop-ins. A free demo class will be offered Wednesday, March 10 from 6:30 to 7 AM. 
Please bring water and a yoga mat. For more information or to enroll please visit spitfirefitnessarts.com 
*Babysitter and house cleaner available.  Experienced babysitter available for evenings, Fridays, and 
weekends. Great with babies and children of all ages. Also available for house cleaning. Please call Mary at 
244-0301 or 230-2337. 
  
FROM THE PRINCIPAL – Lynn Main, Principal 
March is Music and Art in the Schools Month; a time to celebrate all the wonderful learning that takes place in 
those classrooms during the school year.  As an arts integration school we constantly use both our music and 
visual arts program as teaching tools for so many of the general curriculum areas that every month is music and 
arts month at Lafayette.  But when March comes around, we use every Friday afternoon as a way to highlight 
many of our student performers. 
 Starting at about 2:30 in the afternoon, the Great Hall becomes our performance venue for the school.  The 
floor is filled with children as well as both staircases and along each of the balconies.  The area in front of the 
library windows becomes the ‘stage’.  During music class, Mrs. Stump recruits our performers.  From PK to 5th 
grade, students volunteer to do their thing in front of all their classmates.  We have pianists, violinists, singers 
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and dancers.  Classical pieces as well as hits from current artists. The band performs one week as well as the 
percussion ensemble.  Some students are soloists, but others practice together as small groups before they take 
to the stage.  Many days at lunch the LAP room becomes an impromptu rehearsal hall as students work on their 
acts.  Over the course of the month everyone who wants to gets a turn on Friday afternoon. 
 It takes a lot of courage to perform in front of over 600 people. Many parents have told me that their child 
was absolutely terrified before a small piano recital but was so confident about playing that piece at Lafayette.  I 
think we have had only one child who didn’t go on as planned. One reason is that each and every music class 
with Mrs. Stump ends with the performer of the day, one student who does whatever he or she wants in front of 
the class.  Another reason I think is that every child’s performance is so warmly received by the entire student 
body.  We talk a lot about what is good audience behavior and this is a wonderful opportunity to practice those 
skills.  By the time the month is over, well over 50 children will have shared their talents with their friends. 
 So if you get a chance this month, stop in on a Friday afternoon and see what this is all about.  You will not 
get reserved seating, or any seating at all.  Mostly parents are relegated to the far back or hidden corners of the 
Great Hall.  But you will get to see what for me is one of the highlights of the school year.  We have a lot of 
talent at Lafayette.  We want to make sure our boys and girls know that.  And we want to give them an 
opportunity to share their talents with others.  We’ll be on the stage a lot in the coming months. Fifth grade is 
hard at work on their upcoming presentation and third grade will be doing another DC Theater Café.  
Kindergarten plays are on the horizon. Arts Nights (yes, two this year) will be in May. But there is something 
very special about Friday afternoons in March at Lafayette. Check it out.   
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LAFAYETTE LUNCHTIME TENNIS will begin right after Spring Break on April 6th.  
 
The Lunchtime program for 1st-5th graders will begin on April 6th and run for 10 weeks ending on June 
11th.  The fee for the 10 weeks is $100.  Schedules will be set for each class based on other activities such 
as band practices that take place during lunch recess.  Children with a split lunch, play tennis first from 
noon to 12:40 then eat during the third shift.  Students may take only one class per week.  Those who 
want to play more tennis can sign up for the Afterschool Tennis.  If your child played Lunchtime Tennis 
in the fall, you do not have to send in a new registration form.  Just send me an email and a check.  If 
your child didn’t play last Spring you can go to www.LafayetteTennis.org to get a copy of the registration 
form or pick one up from the brochure rack in the Great Hall.  Please send me an email before Spring 
Break to let me know if your child will be doing Lunchtime Tennis.  It is a great way for school friends to 
enjoy a fun physical activity together during their lunch recess.  You can always contact me with 
questions at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com or 202 441-0925.   
 
Lafayette Afterschool Tennis (LAT) runs for 11 weeks starting on April 6th thru June 18th.   
 

Lafayette Afterschool Tennis Program for Spring, 2010 
     
Dates:  April 5 – June 18  6 players per court 
  $165  for 11 wks     

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
3:30 C1 Beg 5-6 Beg 10-13 Beg 5-6 Beg 5-6 Adv Beg 10-13 

3:30 C2 Beg 7-9 Beg 6-7 Beg 7-9 Beg 6-7 Beg 6-9 

           

4:30 C1 Beg 6-9 Beg 6-10 Beg 5-6 Beg 6-10 Adv Beg 6-9 

4:30 C2 Beg 10-12 Adv Beg 10-13 Beg 10-13 Beg 6-9 Adv Beg 10-13 

           
5:30 C1 Beg 12-15   Adv Beg 12-15  Adv Beg 12-15   Interm 12-15      
           

 
Call me with questions or to sign up at 202 441-0925 or email me at rosenbaumpaul@msn.com.  These 
classes start right after Spring Break and run for 11 weeks finishing just before DCPS school ends on 
June 18th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


